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OF 



THE GEAND COMMANDERY, 



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 

December 31, 1869. 

A SPECIAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandery 
OF Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
OF Massachusetts and Rhode Island was held in the 
city of Providence, R.I., on Friday, December 31, 1869. 

Officers Present, 

R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean GraDd Commander. 

E. Sir William B. Blandinq, acting . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Sltck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Samuel Lewis, acting Grand Captain-General. 

E. Sir Rer. John W. Dadmun .... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir A. Cbawford Greene, acting . . Senior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Junior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir A. F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus .... Past Grand Master. 

The R.E. Grand Commander stated that this Assembly 
was called for the purpose of attending the funeral obse- 
quies of our late Paat Grand Master, Sir William Field ; 
and as a testimony of his long and faithful services, as 
well as of the respect in which this Grand Body holds his 
memory. 
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To this end he had ordered out Saint John's Com- 
mandery of Providence, Calvary Commandery of Provi- 
dence, and Holy Sepulchre Commandery of Pawtucket, to 
perform the escort duty on the solemn occasion, and had 
assigned the command of the lines to the Commander of the 
oldest Commandery, — Saint John's. 

That portion of the services in which this Grand Body 
immediately participated, was performed in the Church of 
the Saviour, where the R.E. Grand Commander and the 
Grand Prelate rehearsed the impressive burial service of 
the Order, and the Grand Recorder read the following 
record : — 



" Most Eminent William Field, born in Pawtucket, R.I., September 8, 
1797. Was raised to the Sublime Degree of a Master Mason A.D. 1819, 
A.L. ^819 ; exalted to the Degree of Royal Arch Mason A.D. 1819, A.I. 
2349; created a Knight Templar A.D. 1826, A.O. 708. 

" He was Past Master of Union Lodge, No. 10 ; a Past High Priest of 
Pawtucket Chapter, No. 4, and Providence Chapter, No. 1 ; a Past Com- 
mander of Holy Sepulchre Encampment, Pawtucket, and St. John's £n^ 
campment, No. 1, Proyidence. He was also Past Grand Master of Ma^ns 
in Rhode Island ; Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Rhode Island ; Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island ; and a Past Officer of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. 

" He was a good citizen, a true Christian, and a consistent Mason. Having 
finished his work, he passed to his rest on Monday, December 27, 1869, in 
the 73d year of his age, full of years and full of honors.' 



f> 



" Thus it is written," 

The services at the tomb were according to the ritual 
approved by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Khode 
Island, under whose general charge the entire services were 
solemnized, the Most Worshipful Thomas A. Doyle, Grand 
Master of Masons in Ehode Island, oflSciating. 
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The brethren in all branches of Maaonry attended in 
large numbers, in evident sorrow for the loaa of their de- 
ceased brother ; the demeanor of the Knights was courteous 
and commeDdable, and received the approbation of the 
E.E. Grand Commander, who, on returning to the Grand 
Asylum, dismissed the Sir Knights with thanks, and de- 
clared the Grand Commandery closed. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 

Mat 27, 1870. 

The Semi-Annual Assembly of the Grand Comman- 
DERY OF Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Khode Island was 
held in the city of Providence, on Friday, May 27, 
1870. 

Formed in Due Array, and opened the. Grand Comman- 
dery in Form at 10 o'clock. 



Officers Present. 

R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

V.E. Sir William Steele Shurtlefp . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles Adams Stott Grand Captain-General. 

E. Sir Rev. John William Dadmun . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Henry William Warren .... Senior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Junior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Edward H. Brainard Grand Sword*-Bearer. 

E. Sir William Sutton Grand Standard-Bearer. 

E. Sir Eben Flagg Gay Grand Sentinel. 



Abraham A. Dame. 
Charles W. Moore. 
WiNSLOw Lewis. 



permanent members. 

JOSIAH WhITTAKER. 

James Hutchinsost. 
James Salsbury. 
Charles H. Titus. 



Thomas A. Doyle. 
William W. Baker. 
William B. Blandino. 



Oliver Johnson. 



past commanders. 
John Shepley. 

S. S. GiNNODO. 



A. Crawford Greene. 
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A Lesson from the Holy Scriptures was read and Prayer 
offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Rev. Sir John W. Dadmun. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander., the E. Grand 
Recorder read the following order : — 

Grand Commandbbt of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders of Masssachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Boston, M(iy 3, 1870. 

Sir Knight, — The Semi-AnQual Assembly of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island will be held 
in Masons* Hall, in the city of Providence, R.I., on Friday, 
May 27, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, for the Exemplification 
of the Work and Ritual of the Orders, and fdr the transaction 
of such other business as shall regularly come before it. 

B7 order of K.E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

A. F. Chapman, 

Grand Recorder. 

The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the following 

ADDRESS. 

Knights Templar$ of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

On Friday, the fifth of November last, I made my first official 
visit as your Grand Commander. It was a Special Communi- 
cation called, at my suggestion, by its courteous and energetic 
Commander, the EVninent Sir Samuel B. Spooner, that your 
V.E. Deputy Grand Commander, William S. Shurtleff*, who was 
not present at the Annual Communication of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, might be duly and legally installed into office within the 
Asylum of his own Encampment. 

The ceremony of his installation into the office of Deputy 
Grand Commander, in Ample Form, was an event that rarely 
occurs with reference to so high and important a masonic office ; 
and the recipient of the honor being loved and respected by all 
the members of the Commandery, it was an occasion of great 
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satisfaction and congratulation to the assembled brethren. At 
the same Communication I also installed the officers of Spring- 
field Commandery into their respective offices. 

A banquet followed, memorable for its genial and hearty good- 
fellowship. 

I found the Commandery in a very healthy and flourishing 
condition, and in a state of excellent discipline. 

Sir Knight Hezekiah S. Russell, of Berkshire Commandery, 
to whom I had tendered the position of Grand Sword-bearer, 
having declined the position because he would be unable to dis- 
charge its duties, I appointed in his place Sir Knight Edward H. 
Brainard, of Saint Omer Commandery, and installed him into 
office within the Asylum of St. Omer Commandery on the 
twentieth of December last. 

On the twenty-ninth of December I received information that 
P.G.M. William Field, of Providence, R.I., had deceased on the 
evening of the twenty-seventh. I immediately issued the follow- 
ing general order to the Fraternity. 

Officb of the Grand Commander, Boston, 
December 29, A.L. 5869, A.O. 751. 

To all our Grand Officers, to ail our CommanderieSy and to all Knights Templars 

within our Jurisdiction : — 

Our Past Grand Master, William Field, is no longer with the living. He 
died at his residence, in Providence, on the evening of the twenty-seventh 
instant, in the ripeness of his years, and full to overflowing of masonic 
honors. He had been Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, and Com- 
mander of St. John's and Holy Sepulchre Encampments. 

It is, therefore, ordered, that all the Grand Officers,- in full regalia,- and with 
jewels and swords draped in mourning, attend the funeral obsequies to our. 
Past Grand Master, on Friday next, at eleven of the clock in the forenoon, 
from the Church of the Saviour, in Providence. 

It is also ordered, that. the jewels and swords of the. Officers of all Com- 
manderies within the Jurisdiction be draped in mourning until the termi- 
nation of their third Regular Meeting from this date. 

It is also ordered, that this order be read at the head of each Commandery 

at the next Regular Meeting thereof. 

Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander. 

Alfred F. Chapman, 

Grand Recorder, 
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I also ordered Saint John's, Holy Sepulchre, and Calvarj 
Commanderies, to appear in full regalia on Friday, December 31, 
to perform escort duty on the occasion of his funeral. He was a 
Past Commander of St. John's and Holy Sepulchre Comman- 
deries, and had many friends in Calvary Commandery. 

The alacrity with which they responded to the order, and the 
general attendance of the brethren, testified to the high estima- 
tion in which our deceased Brother was deservedly held. 

In recognition of the precedence due to the Grand Lodge on 
such an occasion, I informed the Most Worshipful Grand Master 
of Masons in Rhode Island — the Hon. Thomas A. Doyle — 
that I should be pleased to accommodate myself in all respects 
to his wishes, and tendered him the Templar escort. At his 
request, assisted by the Grand Officers present, I read a portion 
of the impressive Templar burial service at the church. The 
funeral procession was then escorted to the tomb, where the 
masonic burial services took place under the direction of Grand 
Master Doyle, elaborately and affectingly rendered. 

At this Special Communication I was assisted by — 



E. William B. Blanding, cm ... . Deputy Grand Commander. 

B. Nicholas Van Sltck Grand Generalissimo. 

£. Samuel Lewis, as Grand Captain General. 

E. Rev. John W. Dadmun Grand Prelate. 

E. A. Crawford Greene, cm ... . Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Horace Daniels . Grand Junior Warden. 

E. A. F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 



Thus terminated the career of one who stood firmly to his 
post during Masonry's severest ordeal in this country. Tried by 
this masonic record, he would appear to have been possessed of 
those accomplishments which make the graceful and accom- 
plished masonic officer, and ensure popularity ; or, if that were 
not the case, the many favors he received at the hands of the Fra- 
ternity must have been due to his possession of an extraordinary 
ritualistic knowledge. Neither of these conclusions, however, 

8 
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would be correct. Our deceased Past Grand Master was not 
pajrticularly gifted in either of those directions. He owed his 
popularity to his fidelity to his trust, to the firmness and courage, 
constancy and zeal, with which he maintained his adherence to the 
Institutions of Masonry during the Anti-Masonic period, when 
all but the very firmest gave way before the pitiless storm. As 
the Institution revived, the newly-admitted brethren, enraptured 
with the new light which met their astonished gaze — astonished 
that such excellence should ever have been proscribed — and 
delighted with the halo of peace and concord that it shed about 
their lives, found a pleasure in testifying their gratitude to one 
who had been instrumental in its preservatiod, and had given 
such evidence of his attachment to its principles. They were 
proud to honor him ; and felt themselves honored by having 
him preside over their deliberations. 

The record of our sorrow is not yet complete. Knowledge of 
the decease of the Right Eminent Sir John Hews came to us 
too late for useful official action. He died at his residence in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, on the morning of the seventeenth of 
March last, at the ripe age of eighty-three years. He was 
another of those to whose faithfulness and courage we are so 
much indebted. An obituary in Brother Moore's Magazine for 
April, thus discriminatingly speaks of this period of his life — 
referring to his connection with Boston Encampment : — 



" In this Body he and his contemporaries nobly fought the battle of 
Anti-Masonry from 1826 to 1884, when that vile faction was overthrown. 
And if he had never performed any other service in Masonry, his labors 
here should command for his memory the enduring respect and veneration 
of all his brethren. This noble band of faithful defenders, to whom the 
Fraternity in this coxmtry is more largely indebted for the preservation of 
their Institution at that trying period than to any other equal number of 
men on its record, is &st passing away, and the remembrance of their deeds 
and trials, their virtues and fidelity, is &st passing away with them. Our 
Brother was spared to witness the fruits of his fiuthfulness, and to enjoy the 
only compensation he ever desired, the renewed and unequalled prosperity 
of the Institution he so ardently loved." 
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I remember well sitting b^ the side of our Right EmiDent 
Brother in the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, when the room 
was full of intelligent representatives of Lodges from every 
section of the old Commonwealth, and the quiet satisfaction wi^h 
which he surveyed the assemblage. As his memory passed in 
review the history of the Fraternity during his fifty years active 
membership of it, what thoughts must have been suggested ; the 
fickleness and instability of public opinion, at one time condemn- 
ing and even persecuting an Institution it now encourages and 
fosters ; the timidity and pusillanimity of its friends ; the wick- 
edness of its apostates ; the courage and constancy of the chosen 
few who continued to wield their knightly swords in defence of a 
society founded upon the Christian religion, remembering that 
" cowardice alone is less of fame," — that truth that lives for- 
ever. 

The number of the chosen few is rapidly diminishing. They 
wear wreaths of victory. Let not their declining years be em- 
bittered by neglect and ingratitude. 

The hand of death has not been busy with our Grand Body 
alone. Milford Commandery has been called to mourn the loss 
of its Eminent Commander, Sir J. Harding Smith, whose many 
virtues and abilities had won the respect and esteem of all who 
knew him. 

Though apprised of the time of his funeral, engagements 
involving the interests of others entrusted to me, forbade my 
attending it. 

Though it is not our practice here to recur to the decease of 
those not members of this Body, I know your hearts will com- 
mend me if I ask you to turn aside a moment to drpp a sprig of 
acacia upon the grave of Sir Knight Anson Burlingame. He 
received the Order of Knighthood in Boston Encampment some 
years since. His public duties were such that he could not take 
an active part in masonic labors. Yet his nature and the struc- 
ture of his mind were such, that his masonic relations and ties 
were to him peculiarly pleasant. 
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Upon arriving in China, I am informed, he immediately 
viait^d a Masonic Lodge chartered by the Grand Lodge of Mas- 
sachusetts. In fact, much 6f his success in life was due to thi^t 
capacity for close friendships, which is so great a charm of pur 
Institution, and which our Institution so successfully cultivates. 
It is that feature which impels us to this reference. We sympa- 
thize with our brethren in their misfortunes : we rejoice in their 
prosperity. 

We could not but follow our fellow Templar in his romantic 
career, ending, as it did, in his being the first minister or ambas- 
sador to represent a nation comprising nearly half the population 
of the world, to the governments of the other half, and fulfilling 
that mission with a numerous retinue comprising some of the 
learned men of a nation so old that the nations of Europe are 
but of yesterday. 

But this is not the place for his eulogy. That has been 
spoken elsewhere : we simply pause in our labors to remember 
with respect and drop a tear upon the grave of a Brother 
Templar who.se eventful life challenges our attention. 

But while we eulogize our deceased Grand Masters, practise 
our rites in peace, and our property is again secured by charters 
from the State, we must not forget tj^iat our brethren are no,t 
everywhere free from persecution. Becent information from 
Cuba tells us of our own brethren aud our own countrymen 
charged with hostility to the government, and barbarously exe- 
cuted upon no other evidence than that they met in their Lodges, 
as Masons, for masonic purposes. 

The excuse is that the society is a secret society. If so, all 
the world knows its general objects and purposes. All the world 
knows that it is a social and charitable society — not only 
abstaining from, but prohibiting all interference with the politics^l 
affairs of the State. It exists everywhere, under all govern- 
ments ; it engages in no plots or conspiracies. J£ permitted, it 
will prosper and flourish in all alike. 

But it is in no just sense a secret society. Its objeqts and 
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purposes, so far as any community or people or- goyernment t^re 
interested in them, are to every intelligent person as open, 
known, and notorioT:^?, as the ol^^cts and purposes of the church ; 
«^nd, so far, we haye never ftttempted to ponceal tl^ena. Nor is 
it a secret society ^o far as the selection of its initiates ^re con- 
cerned : it does not confine itself to any class of citizens, to any 
sect or religion, to the believers in any political or gpverraental 
scheme or party. The Spanish officers who executed our 
brethren, — being of good moral character and V^lievii^ in 
God, — would have been as eligible candidates for admission as 
the wealthy planter. 

Such being the known status of our masonic societies, it is 
as clearly within the legitimate province of our govermifient, and, 
if the information to which I have Referred proves authentic, it is 
its duty, to insist that every treaty with Spain should contaiQ 
clauses securing to our citizens protectioji in the exercise^ of their 
masonic rights as in the enjoyment of re^gious freedom. 

Do. not l^t me be understo^q^ that, in the absence of such a 
treaty, pur masonic citizens ar^ npt entitled tp the prp taction of 
our governiiient. It would certainly be a nc^tional disgrace if 
American citizens who are J^asons are to ba executed for 
visiting their brother Maapns, w];),erever scattered; but I do 
clf^im — if this intelligence proves correct — that, while insisting 
upon indemnity for the past, government should also insist, upon 
security for the future. 

Shall it be th^t British cfiptiy^. ^^ Abyssinia shall be liber^ 
ated by the sword, and the death of British captives; in Qreece 
ba p\inishe4^ and peaceful American citizeua be slaughtered in 
Cuba with impunity because they nre Freenpiasona? 

Even the Pppe of Rome, confounding Masonry with secret 
pplitical societies, pr for some other reason, upwis^ly forbids, his 
f^dherents to hold intercourse with thei;];]^. It may be that l^e is 
jealous of the only society that rivals his own in its wid|e-sprea4 
universality — reaching even beyond the bounds of civilizs^tio^. 
One wpuld^ tljiink he might see the folly of insisting upon creating 
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a contest with a Fraternity that has in it nothing really antagon- 
istic to his own sphere of action. 

It is with pleasure that I turn to the greater enlightenment of 
the destined occupant of the British Throne, who, on the thirtieth 
of March last, on the seventy-second anniversary of the Royal 
Masonic Institution for Boys in London, took occasion to speak 
in the highest terms of the loyalty of Masons to the Crown, and 
heartily declared that the interests of Freemasonry would always 
be upheld and respected by him. 

Eminent Sir Nicholas A. Apollonio, Commander of Saint 
Omer Commandery, having resigned, and his resignation being 
accepted by the Commandery, I ratified the proceeding by giving 
said Commandery a Dispensation, authorizing it to elect a new 
Commander, and to fill any vacancies that might be made by the 
advancement of others. Sir Charles H. White was chosen Emi- 
nent Commander ; Benjamin Pope, Generalissimo ; Joseph Win- 
sor, Captain-General ; and George H. Kingman, Junior Warden ; 
and were by me, on the twelfth instant, duly installed into office. 

On the twelfth of the present month I gave a Dispensation for 
a Commandery to be established in that part of Boston called 
East Boston, by the name of William Parkman Commandery, 
of which I appointed Sir Knight Seth Coleman Ames, Eminent 
Commander ; Albert Brown Barrett, Generalissimo ; and Edson 
Champ in Chamberlin, Captain-General. 

This announcement brings prominently forward the question 
of the jurisdiction of the Commanderies within the city of Bos- 
ton, of which there are six, — three located in the city proper, 
one located by its Charter in South Boston, one in Boston High- 
lands, and one in East Boston. Now, although the three last 
named Commanderies are established to be held within the 
limits designated in their Charters or Dispensations, and cannot, 
without Dispensation, hold their meetings in any other part of the 
city, yet, in accordance with the established usage in all Masonic 
Bodies within the city of Boston, they in all other respects exer- 
cise jurisdiction throughout the entire city, as do also the Com- 
manderies located within the city proper. 
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These Commanderies are established in these difiereat sections 
of the city because tliey are isolated, and are so far separated 
from the rest of the city that a due regard to the convenience of 
their members and the well-being of the Order justifies the crea- 
tion of Commanderies for such specific isolated territories. 

We expect to hold Commanderies responsible for the well- 
being of Templarism within their jurisdictions. Yet a Cora- 
mandery in the Highlands may confer the Orders on a resident 
in South or East Boston, or Boston proper, who could not 
receive them in the Commandery of his residence ; and each of 
the other Commanderies may do the like. 

The Commanderies of Boston proper have very large and 
burdensome expenses, yet some of them have been compelled to 
reduce their charges for the Orders, because of the much less 
charges of the suburban Commanderies. Thus you will observe 
that the barriers and safeguards which you have seen fit to erect 
for the protection of the subordinate Bodies, and of the Institu- 
tion itself within your jurisdiction, are, by this abnormal state of 
things, obliterated with regard to more than a fifth of the subor- 
dinate Bodies. Would it not be wise to fix the limits of the 
territorial jurisdiction of these Bodies, inter se, without dis- 
turbing it in any other respect ? I submit the matter to your 
wisdom and discretion. 

On the 16th of April I received the following communication 
from the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States : — 

Grand Encampment op the United States. 

Office of the Grand Master of Templars, 
Boston, Mass., April 16, 1870. 

Right Eminent Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander of Massachusetts and 

Rhode Island: — 

Mt Bear Sir BLnight, — I have received from the Representatives of 
some of your subordinate Commanderies the following document : 

" Providence, April 11, 1870 
"William Sbwall Gardner, Esq., Grand Master of Templars U.S.A. 

" Dear Sir and M.E. Frater. — The three oldest Commanderies in Rhode 
Island, viz. : Saint John's, Washington, and Holy Sepulchre, comprising two- 
thirds of the Knights Templars in the State, have unanimously adopted reso- 
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lutions (copies of whi6h, with their action thereon, are herein enclosed,) ex- 
pressing the sentiment that it is desirable and necessary that a Grand Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars should be formed in this State, and have 
appointed delegates to a convention for the purpose of forming the same, with 
instructions to petition the M.E. Grand Master for permission so to do. The 
delegates are to meiet in this City ' on Thursday, April 21st instant, at eleven 
o'clock, A.M., in Ionic Hall, and you are respectfully requested to grant your 
consent to the formation of the proposed Grand Commandery. 

Yours, courteously and fraternally, 

" James Hutchinson, 
" Chairman of Ddegatwn St. John's Commandery No. 1. 



« 



it 



I enclose to you the copies referred to in the above communication, and 
which were presented to me. As you are the recognized head and executive 
officer of Templars in the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, I deem it to be my duty to answer the above re- 
quest by communicating directly with you. 

On the 6th of May, 1806, a Grand Encampment was established at Provi- 
dence, R I., the Constitution of which declared it to be " the Grand Encamp- 
ment of Rhode Island, and jurisdiction thereunto belonging." Its actual 
jurisdiction extended over the States of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
March 8, 1806, it was voted that the style or title be changed to '* Thd United 
States Grand Encampment." Although the name was altered, the actual 
jurisdiction over the above-named States alone remained the same. In June, 
1816, the *' General Grand Encampment of Knights Templars and the Ap- 
pendant Orders for the United States of America " was formed, the Constitu- 
tion of which declared, that " The jurisdiction of the several State Grand 
Encampments shall not extend beyond the limits of the State in which they 
shall respectively be holden ; excepting in any case wherein, before the for- 
mation of this Constitution, a Grand Encampment had beeh formed by a 
united representation of the Encampments in the adjoining States." 

The exception referred to the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, and, from that time to this, the Grand Encampment or Grand 
Commandery has had jurisdiction over those two States. The Constitution 
of the National Grand Body was amended and re-written at the session held 
at Hartford, Conn., in 1866, when the language conferring, or rather retaining, 
jurisdiction over these two States was changed. It now reads as follows : 
" Abticle 2, Section 1. — The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island is recognized as holding jurisdiction over both these States." 

Thus it appears that the Grand Encampment of the United States has 
fixed the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
' Island, and has determined, by its Constitution, that it extends over these 
States. 

It only remains to consider whether the Grand Master of Elnights Templars 
has the power to change this constitutional provision and comply with the 
requests of these delegates. The first clause of the section of the Constitu- 
tion of the Grand Encampment above referred to, is as follows : — 

" Whenever there shall be three Or more subordinate chartered Comman- 
deries instituted or holden under this Constitution, in any one State, District, 
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or Territory, in which a Grand Encampment has not been heretofore formed, a 
Grand Gommandery may be formed, after obtaining the approval of the Grand 
Master, or the Grand Encampment/' 



a 



It has been decided that under this provision, before a Grand Gommandery 
can be formed, it is necessary to have the formal, written Warrant, under seal 
of the Grand Master, to authorize the proceedings. In the present case, can 
the Grand Master grant such a Warrant ? 

It is beyond dispute that a Grand Encampment has heretofore, before 1856, 
— before 1816, — been formed in the State of Rhode Island ; that it has held 
meetings there, granted Warrants for new Encampments, and exercised all the 
peculiar powers belonging to such a Grand Body ; that it now exists, by 
the name of a Grand Gommandery, vital in every part, and exercising a juris- 
diction over Rhode Island, by virtue of the powers conferred upon it by the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment, as absolute as any other Grand 
Gommandery in the United States. 

It is difficult for me to see where the power is conferred upon the Grand 
Master, in the Constitution or elsewhere, to set aside the Constitution of the 
Grand Encampment, and, of my own pleasure, determine that the Grand 
Gommandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island has jurisdiction only over 
the State of Massachusetts. It is the duty of the Grand Master to consider 
tliis question of jurisdiction strictly according to the Constitution, and to pre- 
serve the rights and powers of the State Grand Encampment as fully as 
possible. It is not for me to discuss how this separation can be brought 
about. It was a union easily entered into, perhaps, — not so easily broken. I 
have only to decide that I have no authority, as Grand Master, to approve of 
the formation of a Grand Gommandery in the State of Rhode Island, and 
to decline to grant my Warrant therefor. 

I have not examined the question, whether the preliminary steps have been 
regular ; and whether the Commanderies have voted upon this important 
measure after due and timely notice to all their members. In the view I 
have taken of the subject, this has become unimportant. 

I have decided the question simply upon constitutional grounds. 

With knightly courtesy, fraternally yours, 

William Sbwall Gardxeb, 

Grand Master, 



Upon which I sent by the Grand Sword-Bearer the following 
commnnication to the Eminent Sir Knight Huchinson, with in- 
structions to the Grand Sword Bearer to read to the delegates the 
communication of the Grand Master : — 



.« 
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Eminent Sir James Hutchinson/ Chairman of Delegation of St. John's Com- 

mandery, 

# 

Dear Brother and Sir Knioht, — I have received from the Most Emi- 
nent William S. Gardner, Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, a communication which informs me of a contemplated meet- 
ing of delegates from three of the subordinates of this Grand Commandery, 
for the purpose of forming another Grand Commandery within its jurisdic- 
tion, and of a petition to him for permission to do so. 

In it the Grand Master also states, that to grant the petition is beyond his 
power, and refers it to me as the recognized head and executlTe officer of 
Templars within the Jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 

A little reflection will satisfy you that any meeting of Knights Templars 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Commandery, for a purpose so hostile 
as the^ attempted usurpation of a portion of its territory, or the establishment 
of a conflicting Grand fiody, is unconstitutional and inadmissable. What 
shall we say of such a meeting of Templars bound to this Grand Comman- 
dery by the most sacred of obligations and the strongest ties of allegiance ? 

If the time shall ever come when the connection of the Templars of 
Rhode Island with the Templars of Massachusetts becomes irksome to the 
former, and there is a permanency and unanimity of desire in all the subor- 
dinate Bodies of that portion of our jurisdiction for a separation, it will be- 
for this Grand Commandery to decide whether it will not yield to a new 
Grand Commandery a portion of its territory. In that event, it will be for 
the Templars of Massachusetts to decide whether they will object, though 
the separation would sever many dear ties that have bound us together from 
the origin of Templar Masonry on this continent. 

I am yours in the bonds of knighthood, 

Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander. 
Boston, April 20, 1870. 

I afterwards received the following letter from Sir Knight 

Hutchinson : — 

Protidence, April 22, 1870. 

Benjamin Dean, Esq., Boston^ Mass., 

Dear Sir and M.E. Grand Commander, — I some time since sent a 

communication to the M.E. Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the 

United States, together with several documents relative to the communication 

sent. Instead of receiving any notice from him, to which I supposed my age 

and standing in Masonry entitled me to expect, I, with others assembled, were 

summarily dismissed by your letter and messenger. As those documents can 

be of no further service to you, please return them to my address, and 

oblige 

Fraternally yours, 

James Hutchinson. 
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I returned the following reply : — 



Officb of the Grand Commandbr of the 
Grand CokHANDERY of Massachusetts and Hhode Island, 

Boston, April 26, 1870. 

Eminent Sir Knight and Dear Brother, — I am in receipt of yours 
of the twenty-second instant. In answer, I need only say, that for jou, per- 
sonally, I have always felt the greatest respect and esteem. From the time 
I first made your acquaintance my heart always felt kindly towards you, and 
I have every reason to believe that the feelings of the Grand Master to you 
are of the warmest character. You say, in effect, that the Grand Master has 
dealt unkindly in not returning a reply directly to you. Consider how I 
should have felt if he had. Suppose he had dealt directly with my subordi- 
nates, ignoring me and our Grand Commandery, and that with reference to 
the very dismemberment and dissolution of our Grand Commandery. He 
could not, in honor, nor according to masonic, military, or any civil discipline, 
do otherwise than as he did. If it had been within his power to grant your 
request, which it was not, he must have done it through me. 

You say you were summarily dismissed. Read my letter again, and see if 
it does anything but call you to a sense of your duty to your own Grand 
Commandery, and consider that you were endeavoring to supplant lawful 
authority, to break up your own Grand Commandery, by appealing to another 
authority, in disregard of your own vows of allegiance. Read it carefully, 
and then tell me whether it is not the mildest. Why did I use such mild 
means ? I knew what the result must be with such well-informed and 
loyal Sir Knights as composed the Convention, if their attention was only 
rightly directed. It would certainly give me pleasure to return the docu- 
ments, if that would efface what I trust will prove to have been a harmless 
and transient ebulition ; but it is of such importance to have the Constitu- 
tional powers of our Grand Commandery determined in the minds of the 
brethren, that I want to lay the matter before the Council. 
I am yours in the bonds of knighthood, 

Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander, 
Eminent Sir James Hutchinson. 



I have introduced these documents because they not only give 
you the official history of the episode, but because they contain 
decisions of the important questions which arose in it. 

The documents referred to will be placed in the archives, to- 
gether with the following circular : — 
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Pbotidefcb, March — , 1870. 
Sib 

Whereas, Saint John's Commanderj, No. 1, Washington Commandery, 
No. 4, and Holy Sepulchre Commandery, No. 8, have Yoted to send delegates 
to a Convention to fonn a Grand Commandery for the State of Rhode 
Island ; and 

Whereas, Said Convention has heen notified to meet in Ionic Hall, in the 
City of Providence, on Thursday, the twenty-first day of April, A.D. 1870, 
at eleven o'clock, a.m., for the purpose aforesaid : therefore, you being a 
member of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
residing in the State of Rhode Island, are fraternally invited to be presenter 

James Hutchinson, 
Chairman of the Detection from St. John's Commandery, No, 1. 

My first impulse, upon receipt of the Grand Master's commu- 
nication, was to take no notice whatever of the proposed Conven- 
tion, being convinced that any assemblage of delegates from any 
three or more of the Commanderies of this jurisdiction would 
arrive at correct conclusions ; and I am now well assured that 
my letter did not change the result, nor even hasten it. But 
when I reflected upon the fact, that those who originated the 
movement were so strangely in error regarding the powers and 
jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery, and of the Grand 
Master, and of the binding power of their own solemn obliga- 
tions of allegiance ; when I considered that the well being and 
continuance of the system of Templarism, as it exists in the 
United States, depended upon a correct decision — so happily 
arrived at by the Grand Master — regarding the independence, 
within their borders, of the State Grand Commanderies ; when I 
found that one of the Commanderies treated the chansre' in 
nomenclature, adopted at the last meeting of this Grand Body, 
as affecting somewhat its allegiance ; and, above all, when I 
reflected upon the danger, as a precedent, of allowing, without any 
notice from me, of an assemblage of Templars under bonds of 
allegiance to, and within the jurisdiction of this Grand Comman- 
dery, and without its consent previously obtained, to meet with the 
avowed purpose of effecting its dissolution, T could not reconcile 
such passiveness with my opinions of my duty. A belief in the 
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loyalty of the Convention, and a correct conclusion of its delib- 
erations, would not justify such a neglect of my duties to this 
Grand Body. 

Again, when I received the letter from, our Eminent Brother 
Hutchinson, requesting a return of the documents sent by him 
to the Grand Master, my desire was to return them, and permit 
all record of this little episode to be, so far as possible, blotted 
out; but I could not return them and properly discharge my 
duties to you. I am satisfied that the true course is to look at 
every question frankly as it arises. If there are any wrongs that 
exist, let them be righted: if any injustice, let it be corrected: 
if any complaint, let it be heard : if this Grand Commandery 
had better be divided, let it be divided ; but let it be divided 
masonically, i.e., according to masonic law. 

The reasons for the formation of a new Grand Commandery 
are contained in the resolutions passed by Saint John's Com- 
mandery. It will be noticed, that there are only two reasons 
given for the formation of a new Grand Body. 

FirsU That there are Templars enough in Rhode Island. But 
that alone is no reason at all. If the fact that there are Templars 
enough to make a new Grand Body is a sufficient reason, then 
there are enough in the jurisdiction for nine Grand Bodies. And 
if this Grand Body should be divided into Bodies equal to the 
numb^ of subordinate Bodies in Rhode Island, it ought to be 
divided into four Grand Bodies. The other reason is, that by 
the change of nomenclature the ancient name of the Bodies 
under its jurisdiction has been extinguished ; yet it does not 
even suggest that the contemplated new Grand Body was ex- 
pected to restore the anci^it name ; in fact, the proposition 
was to form a new Grand Commandery^ not a new Grand 
Encampment. ^ 

It is obvious that if any reasons exist for a desire even for the 
formation df a new Grand Body, they are not stated. I cer- 
tainly know of none, nor do I learn or believe that the desire 
has any general existence. 
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I have heard that there have been expressions of dissatisfac- 
tion during the late movement regarding the distribution of the 
offices in this Body. Now, it is perhaps remarkable that we 
should have existed so long with so little — if any now exists 
— cause of complaint from any quarter of our jurisdiction. 
Although our jurisdiction extends over two States alike — the 
dividing line having no masonic existence — still the existence of 
a division for political purposes, causes some minds to watch 
with a certain eagerness and jealous care over State importance, 
even masonically, and I would desire that this tendency be so far 
recognized that th^ smaller of the States shall certainly masoni- 
cally reap a benefit from our union. I always supposed she had 
enjoyed a larger share of the offices than proves to have been 
the case. 

My attention has been called to it on but two occasions. I 
remember well the election of our deceased Brother Field to the 
Grand Mastership. At that time the Massachusetts Sir Knights 
were determined that a Grand Master should be elected from 
Rhode Island, and they pitched upon the most prominent mem- 
ber from Rhode Island for that purpose. 

The other occasion was at our last annual meeting, when 
E. Sir Charles Stott refused the office of Generalissimo, stating 
that he thought a Rhode Island Knight ought to be selected in 
preference, and an honored and prominent Rhode Island Sir 
Knight was chosen. It is but just, however, to say, that at that 
time, the members of the Body for Rhode Island deprecated any 
change on such grounds in the order of succession. 

It thus appears that the only public expressions have been by 
members from Massachusetts in favor of Rhode Island, and I am 
sure that if the existence of any such ieeling in the minds of any 
of the R^ode Island brethren, however few, had been known, 
such is the love for them in the breasts of the members from 
Massachusetts, that it would have been obliterated forever by 
overwhelming indulgence. 

T have looked over the records, so far as printed, with the 
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following result: the number of Rhode Island Commanderies 
entitled her to five of the Grand Masters — she has had six ; to 
^ve of the Deputy Grand Masters — she has had six ; to seven 
of the Grand Generalissimos — she has had nine; to eight 
Grand Captains-General — she has had twelve. 

Her proportion of all the Grand Ofl&eers, according to the 
number of her Commanderies, would have been as follows : — 





Commaii* 
deries. 






Officers. 


In 1868, 


- 4, 





she had 6. 


" 1864, 


- 4, 


— 




" 6. 


" 1865, 


- 8. 


— 




" 4. 


" 1866, 


- 8. 







" 4. 


" 1867, 


- 8, 







" 2. 


« 1868, 


- 8, 







" 2. 


" 1869, 


- 4, 







" 4. 



Total entitled to, twenty-four — has had twenty-eight. 

In 1867 and 1868 only, did Rhode Island hav^ a less represen- 
tation than the number of her Commanderies would on that basis 
entitle her to. In making these figures all the ofiicers are con- 
sidered, while it is well known that the positions of Treasurer, 
Recorder, and Sentinel, have been considered as permanent, for 
convenience ; and, therefore, for the offices annually open for 
competition, Rhode Island Sir Knights appear to have largely 
commended themselves to their brethren. 

It is certain that the desire for the formation of a new Grand 
Commandery does not arise from the existence of any wrong, 
injustice, or unfairness of this Grand Body, nor from any feeling 
of alienation between the sections of this jurisdiction. If it 
exists, it must be due to a desire for change, a fondness for new 
things, which once in a while will seize upon any body of men, 
but which should not be encouraged in an Institution that owes 
so much to its dignity, — to its established antiquity* 

The danger of submitting to such a weakness, was the reason 
why this Grand Body so strenuously adhered to everything 
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ancient, and so reluctantly permitted any invasion, even upon 
ancient names. If this acquiescence, for peace sake, proves to 
be the leader of a train of changes, including the dissolution 
of this Body, we shall certainly regret the day when we yielded 
to the first innovation. 

But who should watch over the existence of this Grand Com- 
mandery with the most jealous care ? Certainly the Sir Knights 
of Rhode Island. It is the oldest Grand Commandery in the 
United States. Would you have it the youngest? Where was 
it founded? In Providence, Rhode Island. Who was the chief 
architect? Thomas Smith Webb, of Rhode Island. This Grand 
Body then claimed jurisdiction of the United States. 

When we cast our minds back to the few prominent Templars 
of those days, and see them engaged at one time in their ardent 
labors, determining the details of the Ritual, and at another 
planning for its extensive spread over the land ; forming Grand 
Encampments and General Grand Encampments; exhibiting 
the most wonderful foresight and capacity for organization, 
the fruits of which we now see in every section of this wide- 
spread nationality, ought we to be stimulated to preserve, or 
pull down the wall of their labors ? Their conceptions were large 
and grand : shall ours be diminutive and narrow ? 

I have no doubt it will be for our Rhode Island Commanderies 
to decide this question. If you, Sir Knights of Rhode Island, 
are unanimous in a desire for separation ; you, Sir Knights of 
Massachusetts, will not exert your numerical strength to hold 
them in unhappy bonds. But are ihe bonds unhappy? Is not 
our organization an exceedingly happy one ? When we meet in 
Providence are we not welcomed with the genial smile and 
generous, hearty grip of the hand. Has the time ever been when 
the Sir Knights of Massachusetts were not more glad to meet 
the Rhode Island Sir Knights than those of their own State ? It 
is certain that the interest in our Grand Assemblies has been 
increased tenfold by the union of th« two States under one 
jurisdiction. 
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The decision of the Grand Master, which I have read, is no 
new doctrine. 

In the published Proceedings of the Grand Commandery of 
Illinois, there appears a very exhaustive opinion of the Grand 
Master, addressed to R.E. Sir F. R. Gorin, Grand Commander, in 
which the whole subject is considered at length, and the decisions 
of previous Grand Masters given and commented on. It was in 
answer to the following inquiry : — 

** A was arraigned before his Commandery, and tried upon charges, and 
found guilty, and sentenced to indefinite suspension, from which he appealed 
to the Grand Commandery, where the decision was reversed ; from which 
said judgment of reversal the Commandery takes an appeal to the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 

Question. What is the standing of the Sir Knight, if any ? What rights has 
he ? Does the judgment of suspension rest upon him until a final decision 
is had ; or does the decision of the Grand Commandery hold until the Grand 
Encampment decides upon the case 1 

The Grand Master concludes his opinion as follows : — 

" After a careful consideration of the case you present, I have come to 
the conclusion that the subordinate Commandery had no right to appeal 
from the Grand Commandery of Illinois to the Grand Encampment of the 
United States, and that the decision of your Grand Commandery, in revers- 
ing the decision of its subordinate Commandery, was final and conclusive. 
The Sir Knight, therefore, has no judgment of suspension resting upon him, 
a final decision in his case having been reached.'' 

A similar decision was given in the case of an appeal by a 
subordinate Commandery from the Grand Commandery of Vir- 
ginia ; and the Grand Commander of that State suspended 
the subordinate Commandery, as I am informed, for presum- 
ing to make the appeal. 

In the printed Proceedings of our Grand Encampment for 

1863, the Grand Master gives the history of the formation of the 

Grand Encampment of the United States. On page 8, — after 

showing the fallacy of the claim made by some, that it was 

6 
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formed by delegates from subordinate Encampments, and assert- 
ing that it was formed by delegates from State Grand Encamp- 
ments, — he says, — 



f( 



Any other conclusion will lead to the irresistible conviction, that the 
General Grand Encampment of the United States was founded in rebellion, 
and was the fruit of a revolt'' 



I will not trouble you with quotations from the addresses of 
the Grand Master while he was Grand Master of our own 
Grand Encampment, and which, with exhausting quotation and 
argument, have established and confirmed the doctrine of the 
entire authority of all State Grand Commanderies within their 
territory. They are too familiar to you. In fact, I know of but 
one instance in which he has made suggestions tending to 
another opinion^ and those suggestions are more than answered 
and set at rest by more solemn decisions. 

I ought not, however, to omit an allusion to a report signed by 
three of our Past Masters, M.E. Sir William Sewall Gardner, 
and the B.E. Sir Charles W. Moore and Sir James Hutchinson, 
in which they say,-" The separate independent sovereignty of 
each State impressed itself upon the different organizations and 
societies existing in the country, and Knighthood, following tlie 
example set by other national institutions, preserved in each 
State its Grand Encampments, independent^ supreme^ and sov- 
ereign, except only in those particulars in which jurisdiction was 
yielded to the General Grand Body of Templars of the United 
States.** 

I remember well, that at one of the first meetings of this Grand 
Encampment which I ever attended, the subject of nomenclature 
arose, — De Molay Encampment having adopted the use of that 
prescribed by the General Grand Encampment, — and Grand 
Master Harwood then decided that no subordinate Body had a 
right to know anything of any decrees, orders, or changes, until 
they had been adopted by and promulgated by this Grand En- 
campment. 
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With reference to the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, this Grand Commandery is the subordinate. The Grand 
Encampment can only deal with us as a Grand Commandery. 
And we deal with our own subordinates. 

This Grand Commandery is a member of the Grand Encamp- 
ment : its officers are entitled to seats and votes at its meetings. 
Oar subordinates have neither membership in, nor seats, voice, 
or vote in its deliberations. 

. Any other law would be productive of confusion worse con- 
founded. If this Grand Commandery were not sovereign within 
its borders, it would cease to be a Grand Commandery. The 
sovereignty of a Grand Body within its borders is a landmark 
in Masonry whidi cannot be lost, except with its existence. 

At our last Annual Assembly, among the many amendments 
to the Constitution which were adopted in gross — and without 
the br^hren being aware of their significance — is the addition 
at the close of the Third Section of the words, '^ and the Grand 
Encampment of the United States." 

The whole sentence now reads, — 



"It has supreme authority throughout this jurisdiction in all matters per- 
taining to Templar Masonrj, subject only to the ancient landmarks of the 
Order, and the Grand Encampment of the United States." 



The committee who reported upon this adoption informs me, 
that they con^rued the clause as an acknowledgment of the alle- 
giance of this Grand Commandery to the Grand Encampment ; — 
and not as yielding or acknowledging any authority of that Body 
over our subordinates. 

And, although my own interpretation agrees with that of the 
Committee, it is for you to decide whether you will permit in* 
your Constitution language which might lead astray minds 
which regard only the grammatical construction of langulige, 
without considering the subject treated, and the general law 
which it is intended to express. 
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The question in mj own mind is, whether it is not agreeing in 
advance to every change in the Constitution of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States, even though its adoption should 
depend upon the adoption of it hy a given number of the State 
Grand Commanderies. 

Let me explain. 

In 1864, in the resolutions of agreement between the Grand 
Encampment of the United States and the Grand Commandery 
of Ohio, it was provided '^ that no change in the Constitution 
of the Grand Encampment of the United States, interfering with 
the powers of the State Grand Encampments or Commanderies, 
or adding to the powers of the National Grand Body, ought to 
be made, until such change shall have been approved by a ma- 
jority of the State Grand Bodies." Now, suppose such a change 
should be made, might it not be held that the above clause in 
our Constitution is an approval of the change, and that no 
further action on our part is necessary ? If so, we may be held 
to assist in making changes of the Constitution of the Grand 
Encampment, which, if called to pass upon, we would not ap- 
prove, and which for the want of our concurrence might not be 
effected. 

There are other considerations relating to this subject that 
I would like to call to your attention, but I have already 
extended these remarks further than I intended. 

Whatever decisions you may arrive at will be satisfactory to 
me. My only desire is, that the importance and tendency and 
effect of changes shall be understood and appreciated. 

Narragansett Commandery (u.d.), E. Sir James H. Pendle- 
ton, Commander, in obedience to my call, will exemplify the 
work on the Orders of the Red Cross and Temple ; and E. Sir 
.John Dean, Commander of Worcester County Commandery, 
with his officers, will exemplify, if desired, the work on the 
Order of Malta. 

On motion of E. Sir Nicholas V^n Slyck, the address was 
referred to the following committee, — E. Sir Knights 
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N. Van Slyck, Z. L. Bicknell, and Josiah Whittaker, who, 
subaequently, reported as follows : — 



To the R.E. Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars, 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: — 

Yonr committee upon the R.E. Grand Commander's address, 
this day referred to it, respectfully report the following recom- 
mendations : — 

First. That the subject of the deaths of the late Past Grand 
Masters Field and Hews, and of Commander J. Harding Smith, 
be referred to committees of three each. 

Second, That the question of the jurisdiction of the Com- 
manderies in the city of Boston be referred to a committee of 
five. 

Third, That so much of said address as refers to matters in 
Rhode Island, and the action of the R.E. Grand Commander in 
reference thereto, be referred to a committee of seven, with in- 
structions to report at the next Annual Meeting of this Body. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. Van Slyck. 

Z. L. BiCKNELL. 

JosiAH Whittaker. 



E. Sir W. W. Baker moved that the report be accepted, 
and the recommendations adopted. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Warden, in behalf 
of himself; of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, of which he 
was a member ; and in behalf of the Sir Knights of Rhode 
Island, — hoped the third recommendation would not be 
adopted. 

He was confident that there was not now, nor ever had 
been, any general desire on the part of the Rhode Island 
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JKnights to have a separate Grand Commandeiy ; and if there 
had been a desire for it, he was sure that it was confined to a 
a very few. 

Now, after the exhaustive and fraternal treatment of the 
whole subject by the K.£. Grand Commander, be believed 
the proposition was dead, and sincerely hoped that the third 
recommendation would be withdrawn, and that the subject 
would be allowed to rest, without giving it the importance of 
referring it to a committee. 

He did not believe a report of a committee could add to 
the general desire that this Grand Commandery remain as it 
now is. 

Sir Edward L. Freeman, Generalissimo of Holy Sepul- 
chre Commandery, of Pawtucket, Ehode Island, addressed 
the Grand Body in a similar strain, and claimed that the 
Body he represented did not intend to send delegates to a 
convention to form a new Grand Commandery, but only to 
appoint a committee to consider the question of sending 
them ; and that, by an unintentional mistake, the Recorder 
had entered the motion '* to send delegates." 

This, Holy Sepulchre Commandery did not want done. 
That Body was well contented with things as they are, and 
he was confident that the sentiments of the members of the 
Fraternity in Rhode Island so accorded with those expressed 
by the Grand Commander, that it would be best to leave it 
where his address left it ; and by not sending it to a com- 
mittee, we should be approving his sentiments. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck explained that the committee 
on the Grand Commander's address, thought the matter of 
sufficient importance to go to a committee, but as it was evi- 
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dent that this Grand Body considered that the silibject had 
been sufficiently administered upon by the Grand Commander 
he would, with the unanimous consent of the Grand Com- 
mandery, withdraw the third recommendation. 

Accordingly, unanimous consent being given, the third 
recomjenendaticMi was withdrawn, and the motion adopted. 

PETITION FOR A GRANB ENCAMPMENT. 

Office of the Recorder, Proyidbncb, R.I. 
April 4. 1870, A.O. 752. 

At a Regular Assembly of Saint John's Commandery, No. 1, 
held in Ionic Hall, February 7, A.O. 752, the following Preamble 
and Resohitions were unanimously adopted : — 

In St. John's Commandsbt^ ProTidenee, R J. 

Whereas, T\\e number of Knights Templars within the State of Rhode 
Island has so increased as to be greater than in moat of the other States 
having separate jurisdictions ; and 

Wherecu, The nomenclature adopted by the late Grand Encampment of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island has extinguished the ancient name of Ihe 
Bodies under its jurisdiction ; and 

Whereas, In the opinion of this Body, no objection now exists to forming 
a Grand Encampment of Knights Templars within and for the State of 
Rhode Island ; be it, therefore, 

Resolved, That this Body earnestly recommend to our sister Commanderies 
within this State, tliat they each send three delegates to a convention to be 

called, to meet in the city of Providence, on the day of .... , 

187 . , for the purpose of taking the steps necessary for the speedy formation 
of a State Grand Commandery. 

Resolved, That Sir Knights James Hutchinson, Rev. Henry W. Rugg, 
and Edward B. Knight, be, and they are hereby, aj^omted such delegates 
on the part of St. John's Commandery of Providence. 

Resolved, That the said convention be, and they are hereby, empowered 
and du*ected to petition the M.E. Grand Master of Templars of the United 
States for a Warrant of Constitution for a State Grand Commandery for the 
State of Rhode Island. 

Resdved, That a copy of the foregoing PreamUe and Resolutions be sent 
to each of our sister Commanderies within this State. 

Attest : JoHK 6. Tillinobast, 

Recorder. 
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At a Regular Assembly, of H0I7 Sepulchre Commandery, held 
at their Asylum ou Friday evening, February 11, A.D. 1870, 
A.O. 752, the within petition was received, and the accompanying 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, and ordered placed upon 
the records of this Commandery. 

A vote is also passed empowering the Eminent Commander to 
appoint three delegates, on the part of Holy Sepulchre Comman- 
dery, to attend a convention in the city of Providence (when 
the same shall be holden), for the purpose of co-operating with 
her sister Commanderies in attaining the objects herein set forth. 

Attest: B. G Perkins, 

Recorder, 

A communication is received from St. John's Commandery, No. 
1, of Providence. R.I., which is read and ordered on file. 

When, upon motion, it is unanimously voted^ That Washington 
Commandery, No. 4, approve of the object therein named, viz. : 
the formation of a State Grand Commandery of Knight Templars 
and Appendant Orders. 

That so much as refers to this Commandery is adopted ; and 
that we appoint as our delegates to represent us in the convention 
named in said communication. Sir Knights E. John Eldred, E. 
Commander Gilbert Chase, and William J. Underwood. 

Attest : Robert S. Franklin, 

Recorder, 

Extract from the Records of a Special Assembly of the Sir 
Knights of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, held at their Asylum, 
Masonic Temple, Friday evening, March 25, A.D. 1870, A.O, 
752. 

" In accordance with a previous vote of this Commandery, the Eminent 
Commander hereby appoints Sir Knights E. L. Freeman, J. Sewell Read, and 
Edwin Clapp, delegates on the part of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, to 
attend a convention in the city of Providence (when the same shall be 
holden), and are hereby empowered and directed, as members of said con- 
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yention, to petition the M.E. Grand Master of Templars of the United States 
for a Warrant of Constitution for a State Grand Commanderj for the State 
of Rhode Island." 

Attest: Benjamin G. Perkins, 

Recorder, 

The R.E. Grand Commander appointed as a committee to 
prepare and present resolutions on the death of Past Grand 
Master E. Sir William Field, — E. Sir Knights Horace 
Daniels, A. Crawford Greene, and James Salsbury. 

The committee subsequently reported as follows : — 

The committee appointed to prepare suitable resolutions on the 
death of Past Grand Master William Field, would offer the fol- 
lowing : — 

Whereas, It has pleased the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe 
to remove by death our venerable Past Grand Master, Sir Wil- 
liam Field, the days of whose years were more than three score 
and ten, and whose masonic history extended over a period of 
fifty years ; therefore. 

Resolved, That in the death of Sir Knight William Field, this 
Grand Body, and the Masonic Fraternity, are bereaved of a 
zealous and faithful Brother ; the community, of a valued citizen ; 
and society, of a sympathizing friend. 

Resolved, That, while we bow in submission to the Divine 
will, which has called our beloved companion from his earthly 
pilgrimage, we trust that he offered suitable gifts at the shrine of 
our departed Lord, and has entered the asylum of everlasting 
peace and happiness. 

Resolved, That we will gratefully cherish his memory, as an 

upright Mason and Christian man, and affectionately tender to 

his family our heartfelt sympathy, and commend them to the 

consolation of Divine grace. 

Horace Daniels. 

A. Crawford Greene. 

James Salsburt. 
Adopted. 
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The R.E. Grand Commander appointed E. Sir Knights 
Winslow Lewis, Abraham A. Dame, and Gilbert Nurse, a 
committee to prepare and present resolutions on the death of 
Past Grand Master E. Sir John Hews. 

The committee, through E. Sir Winslow Lewis, reported 
as follows, which was accepted : — 

One of the oldest of our number, Sir John Hews, Past Grand 
Master, — honored bv an upright and consistent life, as a man 
and as a Sir Knight, — has lefl our ranks, and been enrolled on 
high. 

He died at Cambridgeport, March 17, at the ripe &,^e of nearly 
eighty-four years, and was buried at Mount Auburn. His funeral 
was attended by many loving brethren ; and in depositing his 
worn out frame in the earth, there was no regret, but a cheerful 
resignation to the will of Him who was with him through a long, 
tranquil, and peaceful life. 

He had no element of greatness, as a characteristic, for eulogy 
or laudation, in the common phraseology and meaning : no ripe 
education, nor fashionable polish ; but his head was well taught 
and disciplined to high duty andx lofty principle. His convictions 
were for the right and true, and the path those traced he ever 
followed. He was a true gentleman in its best acceptance, — kind, 
courteous, affectionate, gentle ; wounding none, attracting all. 

I would not intrude my personal feelings at the loss of this old 
friend, but, pardon me (if one is required), that forty years of 
fraternal friendship demand not only the tribute of my pen, but of 
my heart, to him who had my veneration and love. But those 
once loved, to us never die. They are absent only from our out- 
ward senses, and death comes to none except to bring a blessing. 
It is no misfortune to lay aside those well-loved weeds of earth 
and be immortal. Let our Records testify the respect in which 
the departed was held, by the following resolutions : — 

Resolved^ That this Grand Commandery, in common with 
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those Masonic Institutions which have been bereft of a much re- 
spected associate, by the death of Sir John Hews, would attest 
the regard which will ever be attached to his memory, as a faith- 
ful and true Sir Knight and Brother. Beloved by all, in the 
fullness of life, he has left earth for the asylum of Heaven. 

Resolved^ That our tenderest sympathies are with his family, 
especially the aged partner with whom so many years of domestic 
happiness have been passed. The separation must be brief, and 
an eternal union will cement them in bonds to last forever. 

In Grand Asylum, Providencb, R.I. May 27, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the matter of preparing 
a testimonial on the decease of E. Sir Jason Harding Smith, submit 
the following : — 

Since the last Annual Conclave, death has taken from our lines 
one who was well beloved and affectionately esteemed by all who 
knew him. On the twentieth of April, 1870, Sir Jason Harding 
Smith closed his earthly pilgrimage. On the twenty-third of 
April he was buried with masonic honors by Montgomery 
Lodge, of Milford, Massachusetts, — Milford Commandery acting 
as an escort, and detailing a body guard, — several Knights from 
abroad being present. 

He was born in Medfield, Massachusetts, on the twelfth of 
April, 1832. He was elected and installed Commander of Milford 
Commandery September 28, 1868, and filled the station until 
the time of his death, with marked ability. As a leading 
merchant in his place of residence, he bore the reputation of being 
strictly an honest man, a generous friend, and an estimable 
citizen. 

By this dispensation of the Divine will, his widow and children, 
relatives, the Commandery over which he presided, this Grand 
Body, and the community, have been called to mourn the loss of 
one whose station in life was most honorably filled, and whose 
character seemed above reproach ; therefore. 

Resolved^ That this admonition of our Father in Heaven 



44 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 



should be received in humble trust, and lead as all to the realiza- 
tion that " earth is not our home ; " but believing that " God is 
a tower of strength to those who put their trust in Him," we 
may find support in leaning thereon, and refresh ourselves anew 
when wearied by travelling the hard and rugged paths of life. 

Besolved, That our heartfelt sympathy be tendered to his 
family and relatives, in this their deep affliction ; and that we 
may, by emulating the virtues of our late associate, and keeping 
fresh his memory, be led to better thoughts and nobler deeds. 

" How sad would be this world, and drear, 
Were not the blest hope given, 
That as love's circles narrow here, 
They're widening in heaven." 

Respectfully submitted, 

George E. Stacy. 
Leonard Fairbanks, Jr. 
S. G. Sumner. 



The following Sir Knights were recognized as Proxies: 
Sir Abraham H. Rowland, for Sir John A. Lee, Generalissimo 
of Sutton Commandery ; Sir J. D. Parker, for Sir Thomas 
Winship, Generalissimo of Hugh De Payens Commandery. 

The R.E. Grand Commander appointed the following 
committee on the jurisdiction of the Commanderies within 
the city of Boston : E. Sir Knights D. McBean Thaxter, 
Thomas A. Doyle, Charles E. Powers, S. J. M. Homer, 
and A. Crawford Greene. 

The roll of Commanderies was called, and the following 
found to be represented : — 



Saint John's. 
Washington. 
Worcester County. 
Springfield. 

Db MaLAT; 

Holt Sbfulchrb. 



Palestine. 

MiLFORD. 

Saint Bernard. 
Calvary. 
Old Colony. 
Sutton. 



WiNSLOw Lewis. 
Hugh Db Payens. 
Saint Omer. 
Woonsocket. 
Narragansett. 
Godfrey db Bouillon. 
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The E.E. Grand Commander then introduced the E. Sir 
J. M. Pendleton, Commander of Narragansett Comman- 
dery, of Westerly, R.I., working under Dispensation, who, 
assisted by the o£Scers of his Commandery, exemplified the 
work on the Order of the Red Cross in a very efficient 
manner. 

The R.E. Grand Commander again assumed the East, 
when he announced that he had taken the precaution to 
cause a collation to be provided in an adjoining apartment. 
This he did to save time, and afford all present an opportu- 
nity to remain the entire day. 

Whereupon, it was moved and Yotedy That the action of 
the R.E. Grand Commander be endorsed. 

E. Sir [Robert Henry, Sir Joseph Winsor, and E. Sir 
John Shepley, were appointed a committee on granting a 
Charter to Narragansett Commandery ; and the records and 
other papers touching the subject were referred to them. 

The M.E. Grand Master of Knights Templars, William 
Sewall Gardner, entered the Grand Asylum unofficially, 
but he was promptly received with the honors due his high 
station. 

E. Sir. J. M. Pendleton called attention to the location 
of Narragansett Commandery ; that it was adjoining a 
town in Connecticut wherein many Companions resided, 
some of whom would be applicants for the Orders of 
Knighthood, provided arrangements could be made to give 
the Commandery jurisdiction. This, he thought, could be 
done by consent of the proper authorities in Connecticut. 

It was accordingly Votedy That the whole subject be 
referred to the R.E. Grand Commander, with iiill powers. 
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The R.E. Grand Commander called attention to the sub- 
ject of a General Encampment of the several Comman- 
deries in the Jurisdiction. He stated that some desire had 
been expressed in favor of it, and he brought the matter 
before this Body for its consideration. 

On motion, it was Voted, That the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Grand Council, with full powers. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander, the Grand 
Commandery was called off until 2.30 o'clock, p.m. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The hour having arrived to which the Grand Comman- 
dery was called off, the R.E. Grand Commander in the 
East called the Knights to order. 

E. Sir John Eldred offered the following resolution : — 

Resolved^ That Section 6 of Article II. of the Constitution of 
this Grand Commandery, be amended by striking the word 
"five" from the sixth line, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
word " two." 

The resolution was referred to the following committee : 
E. Sir A. Crawford Greene, E. Sir Charles A. Stott, and 
Sir Joseph Winsor. 
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On motion of E. Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Voted^ To 
refer so much of the R.E. Grand Commander's Address as 
refers to the amendment of Section 3, Article I., of the 
Constitution, to a committee of five. The following 
Knights were appointed a Committee : E. Sir Charles W. 
Moore, E. Sir Charles A. Stott, E. Sir William B. Bland- 
ing, E. Sir James Salsbury, and Sir Clement A. Walker. 

The R.E. Grand Commander again invited Sir J. M. 
Pendleton to the East, and he, with his oflScers, exemplified 
the work on the Order of the Temple in a very efficient 
manner. 

The R.E. Grand Commander having previously an- 
nounced that, as it was necessary for him to return to Boston 
before the business of the day could be completed, the V.E. 
Deputy Grand Commander would assume the labors of the 
East. 

The following report was offered : — 

Pboyidencb R.I., May 27, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the application of the 
Sir Knights of Narragansett Commandery that a Charter may 
be granted them, have examined the records of their proceedings 
while working under Dispensation, and find them to have been 
carefully and neatly kept. 

They have also examined the code of By-Laws presented, and 
find them to be in accordance with the regulations of this Grand 
Body, with the exception of Section 5, Article I. 

They would respectfully recommend that a Charter be granted. 

Robert Henry. 

J. WiNSOR. 

John Sheplet. 
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On motion of Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Votedy That the 
By-Laws submitted by Narragansett Commandery, be 
amended to conform to the regulations of this Grand 
Commandery. 

On motion of Sir N. Van Slyck, it was Votedy That the 
report be accepted, and a Charter granted as prayed for. 

It was also Votedy That the Dispensation be continued 
until such time as the Commandery shall be constituted. 

The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander then invited E. Sir 
John Dean to the East, who, with his officers, exemplified 
the work on the Order of Malta in a very excellent manner. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott offered the following reso- 
lution : — 

Besolvedy That the thanks of this Grand Commandery be, and 
the same are, hereby tendered to Narragansett Commandery, 
under Dispensation, for the exemplification of the Orders of the 
Red Cross and the Temple. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 
E. Sir Henry W. Warren offered the following reso- 
lution : — 

Besolvedy That the thanks of this Grand Commandery be, and 
the same are, hereby tendered to E. Sir John Dean, and his 
assistants, for their exemplification of the Order of Malta. 

On motion, the resolution was adopted. 

Eemarks were made by E. Sir Abraham A. Dame and 
others, in regard to the Ritual of the Orders, which led to 
the following motion, by E. Sir Charles A. Stott : — 
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Moved^ That a committee of three or more be appointed by the 
R.E. Grand Commander, to prepare and report a system of 
Work or Ritual of the Orders, to be adopted by this Grand 
Commandery at its next Annual Assembly. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott havino: asked to be excused from 
serving on the committee, the R.E. Grand Commander 
appointed V.E. Sir William S. ShurtlefF, and E. Sir Knights 
William W. Baker, Charles H. Titus, Daniel Harwood, 
and John Eldred, as a Committee on Ritual. 

There being no further business, prayer was offered by 
the E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, Grand Prelate. i 

The V.E. Deputy Grand Commander declared the Grand 
Asylum closed. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 

Seftbmbbb 26, 1870. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commandery op 

Knights Templars and Appendant Orders op Mas- 
sachusetts AND Rhode Island was held at Westerly, 
county of Washington, and State of Ehode Island, on Mon- 
day, September 26, 1870. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in Due Array, and 
opened in Form at 8 o'clock, p.m. 

Officers Present. 

B.E. Sir Bbnjamin Dban Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Sltck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Chables Adams Stott Grand Captain-General. 

E. Sir Rey. John William Dadmun . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir HoBACB Daniels Junior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfbbd F. Chapman ..... Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Edwabd H. Brainabd Grand Sword-Bearer. 

E. Sir G. T. Swabtz, as Grand Standard-Bearer. 

E. Sir Hbnbt P. Pebeins Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Lbyi L. Wbbsteb Grand Captain of the Guards. 

E. Sir Ebbn Flagg Gat Grand Sentinel. 

The R.E. Grand Commander stated that this assembly 
was called for the purpose of constituting Narragansett 
Commandery of Eoiights Templars and Appendant Orders, 
and installing its officers. 

The Grand Officers were then escorted into the Asylum 
of Narragansett Commandery, and received by the Sir 
Ejiights, formed in Due Array, with all the honors due on 
the occasion. 
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The E.E. Grand Commander then proceeded to form and 
open Narragansett Commandery of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders in Due and Ancient Form, and proc- 
lamation thereof was made by E. Sir Henry P. Perkins, 
Grand Warder, E. Sir Horace Daniels acting as Senior 
Grand Warden. 

The official obligation was then administered, and the 
E.E. Grand Commander installed Sir James M. Pendleton, 
Eminent Commander ; Sir George G. Stillman, General- 
issimo ; Sir J. Alonzo Babcock, Captain-General ; together 
with the remainintf officers. 

TheR.E. Grand Commander was assisted in the installa- 
tion ceremonies by E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, E. Sir 
Charles A. Stott, and E. Sir Eev. John W. Dadmun, after 
which the usual proclamation was made by E. Sir Henry 
P. Perkins, Grand Warder. 

The E.E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing— 

ADDRESS. 

Sir Kniobts of Narbaoansett Commandery : — 

I know something of the perplexities attending the choice of a 
name for a Commandery of Knights Templars ; of the various 
suggestions ; of the reason for discarding this name, and not lik- 
ing that name ; and of the feeling that all the good names are 
, appropriated by others. I have been through it all : the discus- 
sions whether the name of a renowned Templar, or of some 
place rendered famous by the crusades, or of some modern 
masonic celebrity, or of the place of the (Encampment's) Com- 
mandery's location would be the most appropriate ; and have 
known many long meetings of intelligent men consumed in reject- 
ing proposed names, until at last one has been chosen because a 
name must be had, not because the name adopted was altogether 
satisfactory. 
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; I do not know that the Knights of this Commandery were 
troubled by any of these familiar perplexities. If you were, you, 
certainly, at last, brought up far from the beaten track. The 
name of no Templar Warrior, nor Templar Martyr, is embla- 
zoned on your banner to keep green, in the memory, the valor and 
constancy of the protectors of the Holy Places. You unfurl to 
the bright rays of the rising sun, the euphoneous name of a 
powerful savage tribe that once inhabited these beautiful shores, — 
Narragansett Commandery. 

The name seems to me not only exceedingly beautiful in itself, 
but its adoption the result of a really chivalrous sentiment. 

We have possession of their lands ; and where in all the world 
was there a country better adapted to their wants ? Fish and 
game in abundance ; and a moderate quantity of maize supplied 
their simple wants. 

But they are gone ! The factory, with its busy and wealth-pro- 
ducing hum, has supplanted the wigwam of poles and bark and 
skins ; and the sail and steam of commerce has supplanted the 
feathery birch canoe. 

It is certainly chivalrous and knightly to place the name of a 
people we have wronged (perhaps the wrong was inevitable, but 
still a wrong,) in a place of honor among ourselves, not only as 
a reminder of the instability of all earthly things, but, also, as an 
atonement for their wrongs and sufferings. 

But that is not all : we, who are accustomed to draw lessons of 
instruction and inspiration from the deeds of warriors and mar- 
tyrs, may, from a Nari'agansett King, draw a lesson of fidelity 
scarcely surpassed by that of the Junior Grand Warden of the 
P. Grand Lodge at Jerusalem. 

Washington Irving, in his sketch of the life of King Philip, 
in telling the story of the attack upon the Narragansetts, because 
Canonchet, their sachem, received and welcomed his friend, 
says, — 

" The fete of the brave and generous Canonchet is worthy of particular 
mention ; the last scene of his life is one of the noblest instances on record 
of Indian magnanimity. 
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" Broken down in his power and resources by this signal defeat, yet faithful 
to his ally, and to the hapless cause which he had espoused, he rejected 
all overtures of peace offered on condition of betraying Philip and his fol- 
lowers, and declared that ' he would fight it out to the last man, rather 
than become a servant to the English.' 

" His home being destroyed : his country harrassed and laid waste by the 
incursions of the conquerers, he was obliged to wander away to the bank of 
the Connecticut, where he formed a rallying point to the whole body of 
Western Indians, and laid waste several English settlements. 

" Early in the spring he departed on a hazardous expedition, with only 
thirty men, to penetrate to Seaconck, in the vicinity of Mount Hope, and to 
procure seed corn to plant for the sustenance of his troops. This little band 
of adventurers had passed safely through the Pequod country, and were in 
the centre of the Narragansett, resting at some wigwams near Pawtucket 
river, when an alarm was given of an approaching enemy. Having but 
seven men with him at the time, Canonchet dispatched two of them to the 
top of a neighboring hill, to bring intelligence of the foe. 

** Panic-struck by the appearance of a troop of English and Indians, rap- 
idly advancing, they fled in breathless terror past their chieftain, without 
stopping to inform him of the danger. Canonchet sent another scout, who 
did the same. 

. '' He then sent two more, one of whom, hurrying back in confusion and 
affright, told him that the whole British army was at hand. 

" Canonchet saw there was no choice but immediate flight. He attempted 
to escape round the hill, but was perceived and hotly pursued by the hostile 
Indians, and a few of the fleetest of the English. Finding the swiftest 
pursuer close upon his heels, he threw off first his blanket, then his silver - 
laced coat and belt of peag, by which his enemies knew him to be Canon- 
chet, and redoubled the eagerness of pursuit. 

" At length, in dashing through the river, his foot slipped upon a stone, 
and he fell so deep as to wet his gun. This accident so struck him with 
despair, that, as he afterward confessed, * his heart and bowels turned within 
him, and he became like a rotten stick, void of strength.' 

" To such a degree was he unnerved, that being seized by a Pequod 
Indian within a short distance of the river, he made no resistance, though a 
man of great vigor of body, and boldness of heart. But on being made 
prisoner, the whole pride of his spirit rose within him, and from that moment 
we find, in the anecdotes given by his enemies, nothing but repeated flashes 
of elevated and prince-like heroism. 

" Being questioned by one of the English who first came up with him, 
and who had not attained his twenty-second year, the proud-hearted war- 
rior, looking with lofty contempt upon his youthful countenance, replied, 
' you are a child ; you cannot understand matters of war ; let your brother 
or chief come, him will I answer.' 

" Though repeated offers were made to him of his life, on condition of 
submitting with his nation to the English, yet he rejected them with disdain, 
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and refused to send any proposals of the kind to the great body of his sub- 
jects, saying that he Icnew none of them would comply. Being reproached 
with his breach of faith towards the whites ; his boast, that he would not 
deliver a Wampanoag, nor the paring of a Wampanoag's nail; and his 
threat, that he would burn the English alive in their houses, he disdained to 
justify himself, haughtily answering that ' others were as forward for the war 
as himself, and he desired to hear no more thereof/ 

" So noble and unshaken a spirit, so true a fidelity to his cause and his 
friend, might have touched the feelings of the generous and the brave ; but 
Canonochet was an Indian , — a being towards whom war had no courtesy, 
humanity no law, religion no compassion : he was condemned to die. 

" The last words of his that are recorded, are worthy the greatness of his 
soul. When sentence of death was passed upon him, he observed * that he 
liked it well, for he should die before his heart was soft, or he had spoken 
anything unworthy of himself 

" His enemies gave him the death of a soldier, for he was shot at Ston- 
ingliam, by three young sachems of his own rank." 

The kiog of the Narragansetts could not violate a law nor 
betray a trust : his life was, with him, nothing in the compari- 
son. The widow's son of the tribe of Nepthali could do no more. 
The Grand Commandery will ever look to Narragansett Com- 
mandery with confidence for assistance and support in every 
emergency. By the name you have selected, you have canonized 
the king of a departed people, because he was faithful and true 
to his trust. You will be faithful to yours. You will be faith- 
ful to your trusts, not alone in that ecumenical ^ense which says 
you will be true to your specific engagements as Knights Tem- 
plars, — true to yourselves, to your fellow Templars, and to your 
own Grand Commandery ; but in that larger and broader sense 
which it is the peculiar province of Masonry, in all its branches, to 
inculcate, and of which the entire community, and the nation, 
desire the benefit (for the spirit, courage, and faithfulness, of citi- 
zens, make the strength of nations, and the wealth of a people). 
Masonry teaches fidelity to every engagement ; not only fidelity 
to the law, and to those positive agreements and engagements 
that cannot be mistaken, but that chivalrous fidelity which meets 
all the wants of refined society, and adds a positive pleasure to 
living in this beautiful world. It is faithfulness to your trusts 
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which makes the good Templar. It is this lesson of faithfulness 
which makes the good and true citizen, the good and true hus- 
band, father, son, and brother. Is it for the good of the commu- 
nity and the nation, that it should have good and true citizens ; 
good and true husbands, fathers, sons, brothers? Your hearts 
say yes. Then, I say, it is for the good of the community and of 
the nation, that the solid, the influential, the real working men 
of the community and of the nation, should be Masons, and as 
many as possible of them Knights Templars. 

Who can estimate the value to a people of a society, wide- 
spread and extending everywhere, which inculcates truth and 
fidelity as a cardinal virtue ? Truth begets courage, and every 
other virtue. The man of truth walks uprightly : he looks his 
neighbor in the eye : he dodges no corners, but fights the battle 
of life right manfully. 

I do not wish to be understood that our societies were estab- 
lished for the direct purpose of accomplishing the objects, I have 
endeavored to show, they do so decidedly accomplish. 

While the exact origin of all masonic societies is surrounded 
by mystery, and enveloped in obscurity, it may well be admitted 
that they owed their origin to the peculiar wants and condition 
of the time of their origin ; and that they were established to 
aid some particular purpose, and for the aggrandizement of the 
founders themselves. Nor must it be understood that I mean to 
assert that the members of any new Commandery establish it 
for the avowed purpose of educating the community to a high 
state of honor or morals. But I do say the teachings of all 
masonic societies have the efiect I have endeavored to portray, 
and that they do accomplish that result. 

I go further than that : I say one great object of our Frater- 
nity — direct," ostensible, and avowed, — is to educate themselves 
to the highest state of integrity and honor in all their dealings 
with each other, and with all other persons ; and I say that the 
entire community, and the nation, receive the benefit of this 
instruction and inspiration of so many of its members. 
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And now, my companions, your anchor is up ; your sails are 
spread to the passing breeze ; your papers are clear ; your mis- 
sion is holy. Steer by the compass of truth and fidelity, and all 
will be well. 

You must not be deterred if you should find your barque sur- 
rounded by fog ; if storms beset you ; or if shoals and rocks are 
in your path. Steer by the compass of truth and fidelity, and 
when the fog lifts, you will find yourselves still on your course, 
and that Scylla and Charybdis are left on the one hand and the 
other ; and that the storms only break a rotten spar, or carry 
away a rotten sail, and free you from the evil of poor material. 

Sir Knights, the Grand Commandery wishes you a safe and 
prosperous voyage, and bids you God speed. 

■ 

Eminent Commander Sir J. M. Pendleton, in behalf 
of Narragansett Commandery, returned the thanks of that 
Body for the courtesy shown by the Grand Commandery, 
and expressed their gratification at the result. 

He also extended, with true knightly courtesy, the hospi- 
talities of the Narragansett Knights, to the representatives 
of the Grand Commandery. 

The Grand OflScers then returned to the Grand Asylum, 
and the R.E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Com- 
mandery closed. 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 
October 28, 1870. 

The Sixtieth Annual Assembly of the Grand Com- 

MANDERY OF KnIGHTS TeMPLARS AND THE APPENDANT 

Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island was 
held at the Masonic Temple, in the city of Boston, Friday, 
October 28, 1870. 

Formed in Due Array, and opened the Grand Command- 
ery in Ample Form at 2 o'clock, p.m. 

Officers Present. 

R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

V.E. Sir WiLLiAV S. Shurtlefp . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyok Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Chakles A. Stott Grand Captain-General. 

E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun .... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Henry W. Warren Senior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Junior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Edward H. Brainard Grand Sword-Bearer. 

E. Sir Hbnrt P. Perkins Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Levi L. Webster Grand Captain of the Guard. 

E. Sir Eben F. Gat ....*.... Grand Sentinel. 

permanent members. 

Abraham A. Dame. Winslow Lewis. Rev. Charles H. Titub. 

Charles W. Moore. William S. Gardner. William W. Bakes. 

PAST commanders. 

John Sheplet. D. McBean Thaxter. George E. Stacy. 

S. S. GiNNODO. William F. Salmon. E. Dana Bancroft. 

A. Crawford Greene. Charles E. Powers. John Burney. 
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Prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Sir Rev. 
John W. Dadmun. 

The record of the last Semi-Annual Assembly having 
been printed and distributed, the reading was dispensed 
with. 

The reports of committees being called for, further time 
leas asked for, and granted to each. 

ThiEi Most Eminent William Sewall Gardner, Grand Mas* 
teir of iSie Grand Encampment of the United States, entered 
the Grand Asylum, unannounced and unattended ; but he 
was pi'omptly received widi the honors due his rank as the 
Official Head of the Order. 

The E. Grand Recorder announced that the Records and 
By-Laws of William Parkman Commandery, and of North- 
aaaptoa Commandery, each working under Dispensation, 
with the papers relating thereto, were upon his desk for 
examination ; also, the By-Laws of Jerusalem Commandery, 
as amended, for approval. Whereupon they were each re- 
ferred to ihe following committee, — Sir Knights D. McBean 
Thaxter, Thomas A. Doyle, and E. T. Wilson. 

The following petitions were presented, and referred to 
the same committee : — 

NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY. 

To the Graiid Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Idand: — 

We, the undersigned Knights Templars, having petitioned for 
and received a Dispensation bearing date of June 2, 1870, have 
worked under the same to this date. We do hereby submit our 
BeoDTds and By-Laws for your approval, respectfully praying 
that a Charter be granted us, and that our Commandery be reg- 
ularly constituted. The prayer of this petition being granted, 



OF MASSACHUSETTS AND BHODE ISLAND. 59 

we promise strict obedience to the commands of the Grami .Com- 
mander, and the laws and regulations of the Grand Qomr 

manderj. 

D. W. Crafts. A. C. Baston. 

JOSIAH H. FrINDLB. C^ARLBS S. "^BtAXT" 

Gborgb S. Fhblps. Smith Carr. 

Edward C. Crafts. G. L. Mahohhstbb. 

J. C. Williams. Georob S. Clark. 

AysBL Wright, Jr. Josbph W. Wilson. 

Northampton, October 27, 1870. 

WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDBBY. 

2^0 the Grand Commander^ of Knights Templars and the Appendant Chfiemff 

Massachusetts and Bhode Island : •■>- 

The undersigned, working under a Dispensation issued by the 

Hight Eminent Grand Commander, Sir Beiyamin Dean, on the 

twelfth day of May, 1870, respectfully ask that they may receive 

-a Charter, authorizing them to establish a Commaudery to l»e 

known and designated by the name of " William Par]gn9.,n 

Commandery," to be located in that part of Boston koawif as 

East Boston. 

Seth C. Ambs. Frbdbriok A«hworth. 

A. B. Barrett. Josbph Mitohxlxi. 

E. C. Chambbrlin. Gbobob F. HoasA. 
Philanbbr Nuttbr. J. H. S. PsAmaON. 
William J. Ellis. William DinysVPLB. 
Benjamin Albbb. Jambs Smith. 
Elisha Fotb. Isaac MoALLisrBB. 
Edward H. Morse. Gilbert B. Bartlbtt. 
James B. Webstbr. Simeon Craoin. 
Joseph Baker. William Waters, Jr. 
A. D. Jaquith^ Bvfus CirsHiCAN. 

W. S. Patteb. Gborob F. Glough. 

D. B. EiDDER. W. S. ELlll. 

Henry Kbnnbt, Jr. S. B. Sanbqut. 

John Peterson. William W. Elliott. 

Thomas Shaw. Wbslbt A. Govb. 

John Garnet. J. H. Potb. 

East Boston, October 6, 1870. 
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On motion of Sir Thomas A. Doyle, it was unanimously 
Votedy That the election of oflScers for the year ensuing, 
be held at five o'clock/ 

The accounts of the Grand Treasurer were referred to the 
following committee for examination, — Sir Knights William 
F* Salmon, Edward L. Freeman, and Stafford W. Razee. 

PROXIES. 
The following Knights were recognized as Proxies : — 

Sir Geobob H. Bubi^hah, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir James 

Hutchinson, Fast Grand Master. 
E. Sir Spenoeb P. Read, of St. John's Commanderj', for Sir James Sals- 

bnrjr, Past Grand Generalissimo. 
Sir S. L. Shaffeb, of Worcester County Commandery, for Sir George 

F. Wood, Captain-General. 
E. Sir Henbt Chickebing, of Berkshire Commandery, for Sir H. S. Rus- 
sell, Generalissimo. 
Sir Sebanus Bowen, of Boston Commandery, for Sir Gideon Haynes, 

Captain-General. 
E. Sir John Eldbed, of Washington Commandery, for Sir George F. 

CrandaU. 
E. Sir E. L. Fbeemak, of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, for Sir Charles A. 

Fales, Captain-General. 
Sir F. J. Fobs, of Hugh de Fayens Commandery, for Sir Thomas Winship, 

Generalissimo. 
Sir Chables Noubse, of Woonsocket Commandery, for Sir Lehbeus C. 

Tourtellot, Captain-GeneraL 

On motion, in was Voted^ That the Dispensations granted 
to South Shore Commandery and to Bristol Commandery, 
be continued. 

The following reports of committees were presented : — 

TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The undersigned, a committee to examine the books and 
accounts of the Treasurer, have carefully attended to the duty, 
and find the book correctly kept, and all payments duly entered. 
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The Receipts €are, — 

Cash Balance, 1869 |1,308.48 

„ Dividends on Stocks 778.00 

„ Charters, $120. Dispensations, $160 280.00 

„ Hetums for Commanderies 8,069.38 

$6,480.76 

Di^iarsementa, 

Rents and Sundries $188.90 

Thornton, 1868 and 1869, $260. Salaries 1869 and 1870 .... 310.00 

Expenses and' Tray el Fees, Grand Officers 661.35 

„ Printing and Copying 918.88 

Banquet, Froyidence 141.60 

Inyestment, 14 Shares Ogdensburg Railroad ........ 1,218.26 

„ a tenth of Receipts to Grand Fund 412.73 

Cash on hand by new account 1,679,70 







$6,430.76 




Boston, October 28, 1870. 


The Property consists of — 






Cost 


Yalae October 28, 1870. 


2 Shares Boylston Bank . . . 


$200.00 . . 


$160.00 . . . $300.00 


2 „ Atlantic „ ... 


. 198.00 . . 


130.00 . . . 260.00 


5 „ Mount Vernon Bank . 


466.26 
1.112.60 5 • • 




10 „ Mount Vernon Bank . 


129.00 . . . 1,966.00 


11 „ 2d National Bank . . 


1,100.00 ) 
973.60) • * 




9 „ 2d Natianal Bank . . 


141.25 . . . 2,945.00 


24 „ Market Bank .... 


2,400.00) 
1,080.26) • • 




10 „ Market Bank .... 


116.00 . . . 8,961.00 


14 „ Ogdensburg Raihroad . 


1,218.26 . . . 


90.00 . . . 1,260.00 



$8,698.75 $10,661.00 

8,698.76 



Gain in yalae $1,962.25 

Your committee recommend that the Grand Treasurer be 
paid the usual annual fee of fifly dollars* 

William F. Salmon. 
Edward L. Freeman. 
S. W. Razee. 
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On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommend- 
ations adopted. 

REPORT OF- COMMITTEE ON WORK. 

The eommittee to whom was referred the subject of the Work 
of the Orders of Knighthood hare attended to that duty, and beg 
leave to report, — 

The subject of an iraiformity of work in this Grand Body has 
attracted the attention of its members for many years, and differ- 
ent methods have, from time to time, been attempted in order that 
we might arrive at a successfnl and satisfactory conclusion ; but 
its endeavors have not been attended with the success that the 
importance of the subject demands. 

The adopted work in the subordinate Bodies is not so diverse 
and fixed in its differences, that a judicious remedy could not 
be adopted to neutralize all differences and restore work and 
ritual to wished for harmony. 

Your committee deems it not unprofitable, at this time, to recur 
to our early history, and, especially, to that period covering the 
formation of our oldest subordinates, to whom the work was 
original, and, consequently, authoritative and unquestioned. Sir 
Thomas Smith Webb and Sir Henry Fowle were for many years 
the first Commanders of Encampments in Providence and Boston : 
they were also associated together in the Grand Encampment ; 
and it is reasonable, therefore, to infer that their work was scrup- 
ulously and entirely in unison. It was, also, the received and 
acknowledged work, — the standard work in Templar Masonry 
throughout the United States. Its purity and correctness were kept 
unsullied by the constant use of the lectures, so that, if any 
innovation was temporarily admited, a reference to the lectures 
would immediartely correct the error. For many years, these two 
Bodies were the only live Encampments in the jurisdiction. 
Worcester County Encampment was chartered in 1825, and 
took its work from Boston. Springfield Encampment 'received a 
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Dispensation in 1826 ; but your Committee believes tbat the En- 
campment did not go into operation till 1845 or 1850, when this 
Grand Body gave them the necessary authority. Its first Com- 
mander, on its restoration, was Sir James W. Crobks, who 
received his earliest instructions from Boston Encampment. 

De Molay was instituted in 1848, and was an offshoot from 
Boston Encampment ; and Holy Sepulchre, Pawtucket, an ofi*shoot 
from St. John's, Providence, was chartered in 1849. Thus it will 
be seen, that up to 1855, the work of the Orders of Knighthood 
came directly from Boston and St. John's Encampments ; or, in 
other words, from Webb and Fowls, or their immediate success- 
ors ; and it is highly probable that their work was uniform, and 
that no shadow of variation had as yet crept in : for, in those 
days, the study of the lectures was as highly cultivated as the 
practice of the work ; and, when the former is adhered to, it is 
impossible that we can materially err. 

In 1855, we come to the first record of an exemplification of 
the work before this Grand Body. It was at the Annual Meeting 
in October of that year. The Boston Encampment — Sir Daniel 
Harwood, Commander — exhibited the three Orders, to the high 
^tisfaction of the Grand Officers* 

In. 1856, De Molay Encampment, in full regalia, as appears 
by the records, exemplified the Order of the Temple. 

At 9, Special Meeting in February, 1860, on motion of Sir Wil- 
liam S. Gardner, a committee of seven was appointed '^ to examine 
the work and ritual, for the purpose of producing a similarity 
therein.'* And here we have the firdt intimation of any variation 
from the legitimate work ; whieh variations must have emanated 
from one or more of the older Bodies, already named, for not 
one-quarter of our present subordinates were then in active exist- 
ence. This committee consisted of the following distinguished 
Knights, viz., Field, Hutchinson, Gardner, Walker, Nurse, 
Miller, and Dame. Their labors, however, seem to have had a 
limited existence, for in the May following, it was, on motion of 
Sir Benjamin Dean, voted, '^ that the Grand Master be authorized 
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to appoint a Grand Lecturer ; and that the committee (alluded 
to above) be discharged when such Grand Lecturer shall have 
been appointed. 

In May, 1861, the Boston Encampment exemplified the work ; 
and, in 1862, it was exemplified by De Molay Encampment, when 
Sir John R. Bradford, who had been appointed Grand Lect- 
urer, gave a lecture on the Order of the Red Cross, which was, it 
is believed, the first and only lecture that had been given before 
this Grand Body for many years. 

In May, 1864, St. John's Encampment exhibited the Red Cross. 
At this meeting, on motion of Sir Charles H. Titus, a committee of 
seven, consisting of the following Knights, viz., Bradford, Titus, 
Dame, Salmon, Salsbury, Shurtlefi*, and Parkman, was appointed 
to sit during the recess, and examine the work and lectures of 
the Encampment within this jurisdiction. Whether these several 
committees made any progress in the matter is not known, as 
nothing appears upon the records to confirm such an opinion ; 
probably, their labors were confined to a consideration of the 
subject in committee, and they arrived at no conclusion that 
would warrant them to recommend any definite plan of action. 

From 1865 to the present time, the work has been annually- 
exemplified by different Bodies, which have exhibited various 
degrees of excellence, and various degrees of correctness, as we 
understand the word. Yet each, in turn, has been commended, and 
no criticism or dissentant voice has been heard. It is, therefore, 
apparent, that we have not attached so much importance to these 
exemplifications, as the subject demands. We have, unconsciously, 
allowed innovations to creep in, and have neglected to apply the 
remedy at the proper time ; and hence, the subject has assumed its 
present serious proportions. 

In 1869, the work was exemplified by a special committee, 
selected, it was thought, with great care. After repeated rehears- 
als, they exhibited, before this Grand Body, the Orders of the Red 
Cross, Temple, and Malta. They were carefully rendered, and, 
apparently, gave satisfaction ; but the endeavor was unfortunate : 
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this Grand Body was not, seemingly, prepared for it. The 
various EncampmeDts were not, apparently, ready to change the 
work they were severally practising ; for, on a call, amendments 
azid suggestions were offered in profusion, — one Knight announc- 
ing, that he was prepared with over fifty instances of variations 
from the work of his own Encampment. The committee ap- 
pointed to consider these changes gave up in despair of recon- 
ciling so many differences, and thus the attempt ended. 

Your committee refers to these matters merely to show that this 
Grand Body has not heen unmindful of the subject or its duty ; 
aftd that it has ever been ready to promote any endeavor that 
tended to uniformity and propriety. And, though these attempts 
have not been successful, your committee are of opinion, that it 
is within the resources of this Grand Body to mature a scheme, 
which, if carried out, would produce the desired result. But, in 
aay event, whatever scheme may be attempted, the matter must 
be entered upon in a conciliatory spirit : a spirit of concession most 
prevail, — concession to antiquity, or what can be demonstrated ta 
be original and true ; and a concession to propriety, or the pro- 
gressive spint of the Institution, such as we have made to the 
General Grand Body in changing our Constitutions : in fine, to 
see how well we can agree^ rather than to see how far we can 
differ. 

Your eoihmitiee would, therefore, respectfully recommend — 

lst« That the acquisition of the lectures of the various Orders 
he seriously and strictly enjoined upon the officers and members 
of the subordinate Bodies, but particularly upon the officers ; 
and that they be fervently impressed with the belief, that there is 
no sure foundation for correctness other than a thorough knowl- 
edge of them. 

2d. That a convention pf Commanderies, or by special dele- 
gates, consisting of three from each Commandery, one of whom 
shall be the E. Commander, be held at such time and place as 
the Grand Commander may designate. At that convention, the 

9 
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work and lectures shall be fully rehearsed, and the convention 
shall definitely decide with a view to make it final and binding. 

dd. When such work shall be accepted by this Grand Body, 
the Grand Commander shall appoint one or more Grand Lect^ 
urers, whose duty it shall be to teach and disseminate such work 
throughout the jurisdiction. 

All of which is respectively submitted. 

William W. Baker. 

C. H. Titus. 

John Eldred. 

On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

GsAin> COMMAKDBBT, BOBTON, Oct. 28, 1870. 

The committee, to whom was referred the By-Laws of Jerusa- 
lem Commandery, and the petitions for a Charter from the 
Knights of Northampton and William Farkman Commanderies, 
respectfully report, that the amendments made to the By-Laws of 
Jerusalem Commandery be approved ; that Charters be granted 
to Northampton and William Farkman Commanderies. 

They recommend that, in the By-Laws of Northampton Com- 
mandery, the clause relating to Special Meetings, in Section 8, 
Article I., be stricken out. Also, that Sections 4 and 5, Article 
I. ; Sections 1 and 2, Article II. ; Section 3, Article IV. ; Section 
1, Article V. ; Section 1, Article VIII. ; so much of Section 2, 
Article VIIL, as relates to the committee reporting ; and Section 
3, Article VIIL, be stricken out. They find Section 1, Article 
IV., to be incomplete ; and deem Section 3, Article V., and Sec- 
tion 2, Article VL, inexpedient. 

They recommend that, in the By-Laws of William Farkman 
Commandery, Sections 4 and 5, Article I. ; Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 8, 9, 10, 11, Article II. ; and the 1st, 3d, and 5th Bule of Order 
be stricken out ; that Section 7, Article 11. , be amended to read, 
once a month, instead of " every three months." 
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The records of both these Bodies appear to have been neatly 
and properly kept. . 

D. McB. Thaxteb. 
Thomas A. Doyle. 

E. T. Wilson. 

On motion, the report was accepted, and the recommend- 
ations adopted. 

ELECTION OF OFFICEBS. 

The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the 
K.E. Grand Commander appointed the following committee 
to collect and count the votes, — Sir E. T. Wilson, Sir 
Hocum Hosford, and Sir E. L. Freeman. 

The R.E. Grand Commander invited E. Sir William .W. 
Baker, Past Grand Master, to take command during the 
election, and resigned the chair to him for that purpose. 

The roll of the Commanderies having been called, it was 
found that the following were represented by seventy-nine 
voters : — 



Saint John's. 
Boston. 
Nbwbubtpobt. 
Washington. 
WoBCESTEB County. 
Db Molat. 
Holt Sbpulchbb. 

FiLGBIH. 

Falbstinb. 



MiLFOBD. 

Saint Bebnabd. 
Calvaby. 
Old Colony. 
Bethany. 
Jebusalem. 
Hugh De Fayens. 
Saint Omeb. 
Bebkshibe. 



woonsocket. 
godfbey de bouillon 
Joseph Wabben. 
Nabbagansett. 
William Fabkman, 

(U.D.) 

Bbistol, (u.d.) 
nobthampton, (u.d.) 
South Shobb, (u.d.) 



The following officers were elected : — 



B.E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. . . Grand Commander. 

V.E. Sir William S. Shubtlepf, Springfield, Deputy Grand Commander 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Froridence, R.I. Grand Generalissimo. 
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B. Sir Chaslss A. Stott, LoweU, Mass. . . Grand Captfun-General. 

E. Sir Bey. John W. Dadmuit, Boston, Mass. Grand Prelate^ 

E. Sir Chables E. Powbbs, Boston, Mass. . Senior Grand Warden. 

B. Sir HoBAOB Daniels, Pawtucket, B.I. . . Junior Grand Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkhan, Boston, Mass. . . Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfbbd F. Chapman, Boston, Mass. . Grand Recorder. 

ADJOURNED. 

The Grand Commandery was then adjourned until Seven 
and one-half o'clock, p.m. 

A collation having been ordered by the R.E. Grand 
Commander, to be served in the Banquet-hall, the Bjiights 
passed the hour for refreshment in an agreeable and social 
mann^. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The hour to which the Grand Commandery was adjourned 
having arrived, the Benights were called to order by the B.E>. 
Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, in behalf of a majority of the 
committee to whom was referred the proposed amendment to 
the Constitution, — Section 6, Article III., by striking out 
**five" and inserting "two," — reported that it was inexpe- 
dient to make the change. 

Sir A. Crawford Greene submitted the following minority 
report : — 

To the Right Eminent Grand Commandery of . Massachusetts and Rhode Island: — 

Tour committee, to whom was referred the subject of reducing 
the dues from the subordinate Commanderies for candidates 
received by them, report — 
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That they haTe considered tlie fiubject assigned to them, and 
are convinced that great benefit would result to the subordinate 
Commanderies, by a reduction in the dues now required of them 
by this Body. 

The sum of five dollars for each candidate was needed to keep 
up our organization, when the subordinate Bodies were few in 
number, and the annual increase of members slight. 

Now, however, that the Grand Body has upwards of thirteen 

m 

thousand doUara of invested funds, and a large number of subor- 
dinates, whose annual increase in their roll of Sir Knights is 
counted by hundreds, a reduction in the dues can easily be made, 
and should be done for the welfare of our subordinates. 

Your committee belifeve that the sum of two dollars for each 
initiate, would be amply sufficient to qieet the proper expenses of 
this Body. It shotrld be borne in mind that many of the subor- 
dinates have but limited means, and that, in order to keep up a 
a healthy organisation, great exertion is required, and oftentimes 
liberal contributions from their members. A reduction iu the 
annual dues of three dollars per candidate, would be of great 
benefit to these Commanderies, and would thereby strengthen 
our Order in this jurisdiction. 

Your committee are of opinion that after a Grrand Body has 
accumulated a sum, the income from which is sufficient to defray 
all needed expenses, in case their receipts from candidates should 
be cut ofiT, there is no longer a necessity for maintaining high 
dues ; and such is the condition of this Body at the present time. 

It may be hardly necessary to add, that if a reduction be 
made in the dues, and time reveals that they are too small for 
the proper maintenance of this Body, an additional sum can be 
easily imposed. 

Your committee, however, feel that no such emergency is likely 
to arise, and they have no hesitation in recommending that the 
dues from candidates be, hereafter, two dollars, instead of five, 
as now required. 

Respectfully submitted, 

A. Grawb'ord Gbeekc. 
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Sir John Eldred moved to substitute the minority for the 
majority report. Adopted. 

E. Sir Henry Chickering moved to substitute " three " for 
^ two " in the report. Adopted. 

It was then moved that the Constitution be amended, by 
striking out "five," in Section 6, Article II., and inserting 
" three." 

On the vote being taken, the Constitution was so amended, 
more than two-thirds having voted in the affirmative. 

Sir D. McBean Thaxter, Chairman of the Committee on 

Jurisdiction within the city of Boston,, submitted the follow- , 

ing report : — 

Boston, October 28, 1870. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the juris- 
diction of the CQmmanderies within the city of Boston, respect- 
fully report, — 

That the R.E. Grand Commander, in his address to this Body 
at its last Assembly, has so forcibly and succinctly stated the 
facts in regard to the several Commanderies within the present 
limits of the city of Boston, and the reasons why it would seem 
desirable, if not necessary for the interest of the Order, " to fix 
the limits of territorial jurisdiction, inter se, that your committee 
have little else to do, but to suggest the boundaries within which 
the several subordinate Bodies named, shall exercise, exclusively, 
those powers granted to them by their several Charters. 

Within a few years, by annexation of territory, the original 
limits of the city have been so far extended, that from one ex- 
treme to the other may be a distance of twelve or more miles ; 
and it so happens that in each of the several sections, save one, 
we have a Commandery located. 

An applicant for the " Orders," however, may be received in 
the Body most remote from his residence, or the neighborhood 
where he is best knowD, when at home, or in the Commandery 
where he should be balloted for, admission to Knighthood would 
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not be granted him. Your committee are informed that this has 
actually happened ; that there are those now claiming and exer- 
cising all the privileges of Knighthood, the right to which they 
have obtained in a Commandery where they could not be known 
as they are in another much nearer to them, and which latter 
they now visit, much to the dissatisfaction of some of its mem- 
bers. Thus, as has been stated, " the barriers and safeguards 
which you have erected for the protection of the whole Body of 
Templars, are overthrown. 

The Commanderies in the suburbs, obtaining their rents 
cheaper, and in other ways reducing their expenses, are enabled 
to make the fee for the Orders less than those more centrally 
located can afford to do. Hence, arises a necessity, or an appar- 
ent one, at least, for bidding one against the other, and, by conse- 
quence, a struggle for candidates, and a less critical examination 
into their qualifications. No state of things can be more danger- 
ous, or more certainly destructive to our prosperity and well- 
being. 

Again, under the present condition of things, any person 
resident of the city of Boston, desiring, for good and sufficient 
reasons, to receive the Orders in a Commandery without the city 
i){ Boston, must obtain the consent of all the Commanderies 
within the city, they all having joint jurisdiction ; certainly a 
very burdensome necessity. Or, if it be decided that the consent 
of one only need be obtained, that consent may be granted by a 
Commandery remote from the residence of the applicant, when 
the nearer Body might very properly refuse. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend the passage of the 
following orders : — 

Ordered, That hereafter Boston, De Molay, and Saint Bernard Command- 
eries shall have joint and ezciuslye jurisdiction over all that territory within 
the city of Boston known as the city proper ; or, in other words, all that 
territory lying within the original boundaries of Boston, excepting East and 
South Boston. 

That Saint Omer Commandery shall have exclusive jurisdiction over all 
that territory, within the limits of Boston, known as South Boston. 

That Joseph Warren Commandery shall have exclusive jurisdiction over 
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ftll tlmt teiTitorj, within the lioiitt of the eily of Boston, which wm formerly 
a part of Roxbury. 

That William Parkman Commandery, when duly consituted, shall hare 
ezdusive jurisdiction over all that territory, within the limits of the eity of 
Boston, known as East Boaton. 

That all that territory withm the limits of the ci^ of Boston, formerly 
comprised within the limits of the town of Dorchester, shall be under the 
joint jurisdiction of the several Commanderies above named. 

BespectfuUy submitted, 

D. McBean Thaxtbe. 
Thomas A. Doyle, 
A. Crawford Greene. 
Charx.es Edward Powers. 

In Gband Commandebt, October 28, 1870. 
The undersigned regrets that he cannot consistently sign the 
report of the majoritj of the committee, believing that the Com- 
panion Royal Arch Masons residing within the city of Boston, 
should be left in full liberty to apply for the Orders to such Com- 

mandery as they may elect. 

S. J. M. Homer. 

It was Toted, that the robject and die reports be re- 
committed to the same committee. 

Sir Charles W. Moore, in behalf of the committee to 
amend Section 3, Article I.» of the Constitution, reported 
that the committee, after consultation, requeeted to be 
excused from further ooosideratioa of the subject. The 
committee was excused accordingly. 

M.E. Sir William Sewall Gardner offered the following 
motion : — 

Voted^ That the sum of fi^e thousand dollars of the moneys of 
this Grand Commandery be transferred by the Grand Treasurer, 
from and after this date, to the Grand Fund. 

Adopted unaiaimondy. 
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Sir Henry W. Warren, who was specially appointed to 
attend to the transfer of the archives of the Grand Com- 
mandery from the past to the present Grand Recorder, 
reported — 

That he had attended to the duty assigned him, and that the 
present Recorder was in possession of the records, and one small 
trunk, containing a major portion of the archives ; that there still 
remained some papers to be transferred, though nothing of very 
great consequence. 

The report was accepted, and the further duty of attending 
to the subject was referred to the E.E. Grand Commander. 

REPORT OF SIR W. W. BAKER, SPECIAL DEPUTY. 

Boston, October 10, 1870. 

B.E. Sir Benjamin Dban, Grand Commander of MastachtueUa and Rhod^ 

Island: — 

I return herewith the commission of August 23, 1870, with 
which you honored me, and, in accordance with its instructions, 
beg leave to report my doings thereon. 

On October 3, accompanied by Past Grand Master Sir Charles 
W. Moore, and E. Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Wai*den 
of this Grand Body, I visited Berkshire Commandery, Pittsfield ; 
and, on Tuesday, the 4th of October, Connecticut Valley Com- 
mandery, Greenfield. These two Bodies, among the youngest, 
as they are the most distant, in the jurisdiction, are in a prosper- 
ous and flourishing condition. The experience and progress of 
one, applies to both. Their numbers are drawn from the same 
kind of material, and both are actuated, in their desire for profi- 
ciency, by the same laudable motives. But they both labor 
under the same perplexity and embarrassment that exists in 
many of our subordinates in other parts of the jurisdiction. 



10 
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I allude to the want of, and a necessity for, an establised mode 
of work. The differences are not at present of very serious 
moment, but sufficient to cause a feeling of uneasiness, and a 
desire for such legitimate information and instruction, as shall be 
above the reach of doubt or dispute. Already are apparent in 
many of our Commanderies, deviations drawn from analogy, 
hearsay, or a wish, sincere no doubt, to improve the text. But 
experience has shown that any innovation, unless sustained by 
the highest authority, is dangerous, if not fatal, to our Institu- 
tion. 

The two Commanderies I have visited, are Bodies which rank 
high in this jurisdiction, and in the estimation of the communi- 
ties where they are located. They are willing to learn, and are 
anxious and pressing for the necessary information. They were 
informed — what I believe to be correct — that the Grand Comman- 
der was alive to the importance of the subject ; and that no efforts 
of himself, or his council, would be wanting to carry the matter 
to a successful result. 

Your delegation was received with that true courtesy which is 
the spirit of Knighthood, and the Commanderies named testified, 
by their kindness, the attachment they expressed for the Grand 
Body. 

In knightly courtesy, 

William W. Baker,' 

Special Deputy. 

REPORT OF SIR A. CRAWFORD GREENE, SPECIAL DEPUTY. 

To the Bight Eminent Sir Benjamin Dban, Grand Master of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

In accordance with your reqnest, and the authority herewith 
conferred, I visited, as your representative. Holy Sepulchre. 
Commandery, of Fawtucket, Rhode Island, on Wednesday 
evening, September 28, 1870, accompanied by Eminent Sir 
Spencer P. Beed, Commander of Saint John's Commandery; 
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Emiaent Sir Thomas Phillips, Commander of Calvary Com- 
mandery ; Sir James H. Allen, Generalissimo, and Sir Lyman 
H. Eddy, of Saint John's Commandery. We were pleased to 
meet Most Eminent Fast Commander Sir James Hutchinson, on 
oar arrival. 

The work was upon the Order of the Temple, and was ren- 
dered not only agreeable to the '^ Ancient Landmarks," but was 
well and faithfully executed. I am happy to be able to report 
this old Commandery as being in every way prosperous ; well 
officered ; with the existence of unbroken good feeling among a 
large, increasing, and zealous band of Sir Knights. We may 
confidently expect that this Commandery will not only preserve 
the high rank it has hitherto held, but will go on to greater pros- 
perity and usefulness. 

A bountiful collation, followed by a free interchange of good 
feeling and knightly courtesy, closed the evening's exercises. 

On a subsequent evening, I installed the new board of officers, 
assisted by Eminent Sir Horace Daniels, Junior Grand Warden. 

A. Crawfobd Grbbne, 

Special Dqau^, 

EEPORT OF GRAND CAPTAIN-GENERAL. 

To ih£ R.E, Grcmd Commandery and Knights of the Grand Commandery of Masaa- 

cbusetts and Rhode. Island : — 

I have the honor to submit the following report of my official 
visits to Haverhill, Palestine, Godfrey de Bouillon^ Winslow 
Lewis, Saint Bernard., and Jerusalem Commanderies. 

November 9, 1869, at the request of the E. Commander of 
Haverhill Commandery, and accompanied by Sir Knights Warron 
and Chapman, I visited them, and installed their officers. 

The installation was public ; and, upon entering the Asylum, I 
found a goodly array of the beauty of Haverhill assembled to 
witness the ceremonies of the evening. Haverhill Comnuind- 
ery was the home of iSir George Wingate Chase, a bright 
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and zealous Mason, as well as a courteous Knight. I had 
the pleasure of installing Sir James E. Gale, as Commandeif, 
and the successor of Sir Knight Chase ; and it is a sufficient 
guaranty of the loyalty of Haverhill Gommandery to know that 
its affairs are administered by a Knight of such courage and 
constancy. At the close of the ceremonies, music, dancing, and 
refreshments, occupied the attention of all until an early hour of 
the morning, and your representatives were much pleased with the 
brave Knights and fair ladies of Haverhill. 

March 2, 1870, I visited Palestine Gommandery, Ghelsea, 
accompanied by Sir Knights Park man and Ghapman, Grand 
Treasurer and Recorder. Our visit was well timed, for we found 
them conferring the Order of the Red Gross, with full ranks, and 
many visiting Knights from Hugh de Payens, Boston, and De 
Molay. The work was correctly and impressively rendered, and I 
was much pleased with the appearance of the Knights. At the 
close of the work we retired to the banquet hall, and were most 
royally entertained. This Gommandery gives evidence of great 
prosperity, and bears upon its roll the names of many whom to 
know is to love. 

March 16, in company with Sir Henry W. Warren, Senior 
Grand Warden, I visited Godfrey de Bouillon Gommandery, Fall 
Biver. The afternoon and evening were very stormy, which 
accounted for the small attendance of Knights. The Order of 
the Temple was conferred upon two candidates, and was very 
well done, considering that it was the first time they had worked 
this Order since they were constituted. They have a good field 
for work, and the officers and members are sure to give a good 
account of themselves. 

March 17, I visited our Grand Standard-Bearer, in his own 
Asylum, at Salem, and was received with that generous and 
knightly hospitality, which he extends to all that " pass the lines 
of his dominion." I was accompanied by Sir Knights Ghase, 
of Haverhill, and Salmon and Kimball, of Pilgrim Gommand- 
eries. The assembly was large, there being many Knights from 
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abroad ; the Order of the Red Cross was conferred only upon one 
candidate, much to the satisfaction of your representative. The 
ceremonies were concluded with a spread which did credit to the 
Knights of Winslow Lewis Commandery. Long life to our noble 
Standard-Bearer. 

April 5, in company with Sir Knights Henry W. Warren, Sen- 
ior Grand Warden, and Henry P. Perkins, Grand Warder, I vis- 
ited Calvary Commandery, Providence. At their Asylum, I was 
joined by E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Generalissimo ; 
Sir William B. Blanding, Past Grand Generalissimo ; Sir Levi 
L. Webster, Grand Captain of the Guard ; and Sir Knights Read 
and Greene, present and past Commanders of St. John's. 
The Order of the Temple was exemplified in a very satisfac- 
tory manner. We were entertained in a very pleasant and agree- 
able manner ; and it was the expressed hope of your representa- 
tives, that the time might be far distant when the name of Rhode 
Island shall be stricken from our standard. 

April 12, I visited Saint Bernard Commandery, accompanied 
by Sir Knights Warren, Parkman, and Perkins, of the Grand 
Commandery ; and Sir Knights Homer, of De Molay ; Hosford, 
of Pilgrim ; and Powers, of Boston Commanderies. The Order of 
the Temple was very satisfactorily rendered. 

The Commandery was honored by the presence of M.E. Sir Wil- 
liam S. Gardner, Grand Master of Templars of the United 
States, and Sir William W. Baker, Past Grand Master of this 
Grand Body. At the conclusion of the ceremonies of the Order, 
we were invited to the banquet hall, where we found a sumptuous 
entertainment, to which full justice was done by the disciples of 
Saint Bernard. 

April 21, I visited Jerusalem Commandery, Fitchburg, and 
was joined by Sir Knights John Dean, of Worcester County ; 
Charles E. Powers, of Boston ; E. Dana Bancroft, of Jerusalem ; 
and John A. Devreaux, of Calvary Commanderies. I found Sir 
Knight HuHtly in command, a worthy successor of Bancroft and 
Burney. The Order of the Red Cross was exemplified in a 
very creditable manner* 
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This Commanderj has labored under great disadvantage in 
regard to proper accommodations, and I was much pleased to 
learn that steps have been taken to put them in possession of 
suitable apcu'tments, for thej are destined to increase and multiply 
four fold. 

April 7, X accon^anied the Grand Generalissimo on his visit 
to Bethany Commandery, Lawrence. 

October 16, at the request of the B.E» Grand Commander, I 
visited Newburyport Coibmandery. It was their Annual Assem- 
bly ; they also conferred the Order of Malta in full, quite satis- 
factorily. 

At the request of the E. Commander, I presided at their elec- 
tion, and Sir John N. Pike was, for the fifth time, unanimously 
elected Commander : an esteemed mark of their confidence, as 
well as of his patience and perseverance. 

I was much pleased with the Knights of Newburyport, and 
am under many obligations to Brother Pike for courtesy shown 
to me* 

In conclusion^ it gives me great pleasure to say, that I have 
found Templar Masonry in a very flourishing and healthy con- 
dition, and. a general desire to conform to all the edicts of this 
Grand Body. 

I have also to report, that all the Commanderies that I have 
visited have amended their By-Laws, so that they shall conform 
to the Grand Constitutions ; and, as soon as it is ' possible, seals 
and hannersyi\}l be changed from Encampments to Commanderies. 

Charles A. Stott, 

Grand Captain-General. 
Grand Commandebt, PsovidbnoBj^ B.I.| May 30; 1870. 

REPORT OF GRAND GENERALISSIMO. 

To the R,E, Grand Commander of tite Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: -^ 

Right Eminent Sir, — In closing the duties of the year as a 
member of your council, I have the honor to report that there 
were assigned to me for visitation the following subordinate 
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Commauderies, viz. : Boston, Worcester County, Holy Sepulchre, 
Hugh de Payens, Saint Omer, Woonsocket, and Narragansett 
(under Dispensation), — all of which have been visited by me, at 
least, once. I have, also, made other visitations, by your special 
direction, to some other Commanderies. 

On the 9th day of November, A.D. 1869, accompanied by 
E. Sir Levi L. Webster, Grand Captain of the Guard, at the 
request of its Eminent Commander, I visited Woonsocket Com- 
mandery and installed its officers. Subsequently, to wit, June 
14, A.D. 1870, accompanied by E. Sir Knights William B. Bland- 
ing ; Horace A. Daniels, Grand Junior Warden ; and Levi L. 
Webster, I again visited this Body, for the purpose of inspecting the 
work thereof. The work inspected was upon the Order of the Tem- 
ple, and was rendered with that earnestness which distinguishes the 
officers of this Body. After the completion of the work, we 
accompanied the Eminent Commander and his command to a 
bountiful entertainment, at which a couple of hours were passed 
in a manner usual upon such occasions. 

Tuesday, October 25, A.D. 1870, I again installed the officers 
of this Commandery, assisted by E. Sir Emerson Goddard, Past 
Commander of Woonsocket Commandery. This was done at ijie 
request of the out-going Commander. 

Woonsocket Commandery was chartered in 1867 ; yet, notwith- 
standing its brief existence, it has taken its place among our best 
and most active Bodies. 

On Monday, Decefnber 6, A.D. 1870, by request of our V.E. 
Deputy Grand Commander, and your direction, I presided at the 
election of the officers of Saint John's Commandery, and installed 
the officers elect, assisted by Sir Charles H. Titus, Past Grand 
Master, and E. Sir Knights Blanding and Webster. There was 
a large attendance, and the result of the election seemed to 
give great satisfaction to the members of the Commandery. 
More recently (October 3, A.D. 1870), I again visited this 
Body, — by request and direction as before, — when I was 
accompanied by E. Sir Knights Levi L. Webster ; A. Crawford 
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Greene, Fast Commander of this Commandery ; and Thomap 
Phillips, Jr., Commander of Calvary Commandery. Work was 
on the Order of the Red Cross, which was rendered in a very 
effective manner : Officers and Knights joining in their efforts to 
give interest and effectiveness to the work. There was used in 
the work, on this occasion, a tent, within which the Council work 
was done, which, with the new and unique dresses of the Council, 
gave great interest to this portion of the work. This, the oldest 
Commandery within our jurisdiction, and claiming to be the 
oldest on this continent, has yet enough of young life to render it 
as active and energetic as any. From the Asylum we adjourned 
to the banqueting hall, where we passed a pleasant hour at a 
fine collation. 

On Thursday, the 7th of December last, I presided at the election 
of the officers of Calvary Commandery, and, assisted by E. Sir 
Knights William B. Blanding, and Levi L. Webster, installed 
the officers of that Body. This duty was performed at the 
request of our E. Grand Captain-General. 

February 10, A.D. 1870, accompanied by E. Sir William B. 
Blanding, I visited Narragansett Commandery (under Dispensa- 
tion), at Westerly, Rhode Island. The work of the evening was 
upon the Order of the Temple, and was rendered, everything 
considered, in a very creditable manner. I did not visit this 
Commandery again, until its constituting by the Grand Command- 
ery, September 26, A.D. 1870. Narragansett Commandery is so 
located as to meet a great want in our jurisdiction, there being, 
in Rhode Island, no Commandery westerly of a line passing from 
Woonsocket through Providence, save this. It has a good field to 
cull, and, from what I know of the workmen, I doubt not a well- 
filled granary will be the result. 

On the 13th of April, A.D. 1870, I visited Hugh de Payens 
Commandery, at Melrose. On this occasion there was with me, 
E. Sir Knights William B. Blanding, James M. Pendleton, and 
our Grand Recorder. We witnessed work on the Order of the 
Red Cross, and so well done was it, as to call for a single word to 
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describe it, viz., perfect. I know of no Gommandery better sitr 
uated than this, whether regard be had to its members, to its 
officers, or to the rooms in which it does its work. Afler the 
completion, of the work, we were invited to their elegant ban- 
queting hall, and there partook of a most sumptuous entertain- 
ment. I remember, with pleasure, many of mj visitations, but 
none with more than this. 

On the evening of the 29th of April, A.D. 1870, I visited 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery, in Pawtucket. Upon this occa- 
sion, I was accompanied by our E. Junior Grand Warden, E. 
Grand Captain of the Guard, and Sir Frederick Miller, of St. 
John's Commandery. The Order of the Temple was conferred 
upon three candidates, and with that skill, accuracy, and fervor, 
that distinghishes its Eminent Commander, Sir Bela P. Clapp. 
This Commandery has been rapidly growing in strength and 
character during the past few years, more particularly while 
under the command of E. Sir Horace Daniels and its pres- 
ent Commander, and now takes rank with our most cherished 
Bodies. 

On Thursday, May 5, A.D. 1870, I visited Worcester County 
Commandery, at Worcester. E. Sir Knights -Blanding and Pendle- 
ton accompanied me during this visitation. The Order of the Tem- 
ple was conferred, and was rendered with that earnestness, care, 
impressiveness, and almost perfect accuracy, which distinguishes 
all the masonic work of its E. Commander, Sir John Dean. 
This Body is in splendid condition, and bids fair to preserve the 
high rank it has taken and hitherto held. We were entertained, 
after the completion of the work, in a very agreeable manner, 
and returned from our visitation with none but the most agreea- 
ble recollections. 

On the evening of September 14, A.D. 1870, 1 visited Saint 
Omer's Commandery, at South Boston. E. Sir Levi L. Web- 
ster accompanied me. We were present during the rendering of 
the work on the Orders of the Temple and of Malta. 

There had been a recent change in the officers, and this was 

11 
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their first work, as constituted, upon these two Orders. Notwith- 
standing the unfavorable circumstances under which the officers 
were placed, it was easy to see. that a little time would pro- 
duce satisfactory work from this board of officers. After the 
work was concluded, we were finely entertained. Upon this 
occasion, your presence, Right Eminent, gave a degree of inter- 
est '^and pleasure, that placed us under renewed obligations* 
-•On the 2l8t of September, A.D. 1870, I visited Boston Com-, 
mandery, and witnessed the work on the Order of the Red 
Cross; There accompanied me, E. Sir Levi L. "Webster. This 
old Commandery preserves the high character it has always 
maintained under its renowned Conrnianders of the past. The 
work upon the Order of the Red Cross, as rendered here and by 
Hugh de Payens, is excelled by none that I have ever witnessed. 
After the completion of the work, we partook of a fine banquet, 
which concluded with remarks by many Knights, ainong which, 
were some exceedingly well-chosen words by Past. Grand Master 
Sir William Ellison. There was present, during the whole even- 
ing, E. Sir A. A « Dame, whose fifty odd years of Knighthood has 
but served to increase his love for,, and interest in, our Orders. 

' Last month you desired me, also, to inspect the work of Sut- 
.toi^ Commandery, and, upon such request, I immediately put my- 
self in communication with the Recorder of Sutton, and found 
the next Regular Assembly of that Body to be on the first Thurs- 
day of October, but that there would be no work at that assem- 
bly. It was, however, thought there might be wprk thereafter, 
and before the meeting of this Grand Body. . I, thereupon, noti- 
fied them that I would visit them at any Special Assembly that 
might be held ; but on the 14th of October current, I was noti- 
fied that there would be no work> during the time named, and, 
thereupon, deeming it inexpedient that a Special Assembly should 
be called that I might witness the . work, I decided to forego the 
pleasure of meeting the members of that Body, before the meet- 
ing of this Body. 

» 

Thus ends the narrative of my official duties, except such as I 
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performed in your presence, and with yow, Right Emjnent, a his- 
tory of which will, undoubtedly, appear in your report. - 

In conclusion, I will add, that, with the Commanderies I have 
Had occasion to visit, the past has been a year of prosperity. 
Nothing of discord has been found in the Asylum of any ; and 
the knightly bonds that unite the members of our Order in such 
friendship and love, are in no way severed, and all- look, and may 
with confidence lobk, to the future, as giving. them, increased 
strength and usefulness. 

N. Van Sltck, 

Grand GffMralissimo, 
Boston, October 28, 1870. 

REPORT OF DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER. 

To the Right Eminent Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commander y of Massachusetts' and Rhode Island ;— - 

Right Eminent Sir, — I have the honor to submit the follow- 
ing report of my official acts during the past year : — 

On the evening of March 28, I, with Sir John Dean, 
Eminent Commander of Worcester County Commandery, visited 
Milford Commandery, and witnesseU work upon the Order of the 
Temple confbrred in a very commendable manner. This JDom- 
mandery is in a very flourishing condition, well officered, and 
made up of members of intelligence and zeal. 

On the evening of April 6, I visited Pilgrim Commandery, and 
witnessed their work on the Order of the Red Cross. The Order 
was impressively conferred, and I was received and entertained 
with all the courtesy due to your representative. The assembly, 
and banquet following, was honored by the presence of the M.E. 
Grand Master of Templars in the United States, Sir W. S. 
Gardner. I was particularly impressed with the evidences of 
social prosperity of this Commandery. There is no Commandery 
in the jurisdiction, that I liave visited, that seems to appreciate 
more thoroughly, and carry into practice more fully, the purposes 
of our Order than this. It is fortunate in having retained in 
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service Eminent Sir W. North, who has, as I was informed, 
held — and worthily held — the office of Prelate from the organiz- 
ation of the Commandery to the present time, and now, in his old 
age, combining the experience of years with an enthusiasm and zeal 
that vies with that of his younger Companions, continues to dis- 
charge the important duties of his office, in a manner so accept- 
able, that it will be difficult for him to find a worthy successor. 

On the evening of April 7, accompanied by E. Sir Knights Stott, 
Hosford, and Huse, I visited Bethany Commandery. The work 
was upon the Order of the Bed Cross, and was well and impres- 
sively performed. An error was committed, in my judgement, in 
conferring the Order upon too large a number of candidates, 
(twelve) : necessitating labor that must have been wearisome to 
officers and candidates, and thereby lessening the impressiveness 
and effi^cts that should always be produced by the conferring and 
receiving of Masonic Orders and Degrees. The officers. were 
materially assisted in their labors by E. Sir Knight Stott, Grand 
Captain-General, who did efficient duty as acting Sovereign Master 
and Junior Warden during part of the ceremonies, and so impres- 
sively performed his part, m manner, and elocution, that I wished 
thlit all the officers in the jurisdiction might have witnessed his 
exemplification of the work. E. Sir Knight Hosford also assisted 
the Commander by filling his place during part of the evening, and 
exhibited great proficiency in the work of the Order. 

On the evening of April 18, 1 visited Old Colony Commandery, 
where I was courteously received and entertained, and witnessed 
a very correct exemplification of their work. I was forcibly 
struck with the correctness of the work and drill of this Com- 
mandery, and with the character and zeal of its members. 

On the evening of October 24, I visited the Commandery 
working under Dispensation at Northampton, and was pleased to 
find that the Companions were earning, by their zeal and devotion 
to the Order, the right to ask for permanent organization under a 
Charter. They have, since receiving their Dispensation, con- 
ferred the Order of the Red Cross upon eighteen, and of the 
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Temple upon sixteen, and are evidently taking such a prudent 
course in the admission of candidates, as will result in the forma* 
tion of a Commandery, that will be a valuable addition to the 
Order. Their work was upon the Order of the Red Cross, and 
was very commendably done. I found all of their proceedings 
regular, and their records kept in an unexceptionable manner ; and 
the earnestness of purpose and interest manifested by the officers 
and Companions, induces me to hope and believe that the best 
interest of the Order will be served by granting, to this deserving 
Body of Knights, a permanent organization. 

Sutton, Newburyport, and St. John's Commanderies were 
assigned to me ; but, in making my engagements, I postponed vis- 
iting them to the last half of the year, when a great pressure of 
official business and ill health, continued even to the present time, 
obliged me to request you to delegate another in my place, and 
the report of the visitations of these Commanderies will appear in 
their reports. 

I greatly regret having been obliged to forego the pleasure of 
visiting these Commanderies, and nothing but the combination of 
ill health and imperative official duties, to which I have alluded, 
would have prevented my doing so. 

I am glad to again report, that, so far as my experience has 
given me information, continued and increasing prosperity attends 
our Ordei|| 

Respectfully submitted, 

William S. Shurtleff, 

Deputy Grand Commander, 
October 28, 1870. 

REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER. 

To the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Mas- 
sachusetts and Rhode Island : — 

I have the honor to report as follows : — 

On entering upon the duties of this office,!, with the approval of 
the R.E. Grand Commander, procured a suitable and convenient 
case, wherein to keep, of ready access, the archives of this Grand 



86 PBOCEEU)INGg OP THE GRAND COMMANDBRT 

Body. I also classified all printed documents that came into my 
possessipn, and have striven to supply all deficiencies. To 
ac9pmplish this^ I ^ adressed a circular note to the members of 
this Gr^nd Commandery, asking for spare copies of the printed 
Proceedings of this Grand Body for the years 1864 and 1865, 
which fire scarce, and must before long be very valuable, especi- 
ally th^ former ; in this connection, I would suggest the preserva- 
tion of allcopies that can be had of these two years : of the later 
yearsV Proceedings there seems to be enough. 

With the approval of the B.E. Grand Commander, I have 
deposited in .a fire-proof roonf, No. 40 State street, Boston, 
marked in care of Sir William W. Baker, one trunk, containing 
twenty copies of the printed Proceedings of this Grand Body, 
of each year, except that of 1864, and of that year only six 
copies. 

I also entered. into a correspondence with the Grand Recorders 
of the several State Grand Commanderies, asking for a complete 
copy of th^ printedi Proceedings of each. 

As yet, all hav^ not been able to comply with the request. 
Some are o)it of print, as is the case with Alabama and Missis- 
sippi, though it is hoped that each will reprint ; and that these, 
and all others not received, may finally be possessed by this Grand 
Commandery. 

It is very pleasant to acknowledge the courtesy of the several 
Grand Recorders ; and to report, as being in the ar<!hives, the full 
printed Proceedings of the Grand Commanderies of 



Georgia. 


Matnb. 


New Hampshibe 


Illinois. 


MlCHIQAN. 


New Jersey. 


Indiana. 


MlBSOUSI. 


Ohio. 


Louisiana. 




Vermont. 



All these I have had bound in durable form. 

The Committees on Foreign Correspondence of the several 
Grand Bodies, treat us with occasional comments, and some 
degree of criticism ; yet, with due respect, and in knightly Ian- 
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guage. They evidently evince interest and progress in their 
several jurisdictions. 

The following table will show the date of the last copies 
received of the printed Proceedings of each Grand Commandery 
in this office, together with the the number of subordinate Com- 
manderies, and members, in the jurisdiction of each. 



Name of Conunandery. 

Alabama . . 

Caxifobnia . 

Connecticut 

Georgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas . 

Kentucky 

liOUISIANA 

Maine . 
Minnesota 
Michigan 
Mississippi 

MiSSOUBI . . 

!New Hampshire 
New Jersey . 
IJew York . 
Ohio . . . 
Pennsylvania 
Tennessee 
Texas . . . 
Vermont . . 
Virginia . . 
Wisconsin 



Date of lait Aaaembly. 

December 2, 1869 



March 16, 
April 27, 

October 26, 
April 5, 

October 19, 
October 18, 
Jiine 10-11, 
February 18, 



May 4, 

June 24, 

June 1-2, 
January 22, 
October 5, 
September 28, 
September 7, 
October 6, 
October 14, 
June 14, 

May 10-11, 
June 13, 

June 8, 

December 16, 
JanuaiiT' l9. 



1870 

1869 

1869 

1870 

1869 

1869 

1869 

1870 

1870 

1869 

1869 

1870 

1869 

1869 

1869 

1869 

1869 

1870 

1870 

1870 

1869 

1869 

1870 



itol SubordinafiMi 

.• 9 .' 



. 249 



. 9 
. 7 
.88 
. 20 
. 14 
. 4 
. 10 
. .8 
. U 
. 5 
; 22 
. 6 
. 14 
. 9 
,10 
, 41 
. 22 
.87 

. 9 
. 7 
. 6 
. 14 



. 1095 
. 284 
. 1966 
. 918 
. 570 
. 113 
. 473 
. 250 
. 1041 
. 341 
. 1387 
. 197 
. 507 
. 757 
. 487 
. 4737 
. 1526 
. 8161 
. 684 
. Sl8 
. 364 
. 597 
'. 688 



Under the direction of the R.E. Grand Commander, I have 
had all the addresses of the several Past Grand Masters copied 
into the Records, to the year ending October, 1869. This fills a 
second Book of Records, beginning with the Annual Asseinbly of 
October, 10, 1849,'' and ending with the Special Assembly of 

October 25, 1869. 

There is in my possession the Book of Rfecords now in use, 
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the one above referred to, and the original Book of Records, 
beginning with a '^ Grand Convention of Knights Templars," 
held in the city of Providence, May 6, 1805, and ending with the 
Annual Assembly of October 10, 1848. Also one small trunk 
containing a portiom of the archives of this Grand Commandery. 
All these are valuable, and are growing more so, and demand 
great care for their sure preservation. 

I had complete copies of the printed Proceedings of this Grand 
Commandery bound, and presented a copy to each of the follow- 
ing libraries, viz., Harvard College Library, the Boston Athae- 
neum, the Boston Public Library, and also to the Grand Com- 
manderies of Georgia and New Hampshire, the Most Worship- 
ful Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and such copies as were 
wanting by the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island. 

I have been informed by the Recorder of Boston Commandery, 
that the plate from which Diplomas were printed, has recently 
been steel-faced, and altered to conform to the present nomencla- 
ture ; and that hereafter, all Diplomas issued will be of improved 
appearance. 

During the year I have made out four Dispensations. Sealed, 
attested, and delivered the same, viz., to 

• 

William Farkman Commandeiy, East Boston Maj 12, 1870 

Bristol Commandery, Mansfield, Mass. . .' May 28, 1870 

Northampton Commandery, Northampton, Mass June 2, 1870 

South Shore Commandery, East Weymouth, Mass. . . . June 9, 1870 

Also, caused to be made and properly attested, a Charter for 
Narragansett Commandery, at Westerly, Rhode Island, the 
forming and opening of which Body I had the pleasure to attend. 

Herewith, I submit the following abstract of proceedings : — 

Name. Memben. Cand. Dim*d. Deoe*d. Siup'd. Ezpd. 

1. Saint John's ... 291 66 2 2 

2. Boston 486 29 18 3 16 

8. Nbwburtport ... 67 7 

4. Washington .... 72 18 8 
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5. 


WoBOBSTBK County . 160 


18 





2 








6. 


Springfield . . 


. . 194 


86 


2 


I 








7. 


Db Molat . . 


. . 292 


17 


9 


8 





4 


8. 


Holt Sbpulcbbb 


. . 160 


80 





6 








9. 


PiLOBIM .... 


, . 180 


5 








8 





10. 


Palbbtinb . . . 


. . 187 


87 


6 


2 








11. 


MlLVOED .... 


. . 152 


28 


1 


2 








12. 


Saint Bbrnard 


. . 90 


5 





1 





4 


18. 


Calyabt . . . 


. . 174 


16 














14. 


Hatbbhill . . 


. . 124 


10 


2 


2 





Q 


15. 


Old Colony . . . 


. . 156 


7 





1 





1 


16. 


Sutton 


, . 166 


16 








6 





17. 


Bbthany ... 


. . 106 


12 


1 








6 


18. 


WiNBLOW Lb WIS 


. . 186 


29 








2 . 





19. 


Jbbubalbm . . . 


. 88 


14 


1 


6 


9 


6 


23. 


Hugh db Paybnb . 


. 218 


22 














21. 


Saint Ombe . . . 


. . 69 


4 








2 





22. 


Bbbksbibb . . . 


. 61 











6 





28. 


W00N90CKBT . . 


. . 76 


16 














24. 


CONNBCTICUT VaLL 


BY 80 


12 














^. 


GODYBBY DB BOUII 


.LON 68 


8 














26. 




. 56 


25 





1 








27. 


Nabbaoansbtt . . 


. . 9 


16 





6 








28. 


William Parkman 


, (U.D) 














6 


29. 


i^BISTOL, (U.D.) . 


. . 











9 





80. 


Northampton, (u.d 


.) . 

















81. 


South Shorb, (u.d 


.) . 














« 


Total 


. 8.818 


478 


42 


22 


10 


25 



In discharging tbe dnties of the office, I have abserved die 
vrhvU of the Knights, Recorders, and others, as fttr as possible, 
and, in releasing to this Grand Commanderj the pen of office 
(which you have again restored), I must also retnm kindlj thanks 
•for tbe knightly attentions and conrtesies received, in so great 
proportion, from its correspondents, officers, and members. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Alfrsd F. CfiAFMAlr, 

Grand BM)rdmr» 



Sir Charles E. Powers, in behalf of Sir William F. Sal- 
mon, who had retired from the Orand Asylum, offered the 
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following motion : Votedy That, until otherwise ordered, the 
salary of the Grand Treasurer be fifty dollars per year, and 
that of the Grand Eecorder be one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars per year. 

Sir Charles W. Moore moved to amend the motion, by 
making the salary of the Grand Treasurer one hundred dol- 
lars per year. 

Sir John McClellan moved to amend the motion still fur- 
ther, by making the salary of the Grand Eecorder two 
hundred dollars per year. 

Both amendments were unanimously adopted. 

The motion, as amended, was then adopted unanimously. 

On motion of Sir Charles H. Titus, it was Voted y To 
donate the sum of one hundred dollars to the daughters of 
Sir Robert Lash, deceased, and that the Grand Treasurer be 
authorized to pay the same. 

The R.E. Grand Commander then delivered the follow- 
ing— 

ADDRESS. 

. Knights Tsmplabs of Massachusetts and Ehodb Island : — 

- We have again met within our Grand Asylum to hear the 
■reports of the doings of our Grand Officers ; to " compare notes ; " 
to legislate as we find the good of the Order requires ; to ascer- 
tain our latitude and longitude ; to elect officers, study oiur 
charts^ correct our compasses, and take a new departure. 

As the mariner finds that the compass, though so strongly 
and constantly attracted to the north pole, is liable to be iuflu- 
enced and controlled by local attractions which may lead him 
astray, and, therefore, ascertains the power of these attractions 
that he may guard against them and maintain the true course in 
spite of them, so we meet and compare our compasses, that we 
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may be sure that we are rightly guiding the valuable craft com- 
mitted to our keeping. 

You will, perhaps, conclude from the high sounding phrase of 
this exordium, that I have discovered some fatal error in our 
chart ; some dangerous rock in our path ; or, that we have been 
utterly regardless of both compass and chart. It is not so. 
Nor does the faithful mariner correct his compass, or rather 
seek to ascertain its deviation, after encountering perils occa- 
sioned by a neglect of such prudence, but makes himself always 
sure by frequent examinations. 

I desire to impress upon all, the importance of these period- 
ical meetings ; the importance of consulting upon the interests of 
the Order at stated times, that deviations may not arise. For 
when we find that the most unerring guide in the material world 
is liable to be deflected, it should remind us how liable to deflec- 
tion is the human mind and the human heart by the many 
attractions, allurements, distractions, and perplexities, which 
constantly beset each of them. 

Let us not then fall asleep, or become negligent in over confi- 
dence, or in the impunity of the past, but secure our safety by 
constant watchfulness. 

Perhaps, in this connection is as good an opportunity as will 
offer, to bring to your attention a subject commented on by my 
. immediate predecessor ; namely, the increasing frequency of 
public Templar displays in full regalia. 

His expostulations were in vain. The practice has continued 
with increasing frequency. 

You will remember not many years since, before the day of 
steam fire engines, it was customary for engine companies to 
dress themselves in red flannel shirts and gay helmets, and tak- 
ing their machines with them, visit distant cities and parade the 
streets, the observed of all observers. 

During that time. Masonry in all its branches dwelt in dig- 
nified retirement, rarely making its appearance in public, and 
then only upon some strictly masonic occasions, such as the com- 
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memoration of the natal day of a patron saintf or the laying of 
the comer-stone of some pnhlic edifice. 

"NoWf all is changed. Oar subordinates seem to have stepped 
into the shoes of the engine companies, and become infatuated 
with a desire to occupy the proud position of which they euoa 
held the undisputed sway. In fact, I have heard among the pro-* 
fane, the term '* secret engine companies " applied to our Masonie 
Bodies. 

I haveheard of one Commandery appearing, as a Commandary, 
on horseback in Templar costume, to swell the ranks of a strictly 
civic procession ; and of another discussing at length the pro- 
priety of doing the same thing on foot. Another has Tisited the 
new dominion. Another has had a picnic. 

I received a printed invitation to visit a social gathering of 
several Commanderies, two of which asked and received each 
a Dispensation to attend it. 

I also gave a Dispensation to a Commandery for no other pur- 
pose than to make a public display in a neighboring city. 

I^ow, many of you, for, notwithstanding this increasing fre- 
quency of public displays, many think it all wrong, and believe 
in the wisdom of the adage, '' too much familiarity breeds con-- 
tempt," will ask, " Why do you permit such things ? " The reply 
is, ^^ How can I prevent it when my consent is not asked, and { 
know nothing about it until the thing is done ? " 

Besides, in one of the instances I have mentioned, I should 
cheerfully have given my consent. 

But the next question is, ^^ why did you give a Dispensation iar 
simply a public parade, and how can you complain after that? " 
tf^ reply is, that common £&imess required that the Commandery 
which obeyed the masonic law and asked for a Dispensation, 
sliould have as large liberties as those who took without asking. 

I am aware how gradually this state of things has come upon 
us, and that it is upon us at all is the fault of those who have 
held the position in which your suffrages have placed me, in not 
stopping the first departure from the right line. But the di«r 
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positioD of all your officers with reftri^nc^ to these high orders, 
kaowiQg the high character of all the subordinate Encampments^ 
has been to leave all things, as much as possible, to their discre- 
tion. 

Of the law applicable to the practice there can be no question. 

Every Commander is enjoined to permit nothing to be done hj 
virtue of the Charter, except that which it authorizes. The 
authority of a Commandery is to assemble, as a Commandery, 
only IB the place named in its Charter, and for the purposes 
named in its Charter. Everything else is beyond its power, 
except by Dispensation from the Grand Commander. 

A Commandery of Knights Templars has no more right to 
march through the public streets, as a Commandery, and with its 
Templar costume, without a Dispensation, than has a Lodge of 
Master Masons without a Dispensation from the Grand Master. 

I desire to call the attention of the assembled Knights to the 
fact, t^at whether a Commandery ehall step outside of its Asy-* 
lum and parade itself belbre the piU)lic, is a question which 
affects the whole body of Templars within the jurisdiction. 

No subordinate Commandery can say, I will do this or that, 
outride of its Charter, without your consent. It is for you, the 
Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, to regu- 
late tins matter^ I have only the same interest in it that you 
have. I might, as has been urged upon me, have issued an order 
that would, no doubt, have been fully obeyed. I thought, how- 
ever, that the better plan was to brii^ the subject before you in 
nuck a manner that you must take cognizance of it. Whatever 
you may decide will be satisfactory to your Grand Commander, 
whoever he may be. 

It must not be thought from what I have said, that I am ignor- 
aaat of a growth oi a desire for recreation that exists in every 
person ; and that where there are many organized bodies of men 
bound together by strong ties, there is a desire for a better 
acqu«^intance of one body with another ; but the question is, how 
shaU such desire be regulated aad controlled, so as not injuriously 
to effect the whole Order. 
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I suppose that it was with a view of gaiding, or giving such a 
direction to this desire for excursions, ' or organized recreation, 
as would bring the subordinates together that they might become 
better acquainted with each other, that the Grand Commandery, 
at its last Semi- Annual Communication, placed the subject of a 
grand camp of hll the subordinates in the hands of the Grand 
Council, with full powers. 

Your officers cheerfully undertook the task in a manner they 
thought most likely to meet your wishes. Believing you did not 
contemplate the issuing of a peremptory order that might not be 
cheerfully responded to, and that such a novel and important an 
undertaking should not be inaugurated unless it met with general 
concurrence, a circular was sent by the Grand Recorder to all 
the Commanderies, to ascertain how many Commanderies desired 
to respond, and in what numbers. 

The replies were such that it was decided to proceed no farther 
with the scheme during the season, but to report our doings to 
you, that you might take such action for the future as your wis- 
dom might determine to be expedient. 

Some of the Commanderies replied that they would attend 
with full ranks ; some, that they could not tell how many would 
respond, but believed their members would respond to any order 
that might be issued by the Grand Commander ; two replied 
directly, that they did not desire to go into camp. One answered, 
" We have a committee who have under consideration the expe- 
diency of a somewhat extended excursion, which will take about 
one week in the early part of September, and, in consideration of 
this fact, it was voted that this Commandery does not desire to go 
into camp." Another, in declining, also said that some of their 
members having visited such encampments of Templars in other 
jurisdictions, did not think that any great benefit, to those partici- 
pating, resulted from such gatherings. 

The E. Commander of another replied, that he did not think 
such gatherings proper for or beneficial to Commanderies of 
Knights Templars ; and still another E. Commander, that there 
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would be no meeting of his Commandery in season to pass upon 
the inquiry, but thought he could reply for it ; and added, " You 
will not consider it improper if I add, that, in my opinion, and I 
believe it is the opinion of many prominent members of the 
Grand Commandery, public assemblies of Masonic Bodies are 
generally objectionable, ^nd that the proposed encampment is one 
of the most objectionable kind. 

While these replies were being made, efforts were in progress 
for the entertainment of the Knights, in the event of a substan- 
tially unanimous desire in favor of it. 

The only feasible plan, was that offered by Sir Knight C. H. 
Humphrey, of Rocky Point. 

The place is peculiarly adapted for the purpose. Capacious 
steamers are constantly running to and from it, connecting it 
with Newport and Providence ; and, at the close of the season, on 
the 13th of September, he could add to his large force of ser- 
vants, and comfortably take care of as many as might come. His 
proposition was to charter the steamer ^^ Metropolis," and if she, 
with the hotel, which is quite large, should be insufficient, to 
charter another of the steamers of the Fall River Line, thus 
affording ample and comfortable sleeping accommodations for all. 
The expense, per man, for two days, and one extra dinner, would 
be nine dollars. 

And now. Sir Knights, you have a full report upon this sub- 
ject. The project is at an end. If you purpose anything of the 
kind, it must be inaugurated as a new and independent undertak- 
ing. ' 

You have, also, before you the whole question of public parades 
and displays. 

You see the diverse opinions which exist in the members of 
the Order ; the frequency of the practice by some ; the repug- 
nance it excites in others ; and the difficulty of guiding the 
increasing taste for such things, so that all shall participate 
therein, and be satisl&ed. 

Shall this be treated as a question which concerns only indi- 
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ridual Cammanderies, or as one which concerns the whole body 
of Templars of the jurisdiction ? Does it not concern the whole ? 
It is for you to settle definitely. 

On the 15th of July, with £. Sir Horace Daniels, I visited 
Washington Commandery, at Newport, and found its prosperity 
still 'increasing under the energetic leadership of Sir Knight 
Eldred. The work was excellent ; the banquet which followed 
was excellent ; the speeches M'ere excellent ; and that happy spirit 
which accompanies contentment and success prevailed. 

On the 2dth of September, I visited De Molay Commandery, 
and, assisted by the E. Charles A. Stott, your G-rand Captain- 
General ; Charles Bobbins, Past Grand Captain-General ; and 
E. Sir Knights J. W. Dadmun, Orand Prelate, and B. H. Brain- 
ard, Grand S word-Bearer, installed its officers. The attendance 
was very large, and much interest was manifested in the proceed- 
ings. The administration of its Past E. Commander, Sir Knight 
S. J. M. Homer, has been very able and suceessfuL 

On the 26th of September, I constituted Narragansett Com- 
mandery, at Westeriy. The detailed report wiU appear in the 
printed Proceedings, and I will not, therefore, ocenpy your time 
with them here. 

I will not omit, however, a deserved compliment to Calvary 
Commandery, from which Narragansett Commandery is an off- 
shoot. Desirous of assisting in the baptism of its progeny, of 
which it is justly proud. Calvary Commandery askked for a- Dift- 
pensation to visit Westerly in fuU regalia, and tendered an eseort 
to the Grand Officers. The knightly offer was accepted, and 
the Dispensation given. 

Their presence gave eclat to the occasion, and encouragement 
to the new Commandery. It was, in my judgment, a proper 
exercise of the dispensfing power. 

You will remember that the subject of the jurisdiction of 
Narragansett Commandery was left with me with full powers. 

I sent to the Right Eminent Amos'S. Treat, whom I believed 
to be the Eminent Grand Commander of Connecticut, the follow- 
ing letter : — 
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Grand Commandert of Massaohubetts anb Rhode Islavb. 
Grand CoMMAKDEm's Office, September 12, 1870. 

Amos S. Treat, Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Connecticut. 

K.E. Brother, — At the Semi- Annual Assembly of our Grand Command- 
ery, the subject ofthe jurigdiction of Narragansett Commandery was referred 
to the Grand Commander. That Commandery, holding its jurisdiction under 
our Grand Body, and Franklin Lodge, chartered by the Grand Lodge of 
Rhode Island, together with Palmer Chapter (R.A.), No. 28, and one Coun- 
cil and one Lodge chartered by the Grand Bodies of Connecticut, aU liold 
their meetings in the town of Westerly, Rhode Islands 

Palmer Chapter, until some two or three years since, held its meetings 
in Pawcatuck, Connecticut ; but their hall being destroyed by fire, they now 
meet in Westerly. While meeting in Pawcatuck, Grand Master Doyle gave 
Palmer Chapter jurisdiction of the territory of Franklin Lodge, of Westerly; 
and though Hope Valley Chapter, recently established, would be entitled 
to jurisdiction over the territory of Westerly, yet M.W. Brother Doyle 
has not permitted that Chapter to Interfere with the privileges previously 
granted to Palmer Chapter. 

The above you will find to be substantially the situation of the Masonic 
Bodies to which I have referred, and presents a case where the conveniences 
and good fellowship of the Masonic Brotherhood, in all its branches, is hap- 
pily subserved by a modification of jurisdictional lines. This is, therefore, 
to request of you, and your Grand Commandery, in behalf of Narragansett 
Commandery, that comity which has been extended to Palmer Chapter. 
In other words, that Narragansett Commandery may have the same terri- 
torial jurisdiction in Connecticut, that Palmer Chapter has. You will, oT 
course, observe that you will thereby be granting to Royal Arch Masons 
in your own jurisdiction, the conveniences they desire. I should have writ- 
ten you much earlier, but I expected a certain matter of business would 
lead me to Connecticut, and I intended to have given you a personal call. 

I expect soon to constitute Narragansett Commandery, and shall then be 
most happy to have you accompany me on that occasion, of which I will see 
that you have notice. In the meantime, you will con&r a favor by giving 
this your early attention. Allow me to hope that we may some day renew 
9XLT acquaintance so happily inaugurated at the meeting of the Grand 
Encampment at St. Louis. 

I am yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander, 

I received the following reply : — 

Bridgeport, Conn., September 18, ISTG. 

R.E. Brother, — Yours of the 12th inst duly received. My successor was 
appointed at our last Annual Meeting, — ^P. St. M. Andrews, of Norwich, in our 



98 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERT 

State. I will forward to him your letter, and request him fo reply to you. 
He lives near Westerly. Your statement and request seem very reasonable, 
and I have no doubt he will comply. I should be much pleased to see you 
at our place, and cordially join in the hope our former pleasant acquaintance 
may be again renewed. 

Very truly and fraternally yours, 

Amos S. Treat. 

The same communication was, therefore, sent to F. St. M. 
Andrews, who returned the following : — 

Office of Grand Commander, 

Norwich, Conn. October 1, 1870. 
R.E. Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
Eminent Brother, — In reply to your request that the jurisdictional 
lines of Narragansett Commandery, of Westerly, Rhode Island, be extended 
into the borders of the jurisdiction of Connecticut, I can only say that for 
the want of power to decide the question myself, I shall be obliged to sub- 
mit it to the Semi-Annual Conclave of our Grand Commandery, to be 
holden at the Asylum of St. Elmo Commandery, No. 9, in the city of 
Meriden, on Tuesday, the 2Ist day of March, 1871. 

You can rest assured, however, that the decision of our Grand Body 
will be in accordance with those rules of knightly courtesy which it is 
alike our duty and our pleasure to observe in all our intercourse with other 
organizations of the Order. 

Yours in knightly bonds, 

P. St. M. Andrews, 

Grand Commander. 
By John W. Stbdman, Grand Recorder ^ pro tern. 

To which I replied as follows : — 

Office of Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., October 4, 1870. 
R.E. P. St. M. Andrews, 

Grand Commander of Knights Templars oj Connecticut. 
Dear Sir and Brother, — I am in receipt of y out knightly and cour- 
teous letter of the 1st instant, for which you have my thanks. 

The Templars of Westerly and vicinity, may safely trust their welfare to 
your Grand Commandery. It will be a pleasant thing to have the two 
Grand Commanderies more closely united by one of our subordinates bemg 
composed of Templars of both jurisdictions. 

Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

Benjamin Dean, 

Grand Commander 
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On Thursday, October 14, accompanied by the Grand Sword- 
Bearer, I visited William Parkman Comraandery. There was 
no work done, nor did I desire so much to see its work, as to 
confer with its officers and members, and their prudential man- 
agement* I was present during the transaction of some business 
matters. This Commandery is certainly in good hands ; all 
their doings betoken genuine prudence. It has a fine and capa- 
cious armory. Its business is well done. If it continues as it 
has begun, you will not regret granting its Charter. 

Being unable to visit Berkshire and Connecticut Valley Com- 
manderies, I gave a special commission to the R.E. William W. 
Baker, your Past Grand Master. You will remember that when 
Connecticut Valley Commandery was constituted, he was on a 
bed of sickness, and I constituted the Commandery. He had 
not placed his signature to its Charter ; and I knew a visit fVom 
him to those two Commanderies would be agreeable to liim, and 
carry pleasure and encouragement to the brethren. 

His report will be submitted to you. 

For similar reasons I gave a special commission to E. Sir A. 
Crawford Greene, of Saint John's Commandery, to visit, officially, 
Holy Sepulchre Commandery. His report will be submitted to 
you. 

On the 28th of May, I gave a Dispensation for the formation' 
of Bristol Commandery, to be located at Mansfield, to Sir 
Knights 

Chables B. Smith ....... Eminent Commander. 

D. B. Whittisb Generalissimo. 

D. H. Smith Captain-General. 

and fourteen others. 

On the 2d of June, I gave a Dispensation for the establish- 
ment of Northampton Commandery, at Northampton, to Sir 
Knights 

David W. Crafts Eminent Commander. 

Chables S. Fbatt Generalissimo. 

Gboboe S. Phelps Captain-General. 

and nine others. 
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On the 9th of June, I gave a Dispensation to Sir Knights 

Zachariah Lotell BiCKiTELL . . . Eminent Commander. 

Georgk Wthan Fat Generalissimo. 

E. Watebs Bush Captain-GeneraL 

and forty others. 

Shortly after my election to this very honorable position, I 
discovered that the official records did not contain the addresses 
of the Grand Masters, nor the reports of the official acts of the 
other Grand Officers. They appeared only in the printed min- 
utes. 

By the practice or coarse of proceedure in this Grand Body, these 
addresses and reports are not only the only record of the doings 
of your officers while not in session, and a history of all the 
subordinate Commanderies, but they are also the foundation for 
nearly all the legislation of this Body, and its acts and votes 
would be unintelligible without them. 

I accordingly gave directions to the Grand Recorder to have 
his volume of records enlarged, and to record all said addresses 
and reports in an appendix to the records, with proper references 
thereto in the records themselves. This duty the Grand Re- 
corder attended to with the promptness which has attended all 
his official acts. 

No provision having been made by this Grand Commandery 
for the transfer of your archives from your former to the pres- 
ent Recorder, I appointed Eminent Sir Henry W. Warren my 
proxy or deputy to attend to that duty. 

Our Past Grand Master, Sir William W. Baker, in his annual 
address, commented somewhat at length upon the use of the 
expression Sir Knight as used in the Orders of Knighthood, and 
remarked that he was aware of no reason why it should be 
addressed to Knights collectively, as Sir Knights, — except custom 
and that only in this Institution, which has long sanctioned it." 

Everything coming from our Right Eminent Brother is entitled 
to consideration ; but my own experience in all of our masonic 
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usages has taught me to to believe that there was a reason for 
their origin, and that they should not be abandoned hastily. It is 
our • pride to preserve them when the reason for their use has 
passed away. In fact, many^if not all, of our institutions are pre- 
served for objects and purposes very different from those for which 
they were established. Some light may be thrown upon the 
origin of this title by the following extract from Southey's Com- 
mon Place Book : — 



" Sir, seems to have been a title formerly appropriated to such of the 
inferior clergy as were only Readers of the science, and not admitted to be 
preachers, and therefore were held in the lowest estimation ; as appears in a 
remarkable passage in MachelFs MSS. collections for the history of West- 
moreland and Camberland, in six volumes folio, preserved in the Dean and 
Chapter^s library at Carlisle. The Reverend Thomas Machell, author of the 
collections, lived temp. Car. II. Speaking of the little chapel of Martindale, 
in the mountains of Westmoreland and Cumberland, the writer says, ' There 
IB little remarkaMe in or about it, but a neat chapel-yard, which, by the pecu- 
ttar eare of the old reader, is kept clean and neat as a bowling green.' 

*' Within the limits of mine own memory, all readers in chapels were called 
SirSf and of old have been writ so ; whence, I suppose, such of the laity as 
nsceived the noble Order of Knighthood being called Sirs, too, for distinction, 
had Knight writ after them, which had been superfluous if the title Sir had 
been peculiar to them. Bnt, now, Sir Richard is the only Knight Templar 
(if I may so call him) that retains the old style, which in other places is 
much laid and grown out of use. — BoswelVs Mahne, Vol. viii., p, 7. 

Desirous of following this investigation still farther, I visited 
the public library of the city of Boston and also Boston Athsene- 
nm^ bat in neither eonld be found a copy of Bos well's Maloue. 

You will, however, find the following in Worcester's Dic- 
tionary : — 

1. The word of respect ia compellation to man» in comnon conversation. 

2. " The title of a baronet, and a knight, prefixed to the christian name ; 
Sir John ; Sir Horace Vere, his brother." — Baeon, 

8l "A man ; a gentleman." 

" But, Sirs, be sudden in the execution." — Shc^frpeave, 

4. "A title formerly applied to a priest and curate in general." — Spencer. 

** Dominus, tbe academical Utle of Bachelor of Arts, was usually rendered 
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by Sir in English, at the TJnivereities ; so that a Bachelor who, in the books, 
stood Dominus Brown, was, in conversation, called Sir Brown. This was in 
use in some colleges, even in my memory. Therefore, as most clerical per- 
sons had taken the first degree, it became usual to style them Sir." — Nares. 

6. Formerly a Bachelor of Arts in some of the American Colleges. 

" Voted, September 6, 1768, that Sir Sewall, B.A., be the instructor in 
the Hebrew, and other learned languages, for three years." — Pierce's Hist. 
Harv. Univ. 

The following is also to be found in Southey's Common Place 

Book : — 

Papenheim has this curious note concerning the origin of the word " Sir," 
and its wide use : — 

" Mirus est plurium diversissimorumque idiomatum consensus in usurpatione kujus 
particuloe honorabilis Ser, signijicantis dominum, sub levi quadani varietati. Sara 
Hehreis Dominam sonata ut noium ex Scripturis. Serapis, ^gyptiorum deus, sic 
dictus quasi Dominus Apis. Arabes Ismaelitce a pastoritice vitce professione Sar- 
racenos did se vduerunt, quasi Dominos ovium ; esto imperitius quidam a Sara 
Abrahce uxore tractum nomen velini, cui ex opposito et per contemptum Agarenonun 
appdlationem objiciunt. Moschis, suus magnus dux sive Dominus Czar dicitur. 
Teutones verOj cum quibus communes radices plurimas retinent Longobardi, idem Ser 
usurpant, ut notum est Belgis, ex antiques nobilitatis nominibus Ser-sanders, 
Ser-jacobs, &c. Franci Sire et cum addito Messire ; hoc suis curionibus et Cleri- 
cis, istud soli Regi nunc per excellentiam tribuentis." — Acta Sanctorum, April, t. 3, 
p. 922. 

There is in many and most diverse languages, a wonderfVil agreement, or 
consent, in the use of this honorable particle Ser, which signifies in all, with 
certain trifling changes, Dominus or Lord. 

/Sara (Hebrew) signifies domina or mistress, as we learn from the Scrip- 
tures. Serapis, the god of the Egyptians was so called as it were, Lord 
Apis. 

The Ismaelitish Arabs, from their pastoral life, preferred to be called 
Sarraceni, that is Lords of Sheep. Some, whether less correctly, would 
derive this name from Sara the wife of Abraham, at whom, in anger or 
contempt, they cast the jiame of Agarrene. Moschis, their great leader or 
lord, is called Czar. 

The Teutons, with whom the Longobards retain many roots of words in 
common, make use of this same Ser, as we may perceive among the Bel- 
gians from the names of their old nobility, — Ser-sanders, Ser-jacobs, &c. 

The French use the terms Sire and Messire, applying the latter to their 
cures and clergy ; and the former, on account of his rank, to the king alone. 
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Thas, we have authentic information of the wide and varied use 
of the word Sir^ and of the use of the words " Sir Knight," to 
distinguish from the lower orders of the clergy " such of the 
laity as received the noble Order of Knighthood . . . which had 
been superfluous if the title Sir had been peculiar to them." 

We now have the title, " Sir Knight " preserved as a distinctive 
title in these Orders of Knighthood ; whether used at this day 
elsewhere, I am not informed. This fact is a very interesting 
one, £tnd a very convincing one, too, as to the class of men 
through whom these Orders have come to us. It is, certainly, a 
pleasant thing to find that our mere titles, the propriety of which 
has been much discussed, had a well-authenticated and remote 
origin, making their use necessary at the time, and that our 
Institution has preserved them intact, long after the necessity for 
them has passed away. I trust they will not be discarded until 
after further investigation, and for weighty reasons. 

It was my purpose to submit, for your consideration, some 
remarks upon one or two matters of general interest to the Fra- 
ternity, but the extent of the record of our immediate concerns 
forbids. 

On motion of E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, the address 
was referred to the following committee, — E. Sir Rev. John 
W. Dadmun, Sir Abraham A. Dame, and Sir Charles E. 
Powers. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in Due Array, and 
the R.E. Grand Commander then requested the M.E. Sir 
William S. Gardner, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States, to assume command in the Grand 
Commandery, and install the R.E. Grand Commander elect 
into oflSce. 

The official obligation was administered by E. Sir Rev. 
John W. Dadmun, and R.E. Sir Benjamin Dean was duly 
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installed into the high oflSce of Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 
The M.E. Grand Master then released the command to 
the R.E. Grand Commander, who announced the following 
appointed officers : — 

E. Sir Henrt Chickbrino, Pittsfield, Mass. . Grand Sword-Bearer. 

E. Sir William Sutton, Salem, Mass. . . . Grand Standard-Bearer. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee, Woonsocket, B.l. Grand Warder. 

E. Sir James M. Pendleton, Westerly, R.I. Grand Captain of Guards. 

E. Sir Ebbn F. Gat, Boston, Mass. .... Grand SentineL 

The R.E. Grand Commander then administered the offi* 
cial obligation, and installed the remaining Grand Officers, 
elected and appointed, into their respective offices, except 
the E. Grand Sword-Bearer and E. Grand Warder. 

By order of the R.E. Grand Commander, E. Sir Charles 
Edward Powers, Senior Grand Warden, then made the 
customary proclamation. 

The R.E. Grand Commander announced that the E. Grand 
Sword-Bearer, and E. Grand Warder, would be installed into 
office within the Asylum of their respective Commanderies. 

The Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island was 
then closed in Ample Form. 

A true abstract of the proceedings of the Special, Semi- 
Annual, and Annual Assemblies. 

Attest, 

ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Qremd Recorder, 



O perpetuate the many virtues of 

«5tii MiWim 4iM. 

Past Grand Master of the Grand Encampment 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, who 

DIED DECEMBER 27th, 1869. 
in the 73d year of his age. 

A good citizen, a true christian, and a 
consistent Mason. 



^it[ Jxtfa gttca, 

'^J)AST Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
^^, ment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 
^ DIED MARCH 17th, 1870, 

in the 84th year of his age. 

Beloved by all, in the fulness of life, 
he has left earth for the asylum of Heaven. 



^ir gnon gariinj ^mith, 

IMMINENT COMMANDER of Milford Com- 
^^ mandery, 

'^ DIED WHILE IK COMMAND, 

April 20, 1870, aged 38 years and 8 days. 

A respected merchant, a good citizen, 
a generous friend, and an honest man. 
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C0MMANDEBIE8 UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND 
RHODE ISLAND, 1870-71. 

Proyidence, R.I. 
BostoDi Mass. 
Newburyport, Mass. 
Newport, R.I. 
Worcester Mass. 
Springfield, Mass. 
Boston, Mass. 
Fawtucket, R I. 
Lowell, Mass. 
Chelsea, Mass. 
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Boston, Mass. 
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Haverhill, Mass. 
Abington, Mass. 
New Bedford, Mass. 
Lawrence, Mass. 
Salem, Mass. 
Fitchburg, Mass. 
Melrose, Mass. 
South Boston, Mass. 
Flttsfield, Mass. 
Woonsocket, R.I. 
Greenfield, Mass. 
Fall River, Mass. 
Boston Highlands, Mass. 
Westerly, R.I. 
East Boston, Mass. 
Mansfield, Mass. 
Northampton, Mass. 
E. Weymouth, Mass. 
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ORGANIZATION 



OF THB 



^mia tenomlter]! of Passscjiiisttts snlr Wiah ^M, 



OOTOBBB 28, 1870. 



R.B. Sut KENJAMIN DEAN, op Boston, Mai^S., 

Orand Commander, 

V.E. Sur WILLIAM STEELE SHURTLEFF, op Springfibij>, 

Deputy Orand Commander, 

^. Sm MCHOLAS VAN SLYCK:,*op Providencb, ft.L, 

Orand Oeneralissimo. 

E. Sm CHARLES ADAMS STOTT, op Lowell, Mass., 

Orand Captain-Oeneral, 

E. Sir Rev. JOHK WILLIAM DADMUN, op Boston, Mass.,. 

Orand Prelate. 

E. Sm CHARLES EDWARD POWERS, of Bostmt, Mas»., 

Senior Orand Warden, 

E. Sm HORACE DANIELS, op Pawtucket, R.I., 

Junior Orand Warden. 

E. Sm WILLIAM PARKMAN, of Boston, Mass., 

Orand Treasurer. 
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E. Sm ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, of Boston, Mass., 

Grand Recorder. 

E. Sib HENRY CHICKERING, op Pittsfikld, Mass., 

Orand SvoordrBearer, 

E. Sir WH-LIAM SUTTON, of Salem, Mass., 
Orand Standard-Bearer, 

E. Sib STAFFORD W. RAZEE, of Woonsockbt, R.I., 

Orand Warder, 

E. Sir JAMES M. PENDLETON, of Westerly, R.I., 

Orand Captain of the Ouarda, 

£. Sib EBEN FLAG6 GAY, of Boston, Mass., 

Orand Sentinel. 
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PAST GRAND MASTEBS 



OF THB 



(Iran)) tfnnniipmtt if 'Bmsu^tHs an)) S¥i!t Islanl). 



* Sir Thoh AS Smith Webb, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir WiixiAMt WiLKiwsoR, Providence, R J. 

* Sir Hbnbt Fowlb,, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Cablile, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir John Jahes Lobing, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir RoBBBT Lamt, Boston, Maes. . 

* Sir Edwabd Asa Raymono, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Abbahah Annis Dame, Boston Mass. 

* Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Sir Chables Whitlock Moobb, Boston, Mass. 
Sir John Flint, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Babbett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

* t Sir RuEL Bakeb, Boston, Mass. . 

* Sir John Rufus Bbadfobd, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Simon Wigoin Robinson, Lexington, Mass. 
Sir Daniel Habwood, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

Sir WiNSLOw Lewis, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 

* Sir William Field, Providence, R.I. 
Sir William Ellison, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir William Sewell Gabdneb, Newton, Mass. 
Sir Rev. Chables Henby Titus, Taunton, Mass 
Sir William Wilson Bakeb, Boston, Mass. 

Deceased, 18; living, 10. 



1805-17. 

1818-19'. 

1820-25. 

1826-28. 

1829-31. 

1832. 

1838-84. 

1835-36. 

1837-38. 

1839-41. 

1842-44. 

1845-46. 

1847. 

1848-50. 

1851-53. 

1854-55. 

1856-57. 

1858-59. 

1860-61. 

1862. 

1863-64. 

1865-66. 

1867-68. 



* Deceased. 

t Died while in office as Grand Master. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 



OF THB 



(&w6i ^Kmgtmi «f llxssat^ctts m\ i|0lt Iriiml* 



« 
« 



« 
« 



Sir Hbnry Fowle, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Carlilb, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Peter Grinnbll, Providence, R.I. 

Sir JosiAH Whitakbr, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Robert Lash, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Thomas Power, Framingham, Mass. 

Sir Abraham Aknis Dame, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Sir Charles Whitlock Moorb, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Flint, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir RuEL Baker, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir John Rufits Bradford, Boston, Mass. 

Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Simon Wigoin Robinson, Lexington, Mass. 

Sir Daniel Harwood, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir William Field, Providence, R.I. 

Sir William Ellison, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Edwin Curtis Bailbt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Taunton, Mass. 

Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. 

Deceased, 11 ; llying, 11. 



1818-19. 

1820-24. 

1826-28. 

1829-80. 

1881. 

1882. 

1B88-84. 

1885-86. 

1887-88. 

1889-41. 

1842-44. 

1845-46. 

1847. 

1848-50. 

1851-58. 

1854-55. 

1856-57. 

1858-59. 

1860-61. 

1862. 

1863-64. 

1865-66. 

1867-68. 



t Expelled. 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 



OF THB 



imtiDit 4Enan«|iittnt of itussaclstisttts xnli $|(o)it Islanlr. 



* Sir Henbt Fowle, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Carlile, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir John James Loring, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Robert Lash, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Mass. . 

* Sir Edward Asa Raymond, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 
Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. 
Sir John Flint, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir RuEL Baker, Boston, Mass. . 
Sir James Salsburt, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir James Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R.I. 

* Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass. 
Sir Daniel Harwood, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass 

* Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Samuel Lewis, Providence, R.I. 
Sir Charles Robbins, Boston, Mass. . 

I Sir Edwin Curtis Bailey, Boston, Mass. . 
Sir William Sewell Gardner, Newton, Mass. 
Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Thomas Authur Doyle, Providence, R.I. 

* t Sir Henry Butler, Providence, R.I. 
Sir William Bullock Blanding, Providence, R.I. 

Deceased, 14 ; living, 18. 



1805-17. 

1818-19. 

1820-24. 

1826-28. 

1829-30. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833-34. 

1835. 

1836. 

1837-38. 

1839-41. 

1842-44. 

1845. 

1846. 

1847. 

1848-50. 

1851-53. 

1854-55. 

1856. 

1857. 

1868-59. 

1860-61. 

1862. 

1863-64. 

1865. 

1866. 

1867-68. 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS-GENERAL 



OF THE 



^ranlt ^nompunt of ItassatlptttUs m'i $pt |slatt)r. 



« 
« 



« 
« 
« 



« 
« 
« 



Sir Jonathan Gaob, Newburyport, Mass. . 

Sir John Carlile, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Henrt Purkitt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John James Lorino, Boston, Mass. 

Sir JosiAH Whitakbr, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Thomas Power, Framingham, Mass. 

Sir Abraham Annis Dame, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Joseph Young, Jr., Newburyport, Mass. 

Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Flint, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 

Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir William Field, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Barney Merrt, Pawtucket, R.I. . 

Sir James Salsburt, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Samuel Fesbenden, Portland, Me. 

Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Simon Wigoin Robinson, Lexington, Mass. 

Sir Winslow Lewis, M.D., Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Moses Richardson, Providence, R.I. 

Sir Asa Woodbury, Wilkinsonville, Mass. 

Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, R.I. 

Sir James Warham Crooks, Springfield, Mass. 

Sir John Blake Reed, Pawtucket, R.I. 

Sir George Francis Wilson, Providence, R.I. 

Sir William Sewell Gardner, Newton, Mass. 

Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Taunton, Mass. 

Sir Thomas Authur Doyle, Providence, R.I. . 

Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. 

Sir William Steele Shurtleff, Springfield, Mass. 

Deceased, 18 ; living, 14. 



1805-14. 

1816-17. 

1818-19, 

1820-22. 

1823-24. 

1826-28. 

1829-80. 

1831. 

1882. 

1883. 

1834. 

1836. 

1836. 

1837-88. 

1839-41. 

1842-48. 

1844. 

1846. 

1846. . 

1847. 

1848-49. 

1860. 

1851-63. 

1864-66. 

1866. 

1867. 

1868-69. 

1860-61. 

1862. 

1863-64. 

1865-66. 

1867-68. 
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SAINT JOHN'S COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 

CHARTBRi OCTasBR, 7, 1805. 



Annual Election, First Monday of December. 



OFFICE BB. 

E. Sir Spencek Pratt Read 
Sir James Henry Allen 
Sir Albert Homer Cushman 
Sir Rev. Henry Warren Ruoo 
Sir Newton Darling Arnold 
Sir Robert Eells Dwelly 
Sir Alfred Waterman Fisk 
Sir John Gifford Tillinohast 
^r Albert Lf.ander Harris 
Sir Lester Lamson 
Sir Walter Blodoet . 
Sir Charles Law •) 

Sir Joseph Waterman Thompson > 
Sir Herbert Mortimer Kimball ) 
Sir LiNN^us Verb Kennon 
Sir Richard Chadwick 

Regnlar Assemblies, First Monday of each month; 



Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- Creneral, 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden, 

Treasurer, 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Gtteard. 

Musical Director, 
Sentinel. 
number of members, 291. 



* 

* 
■* 

* 
* 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

Sir Thomas Smith Webb, Providence, 1802-13. 

Sir John Carlile, Providence, 1814-16, 1820-21. 

Sir Samuel Jackson, Providence, 1817-19, 1822'«4, 18S9-41, 1847-49. 

Sir Asa Bosworth Providence, 1826-27| 1844. 

Sir Jesse Clark, Frovideaoe, 1828-29. 

Sir JosiAH Whitaker, Providence, 1830. 

Sir William C. Barker, Providence, 1831, 1850, 1857-58. 

Sir Moses Kichardson, Providence, 1832. 

Sir James Salsbury, Providence, 1833-3T, 1854-56. 

Sir Pardon Clarke, Providence, 1888. 

Sir Barney Merry, Provide&oe, 1M2^3. 

Sir William Field, Providence, 1845-46. 

Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, 1851-63. 

Sir Oliver Johnson, Providence, 1859. 

Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus, Taunton, Mass., 186(X-e2. 

Sir John Shbpley, Providence, 1863. 

Sir Rev. Daniel Rounds, Jr. North Wrentham, Mass., 1364. 

Sir Stillman White, Providence, 1866. 

Sir Samuel S. Ginnodo, Providence, 1866. 

Sir A. Crawford Greene, Providence, 1867-69. 

Deceased, 10; Uving, 10. 



* Deceaied 



t Not Members of the Commandeiy. 
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BOSTON COMMANDERT, BOSTON, MASS. 
Charter, March 3, 1806. 



Annual EleottoOt Third WodaMd*/ of October. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir WiKLiAM Satwabd Commtmdo', 

Sir Hbnrt Endicott Generalissimo, 

Sir Gideon Haynbs Captain- General. 

Sir Bey. John P. Robinson ..... Prelate. 

Sir Samubi. Mason, Jr. Senior Warden. 

Sir Z. H. Thomas, Jr Jtmim- Wardm. 

Sir ExkWAJCD A. Whitb Trea$tarer. 

Sir J. Francis Lotts Recorder. 

Sir Seranus Bowbn Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Albxav]»bb K. Betbr Standard-Bearer. 

Sir James H. Ufham ...... Warder. 

Sir Joseph N. Fbirce, Jr. ^ 

Sir John L. Stbybnson ? ... * Captains-of the Guard.. 

Sir Ei>wA]ii> J. Long ) 

Sir Eben F. Gat Armorer. 

Sir John B. Rhodes Mmical Director. 

Sir George H. Pike Sentinel* 

Begidsr Auembltofl, Third Wednesday of each month ; nmiber of MemhenK iSL 



FAST commanders. 

*Sir Henrt Fowls, Boston, 180&-23. 

* Sir Robert Lash, Chelsea, 1824. 

* Sir John J. LouNe» Boston, Iia6-a6. 
Sir Abraham A. Dame, Boston, 1827-29.. 

* Sir Edward A. Raymond^ Brookline, 1830-31. 

* Sir Thomas Power, Framingbam, 1832. 

* Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, 1833-34. 
Sir Gilbert Ndbsb, Beston, I8Sff. 

Sir John Flint, M.D., Boston, 1836-87. 
t Sir Charles W. Moore, Boston, 1838. 

Sir Daniel Harwood, M.D., Boston, 183^-40, 1850-67. 
«Siy RUEL Bahbb, Boston, 18A1. 
*Sir John B. Hammatt, Boston, 1842^43. 

Sir WiNSLOW Lewis, M.D., Boston, 1844-45. 

* Sir John R. Bradford, Boston, 1846-47. 

* Sir Samuel Pbarce, Boston, 1848-49. 
Sir William Ellison, 1868-60. 

Sir John K. Hall, Somerville, 1861-1863. 
Sir Wyzeman Marshall, Boston, 1864-65. 
Sir Charlbs C. Dame, Newburjport, 1866. 
Sir Charles Edward Powers, Boston, 1867-69. 

Deceased, 10; living, 11. 
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NEWBURYPORT COMMANDER Y, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 

ChabtbRi May 12, 1806. 



Annnal Election, Friday Bucceeding fall moon in September. 



OFFICERS. 



E. Sir JoHilSr N. Pike . 
Sir MosBS H. Fowler . 
Sir Warren Currier 
Sir James W. Chenet 
Sir William P. Sandebs 
Sir Chables N. Ballou 
Sir Dayid J. Adams 
Sir George H. Stevens 
Sir Edward F. Tibbets 
Sir R. M. BooDY . 
Sir John C. Kimball . 
Sir W. H. Baylby ) 
Sir Jacob Johnson ) 
Sir James W. Cheney . 
Sir Samuel M. Noyes 



Grenercdissimo. 
Captain- General, 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden, 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
SvDord-Bearer, 
Standard-Bearer, 
Warder, 

Captains of the Guard. 

Musical Director. 
Armorer and Sentind, 



Begalar Aasemblies, Friday succeeding full moon in each month; number of 
Members, 57. 



PAST COMMANDBBS. 

♦ Nathaniel Enapp, Newburyport, Mass., 1791:^1823. 
t Sir Richard 8. Spofford, M.D., Newburyport, Mass., 1824-40, 1866-62. 
Sir John N. Pike, Newburyport, Mass., 1866- 

I>ecea8ed,l; liYing,2. 



This Encampment was instituted in 1795 ; and in May, 1808, it received a 
"Charter of Recognition." The Charter was surrendered to the Grand 
Encampment, October 12, 1840, restored October 10, 1855, and again sur- 
rendered in October, 1862, and again restored May, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COMMANDEBT, NEWPORT, R.I. 

Chabtbb, June 7, 1814. 



Aimaal Election, Third Wednesday of September. 



OFFI0BB8. 

E. Sir John Eldbbd Commander, 

Sir Gbobge F. Ceandall Generalissimo, 

Sir William J. Undbbwood .... Captain- General, 

Sir Hbnbt J. Hudson Prelate, 

Sir Hbnbt Bull, Jr Senior Warden, 

Sir William G. Stbybnb ..... Junior Warden, 

Sir William O. Gladding, 2d ... . Treasurer, 

Sir Robebt S. Fbanklin Recorder, 

Sir Henbt J. Hudson, Jr Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Stephen GtOULd Standard-Bearer, 

Sir John S. Coogeshall Warder, 

Sir William Cabet ^ 

Sir Rat B. Tateb > ..... Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Thomas Shabp ) 

Sir Gbobgb W. Tew Sentinel, 

Begnlar ABsemblies, Third Wednesdays of March, June, September, and 
December; number of Members, 72. 



PAST COMMANDBBS. 

* Sir John A. Shaw, Newport, 1812-^. 

* Sir Isaac Stall, Newport, 1826-28. 

t Sir Kenset J. Stewabt, Newport, 1858. 
Sir Nathan H. Gould, Newport, 1854-58. 
Sir John Eldbbd, Newport, 1859- 
Deoeased, 2; liTing, 8. 



This Encampment was first chartered by the Grand Consistory of New 
York, in December, 1812. On the 7th of June, 1814, it received a Charter 
from Thomas Smith Webb, G.G. Master of the Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templars of the United States, under which it continued to work 
until June, 1828, when it ceased to exist. On the 12th of October, 1868, it 
was re-chartered by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, which Charter it now holds. 

16 
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WORCESTER COUNTY COMMANDERY, WORCESTER, MASS. 

GHASTEB, JUNB 16, 182fi. 



Annual Election, First Thursday of October. 



OFFI0BS8. 



E. Sir John Dean 

Sir Cbableb B. Whiting . 

Sir Alexanbeb Y. Thompson 

Sir Hbnbt C. Willson 

Sir Robbbt H. Chambbblain 

Sir Hbnbt C. Wadswobth 

Sir John W. Jobdan . 

Sir Gbobob E. Botdbn 

Sir James J. Russ 

Sir Stillman L. Shaffbb 

Sir Daniel Seaobayb . 

Sir Gbobge F. Wood j 

Sir Qeobgb Edwabd Smith? 

Sir Welcome W. Spbagub ) 

Sir Fbank a. Lbland . 

Sir Lewis S. Cabpenteb 



CorntncLndeT, 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- General. 
Prelate, 

Senior Warden, 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder, 
Svoord-Bearer. 
Standard' Bearer, 

Warder, 

Captains of the Guard. 

Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 



Begular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month; number of Members, 160. 



PAST GOMMANDEB8. 

t Sir Jambs Estabbook, Worcester, 182&-27, 1881-4B, 18i2-M, 1819, 1864. 

t Sir Geoboe Estabbook, 1828-80. 

t Sir Albebt Case, Boston, 1845-48, 

t Sir Levi Rawson, FarnnmsYille, Mass., 1860-CS. 

* Sir ASA Woodbubt, Wilkmsonville, Mass., 1865. 

* Sir Henbt Eabl, Worcester, 186&-^7. 

* Sir Seth p. Milleb, Worcester, 1858-63, 1866. 

t Sir Geoboe W. Bentlt, New London, Conn., 1864-66. 
Sir Hbnbt Goddabd, Worcester, 1866-67. 

Deceased, 3; liylng, 6. 



Thid Encampment was originallj established at Holden, Mass., remoyed 
to Worcester, June 17, 1829 ; re-established at Sutton, Mass., October 20, 
1842 ; again remoyed to Worcester, December 12, 1845, where it has since 
remained.' 



123 



SPBINGFIELD COMMANDERY, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

CHASTBB, JUNB 19,1880. 



Annnal Eleotlon, First Monday of November. 



ornoBss. 



E. Sir Sakttil B. Spookbr 
Sir Gborob W. Rat . 
Sir Gborob T. Wbavbb 
'Sir Danibl Reynolds . 
Sir Hbnby M. Phillips 
Sir Smith R. Phillips 
Sir Edward P. Chapiit 

Sir JOBL E. COOLIDOB . 

Sir William H. Pinnbt 
Sir A. C. RussBLL 
Sir Gborob M. Smith . 
Sir H. D. MiLLBR 
Sir Thbo. Kelloqo, Jr. 
Sir Jambs B. Squires 
Sir Charlbs Taylor . 
Sir P. H. Crowell 
Sir Gborob D. Rolliks 



Oomtnander* 

GeneraJissimo, 

Captain- General. 

PrelaU. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Musical Director. 



Sentinel. 
Begular ABsemblies, First Monday of each month; number of Members, 194. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

• Sir Henry Dwiqht, Springfield, 1826 to Apr. 4, 1828, and Nov. 7, 1828 to Jan. 6, 1831. 

• Sir John Newbury, Springfield, April 4, 1828 to Nov. 7, 1828. 

• Sir Jambs W. Crooks, Springfield, 1851-52, 1864r-55, 1857-69. 

• Sir John B. Kirkham, Springfield, 1863. 
Sir OCRAN Dickinson, Springfield, 1866. 

Sir William S. Shurtlefp, Springfield, 180(M{1. 
Sir Albert H. Kirkeum, Springfield, 1862. 

• Sir Isaac D. Gibbons,. Springfield, 1868-64. 
Sir Daniel Reynolds, Springfield, 1866. 
Sir Ai^bert E. Foth, Springfield, 1866. 

Deceased, 6; living, 6. 
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DE MOLAY COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
Chabtbb, Ootobbs 10, 1848. . 



Annual Election, Fourth Wednesday of September. 



OFFI0BR8. 

E. Sir Maslbobough Williams 

Sir Elisha I. Wilson 

Sir Jambs H. Frbeland 

Sir Bey. Gbobgb S. Notes 

Sir John Mack 

Sir John H. Chester . 

Sir Joseph M. Bussell 

Sir Fbbdebick A. Piebcb 

Sir Bobebt H. Carlbton 

Sir William I. Plaisted 

Sir John P. Soule 

Sir E. B. Cheney j 

Sir Joseph B. Mason > 

Sir George E. Davis ) 

Sir Eben F. Gay . 

Sir Edward Presoott 

Sir Howard M. Dow . 

Sir George H. Pike 

Regular Assemblies, Fourth Wednesday of each month; 



Commander, 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- General, 

Prelate, 

Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer, 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer, 

Standard-Bearer, 

Warder, 

Captains of the Guard, 



Armorer, 
Musical Director, 
Organist, 
Sentind, 
number of Members, 



PAST commanders. 

• Sir Edward A. Raymond, Brookline, Mass., 1850-61. 

Sir Charles W. Moore, Boston, 1852. 

Sir Thomas B. Lambert, D.D., Charlestown, Mass., 1863-65. 

Sir Clement A. Walker, M.D. Boston, 1866-68. 

Sir William Parkman, Boston,, 185»-60. 
X Sir Edwin C. Bailey, Boston, 1861-63. 

Sir William F. Dayis, Boston, 1864r-66. 

Sir John W. Dadmun, 1866-67. 

Sir S. J. M. Homer, 1868-69. 

Deceased, 1; living, 7. 



t ExpeUed. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY, PAWTUCKET, R.L 

Chabtbb, Sbftembeb 86, 1849. 



Axmnal Eleotion, Firat Tuesday of October. 



OFFI0BB8. 

E. Sir Bela P. Clafp Commander, 

Sir Edwabd D. Fbeeman Genercdissimo, 

Sir J. Sewbll Read Captain- Creneral. 

Sir Edwin Clapp Prelate. 

Sir Chables A. Fal^s . . . . . Senior Warden. 

Sir Henbt a. Pierce Junior Warden, 

Sir Isaac T. Jbnks Treasurer, 

Sir Bekjamin Q. Pebkins Recorder, 

Sir Joseph A. Bullabd Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Joseph C. Fisk Standard-Bearer, 

Sir Geoboe A. Sweet Warder, 

Sir Chables E. Gbifvik \ 

Sir Edwabd A. Patt j .... Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Henbt W. Cbandall) 

Sir John F. Adams Musical Director, 

Sir Jebemiah Rex Sentinel, 

Regular Assemblies, Friday on or before each foil moon; number of Members, 160. 



PAST COMHANDEBS. 

* Sir William Field, Proyidence, 1848-60. 
Sir Jambs Hutchinson, Proyidence, 1861. 

* Sir Alyin Jenks, Pawtucket, 1852-53. 

Sir Claudius B. Fabnsworth, Pawtucket, 1866-69. 
Sir Sylvanus Clapp, Pawtucket, 1860-61. 
Sir Nathan P. Towne, Pawtucket, 1862. 

* Sir Geoboe A. Fbsnch, Pawtucket, 1863-64. 
Sir HOBACE Daniels, Pawtucket, 1866-67. 

Deceased, 3; liying, 6. 
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PILGBIM COMMANDERT, LOWELL, MASS. 
Chabtbb, Ogtobbr 10, 18S6. 



Annnal Bleotlon, Wednesday after Aill moon in October. 

OFFI0BB8. 

E. Sir HoouM Hosfobd Commander. 

Sir Geobob W. Bbdlow Genercdtssimo, 

Sir Chablbs £. A. Babtlbtt .... Captcun-General. 

Sir William Nobth Prelate. 

Sir Stbphbk W. Husb Senior Warden. 

Sir Hbmby p. Pbbkins Junior Warden. 

Sir Jonathan P. Folsox Treaeurer. 

Sir Abthur O. Pollabd Recorder. 

Sir N. Warrbn Nobcbosb Sword-Bearer. • 

Sir Aba D. Clark Standard-Bearer. 

Sir Fbbdbbiok Fbtb Warder. 

Sir J. YiCTOB Sjbtes \ 

Sir John N. Pbiboe, Jr. > Captains of the Guard. 

Sir John V. Blood ) 

Sir Edwabd B. Howb Organiet. 

Sir HiBAM N. Hall Sentind. 

Begalar Assemblies, Wednesday after each fiill moon; number of Members, ISO. 



PAST 0OM1CANDBB8. 

Sir Samubl E. Hutohinson. Lowell, 18S5-68. 
* Sir Gadwalladbb F. Blanohabd, liowell, 180&HBO. 
Sir William S. Gardnbb, NewtonvMass., 1861-62. 
Sir Joseph Bbdlow, Lowell, 18A3. 
Sir WiLUAM F. Salmon, Lowell, 1864-^. 
Sir Samuel D. Sabobant, Bingbampton, K.Y., 1806. 
Sir Charlbs a. Stqtt, LoweU, 1867. 

Deceased, 1 ; liying, 6. 
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PALESTINE COMMANDERY, CHELSEA, MASS. 

CHABTBB OOTOBBB, 28. 1869. 



Annual Eleetlon, Fint Wadnesdaj of Ootpber. 



OFFIOBBS. 

E. Sir DjLNiBL E. Chabb 
Sir Chablbs T. Gat . 
Sir Sbth C. Ajcbs 
Sir Gbobob H. Mabdbb 
Sir William Fattbbson 
Sir William D. Sbblt 
Sir Sladb Luthbb 
Sir Gbobob W. Yosb . 
Sir Albbbt B. Babrbtt 
Sir Jambs E. Roobbs . 
Sir HowABD F. Rowb . 
Sir Gbobob H. Ricb 

Sir WiLUAM ROBINSOB 

Sir William F. Lovbtt 
Sir Chablbs W. Mabdbn 
Sir Jomr Low 
Sir Tract F Chbbybb 

Regular Afaemblies, First Wednesday of each month; 



CoiiMnandeT, 

Oeneralissim^, 

Captain'^ General* 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden* 

Treasurer, 

Recorder* 

Sword-Bearer, 

Standard-Bemret, 

Warder, 

Captains ^Ihe Guard. 

Armorer and iSeMinil, 
Mueieal Director, 
Organist, 

■nmber of Kembcra, 187. 



FAST 0OMMA2n>BBa. 

* Sir Chablbs A. Davis, M.D., Chelsea, 180(MXK 
Sir Chablbs M. Ayebt, Chelsea, 1802-68. 
Sir Tract F Chebvbb, Chelsea, 1864-65. 
Sir Gbobob H. Mardbn, Charlestown, 1888. 
Sir Chablbs F. Hatnbs, Chelsea, 186r-4)9. 

Deceased, 1; liTing, 4. 
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MILPORD COMMANDERY, MILFORD, MASS. 
Chabtbr, Octobek 29, 1859. 



Annual Election, Fourth Monday of Septeml>er. 



omcBSS. 

E. Sir Leonard Fairbaiikb 
Sir Sullivan 0. Suhnbb 
Sir Jambs R. Davis 
Sir Samuel A./ Fisher 
Sir Jabvis White 
Sir James M. Woods . 
Sir Leonabd Hunt 
Sir Lewis Fales . 
Sir Samuel W. Heath, Jr. 
Sir Ira E. Wilson 
Sir Eben D. Bancroft 
Sir Milton A. Saunders ^ 
Sir Charles W. Shippee > 
Sir Henry C. Skinner ) 
Sir George W. Bailet 
Sir John M. Wood 
Begolar Assemblies, Fourth Monday of each month; 



Commander. 

Generalissimo, 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder, 

Captains of the Guard. 

Musical Director. 
Armorer and Sentinel. 
number of Members, 163. 



past commandbbs. 

Sir Geobge E. Johnson, Holliston, Mass., 1859. 
Sir Isaac Britton, Covington, Ky., 1860, 1862-83. 
Sir Edwin F. Whiting, Holliston, 1861. 
Sir William H. Phipps, Hopkinton, 1864. 
Sir Geobge E! Stacy, Milford, 1865-67. 
* Sir J. Habding Smith, Milford, 1868-69. 

Deceased, 1; living, 6. 
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SAINT BERKAJlD COMMASDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 

CHABTBtt, October 28, 1600. 



Anniiftl JSltfBtioii, lint t^dny in December. 



OTS'I'OBBfl. 

E. Sir CHAftUfiD A. Wbloh Commander. 

Sir S.AMUKt Wklls Genercdiasimo. 

Sir FRANCkft F. EttBBT .... - Captain- Genend. 

Sir P. Adams Aues Prdate, 

Sir Otis E. Wbl» Senior Warden. 

Sir CHARLBft O. FoBTBS Junior Warden, 

Sir C. U. CoTtiNO Treasurer, 

Sir RiCHAKD Brioos Recorder. 

Sir JosiAtt F. GtTiLD Sword-Bearer. 

Sir Horatio Moorb Standard-Bearer. 

Sir A. T. B. AmbI Warder. 

Sir J. Baldwin, Jr. \ 

Sir B. HuRD >..;;.. Captains of the Guard. 

Sir G. F. HuRD ) 

Sir E. F. Gay Armorer. 

Sir C. C. Wbwtworth Musical Director. 

Sir 6. H. PKb Sentind. 

Begnlar AsaemblieB, Second Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 90. 



PAST OOIOCANDBRS. 

sir WiLUAM W. Baksb, Boston, 1859^. 
Sir P. Adams Avbs, Boston, I802-4S. 
Sir HBnrT Mclukbm, Brookttne, 1804-06. 
Sir F. LTMAir WniKKD^, Allstotn, 1867-48. 



17 
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CALVARY COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R.I. 

Chabteb, Mat 22, 1860. 



Annual Election, Fint Tuesday in December. 



OFPI0BR8. 

E. Sir Thomas Phillips, Jr. .... Commander, 

Sir Nelson W. Aldrioh Generalissimo, 

Sir John J. Jenks Captain' General, 

Sir Rev. Samuel P. Eellet .... Prelate, 

Sir John P. Lutheb Senior Warden, 

Sir C. Henbt Alexandeb Junior Warden. 

Sir James W. Bullock Treasurer, 

Sir John A. Deyebaux Beoorder, 

Sir William H. Fenneb Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Joseph E. Cranston Standard-Bearer, 

Sir Charles B. Webster Warder, 

Sir William H. McCormick ^ 

Sir Damase Beliybau > . . . . Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Isaac H. Saunders ) 

Sir Edwin Baker Organist, 

Sir Charles T. Little ..... Sentind, 

BejTular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month ; number of Members, 174. 



PAST commanders. 

• Sir Henrt Butler, ProTidenoe, 1800-62. 
Sir Thomas A. Doyle, Providence, 1863. 
Sir Levi L. Webster, Providence, 1864. 
Sir WiLUAM B. Blanding, Providence, 1865. 
Sir Edwin J. Nightinoalb, Providence, 1866. 
Sir Charles R. Dennis, Providence, 1867. 
Sir James M. Pendleton, Westerly, 1868. 

Deceased, 1; llvinfl^, 6. 
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HAVERHILL COMMANDERY, HAVERHILL, MASS. 

Chabtbb, OOTOBBB 86, 1868. 



Annual Election, Second Tuesday of October. 



OPPIGBBS. 

E. Sir Jambs E. Galb . 
Sir Cablos P. Mbssbr . 
Sir Aryida M. Vancb 
Sir Hiram Smart . 
Sir Datid B. Tbnnbt . 
Sir B. Addison Sawteb 
Sir R. Stuart Chasb . 
Sir William B. Eaton. 
Sir Alyah Whittibr . 
Sir Charles Edwards 
Sir Otis W. Flandbrs 
Sir Benjamin E. Leiohton 
Sir B. F. Darling 
Sir Horace M. Wiohtman 
Sir Nathanibl K. Johnson 
Sir J. W. P. Smith 
jt^gni^r Assemblies, Second Tnesday of each month; 



Commander, 

Generaliasimo, 

Captain- General. 

Prelate, 

Senior Warden, 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sux>rd-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder, 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Sentind, 

nnmber of Members, 124. 



past commander. 
* Sir Gboros W. Cbasb, Hayerhill, Mass., 1863-66. 
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OLD COLOIfY COMMANPBRY, ABBSfOTON, MAS?. 

gHASTsu, Mat; 6, vs^ 



Annua], XleQti<in in A^p^ 



OSTICB9S, 

E. Sir Zaqhasiaa !<• Bioknsll 

Sir Geobos W. Fat 

Sir Stkfbbi^ S. Bradford . 

Sir Key. Freeman P. Rowland 

Sir Franklin P. Harlow . 

Sir Horatio F. Copbland . 

Sir Benjamin I^ Nash 

Sir Erastub 14^ Nash . 

Sir Francis T>% QAJ4LOU 

Sir Amo«^ S, Stbtsqn . 

Sir James F. Co$ 

Sir Frescott Lothrop 

Sir JAMBfi^ E« Smith 

Sir Samuel N. Dter, 

Sir Richard A^ Hunt 

Sir Joseph F* French 



OP ^ 

I, Jr. ) 



Captaiur Gtt^ai^ 
Preiate^ 

Senior. Wardim* 
Junior Ww^dni. 
Treasureir, 
Heconkr, 

Stemdar^Betaer. 
C9ptai99 ofihA. Gword, 
4inn9ter and Seraind4 



Begnlar Aaaembltos, Monday aezt Ibllowlng tli* ftiU of eTOiy moos; nunber 
of Members, 166. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

Sir William W. Whitmarsh, Neponseti Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir Samuel B. Thaztbr, Abington, 1866-68. 



13a 



SUTTON COMMANSBRT, NBW^ B£DFORD, MASS. 

QBAmmm, Mat t^TML 



JUuuMt lOtolloii, llntThnnd^iilB Deoember. 



E. Sir A. H. W. Cabpbntbb 
Sir JoHX A. Lbb . 
Sir GnsTAYTja DbiiAno . 
Sir Wanton T. I>rbw . 
Sir Abbabam H. Bowland, Jr. 
Sir WiuaAM W. Abnold 
Sir Jacob B. Haplbt . 
Sir H. WiLBBB S1UBB8ON 
Sir WiLUAM E. Mason 
Sir WiUiiAX H. Sbbbman 
Sir Gabpnbb T. Sanvobd 
Sir Hbnbt G. Pombot 
Sir B* & JBNKiBft 
Sir HoBACB G. Howulnd 
Sir Chabuki f . FoiiOBB 
Sir William A. Sbabell 



Gtnendimmo. 
Captttm* Generaf, 
PrtlaU, 

Senior Wartkm. 
Jwtior Wardm* 
Trecmtrtr, 

SkBord-liemrer^ 

Standard-Beam^, 

Warder. 

Cbptat^ ^the Guard, 

OrgmnisL 



and3eniinei4 
of MMibeM^Utt, 



Sir JoBK .B« Batuos, Nftw Bedftvd, 18S4«e7; 
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BETHANY COMMANDERY, LAWRENCE, MASS. 

CHJUEtTBB, OOTOBXB 28, 1864. 



Animal Eleetton, Last Taesday In September. 



OFFIOBBB. 

E. SirD. Frank Robinson Commander, 

Sir Calbb Saunders Creneralisnmo. 

Sir John Haioh Captain- General. 

Sir James H. Kidder PreUUe. 

Sir G. M. Stoddard Senior Warden, 

Sir Aaron A. Currier Junior Warden, 

Sir RuFUS Reed Treasurer, 

Sir P. B. Robinson Recorder, 

Sir George F. Talbot Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Geobob W. Chandleb Standard-Bearer, 

Sir Nathan A. Bishop Warder, 

Sir William Smith ^ 

Sir Chase Philbbick> Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Melyin Beal ) 

Sir E. Frank Faob Musical Director, 

Sir G. W. Waterhousb Sentinel, 

Begular Assemblies, Last Taesdaj of each month; number of Members, 106. 



PAST 0OMMANDBB8. 

Sir Pardon Abminoton, Lawrence, Mass., 1864-65. 
Sir WiLUAM H. Jaquith, Lawrence, 1866-68. 
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WINSLOW LEWIS COMMAia>EBT, SALEM, MASS. 

Chabtbb, Mat 5, 1865. 



AnniMl Kleotion, Third Thunday of October. 



OFFICERS. 

£. Sir William Suttoh Commayier. 

Sir Gbobob H. Pbirson Generalitnmo, 

Sir Dana Z. Smith Captain- GeneraL 

Sir JoHH B. Hill Prdate, 

Sir William H. Flbtchsb /Senior Warden, 

Sir John Shaw, 2d Junior Warden, 

Sir Jambs Kimball Treasurer, 

Sir IsRABL S. Lbb Retsorder, 

Sir Gbobgb Taplbt Sword-Bearer. 

Sir John Mbacom Standard-Bearer, 

Sir Tbibtam T. Sayobt Warder, 

Sir Samubl T. PLUMMBB^ 

Sir Ibtino Stonb > Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Hbbbbbt T. Cobaht ) 

Sir Jacob Touko Organist, 

Sir William L. Batchbldeb .... Sentind, 

Begnlar AsMmbltoB, Third Thnnday of eaeh month ; namber of Memben, 196. 



PAST OOMMANDBB. 

Sir William Sutton, Peabody, Mass., 1866. 
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JERXJTSALEM COMMANDER^, FITCHBUBC, MASS. 

GttAlKTSA, ttAY i, m^ 



AUwal BliMtoH, Tliii<d 1%iiMdfty i}t fiepteniMr. 



OVFIOttftlS. 



E. Sip SULUTAK W. HUNTLT 
Sir WiLUAM J. MfeRBIAM 
Sir AUIBKT L» FSSISENDBN 

Sir Bey. Henst L. Jonbs 
Sir JoHK W. Kimball . 
Sir Alfbbd M« Adams « 
Sir Chableb J. Billinob 
Sir Henbt F. Pipbb « 
Sir George WhbbLogk 
Sir Eravcib Sbbldon . 
Sir Mebbill CAiiLtON 
Sir J. A. Mabbhall 
Sir JoHir Q. Pbabodt 
Sir J. F. D. Garfield . 
Sir Edwabd J. Cbobbman 
Sir Joseph PibBob » 



I 



GmerdlissifM. 
Odpttxtti- GeiM'tU. 
Prtkttt. 

S^ntot W^iBttTKn, 
Jtmiot Warden. 

Ivscordetm 
iSvMrd-B€OT€fm 
Stttnddrd-Beitf^, 
WtirwBt, 

Captains of the Guard, 

Atvnxfrer, 
Mmnad i)iredor, 
SenHnd, 



fiagnlar AsMinUiM, Thtr4 TliBtvdAy^ of each motttti; ttaftibtt at KcMiben, tt. 



PAM tXyHMAADftfti. 

Sir Edmcwd Daba Bancboft, GrotMi ^imetidB, ^65-66. 
Sir JOHK Bumby, Fitchburg, 1867-68. 
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HUGH DE PATENS COMMANDEBY, MELROSE, MASS. 

CHABTJBB, OOTOBSB 87, 1865. 



Animal l&leotlOB, Seoond Wednesday of September. 



OFFIOBBB. 

£. Sir John B. Nobton Commander, 

Sir Thokas Winship Generalissimo, 

Sir O. W. Ufhak Captain- General. 

Sir S. Btington Prelate. 

Sir J. D. Fabxxr Senior Warden, 

Sir Geobgb F. Clapp Junior Warden, 

Sir M. Fattbs Treaatarer, 

Sir P. D. Walbbidob Reoorder, 

Sir William A. Gablton . . . . . Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Gbobob Habt ...... Standard-Bearer, 

Sir M. P. SwBBTSBB ...... Warder, 

Sir E. W. Gloybb \ 

Sir G. H. Nichols > Captains of the Guard, 

Sir H. H. D. Gushing ) 

Sir H. £i. BoBiNSON Armorer, 

Sir H. L. Putnam Sentinel, 

Begnlar AssemblieB, Seoond Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 218. 



PAST 0OMMANDBB8. 

Sir LOBING L. FULLBB, Maiden, Mass., 186S-66. 
Sir Fbbdbbick J. Fobs, Maiden, Mass., 1867-68. 



18 
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SAINT OMER OOMMANDERT, SOUTH BOSTON, MSASS. 

Chabtbb, Ootobbb 27, 1888. 



Annmd Electton, Third Monday of Oetober* 



OT^VIOBRBi 

E. Sir Chablbs H. Whitb 

Sir Benjamin Pope 

Sir Joseph Winsob 

Sir Edward H. Bbainabd 

Sir Georoe H. Johnston 

Sir Gbobob W. Kingman 

Sir Walteb F. Hawbs 

Sir Francis C. Hersbt 

Sir William B. Wilbbb 

Sir John F. Kbnnard . 

Sir Charles L. Jambs . 

Sir Jeremiah Tinkham 

Sir John C. Farnham 

Sir Charles W. McClellan ) 

Sir William D. Rockwood 

Begalar ABBemblies, Third Monday of each month; 



i 



Oommandbr; 

CfeneraiUsmo, 

Captain' General, 

Prdixte, 

SemorWardm, 

Junior Wartkn. 

Treasurer, 

Recordbr, 

Sword^Bearer: 

Stanthurd-Bearer, 

fTOirder, 

Captains iifthe Guard: 

Kfenttftet* 
number of Members, 07. 



PAST COMMANDBRS. 

Sir Benjamin Dban^ Boston, Mass., 1886-06. 

Sir DVJH04JS MOB. X^AXXBB, M.D., BMton« MaBa« 1867«^. 

Sir N. A..Arol4LO;su>,;QpAtaA,.llUAflMl989i<. 



IM 



BXBKSHIRB COMMANDERY, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 

CHiaOBBi DSOBMBSB tt, 1886. 



Annaal Eleotion, Seoond Monday In October. 



OFFICKBS. 

E. Sir HsKBT Chickbbikg Commander, 

Sir H. S. BussBLi* Generalissimo. 

Sir J08IAH Cabteb Captain- General, 

Sir LoBBNZo H. Gamwbll . . * . . Prelate, 

Sir Tbumah C. Colb Senior Warden, 

Sir William D. Axtbll . ; . . , Junior Warden, 

Sir L1BBBU8 SootT . . . . Treasurer, 

Sir Sauubl H. Almt Recorder, 

Sir Gbobob C. Dunham Svxnd Bearer, 

Sir William H. Mubbat . . . . Standard-Bearer, 

Sir Chablbs S. Mobbt Warder, 

Sir Dabibl C. Muntan ^ 

Sir Ibyinq D. Fbbbt ( • • • • • Captains of the Guard, 

Sir Datid a. Clabt ) 

Sir John (X Pabxjib Sentinel, 

Begnlar A iintlBiUliwi, Second Monday of each month; number of Meniben, dl. • 



PAST OOMMANDBB. 

Sir LOBBNZO H. Gamwbll, Pittaileld, Mass., 1866-67. 
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WOONSOCKET COMMANDBRY, WOONSOCKET, R.L 

Qhabxbb, Mat 8, 1867. 



Annual Election in October. 



OFFIOBBB. 

E. Sir S. W. Bazbb ...... Commander, 

Sir F. G. JiLLSON Generalissimo. 

Sir Moses P. Bobbbts Captain- General, 

Sir Amos Shbbman, Jr. Prdate, 

Sir L. C. TToubtbllot Senior Warden. 

Sir Edwin Al1>bigh Junior Warden. 

Sir Allbn Thatbb Treasurer. 

Sir Waltbb E. Pabbibb Recorder. 

Sir Chablbs Noubsb Sword-Bearer, 

Sii: H. W. Stillman, M.D Standard-Bearer. 

Sir Jambs Pickfobd Warder. 

Sir JosBPH B. Aldbich ^ 

Sir Dbxtbb B. Bubdick > Captains of the Guard. 

Sir W. D. Aldbich ) 

Sir Angblo Rowland Musical Director. 

Sir John Hackbtt Sentinel. 

Begnlar ABsemblieSi Second Tuesday of each month; number of Members, 78. 



FAST COMMANDEBS. 

Sir Emerson Goddard, Woonsocket, B.I., 1867. 
Sir iRA W. Abnold, Woonsocket, R.I., 1868. 
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GODFREY DE BOUILLON COMMANDEBT, FALL BIVEB, MASS. 

Chabtbb, Ootobbb 90, 1868. 



Annual El«etloii, Third Wedneaday in Oetober. 



OTFI0BB8. 

E. Sir BoBXBT Cabtbb Bbowk 

Sir Chables Edwin Casb . 

Sir Hbnbt Fadooox 

Sir Gbobgb Altan Bui^labd 

Sir Chables Ellis Gitvobb 

Sir Jambs Datis . 

l^ir Danibl Edson Chaob . 

Sir Alfbed Hbnbt Habtlbt 

Sir William Macombeb Almt 

Sir John Fbtbb Hbnbt 

Sir Silas Williams 

Sir Jambs Fbanklin Bamset 

Sir Fbbdbbick Kemfton Hill 

Sir William Pbbston . 



Commander, 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden, 

Trecuurer. 

Recorder. 

Stoord-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer, 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard, 

SenHnd. 



Begalar AstemblieSi Third Wednesday of each month; number of Members, 63. 



FAST COMMANDBB. 
Sir Bobbbt Henbt, Fall Biyer, 1868, 



COBSECnCUT TALLET COMMAjn)EBT, aBBSNFIELD, MA8S. 
ohastkb. oowhmb so, iwr. 



E. Sir Bev. Fbibk Toorhsbs Fihod 
Sir WuuiM SiBMmi SBVBKxiioa 
Sir Chulis Buux Sbtekanob 
Sir Mixvui Stbphbh Fellows 
Sir EDiri.BD Joii&k Rioh 
Sir HiBAM OuiAiroo Smith 
Sir GsoaoB Akjwbwb Allbv 
Sir CLAKasfflB rujixLin f obtbr 
Sir Hbhkt Wbuavbd Patnb 
Sir John AdjlUS Ci.abs 
Sir WiujAH Hbhht Samsott 
Sir IfOUtit Naibah Bailbt I 
Sir Charub Edwabd Fisk > 
Sir JoBL GiiSBZT WiLBOir . 
Sir Hbzbkiah Stonb Fsosi 
Beinlai' Aawmblies, Ilrit Xaeeda; ol 



.Stniw- >rsrdM. 
Junur WanUu. 
Trtaamr. 

Steord'Btars. 

3tanJafd.Bvmr. 

Wardar. 



. ; uomber of Usmbera, 80. 



Sir Wbhdbll T. DAna, Greenfield, Utw., laST-as. 
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JOSEPH WAB3£BIN COBIMANDBBT, BOBTON HIGHLANDS, MASS. 

CM4BIIB, JASUMXX 1, 1809. 



Amuudi SlMlloiLiiK Oolottar. 



Qxirio 



E. Sir J^jiOA G. TvcKBB 
Sir Samujil.Littlb 
Sir WiLiJAM HoBBs, Jr. 
Sir John T. Habbib 
Sir Gbobob MouxiTON 
Sir JoBiF F. Nbwikik 
Sir Fbanci» J. WibRD 
Sir Btbon a.. P0LIU.RD 
Sir Geob6B J. Abhold 
Sir LuouzB A. Cuivleb . 
Sir Ebbnbzbb ApjUis 
Sir HoBACB G. Tuckeb j 
Sir. Iaaao W. Nbwton > 
Sir D. W. JoNBS ) 

SlE WZLLIAX H. GbRBISH 

SirE. G. Scott . 



Gmeraliammo', 

PrdaU. 

Semar Wdrdtttk 
Junior WankiK 
Treasur^K 
JReoosrder, 
SicBrd*BeanK 
Standard-Btant^. 
Ifranicr. 

CaptaiuM cfihv Guaird, 

Mutioal Mwior. 
Armorer ami Sentind. 



Kc^gnUr Asaemblies, Fiitt Monday of each month; number of Members, 66. 
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NARRAGANSETT COMBiANDERT, WESTERLY, R.I. 

Chabtbb, Jdnb, 1869. 



Annual Election, Second Monday in June. 



OTPI0BB8. 

E. Sir Jambs M. Pbndlbtoh .... Commander, 

Sir Georgb G. Stillmak . . . . . Generalissimo. 

Sir I. Alonzo Babcock . . . * , . Captain- General. 

Sir Thomas H. Pbabody Prelate. 

Sir AzRO N. Lbwis Senior Warden. 

Sir Edwabd F. Yosb Junior Warden. 

Sir Thomas H. Brownino Tretisurer. 

Sir Jambs Stillman Recorder. 

Sir Joseph Dews Sword-Bearer. 

Sir George C. Stillman Standard-Bearer. 

Sir Jambs F. Pendleton . . . ... Warder. 

Sir Henry B. Gbnett j 

Sir Albert B. Collins > Captains of the Guard. 

Sir William Hoxbt ) 

Sir Thomas M. Plaob Armorer and Sentind. 

Regular ABsemblies, Second Monday in each month; number of Members, 9. 
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WILLIAM PARK&iAN COMMANDERY, EAST BOSTON, MASS. 

Chabtbb, Mat 12, 1870. 



AimiiAl Eleotion, Sedond Monday Va Jfbne« 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Seth C. Ames Commander. 

Sir Albert B. Barrett Generalisaimo. 

Sir Edson C. Chamberlin .... Captain-General, 

Sir Philander Nutter Prelate. 

Sir William it. ^LuiB . » . . . v Senior Warden, 

Sir Benjamin Albbb Junior Warden, 

Sir Elisha Pote Tretuurer, 

Sir Edward H. Morse Recorder, 

Sir Walter S. Hall Sword-Bearer, 

Sir Thomas Shaw ...... Standard-Bearer, 

Sir William Waters, Jr Warder^ 

Sir Jt Hiram 8. Pearson \ 

Silr Hbnrt Kbnnet, Jr. > .... Captains ef the Guard, 

Sir Isaac McAllister ) 

Sir William Dutemple Musical Director, 

Sir Samuel W. Gleason Armorer and Sentinel, 

Begnlar Assemblies, second Thursday of each month ; number of Members, 36. 



19 



146 



BRISTOL COMMANDERY, MANSFIELD, MASS. 
Dispensation Granted, Mat 28, 1870. 



OVPICBBS. 



E. Sir Charles E. Smith . 
Sir Daniel B. Whitcomb 
Sir D. H. Smith 



Commander, 
Generalissimo, 
Captain- General. 



NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY, NORTHAMTON, MASS. 

* I 

PiSPBNSATION OBANTBD JUNB 2, 1870. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Dayid W. Crafts Commander. 

Sir Charles S. Pratt GreneraUstima, 

Sir GEORaE S. Phelps Captain-Gmmd. 



SOUTH SHORE COMMANDERY, WEYMOUTH, MASS. 
Dispensation Granted June 9, 1870. 



officers. 

E. Sir Zachariah Loyell Bicknell 
Sir George Wtman Fat . ... 
Sir E. Waters Burr .... 



Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

Captain-General. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

The Grand Commanderj of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
•omposedof — 

Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded} 18 

Fast Grand Officers (permanent .members, excluding present Grand 

Officers) 18 

Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent members 

ftot induded m envMenrtion of past or preseikt Gvand Officers, 

or present Commanders) .68 

Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-General of 27 Subordinate 

Commanderies 81 

Total 175 

Whole number of Knights affiliated with Subordinate Commanderies, 8,818 
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MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
Chabteb, Maboh 17, 1821. 



PAST COMMANDBB8. 

(While under the JurisfUction of the Grand Encampment of MasBaohiweMft aa4 

Bhode Island)^ 

^ix ?QT* SoLON.QN S];li.s. $ir Jobbfh M. GBi^gLSH. 

Sir Thomas S. Bowlbs. Sir Samttbl Fbbsbitdbn. 



Maine SBoampmeat eeased to be under fke ^wMietioa of &o Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island^ OQtp)>^ IQ, 1849. In 
1854, it was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 



VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 

CHABTBB, JUNB 16, 1826. 



PAST COMMANDBBS. 



* Sir EzBKiEL L. Bascohb, 1825. Sir John Wabnbb, 1827. 

Sir Rey. Lucius R. Paiob, D.D.. 1826. Sir Rev. Joshua Flago, 1828. 



The Cfiarter of this Encampment was declared forfeited by a vote of the 
Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly held February 28, 1888. 



COKSTITUTION. 



€amixiuixon of i\it (Sra;nb Cnmmanbjer]; 



OF 



KNIGHTS TEMPLARS AND APPENDANT ORDERS 



OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



ARTICLE L — GRAND COMMANDERY. 

STYLE AND TITLE. 

Section 1. — The style and title of this Body is ''The 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append* 
ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island." 

JURISDICTION. 

* 

Sect. 2. — Its jurisdiction extends over the territorial 
limits of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

POWERS. 

Sect. 3 — In it alone is vested the right and duty, which 
it cannot delegate, to superintend and govern all Coramand- 
eries of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within this jurisdiction. 
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It has exclusive power to grant Dispensations and Warrants 
for forming and opening Commanderies of the above Orders , 
and to extend or revoke the same. 

It enacts statutes and issues edicts, and amends and repeals 
the same. 

It censures, suspends, and erases Councils and Command- 
eries, and holds any of their members amenable for any vio- 
lation or neglect of its statutes and edicts. 

It has supreme authority, throughout this jurisdiction, in 
all matters pertaining to Templar Masonry, subject only to 
the ancient landmarks of the Order, and the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 

MEMBERS. 

Sect. 4. — It shall consist oi a Grand Commander, Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Cap- 
tain-General, Grand Prelate, Grand Senior Warden, Grand 
Junior Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recordet, Grand 
Swotd-Bearer, Grand Standard-Bearer, Gfand Warfet, 
Grand Captain of the GuaiHls, Grand Sentinel, — ea-^Jiciisf 
of all Past Grand Commanders and Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Commanders and Deputy Grand Masters, 
Past Grand Generalissimos and Past Grand Captains-^General 
of this Body ; of the Commanders, Generallsdimos, and Csip^ 
tains-General, for the time being, of all subordinate Com- 
manderies under this jurisdiction ; and of all Past Command- 
ers of such subordinates, so long as they are members of 
Commanderies, under this jurisdiction, in good standing. 

The above-named Present and Past Officers (the Grand 
Sentinel excepted) , and Representatives and Past Command- 
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era of subordinate Commanderies, are the only voters in 
this Grand Commandery. 

A permanent member has but one vote in his own right as 
such, and but two in anj case. 

ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES • 

Sect. 5. -^ Each of the officers named in the preceding 
section 9 save and except Past Commanders and the Grand 
Sentinel, being unable to attend the Assemblies in person i 
shall have the power tx) appoint a proxy, who shall be entitled 
to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, except that 
of taking his rank in Grand Commandery. 

Such proxy must, at the time of his service, be a member 
of the wxme $ubordincUe Gommandery as hi$ principal^ 
and a Templar of not less llian three years' standing, and 
must present a properly authenticated certificate of luA 
appointment. 

OFFICEBS, ELECTION, AND TITLES. 

Sect. 6, -*«- The first nine officers shall be chosen by 
written ballot; the others, by appointment of the Grand 
CkMnmander. 

No Knight is eligible to any office in this Grand Com* 
mandery, unless he be a member of some subordinate 
Commandery, and a Templar of not less than three years' 
standing. 

The officers thus chosen shall serve until their successors 
have been installed^ The title of the Grand Commander 
is ^^ Right Eminent"; that of Deputy Grand Commander, 
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''Very Eminent"; of the other Grand Officers, "Emi- 
nent." 



ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect. 7. — This Grand Commandery shall assemble in 
October and May of each year, at such time and place as 
the presiding officer shall appoint, — in October, for the 
election of officers and the transaction of the annual busi- 
ness ; and in May, for the exemplification of the work and 
ritual, the transaction of such special business as shall be 
presented, and the consideration of such matters as pertain 
to the general good of the Order. 

Special Assemblies may be held at the pleasure of the 
presiding officer; but no business shall be transacted at a 
Special Meeting save that which was specified in the original 
notice. 

PREROGATIVES AND DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

Sect. 8. — The Grand Commander shall have a watchful 
supervision over all the subordinate Commanderies, and see 
that all the constitutional enactments, rules, and edicts of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, and of this Grand 
Commandery, are duly and promptly obeyed. 

The Grand Commander and Deputy Grand Commander,, 
at their pleasure, visit and preside in any subordinate Com- 
mandery, and give such instruction and direction in the work 
and ritual as the good of the Order may require; always 
conforming to the ancient landmarks and this Grand Consti- 
tution. The Deputy Grand Commander, in the event of the 
death, .removal, or physical incompetency of his superior, 
shall act as the Grand Commander. 
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It is the duty of the Grand Commander^ in person or by 
one of his Council, to visit and examine every subordinate 
Commandery under Dispensation once in three months, and 
every chartered Commandery annually, and cause a report 
of the same to be made at the Annual Assembly of this 
Grand Commandery. 

It is the duty of the Grand Treasurer to report to the 
Grand Commander or presiding officer, whenever and as often 
as there shall be a surplus of one hundred dollars in the trea- 
sury, not subject to any appropriation already made ; and to 
invest the same by and with the advice of the first two 
officers. 

It is the duty of the Grand Kecorder, annually, to com- 
municate to the Grand Recorders of all State Grand Com- 
manderies, and to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America, a list of all 
the Grand Officers of this Grand Commandery, and all such 
other matters as the Right Eminent Grand Commander shall 
deem to be for the general good of the Order, or useful for 
their information. 

The other duties of the above officers, and the duties of 
the other officers, are such as are traditionally appropriate to 
their offices, and such as may be required of them by this 
Grand Commandery and the Grand Commander. 

NEW GOMMANDEBIES. 

Sect. 9. — Dispensations for forming and opening new 
Commanderies, upon the petition of not less than 'nine 
Knights Templars residing within the jurisdiction, may be 
issued by the Grand Commander during recess of the 
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Grand Commandery onlj, •^ Dispensations so issued to be 
of force only until the succeeding Stated Assembly of this 
Body 9 unless continued by vote thereof ; provided y however f 
that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent of 
the Commandery nearest to the place whete the new one is 
to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is more than 
one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 

■ 

Charters shall be granted by yote of the Grand CQmn[iaDd- 
ery alone, and at a Stated Assembly. 

A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without a 
Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be deemed 
illegal ; and all communication between Commanderies under 
this jurisdiction, and the members of such illegal ones, is 
hereby strictly forbidden. 

FEES FOB DISPENSATIONS AND CHAKTERS. 

Sect. 10. r-* The fees for a Dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Becorder; and, for a Charter, sizty dollars to tJaie Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder; 
and, for a Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Eecorder. In no case shall a Dispensation or 
Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have be^o. paid 
to the Grand Treasurer. 

aKAND FUND. 

SfeOT. 11. — One-tenth of the unincumbered fiioda of this 
Body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one- 
tenth of its present and future income, shall be set apart^ and 
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shall form a ^ Grand Fund " ; the interest only of which shall 
be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at the discre- 
tion of this Grand Body : provided^ however ^ that no por- 
tion of the interest shall be expended for any purpose 
whatever, until the principal shall amount to five thousand 
dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, and all dona- 
tions to the same, shall be imnaally added to the principal. 
Until this fund shall amount to fire thousand dollars, it shall 
not be in knightly faith to diminish the rate of increase as 
provided above* 
The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
' Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled ''The Grand 
Fund Committee," whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of thb fund. They shall also 
make a detaUed report^ in writing, of its condition at each 
and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure so to do 
shall render them ineligiUe to re-election for the ensuing 
year. 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 

November 18, 1870. 

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY of the Grand Commandert 
OF Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island was held at the 
Masonic Hall, in East Boston, on Friday evening, Novem- 
ber 18, 1870, at seven and one half o^clock. 

Grand Officers Present. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun .... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles E. Powers Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir E. H. Brain ard, acting .... Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir Daniel E. Chase, acting Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Charles H. White, a/iting . . . Grand Captain of the Guard. 

E. Sir Eben F. Gay Grand Sentinel. 

Formed in due array and opened the Grand Commandery 
in form. 

The R. E. Grand Commander administered the official 
obligation to Sir Staffi)rd W. Razee, and duly installed him 
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into ofBce as Grand Warder, and proclamation thereof was 
made by the E. Grand Senior Warden. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced that the partic- 
ular business before this special assembly would be to con- 
stitute William Parkman Commandery, and install its 
officers. 

The Grand Officers were then escorted into'the Asylum 
of William Parkman Commandery, and received by the Sir 
Knights, formed in due array, with all the honors due on 
the occasion. 

The R. E. Grand Commander at once took command, and 
proceeded to form and open William Parkman Commandery 
of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders in due and 
ancient form, and proclamation thereof was made by the 
E. Grand Warder. 

E. Sir William Parkman, Grand Treasurer of this Grand 
Commandery, and in honor of whom the new Commandery 
was named, in a brief, but well chosen speech, presented to 
that body an elegant set of Jewels, contained in a morocco 
case, with the hope that they might always wear them with 
honor to themselves, and thus assist to beautify and adorn 
these noble orders. 

Sir Seth C. Ames, Commander elect, responded in a mod- 
est and unassuming manner; and accepted the gift in 
behalf of the Commandery, with many thanks for it and the 
generosity which prompted it. 

The official obligation was administered by the R.E. Grand 
Commander, who, with the assistance of E. Sir Nicholas Van 
Slyck, acting as V. E. Deputy Grand Commander, installed 
Sir Seth C. Ames, Eminent Commander, together with the 
other officers, into their respective offices. 

The usual proclamation was made by E. Sir S. W. Razee, 
Grand Warder. 

The R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander, then 
delivered the following 
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ADDRESS. 

Sir Knights of William Parkman Commandery : 

The Grand Commandery has come here to-day and has con- 
stituted you into a regular Commandery of Knights Templars, 
with all the powers belonging to such bodies. I might say the 
Grand Commandery has come here to start her youngest daugh- 
ter in her house keeping. The daughter is young and fair. She 
is starting in her career of usefulness and of weighty responsi- 
bilities, full of courage and hope. She understands her duties, 
and is determined to perform - them. By and by the old folks 
will visit their daughter again and they will find that every 
thing has got into its place. Her countenance will be 
radiant with joy as she bustles about to show them how happy 
she is. Hear her comments. There never was so nice a place. 
There never was so cozv a house. There never were such excel- 
lent neighbors. There never was such beautiful furniture. 
There never was so happy a woman in all the wide, wide world. 
And all this because she has a home of her own. 

Pitt said of the Englishman's home, " The winds of heaven 
may blow into it. the rain may be driven into it, but the king 
of England cannot enter it." 

" Home, sweet, sweet home, 
Be it ever so humble, there's no place like home." 

Now why is this Commandery established ? It is not because 
these Sir Knights are not welcomed among their brethren in 
Chelsea. There is no warmer hearted, no more generous and 
hospitable body of men in the world, and they are really sorry 
to part with those of you who belong with them. ISTor do your 
brethren across tlie harbor desire to part with those of you who 
belong there. Why then is this Commandery established ? It is 
because these Sir Knights want a home of their own. A liome 
to which they can gather with pride; to which with pride they 
can invite their friends of other Commanderies. A home they 
are determined to erect in wisdom, strength and beauty. 

Now how can this Commandery have such a home ? Simply 
by giving it complete jurisdiction over the whole of East Bos- 
ton. I know somewhat of the men whom we have this day 
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constituted. I have knowu some of them in other places of 
honor and responsibility. They are worthy of the trust. They 
will not betray it. Without this authority their control over 
Templar Masonry is insufficient and insecure. Just when they 
are well advanced in prosperity and are looking with pride upon 
their labors ; when they are congratulating themselves that the 
members of the order in that island ward will compare without 
danger of disparagement with those of any portion of the juris- 
diction of the Grand Commandery, some one who did not dare 
to knock at their door, and to whom it would not have been 
opened if he had knocked, walks into their Asylum. The Sir 
Knights look at him, and then at one another, with looks of 
disappointment and dismay. Some one steps up to the intru- 
der and accosts him. "Are you a Knight Templar?" He 
replies, " Yes, sir! I went away across to the Highlands, or to 
South Boston, or to the city proper, wherever it may be, I knew 
you would n't let me in and so I thought I would get in with- 
out your knowing it." 

Then the Sir Knights talk over the matter among them- 
selves. Is it for this we have scrutinized every applicant with 
such jealous care ? Is it for this that we rejected every stone 
that did not add either wisdom, strength, or beauty to our 
matchless temple ? Did we do all for this, and has our labor 
been all in vain ? Have we indeed no oversight or control over 
the good of the institution in our own island home ? 

Then we hear one who has a merchandizing way of consid- 
ering things say, " All this is very bad, but we have, as you 
know, the right to take them from any part of Boston as well 
as they." The reply to this quickly comes from the rest, " We 
want to enter into no such competition. We will have no 
money changers or sellers of doves in our temple. If any good 
man for good reasons wishes to go elsewhere we will consent, 
but we want to be consulted, and we want none from the High- 
lands nor from South Boston without their consent." 

And when was that consent ever refused where it ought to 
have been granted, or ever refused at all ? See how many of 
you have received the orders in Chelsea, and in every case the 
consent of Boston Commanderies has been obtained. 

It is not in the loss of work that the evil mostly consists. 
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During the first yeax you may have the advantage in that 
respect; after that the balance will swing the other way. The 
great injury'Js the loss of interest your members will exhibit 
the moment your island is invaded by others, and you find you 
have no jurisdiction of your own. 

This picture is not the result of mere reasoning. I have seen 
the"][working of the thing elsewhere, and I know what your 
interests and the good of the order demands. Out of Boston 
every Commandery has its well defined jurisdiction and home. 
East Boston is separated from the rest of the city by the harbor, 
why should n't she be a separate jurisdiction as well as Chelsea 
or Salem ? 

The subject is now before the Grand Commandery, and I 
trust its action will be favorable to your permanent welfare. 
It is not, however, a matter of interest to you alone but to the 
whole fraternity. Masonry has prospered in this jurisdiction. 
The good and true and solid men of the community have knelt 
at its altars, and they continue to knock at its doors seeking 
admission. In my judgment this state of things is due more to 
the local jurisdictions and the responsibilities which the institu- 
tions feel in consequence thereof than to any other cause. 

You have a sufficiently ample jurisdiction. Your expendi- 
tures have been very considerable, but hereafter your burthens 
will be light. You have adopted a name that has become a 
household word in the Masonic bodies of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, and I am sure the two namesakes will be proud 
of each other, and that while you both shall live, your hearts 
and tongues will "join in promoting each other's welfare and 
rejoicing in each other's prosperity." And when the one of you 
which must die, like other weary pilgrims shall have passed on 
the level of time to that " undiscovered country, from whose 
bourne no traveller returns," the other of you which need never 
die while civilization and religion inhabit these beautiful shores, 
will see that his virtues are placed on perpetual record. 

It used to be said that one of the Hermetic philosophers 
invented " a cabalistic magnet, which possessed the extraordi- 
nary property of secretly attracting the auruy or mysterious 
spirit of human efflorescence, out of young men ; and these 
benign and healthful springs of life he" gathered up, and applied 
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by his art to himself, — by inspiration, transudation, or other- 
wise, — so that he concentrated in his own body, waning in age, 
the accumulated rejuvenescence of many young people : the indi- 
vidual owners of which new, fresh life, suffered in proportion 
to the extent in which he preyed vitally upon them." 

Absurd as this may be with reference to the physical world, 
it is not so with reference to the intellectual and moral cravings 
of our nature. Our hearts long for communion with each 
other, they yearn towards each other, and any thing which sup- 
plies the links which may bind them together is most welcome. 
Electricity, with lightning speed, conveys intelligence from 
hemisphere to hemisphere, and makes this great world appear 
small, so readily do we know all that is transpiring in it. 
Masonry is the human heart's telegraph. It conveys intelli- 
gence, confidence, affection, from heart to heart, and makes the 
heart of an entire brotherhood beat with one pulsation. This 
singular, perhaps cabalistic magnet, draws to the brotherhood 
not the young alone, but those of all ages, conditions, and 
ranks in life; all eagerly seek its shrines and worship at its 
altars. This continual tide keeps it youthful and vigorous, its 
magnetic power never ceasing. 

If for a time it seems to falter or waver in its strange and 
benign mission, it is only to recuperate its powers, to concen- 
trate its strength, that it may reassert itself with its added 
energies and accumulated powers. But unlike the magnet of 
Olaus Barrichius, it does not prey vitally upon its votaries. It 
returns to them more than they yield to it. It strews unnum- 
bered blessings in their paths. It teache's them to be "good 
husbands, good parents, good sons, and good neighbors." It 
asks them to "Behold! how pleasant and how good it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ;" that " it is like the pre- 
cious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, 
even Aaron's beard, that went down to the skirts of his gar- 
ment." It tells them that in dividing their time they should 
give " a portion to the service of God and a distressed worthy 
brother;" and that they should keep their hearts and con- 
sciences fitted for " that house not made with hands eternal in 
the heavens." 

It teaches them to keep their passions within due bounds 
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towards all mankind, and "to erect their spiritual building 
agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by the Supreme 
Architect of the universe in the great book of nature and reve- 
lation." 

It tells them that the tenets of their profession are Brotherly 
Love, Relief and^Truth, and that a Mason's cardinal virtues are 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. 

It tells them to walk upon the level, to act upon the plumb, 
and part upon the square. 

" We meet upon the level and we part upon the square ; 
What words of precious wisdom these words Masonic are. 
We meet upon the level though from every station come, 
The monarch from his palace, the poor man from his home ; 
For the one must leave his diadem outside the Mason's door, 
The other finds his true respect upon the checkered floor." 

"It leads the contemplative to view with reverence and 
admiration the glorious works of the creation, and inspires him 
with the most exalted ideas of his Divine Creator." 

It instructs briefly in the orders of architecture, the use of 
the senses, and of the liberal arts and sciences. 

By its emblems, it inculcates gratitude to God and industry 
in our worldly duties. It tells us that justice will overtake the 
wrong doer, and that the All-Seeing Eye is constantly upon us. 
And we must never forget that the scythe of time will soon 
gather us into the land where our fathers have gone before us, 
and where we shall be called upon to account for the deeds done 
in the body. 

It teaches also the' great lesson of fidelity, — ^^fidelity to God, 
our neighbor, and to ourselves. 

But I cannot extend this history of its teachings. You have 
witnessed this evening some of its solemn ceremonies. It 
enriches; it does not impoverish its votaries. You have seen 
enough to satisfy you that its foundations are not upon the 
sand. If they had been it would have fallen. "The rain 
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon 
that house and it fell not for it was founded upon a rock." 

And now. Sir Knights, your destiny is in your own hands. 
Gather together the good material; reject the bad material. 
Build your temple on the rock of true Masonry — not on the 
3 
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sand of expediency. Make for yourselves a Masonic home, 
and then you may welcome with pride my successors and invite 
them with confidence to partake of your Masonic comforts. 

The R. E. Grand Commander released the command to 
Sir Seth C. Ames, Eminent Commander, who in behalf of 
the Knights of his command, expressed their gratification 
with the entire ceremonies and services of the evening, 
and cordially invited the Grand Officers to remain and repair 
with them to the banquet room, to spend an hour socially. 

The Grand Officers returned to the Grand Asylum, and 

the R. E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Command- 

ery closed. 

Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder, 
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Gkand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Boston, November 29, A. D. 1870. 

The Grand Commander having received a petition from 
St. Omer Commandery, which appeared to him a reason- 
able and proper one to be granted, issued thereon the fol- 
lowing Order and Dispensation, which was read by the B. 
Grand Recorder at the Assembly of St. Omer Commandery, 
authorized by the powers therein conferred. 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templars, and Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Office of Grand Commander. 

To all Valiant Knights of the Temple within our Jurisdiction^ SalvaMon : 

Be it known, that I, Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, by virtue of the high 
power and authority in me vested, do liereby authorize. and empower our 
well-beloved and trusty brethren, comprising Saint Omer Commandery, 
located in that part of the city of Boston called South Boston, to meet 
and assemble in Sutton Hall, in the Masonic Temple in the city of Boston, 
on the evening of the twenty-ninth day of November, A. D. 1870, for 
the purpose of having the officers of said Commandery installed with 
greater convenience and splendor, and for such other business as in con- 
sequence thereof may become necessary or proper. 
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Given at the city of Boston, this twenty-eighth day of November 

A. D. 1870, A. O. 752. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Grand Commander. 

The R. E. Grand Commander, Grand OflScers and other 
Knights having assembled, the Grand Asylum was opened 
in form. 

Organization, 

li. E. Sir Benjamin Dban Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Charles W. Moore, a^iting . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir WiNSLOw iMWi'&^^acting Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles E. Powers Grand Senior Wartlen. 

E. Sir Charles Levi Woodbury, acting . Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir William Sutton Grand Standard Bearer. 

Accompanied by E. Sir Silas Alden, Grand Captain General of the 
Grand Commandery of Maine. 

The Grand Officers were waited upon by a deputation of 
Sir Knights from St. Omer Commandery, and escorted to 
the Asylum of that body, where they were received with 
the public honors due the official head and representatives 
of the Grand Commandery. 

This ceremony was witnessed with attention and evident 
gratification by the Ladies of the Sir Knights, who were the 
guests of the Commandery. 

The R. E. Grand Commander assumed command, and pro- 
ceeded to execute the order of business, as detailed in the 
printed programme. 

The official obligation was administered by the Grand 
Prelate, to all the officers as called for, and the E. Com- 
mander was installed into office by the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander. 

The other officers were installed into their respective 
offices,, by the Grand Captain General, Sir Charles A. Stott. 
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The customary proclamation was made by the Grand 
Senior Warden, Sir Charles E. Powers. 

During the ceremonies an interesting and valuable 
address was delivered by Sir Charles Levi Woodbury. 

The Grand Officers repaired to the Grand Asylum, and 
the. Grand Commandery was closed ; they afterwards par- 
ticipated with the Knights and their guests, in the pleas- 
ures and comforts of the evening. 



Attest: 



ALFRED P. CHAPMAN, 

* Orand Recorder. 
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SPECI'AL ASSEMBLY, 

March 31, 1871. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, was held in the City of Boston, on Friday, 
March 31, 1871. 

The Grand Asylum was opened in Masonic Temple, at 
one o'clock, P. M. 

Orand Officers Present. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. George S. Notes, acting . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles E. Powers Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir "William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Henry Chickering Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee Grand Warder. 

E. Sir Z. L. BiCKNELL, acting Grand Captain of the Guard. 

The R. E. Grand Commander stated that this special 
Assembly was called for the purpose of attending the fune- 
ral obsequies of the late Sir Charles Robbins, Past Grand 
Generalissimo of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island. 

The Templar services would be performed at Trinity 
Church, Boston, and the services at the tomb would be 
performed by Winslow Lewis Lodge, of Boston. 

For the purpose of doing escort duty, he had ordered 
out De Molay and St. Omer Commanderies, in both of which 
the deceased was an honored member. 

The R. E. Grand Commander was now waited upon by a 
detachment from De Molay Commandery, and informed 
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that the lines of that body were formed ; and they were 
ready to receive him, with the honors due his rank. 

Accordingly the Grand Officers were escorted to the post 
of honor, and the march was ordered* for Trinity Church. 

At, and in front of the church, the remains were received 
by the Knights uncovered, and with arms reversed, having 
been escorted hither from his late residence, by St Omer 
Commandery. 

A solemn dirge was played while the remains were 
slowly borne down the broad aisle, to the altar ; the coffin 
was profusely laden with flowers, while a magnificent 
cross, of rare and delicate white flowers was placed at its 
foot ; and thus, in the presence of a vast audience, to the 
sound of subdued and delicious music, and amid the odors 
of sweet flowers, were the solemn and interesting funeral 
rites of the order performed by the R. E. Grand Commander, 
and the acting Grand Prelate ; and the E. Grand Recorder 
read the following Tablet : 

IN MEMORIAM. 

Charles Bobbins was bom in Fairfield County, Connecticut, March 
23, 1800, and died in. Boston, Massachusetts, March 27, 1871, aged 71. 
Reqtiiescat in Pace. 

Brother Robbins was raised in St. John's Lodge, Boston, February 5, 
1844; exalted in St. Paul's Royal Arch Chapter, Boston, January 14 1845, 
and Knighted in Boston Encampment, the Defender and Preserver of the 
Faith, Boston, April 21, 1845. ''Thiis it is written:' 

He filled most of the subordinate offices in St. John's Lodge, and pre- 
sided in the East with marked ability. 

He was Charter member of Winslow Lewis Lodge, Honorary member 
of the same, and lavished upon it the ripened affection of his old age. 
He was also Honorary member of What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, of Provi- 
dence, R. I. 

He was also Junior Grand Warden of the Orand Lodge of MassctchtiMtts. 

He was Charter member of DeMolay Encampment ; filled the offices of 
Warder, Junior and Senior Warden, Captain General, and Generalissimo, 
with a zeal never surpassed, (the influence of which is felt to this day,) 
and he devoted to it the love and energy of his manhood. His influence 
will do its work and be sensibly felt there for many years to come. He 
was Honorary member of the same. 
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He was Charter and Honorary member of St. Omer Commandery. He 
was Grand Generalissimo of tlie Grand Encampment of Massachusetts 
and Rhode Islaud, and a member of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States. 

** Thus it is written" of him; and yet he has fallen before the invinci- 
ble pnemy, and has jfrone out of our lines to enter the Celestial Asylum, 
within whose retreat neither death nor sorrow can come. 

Sir Knight Robbins has patiently performed the weary pilgrimage of 
ejirth; he has valiantly fought the great warfare of Lif«i; with faitli and 
humility he has finished his term of penance : he has drank of the bitter 
cup of death, and in the ripeness of years and full of honors, he has laid 
bim down to die. 

But he did so in the bright hope of a blessed immortality, and for this, 
" Nmi nobis de Domine, non nobis, sed tua, nomine^ da gloriamy 

*' Thiis it is writteny 

The ceremonies in the chul-ch being concluded, the 
escort by the two Commanderies was again formed, and 
accompanied the cortege to Dudley street, near the former 
line of Roxbury, and there surrendered the remains to 
Winslow Lewis Lodge. 

The Grand OflScers took leave of the escort, and returned 
to the Masonic Temple, where the Grand Asylum was 
closed. 

Attest : ALFRED P. CHAPMAN, 

(jhrand Recorder, 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY, 

May 12, 1871. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commaiidery of 
Knights Temphirs and the Appendant Orders of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Ishmd was held at Northampton, Mass., on 
Friday, May 12, 1871. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array and 
opened in form, at 8 o'clock, P. M. 

Grand Officers Present. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles E. Poweus, acting^ . . Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Kev. George S. Noyes, acting . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Henry Chickering Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir William Sutton Grand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee Grand Warder. 

E. Sir James M. Pendleton Grand Captain of the Guard. 

E. Sir Eben F. Gay ......... Grand Sentinel. 

The R. E. Grand Commander stated, that this assembly 
was called for the purpose of constituting and consecrating 
Northampton Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders, and installing its officers. 

The Knights, petitioners for the new Commandery, hav- 
ing assembled, and formed in due array, the Grand Officers 
entered officially, the R. B. Grand Commander assumed com- 
mand, and the other Grand Officers repaired to their respec- 
tive posts. 

The R. E. Grand Commander proceeded to fonn and open 
Northampton Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders iji due and ancient form, and proclama- 
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tion thereof was made by the E. Grand Warder; after 
which the Knights of the new Commandery were ordered 
to their posts. 

The official obligation was administered by the acting 
Grand Prelate, and the R ET Grand Commander, assisted by 
the E. Grand Generalissimo, installed Sir David W. Crafts 
Eminent Commander, together with the other officers into 
their respective offices. The usual official proclamation 
was made by the Grand Warder, and the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander delivered the following 

ADDRESS. 

Sir Knights of Northampton Commandery : 

"In May, 1653, certain inhabitants of Springfield, and of 
other plantations, petitioned the General Court for liberty to 
make a settlement at Nonotuck, or Nolwottage as this place 
was then called by the Indians." They asked this, (I use the 
language of their petition) "for the further enlarging of the 
territories of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Com- 
mon Utility of the Common Weal." 

And now, after two hundred and eighteen years, you have 
petitioned for a charter to form here another society of a very 
different organization, but having in view the same end, making 
the same profession, and I trust destined within its sphere to 
accomplish the same result — "the further enlarging of the 
territories of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the Com- 
mon Utility of the Common Weal." 

The petition to the General Court was accompanied by the 
petition in aid of it of three of the principal men of Springfield ; 
and this, your petition comes recommended by Springfield 
Commandery. Let us hope that these coincidences may prove 
happy auguries of your future prosperity, and that this new 
society may be as permanent and lasting, and as beneficial in 
its results as that of the one, the history of whose origin it so 
nearly resembles. 

And why should it not? It has the same Gospel, and the 
same Lord and Master ; and if, as citizens of this famous town, 

you look with pride upon the courage of those who penetrated 

4 
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the wilderness and purchased these lands of the Indians ; you 
may also derive inspiration from the heroism of the Templars 
in their defence of weary pilgrims to the Holy Land, and from 
their constancy in adhering to the innocence of the order in the 
midst of the flames of martyrdom. But I must not lead your 
minds into the paths we are so wont to travel, and occupy 
them with thoughts of those who hundreds of years ago fought 
on the plains of Palestine, in the great battles between the 
Crescent and the Cross. We are here to start into life this new 
Commandery. Our work is of practical, domestic importance, 
and these good friends from Springfield and from Greenfield, 
and elsewhere, are here to see you commence your term of war- 
fare and wish you God speed. 

Two hundred years! How short a time for the wonderful 
work that has been done in it. Then the white man first 
spread his settlements to these noble hills and beautiful valleys ; 
and your wheat to pay your taxes was carried by wagons to 
Hartford, and thence by water to Boston. Now a mighty 
nation stretches across the continent from ocean to ocean, and 
the whole continent is a net- work of railroads. Then you were 
mere colonies, but a political division of the British Empire 
gave to the colonies a separate and independent existence. 

Now you must not think that I am starting into a spread eagle 
oration on the superiority of the Yankee nation and the Yan- 
kee people generally. IVe given good grounds for the suspicion, 
but whatever the infliction, it shall not be one we are so accus- 
tomed to. 

All this progress and prosperity has, been worked out by the 
people, however, in the management of their own affairs, under 
a form of government established by themselves. The experi- 
ment has stood severe tests and proves a success. Other people 
have tried it and failed. 

How is it, that with so many causes of excitement, and passing 
through such severe ordeals, our people, as a whole, with such 
calm reason refer their decisions to the ballot box, and so 
readily abide by the result ? What tie unites us together as a 
whole, notwithstanding our many differences? Why do we 
respect in others, opinions from which we radically differ ? Why 
is this self-government so preeminently a characteristic of our 
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people? Is not this quality mainly a cultivated one? Have 
we not been educated to it in a great measure ? I take it this 
is an admitted fact. 'Now, among the various educational 
agents in this direction, every Sir Knight will recognize as 
primus inter pares the masonic institutions of the country. 

They break down many barriers which the political and 
religious divisions of the people are constantly erecting 
between our citizens, and prevent such separations from doing 
harm. Everywhere else we find that political and religious dif- 
ferences constantly endanger the peace of the State, and even 
the history of our own country is compelled to record the 
persecutiops of Baptists and Quakers, societies esteemed — 
respected by all — and one of them illustrating itself by a most 
remarkable prosperity. Our history also records many contests 
between nearly equally divided political parties, when the 
excitement of the contest ran so high that lookers-on from 
abroad would have had little expectation of peaceful results. 
Yet the storms swept by. At their crises a great people peace- 
fully ascertained the aggregate opinion, or rather the majority 
opinion, by the counting of ballots, and the results were quietly 
acquiesced in. 

On only one occasion has this falling of ballots like manna from 
heaven failed in its mission of peace. Then, a large section of 
the country possessing a peculiar institution of its own, in 
which a large portion of its wealth consisted, and prospering in 
the growth of a staple grown nowhere else on this side of the 
Atlantic, apprehensive that all this, their great wealth, as they 
erroneously considered it was in danger, feared to trust to the 
arbitrament of the ballot, and revolution was the consequence. 

As we now look back upon the past, and contemplate the 
great and wide separation of the two peoples, if I may so speak 
of differences in the habits and thoughts of the two sections for 
the purpose of more clearly making manifest my meaning, we 
can only wonder why the issue of arms was so long delayed. 

The education of the two sections of the country differed 
widely. Though colonized from the same country, they brought 
here, to some extent, the differences between the Cavalier and 
Roundhead. One section from the Puritans, the other disliked 
and despised the descendants of the Puritans. Their occupa- 
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tions differed. One engaged in the easy production of wealth 
from a prolific soil, by the use of slaves ; the other themselves 
doing their own labor — conquering wealth by the varied occu- 
pations of commerce, manufactories and agriculture. 

Notwithstanding these differences, creating many others, and 
permeating every stratum of society, and the irritation of years 
occupied in the discussion of the peculiar institution to which 
I have referred, yet how difficult it was to break down the other 
ties that continued to bind the people of this great country 
together. It is not for me here and now to go into all of these 
ties. I have nothing to do with the history of those contests 
in common, and the united financial prosperity of the past 
which tended to bind them together, but it is right and proper 
that I should call attention to one thing which delayed and 
made it difficult to start the sectional contest to which I have 
referred, and which now that the contest is over, will do much, 
very much, to restore the good will and harmony so essential 
to the real prosperity of the State. 

I shall never forget the visit of Richmond Encampment of 
Knights Templars to Rhode Island and Massachusetts in 1858 ; 
nor the visit of St. Johns and DeMolay Encampment to Rich- 
mond, Virginia, in J859. Nor shall I forget the patriotic 
sentiments expressed on each of these occasions; how all vowed 
everlasting friendship and union. It was at a time when the 
fires of revolution were smouldering, and ready to burst into 
flames. This was felt by many, and it was hoped and believed 
that the masonic ties were not only strong enough, but that 
there were enough of them to hold the country together against 
all attempts at division. The ties between the individuals may 
have been strong enough but there were not enough of them to 
successfully stem the swelling tide. The institution delayed; 
it mourned the catastrophe, it could not prevent. 

It also hailed with joy the return of peace which would per- 
mit again the cordial interchange of masonic courtesy and 
masonic affection. This was particularly manifest at the trien- 
nial assemblage of the Grand Encampment of the United States 
at St. Louis, in 1868. There seemed to be the strongest desire 
of those hailing from each side of the late war to extend cour- 
tesies and favors to those froni the other. The sentiment w^§ 
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of regret that they had not the power to arrest war, and of a 
determination to heal all its wounds and tie with stronger cords 
our fraternal and Knightly bonds that no more national divis- 
ions should ever come. 

And now, even since the notices of this meeting were issued, 
we have heard of an instance of the sincerity of our fraternal 
friendships. Sir Knight Wm. C. Morey, of Hugh DePayens 
Commandery, died a.few days since at a hotel in Charleston, 
South Carolina. His brother Templarg of that city nursed him 
in his last hours, watched his dying breath, tenderly cared for 
his remains, telegraphed to his family ; and when his son went 
to Charleston to receive the body of his father, he was not per- 
mitted to defray a portion of the expense, and not only that but 
his own wants were so fully provided for that he could not even 
defray his own expenses while there. 

Now let us apply another test to our institutions, a test of 
every day's trial. A man seeks admission. One negative can 
reject him, and there is no power to interfere with any individ- 
ual's right to cast that ball. Immediately the candidate is 
weighed in the balances by every member of the Lodge, Chap- 
ter or Encampment. One says to himself, I don't like the candi- 
date's politics (and it is at a time when the candidate is active 
as a politician) ; the inclination is to reject him. But there 
stands the great Masonic principle, which says, no. Masonry 
deals not with politics nor political questions ; the candidate 
has a right to his own opinions, and to express them, and make 
converts to them ; and he cannot ' be rejected for any such 
reason. 

Thus every person is called in every Masonic institution to 
educate himself by solemn acts, up to that standard of liberality 
towards the opinions of his fellow men, essential to the exist- 
ence of democratic institutions. The same thing takes place 
with reference to the candidate's religious sentiments, and thus 
every Mason learns by practical experience the value of religious 
liberty and religious toleration. Each candidate must of course 
be a good citizen, and he cannot be a good citizen unless he 
furthers the "common utility of the common weal." And 
though the Lodge only requires the belief in one omnipotent, 
omniscient and omnipresent God^ the Commandery requires 
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the belief in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is emi- 
nently and essentially a society founded on the Christian relig- 
ion and the practice of the Christian virtues. 

Now there are in Massachusetts twenty thousand affiliated 
Masons, and four thousand Knights Templars. The same 
societies exist all over the country. The members of these 
Masonic families are held together by the indissoluble tie of 
sincere affection ; and the same tie binds the heart of Mason to 
Mason all over the world. It proves to be wonderfully adapted 
to the wants of all God's creatures. It supplies that craving 
for friendship and affection; for trust and confidence, which 
exists in every heart. Who can estimate the effects? who can 
measure the benefits to a country like ours ? of such wide- 
spread societies constantly educating its votaries to the highest 
standard of political and religious toleration, and yet holding 
them together by such strong ties? We who are members of 
it feel its influence. I have endeavored to show some of the 
reasons why it should have that effect. 

Yes, my brethren, you are engaged in a good work, the work 
of your ancestors, though in a somewhat different field of labor? 
or rather you employ different implements of husbandry. You 
have founded a society ''for the further enlarging of the ter- 
ritories of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the com- 
mon utility of the common weal." 

Now the work you have undertaken is, as I have endeavored 
to show, a good work, so far as the nation is concerned. It 
is for the same reasons a benefit to the community in w^iich 
you reside. It is also a benefit to yourselves. You undertake 
it with zeal, and anticipate much pleasure and comfort from 
your meetings. You must not, however, expect that the inaug- 
uration of a society destined to be a permanent and lasting one, 
and its establishment on a firm and solid basis, is to be accom- 
plished without much labor. 

The devotion of all of you to the good of your Commandery 
will be required. Do not permit this Commandery to fall into 
decay, or lead a sickly existence. If you do, your duties will 
become burdensome to you. But on the contrary, if you are 
zealous in the good work; if you study the lectures and acquire 
a knowledge of our ritual, you will never tire of them, and your 
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interest and zeal will continue to increase while your life shall 
last. 

We read that in the early years of this town the people were 
summoned to worship by the blowing of a trumpet, and from 
their well known piety they must have responded to the call 
with alacrity. Wheu hereafter at the summons of your Com- 
mander the guards are drawn up at the sound of the trumpet, 
may you respond with full ranks. And finally, my brethren, 
when the last trump shall sound, may you have so fouglit the 
good fight, that your ranks may even then be unbroken. 

The address was listened to with attention, and the occa- 
sion was made more interesting by the presence of Con- 
necticut Valley Commandery, of Greenfield, and by dele- 
gations from Springfield and Berkshire Commanderies. 

Sir David W. Crafts, E. Commander, in behalf of his com- 
mand, returned the thanks of that body for the courtesy and 
consideration of the Grand Commandery and its Officers, 
and expressed their great gratification at the present con- 
summation of their labors. He also extended the hospital- 
ities of Northampton Commandery, to the Grand Officers 
and all visiting Sir Knights, and invited them to partake of 
a banquet, prepared at the Mansion House, in lionor of the ' 
occasion ; to which place he tendered an escort. 

The Grand Officers returned to the Grand Asylum, and 
the R. E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Command- 
ery closed. 

The Grand Officers were escorted to their quarters, and 
afterwards joined in the feast with pleasure ; the sparkle 
, and wit which concluded the entertainment, will no doubt 
be long remembered with profit. 

Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder. 
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SEMI-ANNUAL ASSEMBLY, 

May 26, 1871. 

The Semi- Annual Assembly of the Grand Commandery 
of Kniglit Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, was held in the Masonic Temple, 
in the City of Boston, on Friday, May 26, 1871. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in due and ancient form, at 
12 o'clock, M. 

Grand Officers Present. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir William S. Shurtleff . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun .... Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles Edward Powers . . . Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Henry Chickering Grand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir William Sutton Grand Standard Bearer. 

E Sir Stafford W. Razee Grand Warder. 

E. Sir James M. Pendleton Grand Captain of the Guard. 

E. Sir Eben F. Gay Grand Sentinel. 



permanent members. 

Sir Abraham Ann is Dame, Sir Charles W. Moore, 

6ir WiNSLow Lewis, Sir William Ellison, 

Sir Thomas A. Doyle, Sir John McClellan 

and others. 



Sir S. S. GiNNODO, 

Sir E. Dana Bancroft, 



PAST commanders. 



Sir Wyzeman Marshall, 
Sir John Burney. 



Prayer was oiSered by the Grand Prelate, E. Sir Eev. 
John W. Dadmun. 



^ 
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The roll of membership was then called, and it was found 
that the Grand Commandery was composed of seventy-seven 
voters present, to wit : 

Officers of the Grand Commandery, - - - 13 

Permanent Members, 9 

Past Commanders, 4 

Eminent Commanders, 24 

Generalissimos, 16 

Captains General, 8 

Proxies, 4 

Total, 77 

PROXIES. 

Sir Edward B. Knight, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir James Hutch- 
inson, Past Grand Master. 

Sir John Caldwell, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir James Salsbury, 
Past Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir George F. Batley, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir Samuel Lewis, 
Past Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir George H. Burnham, for Sir Albert H. Cushman, Generalissimo of 
St. John's Commandery. 

The Grand Recorder then read the following records : 

Proceedings of the Convention of Knights Templars and 
Appendant Orders on the Work and Lectures, hdd Feb^y 
\^th and llth, and May 26thj A. D. 1871, A. 0. 753, trans- 
mitted to the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and 
the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 

A CONVENTION OF KNIGHTS TEMPLARS was held 
-^ in Egyptian Hall, Masonic Temple, in the City of Bos- 
ton, on Thursday, February 16, A. D. 1871, at 10 o'clock, 
A.M. 

The Convention was called to order by R. B. Sir Benja- 
min Dean, Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, who appointed the following officers : 
E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Secretary, Sir Daniel E. Chase, 
5 ' 
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Sir William S. Severance, and Sir Edward L. Freeman, 
Marshals of the Convention ; and placed the West in charge 
of Sir Daniel E. Chase ; Sir William S. Severance and Sir 
Edward L. Freeman, occupying the chairs of the Senior and 
Junior Wardens, respectively. 

The RE. Grand Commander announced that he had 
called this convention, in pursuance of a vote passed at the 
annual assembly of the Grand Commandery, held in Octo- 
ber, 1870 ; the objects of which were fully set forth at that 
time, in a report from a committee on the Ritual, of which 
E. Sir William W. Baker was chairman. 

The second recommendation of that report, reads as fol- 
lows: 

"That a convention of Commanderies or by special delegates, consist- 
ing of three from each Commandery, one of whom shall be the Eminent 
Commander, be held at such time and place, as the Grand Commander 
may designate. 

At the convention, the work and lectures shall be fully rehearsed ; and 
the convention shall definitely decide with a view to make it final and 
binding." 

The R. E. Grand Commander further addressed the con- 
vention as follows : 



ADDEESS. 

Sir Knights of the Convention : 

If you will look at the list of our past Graud Masters, which 
you will find in the printed proceedings, you will see that 
Thomas Smith Webb, William Wilkinson, Henry Fowle, John 
Carlile, John James Loring, Robert Lash, and Edward Asa 
Raymond, the first seven who presided over this Grand Encamp- 
ment, are all deceased, and that the next name on the list is 
that of our venerable brother Abraham Annis Dame, who is 
still with us in vigorous health, at the age of seventy-eight 
years. 

The R. E. Sir John Hews, the ninth of our Grand Masters, 
is deceased, and the tenth is Charles Whitlock Moore, to whom 
^11 of our Masonic Institutions are more indebted for their reaj 
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prosperity and present proud position than to any other single 
person. 

You will also find that the first eight of our Grand General- 
issimos are deceased, and that the very eminent Sirs Gilbert 
Nurse and Charles W. Moore are next in order, and that the 
next two are also deceased ; and that there is no person living 
who held either of the four principal offices in this Grand Body 
earlier than these three living representatives of our past history 
except our venerable brother, Josiah Whitaker, of Providence. 

You will also notice that Sir Henry Fowle was our first Deputy 
Grand Master, which office was created in 1818, and that he 
was Grand Generalissimo from 1805 to 1817, during the entire 
administration of Sir Thomas Smith Webb. He was also the 
Commander of Boston Encampment from 1805 to 1823, during 
a portion of which time Sir Abraham A. Dame was his Junior 
Warden, and learned the lectures and work from him. From 
that time to the present, Sir Knight Dame has been active in 
his attendance upon the meetings of Boston Commandery, and 
has been the teacher of the work and lectures to his numerous 
successors. He has acquired an enviable reputation for the 
accuracy of his memory. 

The others whom I have named were also contemporaries of 
Sir Knight Fowle, and studied in the same school; and of 
these Sir Knight Nurse is second only to Sir Knight Dame in 
the jealous preservation of the ancient ritual in its integrity. 

As the time for the meeting of the convention approached, 
the question occurred to me, how shall these lectures and work 
be preserved ? Then the question arose how shall the lectures 
and work adopted by the convention be preserved ? Shall the 
convention meet, adopt lectures and work and then disperse, 
leaving nothing but the varied and treacherous memories of its 
members for our future guide? And how soon would another 
convention be called to ascertain again the real work, and 
where then would be those to whom we can now appeal with so 
much confidence? For it must be borne in mind that the 
present is not as favorable a time for the accurate preservation 
of Masonic lore by single individuals, however zealously and 
elegantly the work may be done. We must bear in mind that 
during the entire anti-masonic struggle the members of Boston 
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Encampment met weekly at each other's houses, and weekly 
recited the lectures, and that the memory could hardly fail to 
retain what was thus learned. Now we work actively our term 
of office, retire from the field, and give over to our successors 
our cares and labors. 

The more I surveyed the field the more clearly I saw my 
duty. I called upon our venerable Brother Dame, and as your 
Grand Commander requested him to prepare a manuscript copy 
of the lectures for this convention. He replied, " that he never 
had put pen to paper to write a word of the lectures or work, and 
he had always said he would die without having done so." I 
told him that if necessary I should urge my request by all the 
power of my official position, and after all it would be for this 
convention and the Grand Commandery to determine what 
should be done with the manuscript. He of course yielded, 
saying he did it at the requirement of the Grand Commander. 

After the manuscript was prepared, I invited Sir Knights 
Dame, Moore and Nurse, together with Sir Knight Daniel 
Harwood, to meet with me and go over the lectures. This was 
done with the greatest care. Sir Knight Harwood was one of 
those who met weekly to lecture; and thirty-five years ago, 
when thus engaged, he wrote a key to the lectures in an abbrevi- 
ated cypher, unintelligible except to himself. This, he assured 
us, was exactly accurate when it was made, and being produced 
was found to correspond with the manuscript of Sir Knight 
Dame with almost undeviating uniformity, the only instances 
of variation being in unimportant words. 

This manuscript which I now produce, has the entire sanc- 
tion of all the eminent and learned Sir Knights to whom I have 
alluded, as the lectures taught and used in the days of the 
founders of Templar Masonry in this Commonwealth. It is 
impossible that there should be anything more authentic. 

I regret that there was not ample time after I had decided 
upon this course to have submitted these lectures to the V. E. 
Sir Knights Josiah Whitaker, James Hutchinson, and James 
Salsbury, of Rhode Island, the first of these three having been 
also a contemporary of Webb and Fowle, and the others for 
many years venerated as fathers in Masonry; but I had to 
forego that satisfaction. 
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This manuscript is now submitted to you. I suggest (if you 
approve of my doings thus far) that as I read it, question and 
answer, if any member of the convention has any information 
whether in manuscript or not which will be of use to the con- 
vention that he will make it known, and suggest any additions or 
alterations as we go on. I will also say that knowing Spring- 
field Commandery to be possessed of a manuscript since 1825, 
I requested Sir William S. Shurtleff, your D. G. Commander to 
bring it, and he has it here. I have also written to the Very 
Eminent Nicholas Van Slyck, Grand Generalissimo, to ascer- 
tain if there was any manuscript lectures or work in Rhode 
Island, and if so, have it present at this convention. 

Should you adopt a code of lectures and a system of work, 
and have the same preserved in the hands of your Grand Com- 
mander for the time being, to be consulted by the Grand Lec- 
turers that may be appointed, I should recommend that you 
order every other existing manuscript to be delivered into the 
hands of your Commander to be destroyed. The existence of 
a single copy of the lectures and work and the appointment of 
Grand Lecturers will end any reasonable pretence of excuse for 
the preservation of other manuscripts. I consider their exist- 
ence an evil and an injury not only to the institution but to 
their possessors. The possessors of manuscripts will rely upon 
them, and will fail of that complete absorption of them by the 
memory which make them available in every emergency. With- 
out them their committal to memorv is attended with more 
labor, but they are more thoroughly committed ; with them fewer 
Sir Knights learn them, as manuscripts are used privately, and 
fewer sodality meetings are held for the instruction of the 
brethren. I do not know how many manuscripts there are, 
but I advise that you deal with this matter firmly and decidedly. 
I disliked to pi-esent to you written lectures, but in no other 
way could you report your proceedings to the Grand Com- 
mandery, and in no other way could the results of your labors 
be preserved. 

I have ordered refreshments to be prepared foi* you at one 
o'clock this afternoon in the banqueting room, so that you will 
be able to devote your entire day to business. 
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The R. E. Grand Commander also stated, that for conven- 
ience sake, he should designate the manuscript prepared 
by Sir Abraham Annis Dame, manuscript A. A copy as 
used in Providence and elsewhere in Rhode Island, manu- 
script B ; and the other, the Springfield work. 

The following committee on Credentials was appointed ; 
Sir William Ellison, Sir John Eldred and Sir George W. 
Bedlow. And it was 

Voted: that the committee have authority to sit during the session of 
the Convention. 

The committee reported that they had examined the Cre- 
dentials of the Knights present and the several Command- 
eries represented by delegates, as follows : 

( J. H. ALLEN, E. C. 

St. Johm, - N. D. ARNOLD. 

( GEO. H. BURNHAM. 

( WILLIAM 8AYWARD, E. C. 

Boston, i ABRAHAM A. DAME, 

( WILLIAM ELLISON. 

( JOHN N. PIKE, E. C. 
NeiDhuryport, . . , .\ MOSES H. FOWLER, 

( WARREN CURRIER. 

( JOHN ELDRED, E. C. 
WaMngfon, . . . . A HENRY J. HUDSON, 

( GILBERT CHASE. 

( JOHN DEAN, E. C. 
Woreenfer County, . . . -^ HENRY G ODD ARD, 

( H. C. WILLSON. 

^. . . ; , j WILLIAM S. SHURTLEFF, 

^P^^dfieM^ [OCRANDICKERSON. 

( MARLBOROUGH WILLIAMS, E. C. 

De MoUiy, ■{ E. T. WILSON, 

( Rev. JOHN W. DADMUN. 

( EDWARD L. FREEMAN, E. C. 
Holy S&pulchre, .... -^ J. SEWELL READ, 

( A. F. SALISBURY. 

( HOCLTVI HOSFORD, E. C. 

PUqnm, \ GEORGE W. BEDLOW, 

( CHARLES E. A. BARTLETT. 

( DANIEL E. CHASE, E. C. 

Palestine, -^ CHARLES T. GAY, 

( CHARLES M. AVERY, 



OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



39 



Milford, 



Saint Bernard^ 
Calvary, . . . 



Haverhill, 



Old Colony^ .... 



SUttOTly 



Bethany, 



m • 



Winshw Z>eirin, . . . 



Jerumlein, 
Hugh De Payens, 

Saint Omer, . . 



Berkshire, 

Woonsocket, .... 

Connecticut Valley, 
Godfrey De Bouillon, . 

Joseph Warren, . . 
Narragansett, . . 
WHliam Parkman, 



• • 



Bristol, (u. D.) 
Northampton^ (u. d.) 



LEONARD FAIRBANKS, E. C. 
SAMUEL A. FISHER, 
GEORGE E. STACY. 

. -{ not represented. 

( NELSON W. ALDRICH, E. C. 
.^ JOHN P. LUTHER, 
( J. H. SAUNDERS. 

( CARLOS P. MESSER, E. C. 
. ] CHARLES T. CHASE, 
( STEPHEN OSGOOD. 

( ZACHARIAH L. BICKNELL, E. C. 
. ^ W. W. WHITMARSH, 
( SAMUEL B. THAXTER. 

( JOHN A. LEE, E. C. 
. { A. H. W. CARPENTER, 
( WANTON T. DREW. 

D. FRANK ROBINSON, E. C. 
CALEB SAUNDERS, 
JOHN HAIGH. 

WILLIAM SUTTON, E. C. 
GEORGE H. PIERSON, 
DANA Z. SMITH. 

ALBERT L. FESSENDEN, 
JOHN W. KIMBALL. 

JOHN B. NORTON, E. C. 
JEREMIAH D. PARKER, 
GEORGE F. CLAPP. 

CHARLES H. WHITE, E. C. 
JOSEPH WINSOR, 

E. H. BRAIN ARD. 

.-{ HENRY CHICKERING. 

S F. G. JILLSON, E. C. 
• I L- C. TOURTELLOT. 

S WILLIAM S. SEVERENCE, E. C. 
• '( MARVIN S. FELLOWS. 

( ROBERT C. BROWN, E. C. 
. \ CHARLES E. GIFFORD, 
( GEORGE E. HOAR. 

JAMES C. TUCKER, E. C. 
WILLIAM HOBBS, Jr., 
JOHN F. NEWTON. 

C. W. MARSTON. 

SETH C. AMES, E. C. 
ALBERT B. BARRETT, 
WILLIAM J. ELLIS. 

not represented. 

not represented. 
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( Z. L. BICKNELL, E. C. 
.Sr/t/M S/iore, (r. d.) . . ^ WILLIAM HUMPHREY, 

( GEORGE W. FAY. 

On motion of Sir John Eldred, it was 

Voted, That any Sir Knight in good and regular standing, be permit- 
ted to be present, and witness the proceedings of the Convention. 

Voted, That E. Sir Charles W. Moore and E. Sir Winslow Lewis, be 
invited to participate in the business of the Convention. 

Ruled by the E. E. Grand Commander, 

That none but delegates or those specially invited, were entitled to 
offer a motion, or to vote; and that on taking any question, each individ- 
ual was only entitled to one, and must give that vote himself. 

AlsOy That an Eminent Commander could not give a proxy to repre- 
sent him in the Conventiim; consequently, Springfield Commandery was 
only entitled to two votes, and the same would .apply to any other body 
whose commander was absent. 

The R. E. Grand Commander then asked, if it was the 
will of the Convention to proceed with the consideration of 
the lectures, as he had caused them to be prepared ? 

On motion of Sir Henry Chickering, it was voted to pro- 
ceed. 

The R. E. Grand Commander then read the manuscript 
lecture of the order of the Red Cross, designated the "Dame 
Lecture," or A. ; E. Sir Edward L. Freeman, comparing Ms. 
B, and E. Sir William S. ShurtlefF the Springfield work. 

After completing the reading, a careful comparison was 

made of the points of difference, and some amendments 

were made in manuscript A. ; after which it was 

Voted, That manuscript A, as amended, be adopted by the Convention, 
as the lectures on the Order of the Red Cross, and recommended to the 
Grand Commandery for promulgation. 

The convention adjourned to the Banquet Hall for refresh- 
ments, at 2.30 o'clock, P. M. 



AFTERNOON SESSION. 

The convention was called to order by the R. E. Grand 
Commander, at 3.50 o'clock, P. M. 
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The question being raised, it was 

Votedy That the work be reheawed after completing the lectures. 

The]^lecture[|on the Order of the Temple was rehearsed 
in the same manner as that adopted on the Order of the 
Eed Cross. 

Attention was called to the fact that there appeared to 
be an omission in the lecture on the Order of the Temple ; 
and on motion^ by Sir Henry Chickering, it was 

Voted^ That Sir Abraham A. Dame, Sir Edward L. Freeman and Sir 
William S. Shurtleff, be a committee to supply the omission, and report 
on Friday morning the 17th inst. 

Votedj To adopt lecture A, on the Order of the Temple, as rehearsed* 
subject to the report of the above committee; and report the same to the 
Grand Comraandery for promulgation. 

On motion of Sir William S. ShurtleflF, it was 

Voted, That the lectures on the Orders of the Red Cross and Temple, 
be now unanimously adopted by the convention, and recommended to 
the Grand Commandery for promulgation. 

On motion of Sir John Eldred, it was 

Voted, To adjourn until Friday morning, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 



MORNING SESSION. 

Friday, February 17, 1871. 

The convention was called to order by the R. E. Grand 
Commander, in the chair, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

The R. E. Grand Commander rehearsed the lecture on 
the Order of Malta ; Sir E. L. Freeman and Sir W. S. Shurt- 
leff comparing manuscripts, as on previous orders. 

On motion of Sir Henry Chickering, it was 

Voted, That the manuscript copy of the work and lectures on the Order 
of Malta, as rehearsed by R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, and now in his pos- 
session, with the change of word "degree" to "order," wherever it occurs , 
be adopted by the convention, and reported to the Q^rand Commandery 
for p^'omulgation. 

6 
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Sir Abraham A. Dame, in behalf of the committee to 
report an addition to the lecture on the order of the Tem- 
ple, submitted their report, which was adopted, and ordered 
to be incorporated into the lecture on that order. 

On motion of Sir Henry Chickering, it was 

Voted^ That the lectures be referred to a committee who shall from 
them prepare a system of work to be exemplified at an adjourned meet- 
ing of this conyention, for its adoption. 

On motion of Sir William S. ShurtleflF, it was 

Voted^ That the committee shall consist of fifteen, to whom the R. £. 
Grand Commander shall be added, as chairman ex officio. 

The R. E. Grand Commander appointed the following 
committee : 



£. Sir Abraham Annib Dame, 
Sir WiLi^iAM Satward, 
Sir William W. WHiTMABsir, 
Sir CharIiEs M. Avery, . 
Sir Joseph Winsor, . . 
Sir John Dean, .... 
Sir John N. Pike, . . . 
Sir Edward L. Freeman, 
Sir John Eldred, . . . 
Sir F. Q. JiLLSoN, . . . 
Sir James H. Allen, . . 
Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, 
Sir William S. Shurtlefp, 
Sir Henry Chickering, . 
Sir HocLTtf Hospord, . . 



Boston Commandery. 
. Boston Commandery. 

Old Colony Commandery. 

Palestine Commandery. 

St. Omer Commandery. 
. Worcester Co. Commandery. 
. Newburyport Commandery. 

Holy Sepulchre Commandery. 

Washington Commandery. 
. Woonsocket Commandery, 

St. Johns Commandery. 

Calvary Commandery. 
. Springfield Commandery. 

Berkshire Commandery. 
. Pilgrim Commandery. 

On motion of Sir Edward L. Freeman, it was 

Voted, That the convention do now adjourn, to meet at the call of 
the R. E. Grand Commander. 



\ 



< 



Attest : 



ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Secretary, 



ADJOURNED SESSION. 

May 26, 1871. 

The Convention of Knights Templars, adjourned from 
February 17th, was ordered to convene in the MasoniQ 
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Temple, in the city of Boston, on Friday, May 26, A. D. 
1871, at 10 o'clock, A. M. ; and the Knights assembled were 
called to order by the R. E. Benjamin Dean, Grand Com- 
mander. 

The calling of the Roll was suspended by order of the 
R. B. Grand Commander, to await the arrival of trains about 
due. Till then, the Knights were ordered to remain at 
ease. 

At 11 o'clock, A. M., the Knights were again called to 
order. The calling of the roll was completed, and forty- 
four delegates were found to be present. 

TheR. B. Grand Commander, as chairman of the commit- 
tee of fifteen, submitted their report; which treated of 
subjects mainly esoteric, and was therefore placed in the 
private archives of the Grand Commandery. 

He also announced that the committee had requested 
him to invite Calvary Commandery to exhibit the work on 
the order of the Red Cross, as adopted by the Committee ; 
and Boston Commandery, the work on the orders of the 
Temple and Malta. 

On motion of Sir John A. Lee, it was 

Voted,, That the report of the Committee of Fifteen, on the work 
as amended and reported to the Convention, be adopted, and recommended 
to the Grand Commandery for promulgation. 

It was then 

Besoked, That the minutes of the proceedings of this Convention be 
transmitted to the Grand Commandery, as a report of its labors and 
doings. 

On motion of Sir John Eldred, it was 
Votedy That this Convention be now dissolved. 

Attest : ALFRED P. CHAPMAN, Secretary. 



After finishing the reading of the Records of the Con- 
vention, the roll of the Commanderies was called and the 
following were found to be represented: — ' 
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Bt. John's. 
Boston. 
Nbwbubyport. 
Washinoton. 
WoRCBSTKR County. 
Springfield. 
De Molat. 
Holt Sepulchre. 
Pilgrim. 



Palestine. 

MiLFORD. 

St. Bernard. 

Calvary. 

Old Colony. 

Sutton. 

Bethany. 

WiNSLow Lewis. 

Jerusalem. 



Saint Omer. 

Berkshire. 

Godfrey De Bouillon. 

Joseph Warren. 

Narragansett. 

William Parkman. 

Bristol. 

Northampton. 

South Shore. 



The R. E. Grand Commander read the lecture on the 
Order of the Red Cross, as adopted and reported by the 
convention. 

On motion of E. Sir Charles A. Stott, the lecture as read, 
was unanimously adopted, and authorized as that to be pro- 
mulgated by this Grand Commandery. 

The work on the Order of the Red Cross was exempli- 
fied by Calvary Commandery, and in conformity with the 
lectures previously adopted. 

On motion of Sir Marlborough Williams, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Body be given to Calvary Com- 
mandery, for the care and ability manifested in the exemplification of the 
work on the Red Cross. 

The R. E. Grand Commander read the work on the Order 
of the Red Cross, as reported .by the Convention, and not 
included in the lecture. He then put the following ques- 
tion: 

Is it your pleasure that the work on the Order of the Red Cross, as read» 
be adopted as the work authorized by this Grand Commandery ? 

Answered unanimously in the affirmative. 

The R. E. Grand Commander read an address to be used 

by the Prelate, in the Order of the Temple. He then put 

the following question : 

Is it your pleasure to adopt the Prelate's address, as read, to be the 
form, when used, authorized by this Grand Commandery ? 

Answered unanimously in tbe affirmative. 

The R.E. Grand Commander read the lecture on the 
Order of the Temple, recommended by the convention. 



"K 
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After some discussion and slight amendments, the ques- 
tion was taken as follows : 

Is it your pleasure that the lecture on the Order of the Temple, as read 
by the R. E. Grand Commander, be adopted by this Grand Commandery, 
as the lecture on that Order ? 

Answered unanimously in the affirmative. 

The R. B. Grand Commander read the work on the Order 
of the Temple, not provided for by the lecture. He then 
took the question as follows : 

Is it your pleasure that the work on the Order of the Temple, as read, 
be adopted as the work authorized by this Grand Commandery ? 

Answered unanimously in the affirmative. 

The Records and By-Laws of South Shore and Bristol 
Commanderies, working under Dispensation, were present- 
ed for approval, and referred to the following committee : 

Sir Henry Chickering, Sir John Dean and Sir John A. 
Lee, who subsequently reported as follows : 

Grand Commandert op Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 

Boston, Mass., May 26, 1871. 
To the B. E. Orand Commander^ Officers and Sir Knights : 

The Committee to whom was referred the Records, Code of By-Laws, 
and request for a Charter of the Siir Knights of Mansfield and vicinity, 
(who have been working under Dispensation), to be known as "Bristol 
Commandery" of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders, have 
attended to the duty assigned them, and respectfully report : 

That they find the Records full, neat and accurate, with a marginal ref- 
erence and synopsis of business, in short, a model record. They indicate 
a prosperous condition as well as show a good amount of work done. 
We respectfully recommend that a charter be granted them. 

The committee recommend the following changes in the Code of By- 
Laws presented, viz: 

That wherever the words " Conclave " and " Meeting " occur, they be 
stricken out, and "Assembly" inserted. 

That an additional section be inserted, as Section 2d, under Article I, 
defining of whom the Commandery shall consist, and enumerating the 
Officers; and the other sections numbered to correspond. 

That in Sec. 2, of Art. II, in the third line, after the word By-Laws, 
there be inserted the words '*within six months," and that at the end of 
the section there be added the following, "Provided, that if any Sir 
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Knight 80 knighted, shall neglect to sign the By-Laws within the time 
above prescribed, he shall be subject to ballot the same as one knighted 
in another Commandery. 

That in Art. Ill, Sec. 2, after the word **present " in fourth line from 
the end, be inserted the words **after due trial." 

That in Art. IV, Sec. 1, the words "and decide*' in the sixth and seventh 
lines be stricken out, and the words "and if the case demands, report to 
the Commandery" be inserted. 

That in Art. VI, Sec 2, second line from the bottom, the words "a major- 
ity" be stricken out, and the words "two-thirds" inserted. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

HENRY CHICKERING, ) 

JOHN DEAN, y Committee. 

JOHN A. LEE, ) 

On motion the report was adopted. 



Grand Commandert of Mabsachusbttb akd Rhode Island, 

Boston, May 26, 1871. 

To the Eight Mninent Grand Commandery Officers and Sir Knights : 

The Committee to whom was referred the Records, a Code of By-Law^, 
and the request of the Sir Knights of Weymouth and vicinity, (who have 
been working under Dispensation), that a Charter be granted them for a 
Commandery, by the name of South Shore Commandery, have attended 
to the duty assigned them, and report : 

That they find the Records brief, but neat, and generally correct, requir- 
ing only such corrections as have been suggested to the Commander, and 
will be readily made. The records show a fair amount of work done, 
indicate prosperity, and the number and character of the applicants fully 
justify their request. We recommend that a Charter be granted them. 

We would recommend that the By-Laws be altered in the following 
particulars, viz : 

In Art. Ill, Sec. 2, that there be added after the word "obtained,*' in the 
fifth line, the words, "and the Committee to whom the application was 
referred having first reported." 

In Art. IV. Sec. 1, add after the words "By-Laws," "within six months, 
after which time they shall be subject to ballot, as those knighted in other 
Commanderies." 

Your Committee would also suggest that they think the recital of the 
duties of many of the officers in the By-Laws is unnecessary, and for cer- 
tain reasons undesirable, and would prefer to see them stricken out 

Respectfully Submitted, 



HENRY CHICKERING, ) 

JOHN DEAN, [ OommiUee. 

JOHN A. LEE, ) 
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On motion, the report was adopted. It was 

Voted, That on motion of Sir Henry Chickering, the Dispensations in 
both cases be continued, until such time as Charters shall be granted. 

The R. E. Grand Commander reported that he had grant- 
ed Dispensations to Natick Commandery, at Natick, Mass., 
and to Trinity Commandery at Hudson, Mass., and it was 

Voted, That both Dispensations be confirmed and continued. 

The Committee on the Annual address of the R. E. Grand 
Commander, submitted the following report : 

In Grand Commandbrt, 

Boston, May 26, 1871. 

Your Committee appointed at the last Annual Assembly, to take into 
consideration the address of the Grand Commander, have attended to 
that duty and beg leave to report : 

That they have carefully examined the very able address of the Grand 
Commander, and commend it to the consideration of all the members of 
this grand body ; more particularly the subject of public parades. Your 
committee fully concur in the opinion therein expressed, and submit the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That no subordinate Commandery within the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, has any 
right to appear on public parade in Templar costume, without first obtain- 
ing a Dispensation from the Grand Commander, except to attend Masonic 

funerals. 

JOHN W. DADMUN, 

Foi* the Committee. 

On motion, the report was adopted. 

On motion of E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, it was 

Voted, That the first four officers are authorized to attend and repre- 
sent this Grand Commandery in the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, at its next triennial assembly, to be held in the City of Baltimore, 
with power to send proxies. 

Sir William Ellison offered the following resolution. 

B69oked, That the R. E. Grand Commander is hereby authorized to issue 
an order, requiring within six months from its issue, every Sir Knight 
within this jurisdiction, to deliver to him every manuscript in his posses- 
sion, purporting to contain the work or lectures, or any part thereof, a3 
heretofore or now used within this jurisdiction. 
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On motion of E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, it was 

Votedy That the resolution be laid on the table until the Annual Assem- 
bly. 

The R. E. Grand Commander delivered the following 

ADDEESS. 

Sir Knights of the Orand Commandery : 

On the evening of Wednesday, the 2d of November, accom- 
panied by E. Sir Charles A. Stott as Grand Generalissimo, 
E. D. McB. Thaxter as Grand Captain General, E. Sir E. H. 
Brainard as Grand Prelate, E. Charles E. Powers the Grand 
Senior Warden, E. Sir Horace Daniels as Grand Junior War- 
den, the G. Treasurer E. Sir William Parkman, the Grand 
Recorder E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman and the Grand Sword 
Bearer E. Sir William Sutton, I visited Palestine Command- 
ery and installed its oflScers. 

The ceremonies took place in Granite Hall, which with its 
adjacent compartments is well adapted to the purpose. 

The Grand Officers and Council of Palestine Commandery 
occupied a raised dais at one end of the capacious hall. In the 
broad gallery at the other end was a band of music, and many 
ladies. On the left hand were two hundred Templars in full 
costume ; and on the outside — on either hand, but more on the 
right than on the left — were arrayed in resplendent bravery, the 
beauty and fashion of Chelsea and vicinity, calling to mind 
the tournaments of our ancient brethren, where the Queen of 
Beauty crowned the victorious. 

Our ceremonies were not lost on unappreciative minds and 
stolid hearts. After them came a luxurious banquet, presided 
over by Eminent Sir Tracy P. Cheever, at which eloquence, 
wit and poetry encouraged digestion. Eminent Sir Horace 
Daniels, who had come from the southern confines of our 
jurisdiction, was peculiarly happy in his remarks, and the hall 
resounded with hearty responses to the appropriate hits of Sir 
Kt. B. P. Shilliber. Then came terpsichorean pleasures, a 
fit prelude to restoring sleep. 

On the 7th of November, with E. Sirs Duncan McB. Thax- 
ter, M. D., and Charles H. White, of Saint Omer Comman- 
dery, and Edwin A. Wapljiigh, of Boston Commandery, I 
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yisited Joseph Warren Commaudery. The work was Bed Cross, 
and well done. This young body of Templars has been very 
successful. There were fifty-five signatures to the by-laws, and 
thirty-seven were in line in full costume. Where is the Com- 
mandery which can exhibit better than that. I made this visit 
without previous notice. 

On Friday, the 18th of November, I constituted William 
Parkman Commandery, located by its charter in that part of 
Boston called East Boston, and installed its officers in ample 
form. Who were present and what was said by your represen- 
tative on that occasion, are on the records of the Recorder, and 
I will not encumber this record with their repetition. 

You will, however, be gratified to learn that this part of your 
jurisdiction — so far as the constitutions place it there — is in 
safe hands. You need to have no fear of reproach to the insti- 
tution from this quarter, if you give them the control of it. If 
you do not, you cannot hold them responsible for it. 

The occasion was memorable by the presentation to the 
Commandery of an elegant and complete set of Jewels. The 
present was from the god-father of the Commandery, — your 
Eminent Grand Treasurer, Sir Knight William Parkman. It 
was presented in that felicitous manner in which he does every- 
thing. 

Years hence, when time shall have drawn its misty veil over 
the memory of all those whose ambition has only led them to 
seek to do good to their fellowmen, — avoiding and shunning 
the glittering positions in war and State — some one will ask, 
who was William Parkman? The answer will be: "He was 
one of those merchants of the Puritan metropolis of New Eng- 
land of which that famed city has always been proud. His 
social qualities created in him an attachment to the institution 
of Freemasonry in one of its palmiest epochs. He loved it be- 
cause of its means of doing good to his fellowmen ; and the 
adoption of his name by a Commandery of Knights Templars, 
was a tribute to his worth by those who knew him best.^' 

On the 25th of November, an application was made by Saint 
Omer Commaudery for authority to have its officers installed iu 

r ■ 
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Sutton Hall, in the Masonic Temple, in Boston. I gave the 
dispensation, and on the evening of the 29th of the same month 
installed the officers, in the presence of a goodly number of 
ladies and Sir Knights. With me were Past Grand Masters 
Charles W. Moore and Winslow Lewis, and Silas Alden, 
Grand Captain General of the Grand Commandery of Maine, 
V. E. Charles A. Stott, Grand Generalissimo, Charles Levi 
Woodbury as Grand Captain General ; also, the Grand Prelate, 
(jrand Treasurer. Senior Grand Warden, Grand Recorder and 
Grand Standard Bearer. 

Sir Knight Woodbury, in response to my request, delivered a 
very interesting and valuable address, consisting principally of 
an excellent epitome of the history of the Knights Templars, 
and the institutions derived from and copying from them. 

The occasion was a success. It was brilliant and interesting, 
and followed by a banquet fit to hold fellowship with it. 

In the afternoon of the 23d of March, having with me E. Sirs 
Chas. E. Powers Senior Grand Warden, and Alfred F. Chap- 
man, Grand Eecorder,and Marlborough Williams, Eminent 
Commander of DeMolay Commandery, I visited South Shore 
Commandery. It was a gratifying visit. A goodly number 
were present in full costume. The order of the Temple was 
conferred on three candidates. One of them was the venerable 
brother Royal Whitin, of Hingham, a Mason long before the 
anti-Masonic struggle,. — the oldest Mason — the youngest Tem- 
plar. He had performed his full, long years of pilgrimage — his 
full, long years of warfare with the lying vanities of the profane 
— and not till the seventy-ninth year of his life was he admitted 
to the honors and rewards of the valiant Templars. He had 
drank deep at the fountains of Masonic friendship and trust in 
his youth ; he had been faithful and true against all the assaults 
of its enemies; and now, as a last and crowning wreath, when 
the institution of his youth and his heart had not only re- 
asserted itself, but had far outstripped its former influence and 
importance, a body of these noble orders of Knighthood — the 
highest Masonic degrees of the rite — established near his own 
home, had, as a reward of his courage and constancy, invited 
him to partake of their fare, wear the clothing of the order, and, 
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with his brother Templars, oflPer up his prayers and medita- 
tions. 

Having called a meeting of a committee of the convention to 
meet in Ehode Island, on the first day of April, I invited them 
to accompany me on my official visit to Holy Sepulchre Cora- 
mandery, on the evening of the 31st of March. 

It was a memorable occasion. The capacious hall was full. 
The ranks also, were well filled with Sir Knights in full cos- 
tume. And with me as visiting Sir Knights, were your Deputy 
Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Captain Gen- 
eral, Junior Grand Warden, Grand Recorder and Grand Sword 
Bearer. Past Grand Commander Abraham A. Dame, 
E. Sir William Sayward, . Com. of Boston Commandery. 
E. Sir William W. Whitmarsh, P. Com. of Old Colony " 
E. Sir John Dean, ... . Com. Worcester Co. " 
E. Sir John N. Pike, . . . Com. of Newburyport " 
E. Sir John Eldred, . . . Com. of Washington " 
E. Sir James H. Allen, . . Com. of Saint Johns " 
E. Sir !N"elson W. Aldrich, . Com. of Calvary " 

E. Sir HocuM Hosford, . . Com. of Pilgrim " 

E. Sir James C. Tucker, . . Com. of Joseph Warren " 

The Commandery is in a flourishing condition, which it 
could not be otherwise, under the energetic administration of 
Eminent Sir Knight Freeman. You will not be surprised after 
the array of names which I have given, to learn that, though 
the banquet was excellent in all its appointments, its chief attrac- 
tion was " the feast of reason and the flow of soul." 

On the 12th of May, I constituted Northampton Comman- 
dery. The proceedings of the special assembly for this purpose, 
will appear in the Recorder's minutes. 

The members of the new Commandery gave snch evidences 
of devotion and courage, that they cannot but succeed in their 
undertaking. They have fine apartments, and a sufficient field 
to labor in. But above all, they are themselves true Knights, — 
worthy of the cause. Connecticut Valley Commandery was 
there with full ranks and a band of music, to encourage with 
knightly courtesy, their new and near neighbor. 
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I have issued two dispensations, one on the 8th of April last 
to thirty-three petitioners, to be called Trinity Commandery, 
and to be located in the town of Hudson. Of this body Fred- 
erick J. Foss is the Eminent Comraander, Nathan S. Cham- 
BERLiN" is Generalissimo, William E. C. Worcester is Captain 
General. The other was to fourteen petitioners, by the name 
of Natick Commandery, to be located in the town of that name. 
Of this body James Henry Parker is Eminent Commander, 
William Hillman Wright is Generalissimo, Charles Aaron 
Davis is Captain General. 

Lyceum Hall, in which the Masonic bodies of South Boston 
assembled, being about to be torn down and rebuilt by the 
South Boston Savings Bank, I gave a dispensation to Saint 
Omer Commandery, to meet in this the Masonic Temple, until 
the new apartments shall be completed. 

The result of my negotiations with the Grand Commandery 
of Connecticut, for an extension of the jurisdiction of Narra- 
gansett Commandery, over a portion of Connecticut, in the 
immediate vicinity of Westerly, in response to similar courtesies 
from the Grand Chapter and Grand Lodge of Rhode Island, is a 
communication, which, though not what I anticipated, will, I 
trust, answer the same purpose. 

One valuable result o*f our gatherings, and of our visit from 
one institution to another, is the cultivation of a high sense of 
honor, in the dealings between the various Masonic bodies. I 
therefore entertain no doubt that N'arragansett Commandery 
will be treated with that courtesy, which the Rhode Island 
Lodge and Chapter Masons have extended to their brethren of 
Connecticut, 

The following is the communication I have received : 

Grand Commandery op Knights Tbmplars and Appendant Order« 

OF THE State op Connecticut. 

Office of the Grand Recorder, 
Norwich, Conn., May 11, 1871. 

Benj. Dean, B. E. Grand Commander of Knights Templars of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island: — 

Dear Brother, — At the late session of our Grand Commandery, the fol- 
lowing resolution was passed, in reference to matters connected with the 



OF 3^ASSACflUSEl?TS Al^D RHOl)B ISLANl). 63 

intercourse of Palestine Commandery in our jurisdiction, and Narragan- 
sett Commandery in yours : 

''Resolved^ That Palestine Commandery have permission from this Grand 
Commandery, to allow Masons residing in the jurisdiction of said Pales- 
tine Commandery, to receive the orders of Knighthood in Narragansett 
Commandery, under the jurisdiction of the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island.'* 

Yours in Knightly bonds, 

JOHN W. STEDMAN, 

Ghand Recorder. 
I also issued the following orders : 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant 
Orders op Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Grand Commander's Office, 
March 28, A. L. 5871, A. O. 753. 

The Eminent Sir Charles Robbins, Past Grand Generalissimo of this 
Grand Commandery, finished his earthly pilgrimage at his residence, in 
Boston, on Monday, the 27th inst. He had been Worshipful Master of 
St. John's Lodge, and was an Honorary Member of Winslow Lewis Lodge. 
For years he was, as Senior Warden, the Chief Executive Officer of De 
Molay Commandery, and was an Honorary Member thereof, and was also 
an Honorary Member of Saint Omer Commandery, and Past Junior Grand 
Warden of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

It is hereby ordered, that the Grand Officers, in full costume, and with 
jewels and swords draped in mourning, attend the funeral obsequies on 
Friday next, at 1 o'clock in the afternoon, at Trinity Church, Summer St. 
Boston. 

It is also ordered, that this order be read at the head of each Command- 
ery at the next Regular Meeting thereof. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Ghrand Commander, 
Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder. 

Grand Commandery op Knights Templars and Appendant 
Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Grand Commander's Office, 

Boston, May 10, 1871. 

The Eminent Josiah Whitaker, who was Grand Captain General of this 
Grand Encampment from 1825 to 1828, and Deputy Grand Master in 1829, 
1830, is no more among the living. His pilgrimage here is ended, and he 
has left us for the Heavenly Asylum. He was the oldest surviving Grand 
Officer, and will be remembered with respect and affection by all who 
knew him. 
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It is ordered, that the Grand Officers attend the funeral services on 
Thursday, the 11th inst, at 11 o'clock, A. M., and that the swords and 
jewels of the Grand Officers be draped in mourning. 

It is also ordered, that this order be read at the head of each Com. 

mandery at its next meeting, and entered upon the Records of each Com- 

mandery. 

BENJAMIM DEAN, 

Grand Commander. 
Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder. 

On the twenty-seventh of March last, the very Eminent Charles 
Robbins, Past Grand Generalissimo of this Grand Command- 
ery died. His devotion to Masonry in all its branches was 
great; but it was mainly useful to DeMolayEncampment for 
many years, when Templarism had not acquired so strong a 
hold as it now has. As the Senior Warden of that body, a post 
he filled with rare ability, he did more than any other single 
member for many years to keep up the attendance and zeal of 
its members. Always present, always hopeful, he was the life 
of every assembly. It was during this active portion of his 
Masonic career, that the speaker was knighted in that histori- 
cal body of Templars. The result was a warm friendship 
between us, which lasted until his death. 

The friendship of such a man, cemented by the ties of Tem- 
plar knighthood, so sincere, so constant, so abiding, adds to 
one's happiness while he lives, and leaves pleasant memories 
after he has gone. 

I called upon him a few days before his death. He seized my 
hand with the cordial Masonic grip of his brightest days, and 
said, "How is our Grand Master?" and then recalling the past, 
he said, "our hands have met many times in this way, we have 
had many good times together ; and I hope we shall meet here- 
after and have many more good times together." 

When Saint Omer Commandery received its dispensation, he 
became connected with it, was its first Senior Warden, and 
rendered valuable assistance in inaugurating that excellent body 
of Templars in the section of the city in which he resided. 

I will not narrate his Masonic life. It is well told in the 
Memorial page, written at my request, by his friend the Emi- 
nent Sir Clement A. Walker, M. D., which was read as a part 
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of the Templar funeral seryices, in Trinity Church, and which 
will be printed with our published minutes. 

He was for nearly forty years keeper of the House of Correc- 
tion for Suffolk County, and was at his death, the oldest city 
and county oflBcial. His duties in the position to which I have 
referred, were discharged with an ability which made his insti- 
tution the model one of the Commonwealth. 

A person long connected with him in these official duties, 
told me that the great secret of his success was, that while a 
strict disciplinarian, he was eminently just and impartial in his 
administration, earning the respect as well as commanding the 
obedience of those committed to his charge. 

He desired that De Molay and Saint Omer Encampments, 
and Winslow Lewis Lodge should attend his funeral. I accord- 
ingly ordered said Commauderies to attend, which they did 
with such full ranks, as to show a desire to testify their appre- 
ciation of his worth. 

The Templar services were read at the church, in the presence 
not only of his Masonic friends, but in the preseiice of a large 
assembly of the present and past city officials. 

The mortal remains of but few men have been carried to their 
final resting place, with more of the grandeur of mourning. 
With banners and music, and waving plumes, drt- ssed in velvet 
and gold, his fellow Templars escorted him to his final resting 
place. Though in testimony of their present loss, the strains 
of music were solemn, the whole was a triumphal procession. 
A pilgrim warrior had fully performed his years of warfare ; had 
fully performed his year of penance; had shut his eyes upon 
this world with the confident hope of renewing in another, 
those friendships which his Masonic connections had created. 
And now, his fellow warriors bear all that is left to their care 
with the triumph of a real victory, to their final home. 

We have also to record the decease of our venerable brother 
the Eminent Josiah Whi taker, of Providence. He was Grand 
Captain General from 1825 to 1828, and Deputy Grand Master 
in 1829 and 1830. He was also the Eminent Commander of 
Saint John's Encampmejit in 1830. 

As the years roll by, the number of stars opposite the names 
of our grand officers, increase in number. They remind us 
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how transient is our earthly pilgrimage. They also remind us 
of the never dyiug principles on which our institution is founded. 

Men die, Christianity lives and supports our institution. Our 
institution lives and supports Christianity. They both support 
the christian knight. They teach him that this life is but a 
weary pilgrimage, to fit him for the peaceful abodes of the blest 

Our Eminent brother lived to the age of fourscore and two 
years. Yet he left the institution of his heart, with its bauner 
"full, high advanced" and in the vigor of its youth. 

He had also fully performed his work. His pleasant and 
cheerful smile still lingers in our memories ; those of us who 
knew him, will soon be ourselves unknown. Our last sad duty 
is to place his virtues on perpetual record. 

Although the Orders of Knighthood are apparently more pop- 
ular than ever before; the number of our Commanderies is rap- 
idly increasing ; although our assemblies are fully attended, and 
a deep interest is apparent in the work and lectures, resulting 
in the realization of that which has long been ardently wished 
for by many of the most zealous of our brethren, uniformity 
in work and lectures throughout our jurisdiction ; although in 
all that relates to the pomp, and apparent grandeur of the 
order, we appear to be marching onward, in a successful and 
victorious career ; although all these things are true, we must 
not rest satisfied with them. All these things bring present 
pleasure and happiness. But that is not enough. We must 
secure the fruits of our prosperity. We have a duty to our suc- 
cessors as well as to ourselves. We shall leave behind us a poor 
record, if it be that we basked in the sunshine of prosperity, 
and left no permanent monument of our prosperity. The pru- 
dent husbandman is not content with sowing the seed and grow- 
ing the crop ; he also gathers in the harvest. The good general 
not only wins the victory, but secures the benefits thereof. Are 
we imitating this prudence ? 

At our last annual assembly, the dues to the Grand Com- 
mandery were reduced from five dollars to three dollars for each 
candidate knighted. This is a step backward. It is a step 
which strikes not only at the prosperity and dignity of the 
Grand Commandery, but at the dignity and prosperity of every 
subordinate Commandery. 
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All the funds of the Grand body are the fttnds of the subor- 
dinate bodies. This is a representative body, composed of all 
the subordinates. It is the consolidation of all the subordi- 
nate todies. Its funds are their funds. Its prosperity is their 
prosperity. There is no possible argument in favor of the reduc- 
tion at this time. The Commanderies were never more prosper- 
ous, never more able to pay than at the present time. Now is 
the time to maki^ this grand body independent of the accidents 
of time and fortune, and its independence is the independence 
and safety of the entire fraternity. 

Practically, the subordinate bodies cannot and will not accu- 
mulate funds. There are so many tejnptations to expend their 
income, that with rare exceptions, the year's end sees them no 
better off, pecuniarily, than they were at its beginning. If they 
receive much, they expend much; if they receive little, they do 
with that little. Whatever goes to the Grand Treasury, really 
makes no diflference whatever to them. Besides, at this time, 
candidates pay more than formerly, and the income is paid 
by the candidates, and does not come out of any other funds 
of the Commanderies. 

The Grand Commandery must be supported by some means. 
When can you better raise the funds for the purpose than now, 
in your greatest prosperity. Restore the old dues and in a short 
time longer, all will be well. 

The minority report of the committee which prevailed, con- 
tained this clause, "your committee are of opinion, that after a 
grand body has accumulated a sum, the income of which is 
sufficient to defray all needed expenses, in case their receipts 
from candidates should be cut off, there is no longer a necessity 
for maintaining high dues; and such is the condition of this 
body at the present time." 

Now on looking at the report of the auditing committee, it 
appears that the income apart from candidates for the past year, 
ending October 28, 1870, was $778,00 ; and the expenses were 
$2,119,18. The item of printing that year was quite large. The 
names of the members of the subordinate Commanderies being 
printed with the proceedings. This year you will have the 
cost of the Convention on work, and the payment of $200 for 
back rent for these apartments. In fact while we increase iu 
8 
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numbers, our expenses will increase. It is true your Grand 
OflScers could cut them down somewhat, but that would not 
content you. 

When your Grand Officers visit you, they are accustomed to 
take with them some distinguished members of the order, to make 
up a respectable delegation. This has become a fixed usage? 
and you would not be content to see it abrogated. You would 
say, you are willing and able to support a custom which adds so 
much to the dignity and benefit of official visits. If a Com- 
mandery is to be constituted, you would expect it to be done, as 
in times past, by a special assembly of the Grand Commandery, 
all the Grand Officers being present. Now would you be con- 
tent to have an annual or semi-annual assembly pass, without 
a banquet of some sort, at which we can in a social way exchange 
the greetings of fraternal friendship ? 

The bill for printing is quite an item. I have taken much 
time and pains to see to it, that these bills are reasonable before 
allowing them. 

Now if you think that the official visits should be made by 
the visiting officer without any companions, you have but to say 
so. If you are to go without the usual banquet, you can easily 
say so. In former times when the Grand Encampment met in 
Boston, Boston Encampment entertained the Grand Body with 
unbounded hospitality ; and when we met at Providence, the 
Sir Knights there did the same. Thus originated the custom 
of banquets. Now this body is so large, and so well able to 
defray its own bills, that it cannot depend upon the generosity 
of its subordinates. But you will not say anything of the kind. 
You all know how much our present system of things keeps up 
the general interest and adds to the general prosperity. I have 
in my mind as an illustration, one Encampment of this jurisdic- 
tion, which for years did no work or next to none. Still the 
Grand Officers made their annual visits. On those occasions, 
the knights of the visited Commandery most hospitably enter- 
tained the Grand Officers, and then apologized for their forlorn 
condition. They said they had no material for work. The young 
men emigrated. They couldn't get candidates, and finally 
when they got a few, the then Grand Commander attended an^ 
did the work. 
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Bat these annual visits bore the good fruit at last. If the 
place in which the Commandery was located was dead the grand 
body was not dead. If the Commandery was asleep the Grand 
Commandery was not asleep. 

At length, under the leadership of a man of energy, that Com- 
mandery awoke from its slumbers. It shook off its lethargy. It 
discovered that there was good material in the city, and soon at 
the annual visits, long lines of true Knights, in full costume, 
receive your Graiid Officer ; and long lines of smiling faces light 
up and enliven the inevitable banquet. Now this Commandery 
did not these long years, return any money into the Grand 
Treasury to pay the expenses of the Grand Officers. But what 
of that ? Wasn't the money well spent ? Isn't it just the object 
and purpose of the Grand Fund ? At one time, one Command- 
ery requires more than its share, at another time another Com- 
mandery requires your parental assistance. 

We are all one family ; we sympathize with each other. If 
one of the family is sick, weak, or in want, all nurse, assist and 
pay, for the Grand Body is all of you. The sick and weak and 
poor, have a right to draw upon your sympathy, strength and 
money. ^ Did I say poor ? Did I say weak ? No 1 If the Grand 
Commandery is strong, the subordinates are not weak. If the 
Grand Commandery is rich, the subordinates are not poor. Its 
strength is their strength. Its wealth, their wealth. 

Our organizations will not always be as popular as they now 
are. The inevitable swing of the pendulum will send it in the 
other direction. Yes, the time will come if you are prudent, be 
cause when in the mutations of time, in some town or city which 
has lost its importance or prosperity, a once flourishing Com- 
mandery drags on a difficult existence ; or when because of a 
change in the religious sentiments of the people, or of political 
or social persecution, the whole subordinate organizations are 
dormant. I say these times will come, and still, as each year 
rolls round, within the Asylum, temporary it may be, still the 
Asylum of each subordinate of this Grand Commandery, upon 
notice from some one of your Grand Officers, the loyal members 
of that Commandery will gather together, the lectures this day 
adopted by you will be rehearsed, the fires of Templar Masonry, 
of Christianity, will be kept from dying out upon your altars. 
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The profane will wonder at the exhibition of vitality, and will 
ask, how happens all this. The answer will be ; "In their pros- 
perity they remembered adversity ; in their zeal they were pru- 
dent ; they knew the possibility of changes in church, and state, 
and people, and prepared accordingly/" 

Yes, my brethren, now, in the days of your exaltation, prepare 
for the days of humiliation should they ever come. Collect a 
fund which will secure these annual visits when other means 
shall fail. 

The Grand Master of the Templars once wielded much power, 
yet Jaques De Molay expired on the scaffold. But some one 
will exclaim, "Yes, but the wealth of the Templars then caused 
their ruin." The answer is, that while history repeats itself, it 
is in varying forms, and we must prepare for the future with our 
best foresight. Because their power and influence and wealth 
once caused the Templars to fall, shall we despise power, and 
influence and wealth ? Because prosperity has its dangers, shall 
we not prosper ? If the Templars fell, has not the grandeur of 
that fall been to us a tower of strength ? 

But some one who loves his present ease, and desires to enjoy 
all he has as he goes, exclaims, "but cannot you get along with 
less, and will there not be some way provided for the faithful 
somehow ?" Possibly, but does the strong and prudent man 
neglect in the strength of his manhood, to provide for the weak- 
ness of his declining years because there are alms-houses in the 
land ? Does he forget those who are to come after him because, 
somehow a good God provides for his children ? Does he forget 
the parable of the servants who hid their lord's talents, and put 
them not out to increase, or the virgins, who kept not their d 

lamps trimmed and burning ? 

Am I called to address pure selfishness ? If yes, then I say 
keep on a little longer, a few, a very few years, and your bur- 
dens will be light enough. A very few years and no dues at all 
will be required. Courage and constancy a little longer, and no 
dues will be required of you. Don't stop and look back upon 
the threshold of the accomplishment of your ends. Eeach the 
wished for goal before you sit down to rest. 

The wisdom of accumulating a fund, the interest of which 
should not only defray the expenses of the Grand Commandery 
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but continue to increase, and thus relieve all the subordinate 
bodies from the payment of any but nominal dues ; and the cer- 
tainty that now, in our prosperity is the time to do it, if we are 
ever to do it, was so apparent, that I could not but look about 
to see why the project of the reduction of income should be 
brought forward. 

My attention was attracted by the fact, that the proposition was 
made by one member from Eh ode Island ; another made the 
Minority Report in favor of the reduction, and another was its 
only warm supporter in debate. Now this coming so soon after 
the attempt to establish a new Grand Commandery for the State 
of Ehode Island, although I have reason to believe the pro- 
poser of the change always has been opposed to the division of 
this body, I cannot refrain from addressing those, if there are 
now any such, who desire to see this, the first Grand Command- 
ery in the United States, either weakened or disrupted. I trust 
there is no member of this body, who desires to see it weakened, 
or even hesitate in its career of prosperity. I know there are 
those who desire its division into two separate organizations. 

To them one word. What will it profit you or the new Grand 
Commandery for Rhode Island, should such an one be ever 
formed, to retard the prosperity of the parent body ? It may be 
said or thought by some, that if the separation should ever take 
place, it would then turn out that you were helping to build up 
a fund of which, in the event of a division you would have no 
part. Now if the creation of a large fund should make this 
Grand Commandery so well to do, and the subordinates so free 
from burthens, that all thoughts of separation would be oblit- 
erated, I should hope that that consideration would weigh with 
you all. But I think I can say with confidence, that whenever 
it shall be deemed desirable that a new Grand Commandery be 
established for the State of Rhode Island, this Grand Command- 
ery will give to the new body its due and proper share of its 
funds. 'There is therefore no reason why you should not now in 
the days of your prosperity, make the Grand Commandery self- 
supporting; no reasons why its funds should not be placed in a 
situation to continue to accumulate, even after all dues shall 
cease. 

In every possible aspect of the case, the reduction at this time 
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is not opportune in my judgment Even those who desire a 
new Grand Commaudery, should favor the building up of so 
large a fund, that in the event of a division, the new body will 
have also a self-supporting fund. But we are not destined to 
become two bodies. That project failed so signally, that it will 
not be soon repeated. Then let us all unite for the strength 
and dignity of this venerable Grand Commandery. Let us 
strive to keep it in the front rank. 

It is the Encampment of Webb and Fowle ; of Wilkinson and 
Losing and Lash ; of Moore and Lewis. Its history is inspir- 
ing; its memories are pleasant. 

Sir Knights, you have now settled upon the work and lec- 
tures ; it appears that there are some outstanding manuscripts ; 
there was never much need of them ; there will be none hereaf- 
ter ; the appointment of Grand Lecturers will do away with any 
excuse for them. 

I recommend the passage of an order, requiring all manuscripts 
to be forthwith sent to the Grand Commander, to be disposed 
of, according to some order of this Grand Commandery ; and 
that the lectures and work this day adopted, be kept in manu- 
script by the Grand Commander for the time being, for the use 
of the Grand Lecturers. 

In September next, the Grand Encampment of the United 
States meets at Baltimore, Maryland. It will be necessary to 
make provision for the representation there of this Grand Com- 
mandery. 

On motion, the address was referred to the following Com- 
mittee, Sir Charles H. Titus, Sir Abraham A. Dame and Sir 
William S. ShurtleflF. 

Sir Clement A. Walker, offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted. 

In Grand Commandery op Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Boston, May 26, 1871. 

" It is appointed unto all men once to die.^* Time with his devouring 
scythe, mows along his appointed course, and Death the great leveller, fol- 
lows in his path. Sooner or later, to Commander and Knight alike, he 
comes, pressing to our unwilling lips that bitter cup, whose deadly draught 
even the Good Master, though with tears and pleading supplications he 
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sought to shun it, could not refuse to drink. To all alike, at thirty or at 
three score and ten, he comes unhidden and unwelcome. To many, a 
thief in the night ; to most, a dreaded foe; to nearly all a blighting sorrow. 
To Sir Knight Robbins neither ; but rather as a friend waited for and 
welcome. For three score and eleven years he had patiently trod earth's 
rough pilgrimage; for the alloted term he had patiently fought life's steady 
warfare ; in faith and humility he made his tour of penance ; until worn 
with age and worried by disease, he gladly resigned himself to the grim 
messenger, who bore him from the troubled lines of earth, to the peaceful 
asylum above. For him it was gain incalculable ; for us a grievous loss. 

Therefore^ Itesolved^ That in the death of Sir Charles Robbins, this Grand 
Body has lost a supporter, proved zealous and true ; the subordinate Com- 
manderies a willing and devoted Knight, and the Sir Knights, a friend, 
fond and faithful. 

That while DeMolay and St. Omer Commanderies shall exist, his exam- 
ple and influence will be known and felt, and the Order be better that he 
loved it. 

That we rejoice in the peace and hope of his departure, and share his 
glad anticipations of a glorious immortality. 

That to his sorrowing family circle, our tenderest sympathy is offered. 

That at the annual assembly in October, this Asylum be appropriately 
clothed. 

On motion of Sir Wyzeman Marshall, it was 

Votedy That a copy of the foregoing be sent to the family of the deceased. 

Sir William Ellison offered the following amendment to 
the Constitution : 

Besolvedf That Section 6 of Article 2 of the Constitution of this Grand 
Commandery, be amended, by striking out the word "three" from the 
sixth line, and inserting the word "five." 

At 6 o'clock and 50 minutes, P. M., the K. E. Grand Com- 
mander ordered the Grand Commandery to refreshment. 

At 7 o'clock and 30 minutes, P. M., the R. E. Grand Com- 
mander called the Grand Commandery to labor. 

The Committee to prepare and present resolutions, in 
regard to the late Sir Josiah Whitaker, submitted the fol- 
lowing report. 
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To THE Grand Commandbrt of Massac ausbttb and Rhode Island. 

Your Committee to whom was referred the subject of preparing a testi- 
monial upon the decease of £. Josiah Whitaker, submit the following : 

The Angel of Death has again visited our ranks and taken from our 
number, one in the evening of life ; a sheaf fully ripe for the harvest. 

On the 8th of Ma}', 1871, RE. Josiah Whitaker, was summoned to the 
Asylum above. He was buried with Masonic honors by the M. W. Grand 
Lodge of R I., on the 11th of May. His remains were escorted to theu* 
last resting place, by Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, of which he was a 
member, and St. John's Commandeiy, of which he was Past Commander. 

Sir Knight Whitaker became a member of Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4» 
in 1812. He was dubbed a Knight of the Red Cross, by Thomas Smith 
Webb on the 28th day of December, 1813, and on the 10th of January fol- 
lowing, was created a Knight Templar and Knight of Malta in St John's 
Commandery No. 1. He served as Commander one year, 1830, was Grand 
Captain General of this Grand Body three years 1825 to 1828, and Deputy 
Grand Master two years, 1829 and 1830. For several years he was the only 
living Knight who was present at the Convention held in N. Y., in 1816, 
which resulted in the formation of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. His death we believe closes the list of Knights, who were dubbed 
by Webb in person. 

Thus, at the ripe age of 83 and after a Masonic life of 59 years, this Emi- 
nent Knight has been called hence to return no more, leaving a widow 
and family, the several Masonic bodies of which he was a member, and the 
community generally, to mourn the loss of one who filled every station in 
life with conscientious fidelity. 

Your Committee would recommend the passage of the following reso- 
lutions. 

Eesolwdy That this Grand Commandery hereby testify their regard for 
one who was true and faithful, and who to the last evinced his love for 
our Institution. 

Besohed^ that this Grand Commandery tenders its heartfelt sympathy 
to the bereaved family, especially to the aged widow, who waits the sum- 
mons to join him, in the land where there shall be no more tears and 
where sorrow cannot come. ^ 

Respectfully Submitted, 

JAMES H. ALLEN, ) 

M. WILLIAMS, }• Committee. 

GEO. H.' BURNHAM, ) 

The report was unanimously adopted, and it was ordered 
that a copy be sent to the family of the deceased. 
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The work on the Order of the Tempte was exhibited by 
Boston Commandery. 

On motion of Sir W. W. Baker, it was 

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Commandery be tendered to Bos- 
ton Commandery, for the able and satisfactory manner in which they have 
exhibited the order of the Temple. 

On motion it was 

Voted J That the Work and Lectures on the Order of Malta, as rehearsed 
in the manuscript by the R. E. Grand Commander be adopted, and author- 
ized by this Grand Commandery. 

Prayer was offered by Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus, and the 
Grand Asylum was closed. 

Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Orand Reoord0r, 




66 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERY 



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 

October 2, 1H71. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Comman^ery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, was held at Maverick Hall, East Boston, on 
Monday, October 2, A. D. 1871, at 8 o'clock, P. M. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
opened with the following 



Organization. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean . . . 
E. Sir William Saywakd, (acting) 
E. Sir Daniel E. Chase, (acting) . 
E. Sir Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, (acting) 
E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun . . 
E. Sir Gideon Haynes, (acting) 
E. Sir Horace Daniels .... 
E. Sir William Parkman .... 
E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman . . . 
E. Sir Wyzeman Marshall, (acting) 
E. Sir William Patterson, (acting) 
E. Sir Joseph Winsor, (acting) . . 



Grand Commander. 
Deputy Grand Commander. 
Grand Generalissimo. 
Grand Captain General. 
Grand Prelate. 
Grand Senior Warden. 
Grand Junior Warden. 
Grand Treasurer. 
Grand Recorder. 
Grand Sword Bearer. 
Grand Standard Bearer. 
Grand Warder. 






The R. E. Grand Commander announced that this Assem- 
bly was called for the purpose of consecrating the banners 
of William Parkman Commandery. 

A detachment of Knights from William Parkman Com- 
mandery, under the command of Sir Albert B. Barrett, was 
announced to be in waiting without the Grand Asylum. 
They were forthwith received, when they reported them- 
selves as being specially detailed to escort the Grand Com- 
mandery into the Asylum of their Commandery. 
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The R. E. Grand Commander expressed his gratification 
at their knightly courtesy and declared himself and the 
Grand OflScers accompanying him, in readiness to proceed. 

The Grand Officers were then escorted into the Asylum 
of William Parkman Commandery, where they were received 
by the Sir Knights formed in due array, with all the honors 
due their rank and station. 

The Eminent Commander of William Parkman Command- 
ery addressed the R. E. Grand Commander, and informed 
him that the banners about to be dedicated had been 
secured by the action of the ladies, friends of the Com- 
mandery, as they were of every good work ; having secured 
the banners, they were now assembled with the Sir Knights 
publicly and formally to present them ; after which it would 
be gratifying to them as a Commandery and to their ladies, 
to witness the solemn and imposing ceremonies of their 
dedication to the interests and service of our order. 

The presentation was then formally made by Mrs. E. R. 
Pierce, in a very elegant and appropriate speech ; to which 
Sir Seth C. Ames, Eminent Commander, replied in a well 
chosen speech of acceptance. 

The R. E. Grand Commander then proceeded to perform 
the dedication ceremonies according to a carefully prepared 
programme, assisted by the E. Grand Prelate, and a volun- 
teer choir, who rendered excellent assistance in the service. 

The R. E. Grand Commander concluded with the follow- 
ing dedication 

ADDRESS. 

Eminent Commander and Si?* Knights : 

Residing as I do at City Point, immediately opposite Fort 
Independence, many is the time that on a summer's evening 
I have waited for the set of sun, the wind being from the sea. 
Then, as the hour approached, the cjear notes of the bugle 
would ring out into the air and come floating across the water 
as it almost apotheosized the flag of the Union floating far 
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|. aboT6, with notes, martial and defiant. It seemed to say exult- 

r 

[ " Tis the star spangled banner, 

Oh long may it wave, 
O'er the land of the free 
f And the home of the brave,'* 

i 

[ And then, as the notes of tlie bugle died away, the booming of 

i a cannon would come over the water, and the smoke of the gun- 

i powder would float off upon the breeze, and the star spangled 

banner would proudly descend to earth to rest, to be replaced j 

by the ever watchful stars of heavon, which seemed to stand ^ 

guard during the night as the banner had during the day. 

All this was not to a piece of colored bunting. It was to the 
emblem of a nation's power. It was to the nation. To insult 
the flag is to insult the nation. To uphold the flag is to uphold 
the nation's power. The flag is a nation's emblem. It is the 
nation's mouthpiece. To unfurl the black flag was to declare 
war. To display the red flag was to challenge to combat. The 
white flag sues for peace. The flag at half-mast prays for help, 
and when we strike it, we yield ourselves to the conqueror. 

It is flt and proper, then, as you unfurl your banner, the gift 
of fair hands and faithful hearts, that this band of Templars 
vowed to protect and defend them, should consecrate it to the 
holy cause, with music and with solemn prayer. 

The original banner of the order of the Temple ** represented 
two knights riding on one horse, to signify their poverty and 
humility, but as no possible means were ever devised to keep 
any body of men poor, it was soon laid aside." Their great 
standard, which took its place, was white with red crosses, sig- 
nificant like their dress, of purity of life, and courage even unto 
death. " Besides this, they bore into battle a banner composed 
of white and black stripes, one-half white and the other black, 
signifying white and fair to Christians, but black and terrible 
to their enemies." 

When installing the standard bearer he is told that the stand- 
ard is the rallying point of danger; and, when unfurled in a 
just and virtuous cause, it should never be relinquished but 
with life; and that he should so display it that "the bright 
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rays of the rising sun, shedding their lustre upon it, may 
encourage and animate all true and courteous knights, and 
confound and dismay their enemies.'^ 

There is also another lesson. Any mean and cowardly act of 
the soldier disgraces his flag. Bear this lesson always with you. 
Ever as you look to your banner remember that you cannot do 
a wrong to your brother Templar or to any man, without dis- 
gracing your flag. Any sin, any wrong, any unmanly or 
unknightly act disgraces your flag, disgraces your Commandery. 
Let this banner then stimulate you to the discharge of every 
moral and religious duty. Let it remind you as "soldiers of' 
the cross, you should be children of humility, and in your lives 
and conversation, and in your fraternal and social intercourse 
to so illustrate the beauty and excellence of our order, that 
v^ithout comprehending our mysteries the world may exclaim, 
"How good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 
in unity." 

The lines were again formed, and the Grand OflScers w^ere 
escorted to the Grand Asylum. 

The R. E. Grand Commander thanked the Grand Officers 
for their attendance, and the Grand Commandery was 
closed. 

The social festivities were continued by a banquet, brief 
and interesting speeches, and by music and dancing ; 
throughout which pleasant smiles and cheerful faces indi- 
cated that the heart was warm and glad within. 

Attest: ALFRED P. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder, 
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SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 

October 13, 1871. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island was held at East Weymouth, Mass., on Friday, 
October 13, A. D. 1871. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in form at 8 o^clock, P. M., 
with the following 

Organization. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, (acting) . . . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Rev. Geo. S. No yes, (acting) . . Grand Prelate. ' 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman, Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee, Grand Warder. 

Sir Seranus Bowen, (acting) Grand Sentinel. 

The R. E. Grand Commander stated that this Assembly 
was called for the purpose of constituting South Shore 
Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders, and installing its officers. 

The Grand Officers were then escorted into the Asylum 
of South Shore Commandery, their entrance was officially 
proclaimed by the E. Grand Warder, and they were received 
with all the honors due their rank and station. 

The R. E. Grand Commander, with the assistance of the 
other Grand Officers, then proceeded to Form and Open 
South Shore Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders in due and ancient form ; and proclama- 
tion thereof was made by the E. Grand Warder. 
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The official obligation was then administered by the 
Grand Prelate to Sir Zechariah Lovell Bicknell, and he 
was installed into the office of Eminent Commander by R. 
E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Connnander. 

* 

The command was then given to E. Sir Charles A. Stott, 
who caused the officers of the new Commandery to be 
assembled, and the official obligation to be administered by 
the Grand Prelate. 

He then installed Sir George Wyman Fay, Generalissimo, 
Sir Elijah Waters Burr, Captain General, together with the 
other officers into their respective offices; except the 
Treasurer, Sword Bearer and Sentinel, who were absent, 
and the Prelate who was installed by the E. Grand Prelate. 

The usual proclamation was made by the E. Grand War- 
der, after which the R. B. Grand Commander took command, 
and instructed Eminent Commander Bicknell to install the 
officers named as absent, at his first convenience. 

The benediction was then pronounced by the Grand 
Prelate. 

The R. E. Grand Commander then delivered the following 

ADDRESS. 

Some of the Templars present on this interesting occasion, 
the starting into being of a new Commandery of Knights Tem- 
plars, received the honors of the order in the first Masonic tem- 
ple erected in Boston. That temple with its austere look has 
passed from the possession of the craft and is now the United 
States Court House for the District of Massachusetts. I am 
not sure, but I think it was the first Masonic temple erected on 
this side of the Atlantic. It is a striking coincidence that the 
proud and powerful Knights Templars in England were suc- 
ceeded in the occupation of their temple by a body of learned 
lawyers, who' took possession of the old hall and the gloomy 
cells of the military monks, and converted the chief house of 
their order into the great and most ancient Common Law Uni- 
versity in England. For more than five centuries the retreats 
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of the religious warriors have been devoted to the studious and 
'eloquent pleaders of causes, a new kind of Templars, who, as 
Fuller quaintly observes, " now defend one Christian from an- 
other as the old ones did Christians from Pagans." 

Addison says, " the first and most interesting portion of the 
Temple Church, denominated by the old writers *The Round,' 
was consecrated in the year 1185, by Herachius, the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem, on his arrival in England from Palestine, to 
obtain succor from King Henry the Second against the formi- 
dable power of the famous Saladin." 

It is no part of my. purpose to attempt a description of that € 

wonderfully beautiful specimen of architecture, the Temple 
Church, nor of the numerous adjacent buildings which their 
great wealth enabled our ancient brethren to erect. Nor do I 
intend to narrate to you the history of the events by which the 
temple was transferred to the present societies of lawyers, who 
fight with such different weapons than those used by its origi- 
nal occupants. Nor shall I delay to dwell upon the similarity 
in some respects in the habits of its modern occupants with the 
original occupants ; how they "two and two eat together and 
give all the fragments in brotherly charity to the domestics;" 
nor upon the similarity of the ceremonies of initiation, or things 
of that sort. 

This is not the occasion for anything like an elaborate ad- 
dress. I only desire to say enough to present a striking charac- 
teristic of the Templars of old, which it is also our duty to copy 
and cultivate. 

In The Round of the Temple Church there are now preserved 
a number of monumental effigies in marble of cross legged ^ 

Knights. They are '* cross legged as men vowed to the Holy 
Land against the infidels." These effigies have been ascertained 
to be of persons called "Associates of the Temple." That is, 
they were persons who entered into a sort of connection with 
the order without taking upon themselves the severe vows of 
the order. At that time the Knights Templars were very pop- 
ular, and many wealthy and noble persons desired to secure for 
themselves the religious benefits of the Templars while they 
enjoyed the pleasures of the world. They accordingly entered 
into agreements with the Templars whereby they promised to 
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make them certain annual payments, and sometimes to give 
them at th§ir decease all their property, upon condition of being 
received into the order, being confident that they would thereby 
secure absolution for all their excesses, and obtain everlasting 
salvation. 

Now, we do not pretend that connection with us will secure 
any such results; we only claim, that such connection will 
secure good precepts, and we trust, good examples, and the 
highest and strongest stimulus for virtuous resolves. The 
brother's future salvation depends upon the use he makes of 
these privileges. 

Among the cross-legged effigies, is one of Sir Geoffrey de Mag- 
naville, Earl of Essex. Of his character, there ate different 
accounts. Some, that he was a religious man ; some, that he 
was a man of worth and integrity, but irreligious. It is cer- 
tain, however, that he committed many excesses; that he was a 
bold and brave wan*ior ; that he stormed and took many royal 
castles, and disregarded religious houses, quartering in them 
his soldiers, and carrying away from the altars, "vessels of gold 
and silver, the vestments of the priests and vergers, ornamented 
with precious stones, and all the decorations of the church" and 
sold them for money, to reward his soldiers. Addison says, 
"He was excommunicated; but deriding the spiritual thun- 
ders, he laid siege to the royal castle at Burwell. After a suc- 
cessful attack which brought him to the foot of the rampart, 
he took off his helmet, it being summer time and the weather 
hot, that he might breathe more freely, when a foot soldier 
belonging to the garrison, shot an arrow from a loop-hole in 
the castle wall, and gave him a slight wound on the head ; 
which slight wound, says our worthy monk of Newburgh, 
although at first treated with derision, after a few days destroy- 
ed him, so that that most ferocious man, never having been 
absolved from the ecclesiastical curse, went to hell." 

"The Monks of Walden tell us, that as the Earl lay wounded 
on his sick couch, and felt the hand of death pressing heavy 
upon him, he bitterly repented of his evil deeds, and sought, 
but in vain, for ecclesiastical assistance. At last, sonae Knights 
Templars came to him, and finding him humble and contrite, 
praying earnestly to God, and making what satisfaction he could 
10 
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for his past offences, they threw over him the habit of their 
religion, marked with the red cross. 

After he had expired, they carried the dead body with them 
to the Old Temple, at London ; but as the Earl had died 
excommunicated, they durst not give him a christian burial in 
consecrated ground, and they accordingly soldered him up in 
lead and hung him on a crooked tree in their orchard. Some 
years afterwards, through the exertions and at the expense of 
William, whom the Earl had made prior of Walden Abbey, his 
absolution was obtained from Pope Alexander, the Third, so 
that his body was permitted to be received amongst christians, 
and the divine offices to be celebrated for him. The prior 
accordingly endeavored to take down the corpse and carry it to 
Walden ; but the Templars being informed of his design, buried 
it in their own cemetery at the new Temple, in the porch 
before the west door of the church." 

What a strange picture this story presents to a matter of 
fact people? The priests pass the wounded man by. The 
Templars are the good Samaritans. 

The Earl was excommunicated; the church was all power- 
ful; they dared not disobey her edicts; they were a religious 
and christian society ; they were good catholics ; but they were 
also powerful, and threw over their wounded associate the man- 
tle of the order with the blood red cross upon it. This was a 
sufficient protection. It was a protection against the priests 
and against all the world while he lived. But he died. He 
could not be buried in consecrated ground. Determined to 
protect and hold the custody of his remains, they escaped a 
direct violation of the decree of excommunication, by encasing 
their deceased brother in lead and hanging the coffin on a tree; 
and when the edict was removed, still faithful, they buried him 
within their own Temple, and one of these celebrated cross- 
legged effigies now remains, a monument of the bold Earl. It 
is also a monument of the courage and constancy of the Templars. 

Sir Geoffrey de Magnaville had erred, but he repented ; and 
they covered his errors with the mantle, charity. 

We have none of the political and temporal rights of the 
olden Templars in their prosperous days. The mantle of the 
order has now no power over the profane. It should, however, 
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have power over us. We can use it in that symbolical sense in 
which our brethren of Ancient Craft Masonry use their Em- 
blems. Then indeed, it becomes the. mantle of charity. 

If a brother errs be not the first to shun him. If a brother 
falls into bad habits and evil ways, be not the first by cold neg- 
lect or more active means to accelerate his fall. Hold him up 
rather; encourage him; stimulate him to exertion; encourage 
him to fight manfully the good fight against the temptations, 
the vanities, the follies of this world to which our weak natures 
are so prone; and finally, if he is conquered in the fight, and 
leaves for the other world while under a cloud and in disgrace, 
remember that our Saviour in his great mercy, recognizing our 
weakness, taught us to pray that we might not be led into temp- 
tation, and throw over the fallen brother the broad mantle of 
charity ; the white mantle he strove to wear worthily, but could 
not for lack of strength, marked with the cross he was to weak 
to carry. That is charity. To court the great and powerful, 
to attend the funeral of the rich and good man, to place over 
his grave the monumental effigy, is not charity. The profane 
do such things. When we carry to the grave the poor brother 
who left not the wherewith to bury him, and place above the 
lonely mound the simple headstone, that headstone becomes a 
monument, not to the dead, but a monument of living charity. 
In these acts of charity, fear not the opinion of the profane 
rabble, ever remembenng, that the people demanded the death 
of our Saviour, and that he whose death they demanded, has the 
power and will reward that charity which he taught us was 
the greatest of virtues. 

At the close of the address which was listened to with 
marked attention, and many gestures of approval, Eminent 
Commander Bicknell expressed his gratification, and that 
of his command at the happy conclusion of their evening's 
labors; he also tendered the hospitalities of the newly 
formed Commandery, and courteously invited the Grand 
Oflficers to join with them at refreshment. 

The Grand OflScers then returned to the Grand Asylum, 
and the R. E. Grand Commander declared the Grand Com- 
mandery closed. 

Attest : ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Becorder. 



76 PROCEEDINGS OF THE GRAND COMMANDERT 



i 



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 

October 16, 1871. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island, was opened at the Masonic Temple, Boston, 
Mass., on Monday, October 16, A. D. 1871, at 10 o'clock, 
A. M. 

Officers Present: 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

E. Sir N. Van Slyck, (acting) .... Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Arthur Cheney, (acting) . . . Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir R. M. Field, (acting) Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles E. Powers, Grand S^enior Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, .... Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee, Grand Warder. 

E. Sir J. M. Pendleton, Grand Captain of the Guard. 

Sir Seranus Bowen, (acting) .... Grand Sentinel. 

The Grand Commander announced that this assembly 
was called for the purpose and reasons, set forth in the fol- 
lowing order : 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders 

OF Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Office of the Grand Commander, d 

Boston, Mass., October 4, 1871. 
To all the Subordinate Gommatideries within our jurisdiction, Greeting : 

Wliereas, Most Worshipful William Sewall Gardner, Grand Master of 
Masons in Massachusetts, has accepted an invitation to lay, with Masonic 
Ceremonies, the Corner Stone of the new United States Post Office, in the 
City of Boston, on the 16th instant, in the presence of the President of 
the United States and Officers of his Cabinet, the Governor of the Com- 
monwealth of Massachusetts, and the Mayor of the City of Boston, and 
has requested of me a Templar Escort, which request appears to me a fit 
and proper one to be granted, — 

It is hereby ordered : That our several Commanderies assemble on 
Monday, the 16th day of October instant, in full Templar Costume, on the 
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Tremont Street Mall of Boston Common, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
and report to E. Sir Charles Adams Stott, Grand Captain General, who 
will have command of the lines. 

It is fuither ordered : That Boston Commandery be detailed as Body 
Guard to the Grand Lodge, and report to M. W. W. S. Gardner, Grand 
Master, at the hour aforesaid. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Attest: Grand Commander. 

ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder. 

The Grand Commander also announced that he had 
approved of the following special order, which had been 
issued : 

SPECIAL ORDER. 

Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Boston, October 10, 1871. 

Commanderies will form at 10 o'clock on Tremont Street Mall of Bos- 
ton Common, right' resting on Boylston Street, in the following order : 

1. Saint Johns, Providence, R. I. 2. Boston, (detailed special duty), 
Boston, Mass. 3. Newburyporl, Newburyport, Mass. 4. Washington, 
Newport, R. I. 5. Worcester County, Worcester, Mass. 6. Springfield, 
Springfield, Mass. 7. De Molay, Boston, Mass. 8. Holy Sepulchre, Paw- 
tucket, R. I. 9. Pilgrim, Lowell, Mass. 10. Palestine, Chelsea, Mass. 11. 
Milford, Milford, Mass. 12. Saint Bernard, Boston, Mass. 13. Calvaryi 
Providence, R. I. 14. Haverhill, Haverhill, Mass. 15. Old Colony, Abing- 
ton, Mass. 16. Sutton, New Bedford, Mass. 17. Bethany, Lawrence, 
Mass. 18. Winslow Lewis, Salem, Mass. 19. Jerusalem, Fitchburg, Mass. 
20. Hugh De Payens, Melrose, Mass. 21. Saint Omer, South Boston, 
Mass. 22. Berkshire, Pittsfield, Mass. 23. Woonsocket, Woonsocket, R. 
I. 24. Connecticut Valley, Greenfield, Mass. 25. Godfrey De Bouillon, 
Fall River, Mass. 26. Joseph Warren, Boston Highlands, Mass. 27. Nar- 
ragansett. Westerly, R. I. 28. William Parkman, East Boston, Mass. 29 
Northhampton, Northhampton, Mass. 30. South Shore, Weymouth, 
Mass. 31. Bristol (U. D.) Mansfield, Mass. 32. Trinity, (U. D.) Hudson, 
Mass. 33. Natick, (U. D.) Natick, Mass. 

The Commanders and Executive Officers of each Commandery will 
report to me upon their arrival. 

Commanderies will march in fours, except such as prefer to march by 
companies, in which case they will be eight front, and I would recommend 
that no Commandery attempt to march by companies, unless their 
Knights are well drilled in such movements. 

Commanders will endeavor, by aid of the foregoing roster, to find their 
own position in line, thereby relieving the Grand Captain-General and 
his Aids of much laborious labor. 
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The Templars will leave the Common at precisely 10.30 A. M., so as to 
be in our position ii|Hm Columbus Avenue before 11 o'clock. Command- 
ers will, therefore, .see the importance of reporting promptly at 10 o'clock. 

The line will be dismissed upon arrival at Post Office, whicb will not 
be later than two o'clock. 

CHARLES A. STOTT, 

Grand Captain- General. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Junior Warden, acted as 
aid to the Grand Captain- General during the day, and they 
appeared mounted and in uniform as Knights Templars. 

The Grand Captain- General made return, that the Cqin- 
manderies hereinafter named, had reported to him on Bos- 
ton Common as ordered. 

The line of march was taken up at 10 o'clock and 30 min- 
utes, to join the procession on Columbus Avenue, as follows : 

Grand Officers Mounted. 

Grand Commander. Acting Deputy Grand Commander on 
his right. Acting Grand Generalissimo on his left ; Acting 
Grand Prelate and Grand Senior Warden ; Grand Recorder, 
on his right Grand Warder, on his left Grand Captain 
of the Guards and Acting Grand Sentinel. Grand Captain 
General and Grand Junior Warden on active duty. 

Subordinate Commanderies. 

St. John's, ... - 145 Sir Knights in line. 

Oilmore's Bandy of Pawtucket^ R. 1. 

Sir James H. Allen, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Albert H. Cushman, Generalissimo. 

Sir Lyman H. Eddy, (acting) Captain-General. 

Sir Robert H. D welly, Senior Warden. 

Boston, 230 Sir Knights in line. 

OUmore^s Band, Boston. 

Sir William Sa3rward, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Henry Endicott, Generalissimo. 

Sir Gideon Haynes, Captain-General. 

Sir Samuel Mason, Jr.," Senior Warden. 






• 
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Newburyport, - - - - 52 Sir Knights in line. 

Mechanic's Brass Band. 

Sir John N. Pike, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Moses H. Fowler, Generalissimo. 

Sir Warren Currier, Captain-General. 

Sir William P. Sanders, Senior Warden. 

Washington, - - - - 42 Sir Knights in line. 

Newport Band. 

Sir John Eldred, Eminent Commander. 

Sir George F. Crandall, Generalissimo. 

Sir William Gilpin, (acting) Captain-General. 

Sir George W. Tew, (acting) Senior Warden. 

Worcester County. - - - 62 Sir Knights in line. 

Worcester Brass Band. 
Sir John Dean, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Henry C. Willson, Generalissimo. 

Sir George F. Wood, Captain-General. 

Sir Robert H. Chamberlain, Senior Warden. 

Springfield, - - - - 83 Sir Knights in line. 

Armory Band. 

Sir George W. Ray, Eminent Commander. 

Sir George T. Weaver, Generalissimo. 

Sir Peter S. Bailey, Captain-General. 

Sir P. S. Bailey, (acting) Senior Warden. 

De Molay, .... Ill Sir Knights in line. 

American Brass Band^ Providence, B. I. 

Sir Marlbjrough Williams, Eminent Commander. 

Sir E. T. Wilson, Generalissimo. 

Sir Timothy Ingraham, Captain-General, pro tern.' 

Sir John Mack, Senior Warden. 

Holy Sepulchre, - - - - 50 Sir Knights in line. 

Foxbord Brass Band. 
Sir Edward L. Freeman, Eminent Commander. 

Sir J. Sewall Read, Generalissimo. 

Sir Charles A. Fales, Captain-General. 

Sir Henr}' A. Pierce, Senior Warden. 

Pilgrlm, - - - - - 75 Sir Knights in line. 

American Brass Band, Ijowell. 

Sir Hocum Hosford, Eminent Commander. 
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Sir George W. Bedlow, Generalissimo. 

Sir Henry P. Perkins, (acting) Captain-General. 

Sir Charles E. A. Bartlett, Senior Warden. 

Palestine, - - - - - 103 Sir Knights in line. 

Shawmut Bftjid. 

Sir Daniel £. Chase, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Charles T. Gay, Generalissimo. 

Sir William Patterson, Captain-General. 

Sir William D. Seelcy, Senior Warden. 

• 

MiLFORD, ----- 85 Sir Knights in line. 

Milford Brass Band. 

Sir Leonard Fairbanks, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Sullivan C. Sumner, Generalissimo. 

Sir James R. Davis, Captain-General. 

Sir Jarvis White, Senior Warden. 

Saint Bernard, Boston, Mass., excused. 

Calvary, - - - - - 65 Sir Knights in line. 

HaJTs Band. 

Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Amasa C. Tourtellott, (acting) Generalissimo. 

Sir John P. Luther, Captain-General. 

Sir I. H. Saunders, Senior Warden. 

Haverhill, - - - - - 63 Sir Knights in line. 

Haverhill Cornet Band. 

Sir Charles Page Messer, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Nathan Swett Kimball. Generalissimo. 

Sir David Barnard Tenney, Captain-General. 

Sir Dexter Blanchard Vickery, Senior Warden. 

Old Colony, - - - 100 Sir Knights in line. 

I^ortJi Bridgeicater Band. 

Sir Stephen S. Bradford, Eminent Commander. 

Sir H. F. Copeland, Generalissimo. 

Sir A. S. Stetson, Captain-General, 

Sir F. P. Harlow, Senior Warden. 

Sutton, - - 46 Sir Knights in line, exclusive of officers. 

New Bedford Band. 

Sir John A. Lee, Eminent Commander. 

Sir A. H. W. Carpenter, (acting) Generalissimo. 

Sir W. W. Arnold, Captain-General. 

Sir Gardner T. Sanford, Senior Warden. 
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Bethany, - - - - 75 Sir Knights in line. 

Lawrencfi Brass Band. 

Sir Caleb Saunders, Eminent Commander. 

Sir John Haigh, Generalissimo. 

Sir Granville M. Stoddard, Captain-General. 

Sir Aaron A. Currier, Senior Warden. 

WiNSLOw Lewis, Salem, Mass., excused. 

Jerusalem, - - - - - 75 Sir Knights in line. 

Fitehburg Comet Band. 
Sir S. W. Huntley, Eminent Commander. 

Sir A. L. Fessenden, Generalissimo. 

Sir J. W. Kimball, Senior Warden, 

Hugh de Payens, - - - - 135 Sir Knights in line. 

EdmancPs Band. 

Sir Thomas Winship, Eminent Commander. 

Sir J. D. Parker, Generalissimo. 

Sir George F. Clapp, Captain-General, 

Sir Henry C. Cutter, Senior Warden. 



Saint Omer, . . . . 

Sir Charles H. White, 
Sir Joseph Winsor, 
Sir Frank W. Goodwin, 
Sir George H. Johnston, 

Berkshire, Pittsfield, Mass., not in line. 

WOONSOCKET, ... 

Sir Francello G. Jillson, 
P. E. Ira W. Arnold, (acting) 
Sir Emerson Goddard, (acting) 
Sir Allen Thayer, (acting) 



- 31 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 



30 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General . 
Senior Warden. 



Connecticut Valley, 

Sir William S. Severance, 
Sir Charles E. Severance, 
Sir Charles E. Fisk, (acting) 
Sir George Pierce, Jr. , (acting) 



42 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 



Godfrey De Bouillon, 

Sir Robert C. Brown, 
Sir Charles E. Case, 
Sir John B. Whitaker, 
Sir George A. Ballard> 

11 



32 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 
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Joseph Wakren, 

Sir James C. Tucker, 

Sir George Moulton, (acting) 

Sir William Hobbs, Jr., 

Sir Edward J. Jones, (acting) 

Narragansett, 

Sir George G. Stillman, 
Sir J. A. Babcock, 
Sir A. N. Lewis, 
Sir Joseph Dews, 

William Parkman, 

IVemont Band. 

Sir Seth C. Ames, 
Sir Albert B. Barrett, 
Sir Edson C. Chamberlin, 
Sir William J. Ellis, 



70 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 

23 Sir Knights in line. 
Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 

54 Sir Knights in line. 

Eminent Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain-General. 
Senior Warden. 



Northampton, Northampton, Mass., not in line. 

Bristol, - - - - - 60 Sir Knights in line. 

North AIMeborough Comet Band. 
Sir Charles E. Smith, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Daniel B. Whittier, Generalissimo. 

Sir Daniel H. Smith, Captain-General. 

Sir A. F. Belcher, Senior Warden. 

South Shore, . - - - 39 Sir Knights in line. 

Appeared with Old Colony Commandery. 
Sir Z. L. Bicknell, Eminent Commander. 

Sir George W. Fay, Generalissimo. 

Sir James H. Clapp, Captain-General, pro tern. 

Sir Andrew J. Garey, Senior Warden. 

TRmiTY, - - - - - 42 Sir Knights in line. 

Brainard!% Band. 
Sir Frederick J. Foss, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Nathan S. Chamberlain, Generalissimo. 

Sir William E. C. Worcester, Captain-General. 

Sir Williard Houghton, Senior Warden. 

Natick, Natick, Mass., appeared with Milford Commandery. 

BecapUulation. 
Total number of Knights in line mcluding Grand Officers, 2027. Total 
number of Bands, 21. 
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When the head of the escort had arrived at the new 
Post OflSce at Milk Street, the Knights were formed in due 
array, and saluted the Most Worshipful Grand Master of 
Masons in Massachusetts as he rode by the lines ; they also 
exhibited knightly courtesy toward the President of the 
United States, the Governor of the Commonwealth, the 
Mayor of Boston, and others, distinguished as guests on 
the occasion. 

After those above referred to had passed, the several 
Commanderies took up their line of march, as circumstan- 
ces and convenience dictated, each having acted well its 
part in the Masonic display, and in giving eclat to the occa- 
sion, was now dismissed according to the terms of the 
Special Order of the Grand Captain- General. 

The R. E. Grand Commander expressed to the Grand 
OflScers his great gratification, at the excellent appearance 
and drill of the several Commanderies, he also thanked 
them for their personal attendance, and then declared 
them dismissed, and each at liberty to pursue his own 
duty or pleasure. 

Attest : ALFRED P. CHAPMAN, 

Orand Becorder, 



The R. E. Grand Commander subsequently issued the 
following general order of thanks : 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant 
Orders op Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Office op the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Oct. 17, 1871. 
To aU the Commanderies and Knights Templars within our jurisdiction : — 

In behalf of the Grand Commandery, the Grand Commander hereby 
extends most cordial and sincere thanks to the following named Com- 
manderies, and the members thereof, for the prompt alacrity with which 
they responded to bis order that they appear and act as escort to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts on the 16th instant, on the occasion of laying, with 
Masonic ceremonies, the corner stone of the new post office in Boston, 
namely :— 
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Saint John, Boston (detailed special duty), Newburyport, Washington, 
Worcester County, Springfield, De Molay, Holy Sepulchre, Pilgrim, Pal- 
estine, Milford, Calvary, Haverhill, Old Colony, Sutton, Bethany, Jerusa- 
lem, Hugh De Payens, Samt Omer, Woonsocket, Connecticut Valley, 
Godfrey De Bouillon, Joseph Warren, Narragansett, William Parkman, 
South Shore, Bristol (U. D.), Trinity (U. D.), Natick (U. D.) 

The Grand Commander hereby communicates the following vote ot 
thanks received by him from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts : — 

Rewlved^ That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to the Right 
Eminent Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander of Templars in Mass- 
achusetts and Rhode Island, for the brilliant escort furnished by the several 
Commanderies under his command to the Grand Lodge this day, and for 
the imposing character thus given to the Masonic portion of the proces- 
sion. 

The Grand Commander could not excuse himself if he permitted this 
occasion to pass without extending his own thanks to the Very Eminent 
Sir Charles Adams Stott and Eminent Sir Horace Daniels for their effi- 
cient services during the day. He congratulates you upon the splendor 
of your appearance, which received the warm commendations of the 
President of the United Slates, of the other Federal, State and Municipal 

authorities, and of all beholders. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Grand Goinvuituiier. 

AtUmt: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Becorder. 



\ 



i 



OF MASSACHUSETTS AND BHODE ISLAND. 85 



SPECIAL ASSEMBLY. 

October 20, A. D. 1871. 

A Special Assembly of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island was held at Mansfield, Mass., on Friday, 
October 20, A. D. 1871. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, and 
the Grand Asylum was opened in form at 8 o'clock P. M., 
with the following 

Orga?iization. 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, (acting) . Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir William Parkman (acting) . . Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Charles E Powers, Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder. 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee, Grand Warder. 

Sir Seranus Bowen, (acting) Grand Sentinel. 

The R. E. Grand Commander stated that this Assembly 
was called for the purpose of constituting Bristol Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders, 
and installing its officers. 

The Grand Officers were then escorted into the Asylum 
of Bristol Commandery ; their entrance was officially pro- 
claimed by the B. Grand Warder, and they were received 
by the Sir Knights in line, with all the honors due their 
rank and station. 

The R. B. Grand Commander, with the assistance of the 
Grand Officers accompanying him, then proceeded to form 
and open Bristol Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders, in due and ancient form, and proclama- 
tion thereof was made by the B. Grand Warder. 

The official obligation was then administered by the Grand 
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Prelate to Sir Charles Eugene Smith, and he was installed 
into the office of Eminent Commander by R. E. Sir Benjamin 
Dean, Grand Commander. 

The R. E. Grand Commander then requested E. Sir 
Charles A. Stott to install the remaining officers of Bristol 
Commandery into office. They were accordingly obligated 
by the Grand Prelate, and installed into their respective 
offices by the Grand Captain General, except the Second 
Guard, who was absent. 

The usual proclamation was made by the E. Grand Warder, f 

after which the R. E. Grand Commander instructed the 
Eminent Commander of Bristol Commandery to install the 
officer reported absent, at his first convenience. 

He then delivered the following 

ADDRESS. 

Eminent Commander and Sir Knights of Bristol Commandery : 

The constitution of this new Commandery is but an incident 
in the history of the singular prosperity, not only of our 
own order, but of all branches of Masonry. Everywhere new 
lodges, new chapters and new commanderies are being formed. 
Ancient craft' Masonry, no longer retaining within itself the 
exclusive knowledge of architecture and the mathematics, still 
retains a traditional ascendency in the popular mind in relation 
to those things in which it was once exclusive and supreme, and 
on great occasions is still called upon to lay, with its imposing 
forms, the corner stones of public edifices, and to declare that, 
in laying the foundations of monuments erected to the saviours 
of the nation, " the craftsmen have done their duty." 

So we, as Knights Templars, though no longer called to fight 
Moslem hosts with the sword of the flesh, are still exhorted to 
" be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might," and to 
"put on the whole armor of God/' that we may wrestle success- 
fully against principalities and powers and " spiritual wickedness 
in high places." 

The mind, on occasions of rejoicing in prosperity, as we may 
well rejoice to-night, alniost involuntarily turns to the distant 
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past — to the early days of the Templars — not only to revel in 
the deeds of heroism of those valiant Knights, but to appropri- 
ate to ourselves, by a fond fancy, some portion of their glory and 
renown. 

Let us resist this inclination, and pay a visit to other homes 
of the Templars in their prosperous days, and then, reflecting 
that even that prosperity had an end, see if we can draw any 
lesson for thought and guidance. 

The power of the Templars was not confined to Palestine. 
Their wealth and possessions existed over all Europe. They 
possessed, it is true, Palestine and the principalities of Antioch 
and Tripoli, in the East, but they also had preceptorys and vast 
possessions in England, France, Germany, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, Sicily, Hungary — everywhere, in fact ; and their Grand 
Master ranked as a sovereign. The income of the order in 
Europe was six millions sterling. It had nine thousand manors 
or lordships. 

The condition of the order in one country may be taken as a 
sample of its prosperity in others, and we will, therefore, confine 
our investigations to England. The brother desiring further 
information will find much upon the subject in Addison's His- 
tory of the Knights Templars. 

In the year 1185, Goeffrey, the Superior of the order in Eng- 
land, had an inyentory made of the possessions of the order. 

" The number of manors, farms, churches, advowsons, demesne 
lands, villages, hamlets, windmills, water mills, seats of assize, 
rights of common and free warren, and the amount of all kinds 
of property posseseed by the Templars in England at the period 
of the taking of this inquisition, are astonishing. Upon the 
great estates belonging to the order prioral houses had been 
erected, wherein dwelt the procurators or stewards charged 
with the management of the manors and farms in their neigh- 
borhood, and with the collection of the rents. These prioral 
houses became regular monastic establishments, inhabited chiefly 
by sick and aged Templars, who retired to them to spoid the 
remainder of their days, after a long period of honorable service 
against the infidels in Palestine. There were also under these 
certain smaller administrations for the management of the 
farms, consisting of a Knight Templar, to whom were asso- 
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ciated some serving brothers of the order, and a priest who 
acted as almoner." 

But their great wealth was not all. They could not be 
brought before any court except the king or his chief justice. 
They were authorized by special grants to hold their own courts, 
having jurisdiction over all their own servants. They were 
also authorized to hold their own ecclesiastical courts. They 
were free from all the various taxes levied by the government, 
and also those for the support of the church. Their houses were 
sanctuaries. They placed crosses on their houses, to signify 
that they were not liable to same duties as others ; " and many see- 
ing the privileges enjoyed by the tenants of the Templars, placed 
crosses on their houses to obtain the same privilege,^' which 
led to a statute forbidding it. 

Matthew Paris relates that " In consequence of the high esti- 
mation in which the Templars were held, and the privilege of 
sanctuary they enjoyed, the temple at London became a store- 
house of treasure, and when Hubert de Burg, Earl of Kent, had 
been committed to the Tower, it was suggested to the king that 
he had no small amount of treasure deposited in the new temple, 
under the custody of the Templars. The king, accordingly, 
summoning to his presence the master of the temple, briefly 
demanded of him if it was so. He, indeed, not daring to deny 
the truth to the king, confessed that he had money of the said 
Hubert, which had been confidentially committed to himself and 
his brother, but of the quantity and amount thereof he was alto- 
gether ignorant. Then the king endeavored with threats to 
obtain from the brethren the surrender to him of the aforesaid 
money, asserting that it had been fraudulently abstracted from 
his treasury. They answered the king that money confided to 
them in trust they would deliver to no man, without permission 
of him who had entrusted it to be kept in the temple. And the 
king, since the above mentioned money had been placed under 
their protection, ventured not to take it by force. He sent, 
therefore, the treasurer of his court, with his justices of the 
exchequer, to Hubert, who had already been placed in fetters in 
the Tower of London, that they might exact from him an 
assignment of the entire sum to the king. But when these 
messengers had explained to Hubert the object of their coming, 
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he immediately answered that he would submit himself and all 
that belonged to him to the good pleasure of his sovereign. He, 
therefore, petitioned the brethren of the Chivalry of the Temple 
that they would, in his behalf, present all his keys to his lord, 
the king, that he might do what he pleased with the things 
deposited in the temple. This being done, the king ordered all 
that money, faithfully counted, to be placed in his treasury, and 
the amount of all things found to be reduced into writing, and 
exhibited before him. The king^s clerks, indeed, and his treas- 
urer, acting with them, found deposited in the temple gold and 
silver vases of inestimable price, and money, and many precious 
gems, an enumeration whereof would in truth astonish the 
hearers." 

But this proud order, with all its perfectness of organization, 
fell, and great was the fall thereof. With the loss of the Holy 
Land its estimation and its power fell ; no longer required to 
defend the church and Christianity, its wealth and privileges 
provoked the envy and cupidity of both kings and priests. The 
kings by force entered the temple and seized the treasure of the 
Chivalry of the Temple with impunity, and finally the order 
was suppressed throughout Christendom. One cause was, that 
Templars had, after leaving Palestine, interfered with political 
affairs. 

Let us learn wisdom from their fate: with our increased 
prosperity and social importance, let us not become arrogant. 
Above all, let us adhere to that great landmark of our order and 
of all Masonic societies — an entire abstinence from all inter- 
meddling with politics. Let us enjoy our privileges with 
becoming humility. We exercise no temporal power even over 
our own members; we can only punish by excluding from our 
society and privile^s, and there is no occasion for meddling 
with anything outside of our own organizations. 

But though they fell, they left bright examples of courage 
and constancy and fidelity for us to imitate. They also, in that 
chivalrous regard for woman which they so preeminently dis- 
played, in a period of comparative barbarism, and when brute 
force triumphed, created and established that respect for woman 
to which the weaker sex from that day to this have been indebt- 
ed for their high position and preeminent usefulness. This 
12 
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great blessing is alone sufficient to merit the admiration and 
adulation of the good and virtuous. 

But this is not all. Speaking of the monumental effigies in 
the Temple Church in London, Addison says: "The tall and 
majestic figure between the two columns on the south-east side 
of the building, having a foliage ornament about the head, and 
the feet resting upon a lion, is the monumental effigy of William 
Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, Earl Marshall and Protector of 
England, during the minority of King Henry the Third, and 
one of the greatest of the warriors and statesmen who shine in 
English history. • i 

" When the armed Baron ^ came to the temple where King ■ 

John resided, to demand the liberties and laws of King Edward, 
he became surety for the performance of the king's promise to 
satisfy their demands. He was afterward deputed to inquire 
what those laws and liberties were, and after having received at 
Stamford the written demands of the Barons, he urged the king 
to satisfy them. Failing in this, he returned to Stamford to 
explain the king's denial, and tha Barons' war then broke out 
He afterwards accompanied King John to the Tower, and when 
the Barons entered London he was sent to announce the sub- 
mission of the king to their desires. Shortly afterward he 
attended King John to Runneymede, in company with Brother 
Amaric, the Master of the Temple, and at tlie earnest request of 
these two exalted personages, King John was at last induced to 
sign Magna Charta. 

"After the death of King John, Pembroke became guardian 
and protector of the young King Henry and of the kingdom. 
He confirmed, in the name of the youthful sovereign, Magna ^ 

Charta and the Charta Forestal ; and, as the great seal had been 
lost by King John, together with all his treasure, in the marshes 
of Lincolnshire, the deeds of confirmation were sealed with the 
seal of the Earl Marshall. He also extended the benefit of 
Magna. Charta to Ireland, and commanded all the sheriffs to read 
it publicly, at the county courts, and enforce its observance in 
every particular." 

Thus we see that we are largely indebted to these two famous 
Templars for the " Charter of Liherties,^^ that Charta which is 
the foundation on which this great nation as well as Great 
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Britain exists, which says " no freeman shall be taken, or impris- 
oned, or disseized, or outlawed, or banished, or anyways injured ; 
nor will we pass upon him, nor send upon him, unless by the 
legal judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land ;" and 
which says, " we will sell to no man, we will not deny or delay 
to any man, right or justice.'* 

In the Bill of Eights in the Constitution of Massachusetts we 
find almost the same language: "No subject shall be arrested, 
imprisoned, despoiled or deprived of his property, immunities 
or privileges, put out of the protection of the law, exiled, or 
deprived of his life, liberty or estate, but by the judgment of his 
peers, or the law of the land." Again, "he ought to obtain 
right and justice freely, and without being obliged to purchase 
it, completely and without denial, promptly and without delay, 
comformably to the laws." 

These are but samples. Suffice it to say, that Magna Charta 
was not only the "keystone of the English liberties," but the 
keystone of constitutional liberty throughout the world. It was 
a due appreciation of the value of these liberties which stimu- 
lated the American Revolutionists, and they are still most 
religiously preserved. 

If we bear full high advanced the banner of the order repre- 
senting the cross and rays of light, or the armored knight with 
lance in rest, rushing into battle; if we emblazon upon it that 
most touching of legends, "iVb/i nobis Dominey non nobis, sed 
tua nomine de glorianC^; if we do all this in admiring recogni- 
tion of the valor and constancy of those illustrious heroes of 
olden time, "whose matchless valor has shed undying lustre 
upon the name of Knight Templar,*' let us not forget that there 
are other monuments to their glory. Let us not forget that tht 
original charter of liberties, which became the foundation of all 
those civil institutions which underlie and make up American 
institutions, was finally secured by the influence of Amiric de 
St. Maur, Grand Preceptor of England, and his associate of the 
temple, the Earl of Pembroke. Nor let us forget the manifold 
blessings we owe to the high estate of woman. And now, when 
we are not called upon to fight, to preserve a religion which we 
trust is placed beyond the need of force for its protection, let us 
strive to emulate our ancient brethren \xx their chivalrous regard 
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of woman, to which we are indebted for so many humanizing 
influences; and in their services in preserving and perpetuating 
constitutional liberty throughout the world. 

At the close of the address, the Eminent Commander of 
Bristol Commandery, returned the thanks of his Command 
for the happy manner in which the ceremonies had been 
performed, and invited the Grand Officers to accept of an 
escort to the Banquet Hall, and partake of such refresh- 
ment as was there provided. 

The Grand Officers then returned to the Grand Asylum, 
and the R. E. Grand Commamder declared the Grand Com- 
mandery closed. 

AUest: ALFBED P. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Becorder. 



i 
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ANNUAL ASSEMBLY. 

October 27, 1871. 

The Sixty-First Annual Assembly of the Grand Com- 
mandery of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, was held in the Masonic 
Temple, in the City of Boston, on Friday, October 27th, 
A. D. 1871. 

Formed in due array, and opened the Grand Command- 
ery in ample form, at 2 o'clock, P. M. 



Grand Officers 

m 

R. E. Sir Benjamin Dean, . 

V. E. Sir William S. Shurtlefp, 

E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, 

E. Sir Charles A. Stott, 

E. Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, 

E. Sir Charles E. Powers, 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, 

E. Sir William Parkman, . 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, 

E. Sir Henry Chickering, . 

E. Sir William Sutton, 

E. Sir Stafford W. Razee, 

E. Sir James M. Pendleton, 

Sir Abraham A. Dame, 
Sir Edward L. Freeman, 
Sir Charles M. Avery, 

Sir Seranus Bowen, (acting) 

Pei'manent Members^ being 

Abraham A. Dame, 
Charles W. Moore, 
WiNSLOw Lewis, 
Willloi Sewall Gardner, 
William B. Blanding, 



Preaent. 

Grand Commander. 
Deputy Grand Commander. 
Grand Generalissimo. 
Grand Captain General 
Grand Prelate. 
Grand Senior Warden. 
Grand Junior Warden. 
Grand Treasurer. 
Grand Recorder. 
Grand Sword Bearer. 
Grand Standard Bearer. 
Grand Warder. 
Grand Captain of the Guards. 

Grand Lecturers. 

Grand Sentinel. 

past Grand Officers, 

Charles H. Titus, 
William W. Baker, 
John McClellan, 
William Ellison, 
Thomas A. Doyle. 



permanent members, 

Being Past Commanders of Siibordinate CommanderieSj and not elsewhere 

represented. 
John K. Hall, Wyzeman Marshall, 

William Sayward, S. J. M. Hosmbr, 
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G. C. Dame, George H. Marden, 

Samuel S. Ginnodo, George E. Stacy, 
A. Crawford Greene, Levi L. Webster, 

Spencer P. Read, Edwin J. Nightingale, 

Charles R. Dennis, Thomas Phillips, 

Zachariah L. Bicknell, Frederic J. Foss, 

Emerson Goddard, James C. Tucker, 

Seth C. Ames. 

Prayer was offered by the Grand Prelate, E. Sir Rev. 
John W. Dadmun. 

The records of the last Semi- Annual Assembly, arid three 
Special Assemblies having been printed and distributed, 
the reading was dispensed with. 

The R. E. Grand Commander submitted the following 
report on the 

GRAND FUND. 

ELEVENTH ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE GRAND FUND OF THE 
GRAND COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE 
ISLAND. 

In conformity with the provisions of Section Eleven, Article One, of tbe 
Constitution of the Graud Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, the undersigned, the Committee on said fund, herewith submit 
their annual Report for the year 1870 and 1871. 

The Fund consists of Cash deposited in Provident 

Institution for Savings in Boston, as per last report, $ 804 33 

Interest thereon to July, - - - - 40 70- $ 845 03 

Cash deposited in Five Cent Bank, as per last report, 3,874 21 

Interest thereon to October 11, - - - 146 08 

Deposited income on Stock, . . - . 402 10 

One-tenth annual receipts of Grand Commandery, - 256 73- 3,679 12 

34 Shares Market National Bank, . - . . 3,430 50 

15 Shares Mount Vernon National Bank, - - - 1,579 00 



$9,533 65 

Making the Fund this day, nine thousand five hundred thirty-three dol- 
lars and sixty-five cents. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Oraiid Commander, 
WTTJJAM PARKMAN, Grand Treasurer. 

ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, arand Becorder, 
Boston, October 27th, 1871. 
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The Grand Recorder reported that the records of Trinity 
Commandery, Natick Commandery, and Coeur de Lion Com- 
mandery, together with the Dispensations granted to each, 
were upon his desk for examination, and awaited the action 
of this Grand Body, and on motion it was 

Voted, That they be referred to a committee. 

Whereupon the R. E. Grand Commander appointed Sir 
E. T. Wilson, Sir Thomas A. Doyle and Sir David W. Crafts 
as such committee. 

On motion of E. Sir Charles A. Stott, the books and 
accounts of the Grand Treasurer and Recorder, were refer- 
red to the following Committee : 

Sir Nelson W. Aldrich, Sir E. Dana Bancroft and Sir 
Charles H. White, who subsequently submitted the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted. 

The Committee to whom was referred the accounts of the Treasurer for 
examination, have examined the same and find them correct, with proper 
vouchers for all expenditures. 

RECEIPTS. 

Cash to balance old account, .... $1,679 70 

" " Returns from Commanderies, - - - 1,863 00 

" Charters, four, 240 00 

Dispensations, three, .... 120 00 

Dividends on Stocks, - - - - 344 29 






$4,246 99 



EXPENDITURES. 

Rents, $ 210 00 

Salaries, 300 00 

Printing, 817 11 

Expenses and Travel Fees, ..... 735 14 

Banquet Annual Session, ..... 163 25 

Convention in February, - - - - - - 411 80 

Convention at Baltimore, ..... 268 15 

Donation for Charity, - - - - - - 100 00 

Grand Fund, 256 73 

$3,312 18 

Cash to new account - - - - - - 934 81 



NELSON W. ALDRICH, 

E. DANA BANCROFT, }• Committee. 

CHARLES H. WHITE, 



1 



$4,246 99 



Boston, October 27th, 1871. 
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FROPBRTT CONSISTS OF 


$8(»00 


2 aiiares Boylaton, 


26C0O 


3 Sliarea Atlantic, 


3,055 00 


30 " 2d National, - 


1.318 25 


14 " Rail Road, 


HW4 25 




3,689 75 


Cash, ' 



$1,134 50 Value above cost. $4,624 56 

The following reports of Grand Officers were submitted. 

REPORT OF GRAND-CAPTAIN GENERAL. 

To the R. E. Qrand Commander of the Grand Commandery of 
Mafsacbusefts and Rhode Island. 

Ab your rtpreeentative, I have visited the following Corn- 
man deriea: — 

March 24th, Sutton, of New Bedford ; 20th, SL John's of 
Providence; 31st, Woonsocket, of Woonsocket ; 22d, Milford, 
of Milford. April 6th, Worcester Connty, of Worcester ; 13tb, 
Hugh De Payena, of Melrose; 19th, Boston, of Boston. Ma 
10th, St Omer of South Boston, and it gives nie very grea 
pleasure to report that I was received with that courtesy am 
attention due your representative, and also as to the flourisliini 
condition of the several bodies that I have visited. 

My visit to Worcester Connty was upon Fast-day, and wa 
rendered more pleasant and agreeable from the fact, that Spring 
field Commandery were upon a "pilgrimage" t-o their siste 
Commandery; nfter marching through some of the principe 
streets, they were escorted to the apartments of Worceate 
County and bountifully refreshed ; during the evening the orde 
of the Temple was efl'ectively conferred by E. Commande 
Dean. 

My visits to all the bodies were pleasant and agreeable to m 
as an Lndividnal Sir Knight, as well as from the fact of m; 
being your representative, and I was received with that unbound 
ed hospitality which have ever characterized our noble order. 

In addition to the above regular visitations, I was presen 
with yourself and suite at the public installation of the officer 
of Palestine Commandery, Chelsea, Nov. 2d, and upon the eigh 
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teenth of the same month at the Constitution of William Park- 
man Commandery, and the installation of the officers. No"v. 
20th, 1870, I was present and assisted at the installation of the 
officers of St. Omer Commandery. 

September 19th, as a representative of this Grand Body, I 
attended the triennial assembly of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, at Baltimore. 

October 13th, I was present at the Constitution of South 
Shore Commandery. 

October 16th, I was present at the laying of corner stone of 
Post Office building, in the city of Boston. 

October 20th, attended the Constitution of Bristol Command- 
ery, at Mansfield. 

October 10th, I visited Haverhill Commandery, presided at 
their election, after which at the request of the E. C. elect, 
installed their officers. 

By invitation of the E. C. of Joseph Warren Commandery, I 
publicly installed their officers Wednesday evening, October 
25th. The ladies of the Sir Knights were present in full force 
to grace the occasion, and they together with the profuse dis- 
play of flowers, lent a charm to the ceremony I can assure you, 
and I came away with the feeling that Boston Highlands was a 
fit and proper place for a Commandery of Knight Templars. 

CHARLES A. STOTT, 

Grand Captain- General 



REPORT OP GRAND GENERALISSIMO. 

To the B. K Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Right Eminent Sir : — In the performance of your duty as 
required by the Constitution of this Grand Commandery, that 
you in person or by one of your council, shall visit and examine 
every subordinate Commandery, under dispensation, once in 
three months, and every chartered Commandery annually, and 
canse a report of the same to be made at the Annual Assembly 
of this Grand Commandery, you, on the 19th day of Novem- 
13 
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ber, A. D. 1870, assigned to me the following subordinate Com- 
manderies, viz: Winslow Lewis, Godfrey De Bouillon, Nar- 
ragansett, De Molay, Pilgrim, Palestine, Old Colony and Beth- 
any, with directions to visit and examine the same, and to 
report my doings at this time. 

The first visitation made under the aforegoing assignment 
was to Bethany Commandery, to wit, gn the 18th day of April, 
A. D. 1871. I was accompanied by E. Grand Captain General 
Charles A. Stott, whose acquaintance with the members of the 
Commandery rendered his presence particularly desirable, as by 
means thereof I was speedily made personally acquainted with 
a large proportion of those valiant knights. I found them 
earnest in their desire to promote the general interests of our 
institutions, and especially of their own individual body. Upon 
the day of the " grand visitation'' a contract had been completed 
for new and more desirable rooms, wherein to do their work. 
In fact, everything betokened great interest and prosperity. 
The work exemplified was upon the order of the Eed Cross, 
which, considering the want of a proper council chamber, was 
quite effectually done, after which an adjournment was had to 
the hotel, where a bountiful supper was provided and much 
enjoyed. 

On the 19th day of April, A. D. 1871, 1 visited Pilgrim Com- 
mandery. Work was upon the order of the Red Cross. To the 
regret of all, the genial and efficient Commander was confined 
to his house by severe illness — from which he has now happily 
recovered — and was, therefore, unable to be at the head of his 
Command. E. Sir William F. Salmon, at the request of the 
E. Commander, presided, and the order of the Red Cross was as 
well conferred as it has ever been my privilege to witness. Here 
I was informed it had always been the custom to have the ban- 
quet during the conferring of the order, and it was so given 
upon this occasion, adding much to the effectiveness of the 
work. 

In connection with other Masonic bodies of Lowell, Pilgrim 
Commandery had, at the time of my visitation, nearly finished 
a new Masonic temple, the better to meet the almost imperative, 
wants of the fraternity. With the new roonajs and. th^. energy 
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and ability here found we have a guaranty of the continued 
prosperity of Templar Masonry in the city of Lowell. 

May 18th, A. D. 1871, accompanied by E. Past Grand Gener- 
alissimo William B. Blanding and E. Grand Recorder, I visited 
Winslow Lewis Commandery. Work was here also upon the 
order of the Red Cross. A pleasing feature here noticed, was 
that every knight belonging to Winslow Lewis Commandery 
there present, was clothed in full regalia — a feature well worthy 
of more exa<3t imitation by many other bodies. After the com- 
pletion of the work we were handsomely entertained at a 
bounteous table, presided over by their large-hearted Com- 
mander in his usual inimitable manner. 

Monday, June 7th, A. D. 1871, accompanied by E. Sir William 
B. Blanding, E. Sir William Parkman, and E. Sir Charles E. 
Powers, I visited Palestine Commandery, where an interesting 
evening was passed in witnessing work both upon the order of 
the Temple and of Malta. The work upon the order of the 
Temple was rendered with an impressiveness that entitles the 
E. Commander and the officers of this body to great praise, 
which praise was freely accorded them by the visiting Sir 
Knights. The exemplification of the work upon the order of 
Malta was entitled to commendation for its accuracy. The 
number of Sir Knights present was very large, and here also 
almost every Sir Knight was clothed in full regalia. During 
the evening we were honored with the presence of M. E. Past 
Grand Master Charles H. Titus, which added much to the inter- 
est and pleasure of our visit, particularly in the after ceremonies 
at the banquet. Here everything is prosperous and promises 
continued usefulness. 

June 14th, A. D. 1871, accompanied by M. E. William W. 
Baker, Past Grand Master, I visited De Molay Commandery, 
where the work exemplified was upon the order of the Temple, 
and was rendered in a manner creditable even to De Molay 
Commandery. The interest of the occasion was enhanced by 
the j^resence, during a large portion of the work and during the 
banquet that followed, of the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
3,nd Sir Charles Levi Woodbury. 



100 PROCEEDDfOS OF THE ORAND COMMANDERT 

June 2l8t, A. D. 1871, I visited Godfrey De Bouillon Com- 
mandery, and there witnessed the conferring of the order of the 
Red Cross. There was a goodly number of Sir Knights present, 
and great interest was manifested in the welfare of the Com- 
mandery. A banquet followed. 

Monday, October 23d, A. D. 1871, I visited Narmgansett 
Commandery. I was accompanied by E. Sir James M. Pendle- 
ton, Past Commander of Calvary Commandery, and also of 
Narragansett. Work was upon the order of the Red Cross. 
The Commandery is in a healtliy condition, and its prospects 
good. It is a matter of great regret that the application of the 
Right Eminent in their behalf, for extension of jurisdiction, to 
the R. E. Grand Commander of Knights Templars in Connect- 
icut has not met with a favorable response. It would seem that 
the action of Masons in Rhode Island, in reference to Palmer 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, might well be imitated by the 
Templars of Connecticut. 

It has been my misfortune to be unable to visit Old Colony 
Commandery, although having made a considerable effort so to 
do. Nothing more, perhaps, need be said than that it illustrates 
the danger of procrastination, since in May last I made an 
arrangement to make the visitation in the fall, and- when I sig- 
nified my ability to make the same, it was found that by reason 
of the meetings of other Masonic bodies theretofore arranged, it 
would be impossible to assemble the Commandery. 

Thus ends the report of my doings under the assignment 
made, as heretofore stated. In addition to the duty performed 
thereunder, I was present with yourself and other Grand Officers 
at the constituting of William Parkman Commandery, Novem- 
ber 18th, A. D. 1870; and of Northampton Commandery, May 
12th, A. D. 1871 ; and of Bristol Commandery, October 20th, 
A. D. 1871. Such duty, however, having been performed under 
your eye, need not now b^ reported. 

On the 5th day of December, A. D. 1870, at the special 
request of E. Commander Spencer P. Read, I was present and 
presided at the election of the officers of St. John's Comnjand- 
ery and installed the officers, with the exception of Prelate. I 
was accompanied and assisted by E. Sir Thomas Phillips, Jr., 
and Sirs John P. Luther, C. D. Sellew and Joseph E. Spink, all 
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of Calvary Commandery. There was a large attendance of the 
members, there being one hundred and six votes cast. 

December 6th, A. D. 1870, I was present during the election 
of the officers of Calvary Commandery, and installed the officers 
elect, except Generalissimo, who was duly installed by the E. 
Commander Nelson W. Aldrich. I was attended by Sir Knights 
Arnold, Freeborn, Bowen and Brown, of St. John's Command- 
eiy, and was assisted by them in the performance of the duties 
of the occasion. 

May 24th, A. D. 1871, by special request of the R. E. Grand 
Commander, accompanied by E. Sir Levi L. Webster, I visited 
Bristol Commandery (U. D.) where the work upon the order of 
the Red Cross was exemplified. We found the records well 
kept, and a very great interest manifested in the welfare of this 
new body. Among their members is E. Past Commander Gin- 
nodo, whose great experience and well grounded knowledge of 
the ritual of our several orders, added to his interest in Bristol 
Commandery, enables him to render valuable service in perfect- 
ing the officers in the knowledge of their work. 

On Thursday, June 1st, A. D. 1871, accompanied by E. Sir 
Nelson W. Aldrich, Commander of Calvary Commandery, by 
special direction of the R. E. Grand Commander, I visited 
Jerusalem Commandery. Work exemplified was upon the order 
of the Red Cross, and was creditably rendered. Seven candi- 
dates were created and dubbed Knights of this illustrious order. 
There followed the usual banquet. While at Fitchburg I exam- 
ined the new rooms there being erected, and since finished, for 
the use of the different Masonic bodies, and found them well 
adapted to their intended use. This Commandery is full of life 
and vigor. 

October 3d, A. D. 1871, at the request of E. Sir Edward L. 
Freeman, Commander of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, I was 
present and presided at the election of the officers of that body, 
and installed the officers elect. Every elective officer was 
re-elected and every appointed officer was re-appointed, save 
one of the guards, a circumstance rarely happening in these 
days^ but when happening, evidencing duty well performed in 
the past, and guaranteeing its proper discharge in the future. 
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October 11th, A. D. 1871, by special direction of the R E. 
Grand Commander, I visited Saint Bernard Commandery. The 
order of Malta was conferred. I was accompanied by M. E. 
Past Grand Master Baker. Owing to the hour of meeting being 
7 o'clock P. M., instead of 7^ o'clock P. M., as I supposed it to 
be, I was unable to see enough of the work to form an intelligent 
opinion of its merits. After the closing of the Commandery, 
two hours were pleasantly passed at one of Saint Bernard's 
unique banquets. Here the cultivation of the social element is 
not neglected, and strong evidence is given of great reverence 
for the memory of Saint Bernard, as well as love and affection 
among the members of a Commandery named in his honor. 

In conclusion I am glad that I can again bear witness to the 
prosperity of the Commanderies that it has been my privilege 
to visit; that harmony and good-fellowship everywhere pre- 
vailed ; that not only new Commanderies have been created, but 
that the ranks of the commands existing at the beginning of the 
year have been filling up as fast as the good of the order 
requires, with valiant and magnanimous Knights, ever ready to 
display, protect and defend the banners of our order. 

N. VAN SLYCK, Grand Generalissimo, 



REPORT OF DEPUTY GRAND COMMANDER. 

Right Eminent Grand Commander. — I regret to have to 
report to you, that in consequence of severe and protracted ill- 
ness during the part of the past year set apart by me for making 
my official visitation, I have been able to visit but two of the five 
Commanderies assigned to me. I had hoped that the last year 
of my official connection with our Grand Commandery, might 
have been marked, at least, by a thorough discharge of my offi- 
cial duties, but such has not been my fortune. 

On the 8th day of June, I visited William Parkman Com- 
mandery, when I had the pleasure of witnessing a careful and 
highly commendable exemplification of the work. Whether 
the name this Commandery has adopted, has tended to inspire its 
members with zeal and endue them with all knightly virtues 
or the previous existence among them of those qualities of heart 
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and mind, that make the true Templar, led them to choose for 
their Commandery, a name that we have all long delighted to 
honor, I know not ; but this I do know, that some good influence 
has been at work with them, and made William Parkman 
Commandery in zeal, courtesy and all knightUness, an orn- 
ament and a credit to the parent body. 

On the evening of June 9th, I visited Newburyport Com- 
mandery, when I had occasion to witness and commend the 
work and drill of its officers and members. I was, as your rep- 
resentative, courteously received and entertained, and carried 
away with me a high appreciation of the character and Templar 
standing of this body, and especially of the knightly courtesy 
of its officers and members. 

I was unable in consequence of ill health, to attend the tri- 
ennial assembly of the General Grand Encampment of the 
United States, but was represented there by Past Grand Com- 
mander, W. W. Baker, who I feel assured physically, mentally, 
morally and socially, more than filled my place in the delegation. 

The St. Bernard, Calvary and Haverhill Commanderies were 
assigned to me, but for the reasons I have given, I was unable 
to visit them, and by your kindness and consideration, my 
duties in this respect were performed by others. 

So far as I have had an opportunity of observing, I find con- 
tinued prosperity attending our order, certainly in all outward 
and material things; of that spiritual, inner, real, prosperity that 
comes to our order from the growth in the hearts of individuals 
of those qualities that made the^^r^^ and should make the last 
Templars, we can only judge from the life and conduct of our 
companions as exhibited to the outer world, out of regalia. 

In taking leave of official position, (for henceforth I hope to 
be exempt from public duties in Masonic bodies, though I shall 
delight to attend their meetings and lend all the support I may 
to sustain and promote their real prosperity,) — in taking, I say, 
my leave of official position, my earnest wish (and I could hardly 
give utterance to a better one), is, that the actual, real, internal, 
prosperity of our order may keep pace with its apparent outward, 
material^ advance, 

WM, S, SHURTLEPP, D. 0. Commander. 
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REPORT OF GRAND RECORDER 

To the Orand Commandery of Knights Templars and Append- 
ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, 

I have the honor to report, that in continuing my efforts to pro- 
cure a complete copy of the printed proceedings of the several 
Oraud Commanderies, to be preseryed in the Archives of this 
Grand Body, I am more fully convinced of the usefulness and 
increasing value of such a collection. The subject has attracted 
the attention of eminent and distinguished Knights in other 
jurisdictions, as well as the custodians of Masonic Libraries, 
general and special. I have had many requests for copies of the 
proceedings of this Grand Commandery, which I am unable 
to furnish, and I would again ask for all spare copies of the 
years 1864, '65 and '66. 

To the Grand Commandery of Maryland, the youngest in the 
fraternity of kindred Grand Bodies, I gave a complete copy of 
our proceedings. Through the courtesy of E. Sir Josiah H. 
Drummond, of Portland, Me., E. Sir Robert P. Bo wen. Grand 
Commander of the Grand Commandery of Iowa, has secured a 
complete copy for his private library, said to be the second 
largest and most complete in the Northwest. I have also made 
up a set for delivery to the Congressional Library at the 
National Capitol; all pamphlets are there bound in uniform 
style, and preserved for use or reference, in a fire proof build- 
ing. This last I deem to be one of the most important deposits, 
not only on account of security from decay, but from the loca- 
tion, to which strangers, students and pilgrims from all quarters 
of the civilized globe can resort, and where they should find 
masonic literature, of this character at least, as accessible as is 
anti-masonic. 

During the year, I have caused to be properly made two 
Charters, one to Bristol Commandery at Mansfield, Mass., the 
other to South Shore Commandery at Weymouth, Mass. 

I also made Dispensations for Trinity Commandery at Hud- 
son, Mass., Natick Commandery at Natick, Mass., and Coeur 
de Lion Commandery at Charlestown, Mass. 

The reports of the several Grand Recorders and Committees 
on foreign correspondence, indicate prosperity and harmony 
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throughout the jurisdiction of their several Grand Bodies; 
they compliment or criticise the opinions and doings of this 
Grand Commandery with evident sincerity and courtesy; 
they also emulate its best examples, and thus show their readi- 
ness to learn wisdom by experience. May th^r prosperity be 
perpetual, and " their felicity immortal." 

The following table will show the date of the last copies 
received of the printed proceedings of the several Grand Oom- 
manderies in this office, together with the number of subordi- 
dinate Commanderies, the number created and the number of 
Knights in each jurisdiction ; it will also show, that we have 
nothing in the Archives from California or Canada, and have 
not heard during the year from Missouri, Minnesota, Texas or 
Wisconsin. 



GRAND COMMANDERY 


Date op 


No.Subor- 


No. Crea- 


No. of 


OP 


Last Assbmblt. 


dinateB. 


ted. 


Members. 


Aldbayna, 


December 12, 1870 


9 


18 


235 


Canada, 










Galifomia, . 










Georgia, 


May 24, 25, 1871 


8 


45 


361 


Gonneeticut, . 


March 21, 1871 


10 


89 


1218 


lUinaiSy .... 


October 25, 1870 


38 


311 


2197 


Indiana, 


April 4, 1871 


19 


195 


1086 


Iowa, .... 


October 18, 1870 


21 


149 


720 


Kansas, 


October 17, 18, 1870 


5 


21 


189 


Kentucky, 


July 12, 13, 1871 


11 


69 


587 


Louisian^a, 


February 17, 1871 


3 


16 


253 


Maine, .... 


May 3, 1871 


11 


124 


1117 


Maryland, . 


May 10, 1871 


5 


27 


449 


Massachusetts and R. L, 


October 27, 1871 


34 


577 


4266 


Minnesota, 


June 24, 1870 


6 


69 


*390 


Michigan, 


June 6, 7, 1871 


28 


no recap. 


1677 


Mississippi, . 


January 21, 1871 


7 


40 


214 


Missouri, 




14 




*507 


New Hampshire, . 


September 27, 1870 


9 


58 


781 


New Jersey, . 


September 12, 1871 


12 


214 


754 


New York, . 


October 11, 1870 


42 


687 


5212 


Ohio, .... 


September 13, 1870 


24 


244 


1764 


Fenrisyhania, 


June 13, 1871 


41 


733 


3910 


Tennessee, 


May 9, 10, 1871 


12 


95 


765 


Texas, .... 




7 




*218 


Vermont, 


June 13, 1871 


7 


35 


433 


Virginia, 


December 15,1870 


14 


36 


*681 


Wisconsin, 


• 








Totals, 


397 




29,934 



* As retamed last year. 

14 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE GBAKD COMMANDEBT 



Herewith I submit the following abstract of proceedings : 



Name of Commandert. 



1. Saint John'Mf . 

2. Boston^ . 
8. Nfitoburyport, 

4. Wcuhington^ . 

5. Worcester County^ 

6. Springfield^ . 

7. De MoLay^ 

8. Holy Sepidehre, 

9. Pilgrimy 

10. PcUestine, 

11. Ma/ard, 

12. Saint Bernard, 
18. Calvary, 
14 HaverhM, 

15. OW Ofc/iy, . 

16. Sutton, . 

17. Bethany, 

18. TTiTwitw Lewis, 

19. Jerusalem, 

20. 5w^A <20 Payens, 

21. /Sam< Om^, . 

22. Berkshire, 

23. Woonsocket, . 

24. ConnectictU Valley, 

25. Godfrey de BouUhm, 

26. «A?««pA TFarrew, . 

27. Narragansetl, 

28. William Parkman, 

29. 5mK . 

30. Northampton, 

31. South Shcyre, . 

32. TrinUy, (U. D.) . 
38. Naiiek, (U. D.) . 
34. Ci?^r <ie Xkw, ( ?/: 2>.) 



Tb^oZ Members, 
" Created, 
" Dimited, 
" Deceased, 
Suspended, 
Discharged, 
Expelled, 



u 
t< 



1 


1 


1 
1 


« 

3 


p 

1 

DQ 




1 




820 


88 


1 


461 


26 


19 


5 


6 


19 


58 


2 





1 








86 


14 


1 











168 


26 





5 








230 


39 


4 











800 


15 


3 


2 








167 


20 





3 








127 


20 


3 


1 


4 





184 


17 


29 


3 








151 


18 


8 


1 








81 


6 


9 


2 





1 


187 


22 


7 


2 








127 


8 


2 





3 





139 


22 


36 


3 








167 


8 





1 








118 


6 


2 











147 


14 


1 


1 








114 


23 


1 


1 








225 


31 


2 


3 








73 


12 


3 


1 


1 





62 


3 


1 








2 


76 


5 





2 








81 


9 


8 











79 


16 














76 


19 





1 








29 


2 














60 


19 














69 


52 














42 


30 














62 


19 
















21 














4266 












577 












140 


41 


14 


22 

• • • • 


























• • • • 


• • • • 



p. 

3 












1 






























: 



The duties of the olQ&ce have been arduous, but its labors 
have been lightened by the great courtesy of the K. E. Grand 
Commander, to whom I must thus oflBlcially express my regards, 
and though ceasing to work together as Commander and 
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Eecorder, I shall continue to esteem him as a genial and kindly 
Knight, of sincere and manly purpose. 

Pleasant also has been the toil, for it has been further light- 
ened by the uniform courtesy displayed by Eecorders and corre- 
spondents. Grand and Subordinate; by the officers, members 
and representatives of our Order, to all of whom my acknowl- 
edgements are due, and are thus returned. 

Fraternally Submitted, 

ALFKED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder, 



The R. E. Grand Conmiander then delivered the follow- 
ing 

ADDEESS. 

It will be remembered that at our last Annual Assembly I 
laid before you a quotation from South ey's Common Place Book, 
on the use of the words Sir Knight, which had been taken from 
Boswell's Malone. Since then I have been favored by Sir Knight 
Sereno D. Nickerson with the loan of the last named work, and 
thinking it of general interest to the fraternity, I now lay before 
you all I find m it relating to the same subject, excepting only 
that heretofore quoted : 

"/Sir Hugh, This is the first, of sundry instances in our 
poet, where a parson is called Sir, Upon which it may be 
obseryed, that anciently it was the common designation both of 
one in holy orders and a knight. Fuller, somewhere in his 
Church History, says, that anciently there were in England 
more sirs than knights ; and so lately as temp. W. & Mar. in a 
deposition in the Exchequer in a case of tythes, the witness 
speaking of the curate, whom he remembered, styles him Sir 
Giles. Vide Gibso7i's View of the State of the Churches of Door, 
Home-Lacy, (6c,, p, 36. Sir J, Hawkins, 

Sir is the designation of a Bachelor of Arts in the Univer- 
sities of Cambridge and Dublin ; bvit is there always annexed 
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to the saruame — Sir Evans, &c. In consequence, however, of 
this, all the inferior clergy in England were distinguished by 
this title aflBxed to their christian names for many centuries. 
Hence our author's Sir Hugh in the present play, Sir Topas, 
in Twelfth Night, Sir Oliver, in As You Like It, &c. In the 
register at Cheltenham, there is the following entry : " 1574, 
August 31, Sir John Evans, Curate of Cheltenham, buried." 
Malone, 

The question whether priests were formerly knights in con- 
sequence of being called Sir, still remains to be decided. Exam- 
ples that those of the lower class were so called are very numer- 
ous: and hence it may be fairly inferred that they at least were 
not knights, nor is there, perhaps, a single instance of the order 
of knighthood being conferred upon ecclesiastics of any degree. 

Having casually, however, met with a note in Dyer's Reports, 
which seems at first view not only to contain some authority 
for the custom of knighting priests by Abbots, in consequence 
of a charter granted to the Abbot of Reading for that purpose, 
but likewise the opinion of two learned judges, founded there- 
upon, that priests v^ere anciently knights, I have been induced 
to enter a little more fully upon this discussion, and to examine 
the validity of those opinions. The extract from Dyer, is a 
marginal note in p. 216, B., in the following words : — " Tin. 3 
Jac. Blanc le Roy Holcraft and Gibbons, cas Popham dit que il 
ad view un ancient charter grant al Abbot de Reading pur Roy 
d'Angliterre, a fair knight, sur que son conceit fuit que TAbbot 
fait, ecclesiastical persons, knights, d' illonque come a luy le 
nosmes de Sir John and Sir Will que est done al ascun Clerks 
a cest jour fuit derive quel opinion Coke, Attorney-General, 
applaud disont que fueront milites caBlestes et milites terrestres." 
It is proper to mention here that all the reports have been dili- 
gently searched for this case of Holcraft and Gibbons, in hopes 
of finding some further illustration, but without success. 

The charter then above mentioned appears upon further 
enquiry to have been the foundation charter of Reading Abbey, 
and to have been granted by Henry I, in 1125. The words of 
it referred to by Chief Justice Popham, and upon which he 
founded his opinion are as follows : — " Nee facit milites nisi in 
sacra veste Christi, in qua parvulos suscipere modeste caveat. 
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Maturos antem sen discretes tarn clericos quam laicos provide 
suscipiat/^ This passage is likewise cited by Selden in his notes 
upon Eadmer, p. 206, and to illustrate the word ^'clericos,^^ he 
refers to Mathew Paris for an account of a priest called John 
Gatesdene, who was created a knight by Henry III, but not 
until after he had resigned all his benefices, " as he ought to 
have done," says the historian, who, in another place relating 
the disgrace of Peter de Kivallis, Treasurer to Henry III, (see 
p. 405, edit. 1640,) has clearly shown how incompatible it was 
that the clergy should bear arms, as the profession of a knight 
required ; and as a further proof may be added the well known 
story related by the same historian, of Richard I. and the war- 
like Bishop of Beauvais. I conceive that the word '^ clericos ^^ 
refers to such of the clergy who should apply for the order of 
knighthood under the usual restriction of quitting their former 
profession ; and from Selden's note upon the passage it may be 
collected that this was his own opinion ; or it may possibly 
allude to those particular knights who were considered as relig- 
ious or ecclesiastical, such as the knights of the order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, &c., concerning whom see Ashmole^s Order 
of the Garter, pp. 49, 51. 

With respect to the custom of ecclesiastics conferring the 
order of knighthood, it certainly prevailed in this country before 
the conquest, as appears from Inqulplurs, and was extremely 
disliked by the Normans ; and therefore at a council held at 
Westminster in the third year of Henry I., it was ordained, 
" Ne Abbates faciant milites." See Eadnieri Hist. 68, and Sel- 
den's note, p. 207. However, it appears, that notwithstanding 
this prohibition, which may at the same time serve to show the 
great improbability that the order of knighthood was conferred 
upon ecclesiastics, some of the ceremonies at the creation of 
knights still continued to be performed by Abbots, as the taking 
the sword from the altar, &c., which may be seen at large in 
Selden's Titles of Honour, part ii. chap, v., and Dugd. Warnu. 
531 ; and accordingly this charter, which is dated twenty-three 
years after the council at Westminster, amongst other things 
directs the Abbot, ^'Nec facial milites nisi in sacra veste Christi,*' 
&c. Lord Coke's acquiescence in Popham's opinion is founded 
upon a similar misconception, and his quaint remark^ '^ que 
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fueront milites caelestes et milites terrestres," can only excite a 
smile. The marginal quotation from Fuller's Church History, 
b. vi. p. 352, " Moe Sirs than knights," referred to in a former 
note by Sir J. Hawkins, certainly means — "that these Sirs 
were not knights," and Fuller accounts for the title by suppos- 
ing them undergraduated priests. 

Before I dismiss this comment upon the opinions of the 
learned judges, I am bound to observe that Popham's opinion 
is also referred to, but in a very careless manner, in Godbold's 
Reports, p. 399, in these words : " Popham, once Chief Justice 
of this court, said that he had seen a commission directed unto 
a bishop to knight all the parsons within his diocese, and that 
was the cause that they were called Sir John, Sir Thomas, and 
so they continued to be called until the reign of Elizabeth." 
The idea of knighting all the parsons in a diocese is too ludi- 
crous to need a serious refutation ; and the inaccuracy of the 
assertion, that the title Sir lasted till the reign of Elizabeth, 
thereby implying that it then ceased, is suflBciently obvious, not 
only from the words of Popham in the other quotation, "que 
est done al aserms clerks cestjour,^^ but from the proof given by 
Sir John Hawkins of its existence at a much later period. 

Having thus, I trust, refuted the opinion that the title of 
Sir was given to priests in consequence of their being knights, 
I shall venture to account for it in another manner. This cus- 
tom, then, was most probably borrowed from the French, 
amongst whom the title Domnus is often appropriated to eccle- 
siastics, more particularly to the Benedictines, Carthusians, and 
Cistercians. It appears to have been originally a title of honor 
and respect, and was, perhaps, at first in this kingdom as in 
France, applied to particular orders, and became afterwards 
general as well among the secular as the regular clergy. The 
reason of preferring Domnus to Dominus was, that the latter 
belonged to the Supreme Being, and the other was considered 
as a subordinate title, according* to an old verse : 

**Ccelestem Dominum, terrestrem dicito Domnum." 

Hence, DoMy Damp, Dan, Sire, and lastly, Sir ; for authorities 
are not wanting to show that all these titles were given to 
ecclesiastics ; but I shall forbear to produce them, having, I 
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fear, already trespassed too far upon the reader's patience with 
this long note. Douce, 

" And sundry other Heathen nations had their Priests instead 
of Princes, as Kings to gouerne, as Presbiter John is at this 
present: and to this day the high Courts of Parliament in Eng- 
land do consist by ancient custome of calling to that honorable 
Court of the Lords spirituall and temporall, vnderstood by the 
Lords spirituall, the Archbishops and Bishops, as the most 
ancient inuested Barrens (and some of them Earles and others 
Graces) of this land, and therefore alwaies first in place next 
vnder our Soueraigne King, Queen e, Emperor and Empresse, 
Lord and Lady (for there is no difference of sexe in Kegall 
Maiesty). This being so, and that by the lawes Armoriall, 
Ciuill, and of armes, a Priest in his place in ciuill conuersation 
is alwayes before any Esquire, as being a Knights fellow by his 
holy orders : and the third of the three syrs, which only were 
in request of old (no Barron, Vicount, Earle nor Marquesse 
being then in yse) to wit. Sir King, Sir Knight, and Sir Priest; 
this word Dominus in Latine being a nowne substantive com- 
mon to them all, as Dominus mens Kex, Dominus mens Joab, 
Dominus Sacerdos : and afterwards when honors began to take 
their subordination one vnder another, and titles of princely 
dignity to be hereditarie to succeeding posterity (which hapned 
vpon the fall of the Romane Empire) then Dominus was in 
Latine applied to all noble and generous harts, euen from the 
King to the meanest Priest or temporall person of gentle bloud, 
coate-armor perfect, and ancetry. But Sir in English was 
restrained to these foure. Sir Knight, Sir Priest, Sir Graduate, 
and in common speech Sir Esquire : so as alwayes since dis- 
tinction of titles were. Sir Priest was euer the second. And, if 
a Priest or Graduate be a Doctor of Diuinity or Preacher 
allowed, then is his place before any ordinary Knight ; if higher 
aduanced and authorized, then doth his place allow him a con- 
gie with esteeme tx) be had of him accordingly. A Decacordon 
of Ten Quodliheticall Questions concerning Religion and State, 
(6c, Newly imprinted, 1602, p. 53. Todd," 

On the 19th of June, Sir Knight Thomas H. De Witt, Cap- 
tain General of Richmond Commandery, called upon me. It 
was a most agreeable call. The sight of his familiar face brought 
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back many pleasant reminiscences of the visits between the 
Command eries of Virginia and Massachusetts and Rhode Island ; 
and reminded us that Masonry was as much thicker than poli- 
tics as blood is thicker than water. At my invitation be 
accompanied me to Saint Omer Commandery and expressed 
himself much pleased with its work. 

On the evening of the 20th, I visited Calvary Commandery. 
With me were the Eminent Sirs James Henry Allen, Com- 
mander of Saint John's Commandery, and Eminent Sir Edward 
L. Freeman, Commander of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, and 
also Sir Knight De Witt. This Commandery had been assigned 
to the Very Eminent Sir William S. Shurtleff, but his engage- 
ments in his court prevented his attendance. I will not attempt 
to describe this visit — I should fail if I did. The attendance 
was so large, the interest in the proceedings so absorbing, and 
the pleasure at the concluding entertainment so great, that it 
will linger in the memory as a pleasant dream. 

On the next evening, having with me Past Grand Commander 
Charles W. Moore, Sir Knight De Witt and Eminent Sir John 
Dean, Commander of Worcester County Commandery, I visited 
Washington Commandery. This was also a most agreeable 
occasion. This Commandery continues to grow in prosperity. 
The work was excellent. Excelsior is its motto. The true 
spirit pervades it. I am sure this Grand Body will not regret 
the pains and expense expended in times past in giving it sup- 
port and encouragement. I also shall expect Washington Com- 
mandery, now in its days of prosperity, to aid the Grand 
Commandery to become self-sustaining, by the cheerful payment 
of the same fees the other Commanderies paid, while Washing- 
ton Commandery was making no return to the Grand funds. 

On the fourteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth days 
of August, I visited Berkshire, Connecticut Valley, Northamp- 
ton and Springfield Commanderies in the order in which I have 
given their names. I was desirous of visiting the Commander- 
ies in the western part of the state in person, and could only do 
so at this apparent unseasonable portion of the year. I was 
accompanied by my brother, John Dean, Eminent Commander 
of Worcester County Commandery. 
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Our visits were made agreeable by the kind attentions of the 
Sir Knights. To the Eminent Sir Knights Henry Chickering 
and George W. Ray, your representatives are particularly 
indebted for knightly courtesies and knightly hospitalities while 
at Pittsfield and Springfield. 

1 found Berkshire Commandery in a creditable condition, 
though it had done no work for some months. The same may 
be said of Connecticut Valley Commandery, though requiring 
some instruction regarding its work, which instruction was 
given. 

Northampton Commandery having no work, your represent- 
atives at the request of its Eminent Commander, spent the 
evening in rehearsing portions of the ritual and in instructing 
its various oflBcers. It was an agreeable and profitable inter- 
view. The zeal of its members and their desire to learn, will 
ensure for this body a successful career. 

Springfield Commandery is a live body. Though many of 
its officers were absent from the place, the work of the Temple 
was ably rendered. The work itself as you all know, differs from 
that now adopted. I speak of the energy, and spirit and taste 
displayed by Eminent Sir Knight Ray, and the Prelate, Sir 
Knight Reynolds, and the other officers and Sir Knights. 

On the 2d of October I consecrated the banner of William 
Parkman Commandery, in the presence of the Commandery 
and their wives and fidends. The proceedings will appear in 
the Recorder's minutes. 

On the thirteenth of October I constituted South Shore Com- 
mandery, and with the assistance of the Grand Captain -General, 
installed its officers, as will fully appear in the Recorder's min- 
utes. This Commandery starts into life with sixty-two charter 
members, and bids fair to become one of our best. 

On the twentieth of October I constituted Bristol Command- 
ery at Mansfield, and with the like assistance installed its offi- 
cers. No better evidence of the great prosperity of this body 
could be produced than the fact, at the laying of the corner 
15 
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stone of the Post OflBce, it appeared with fifty-six men in the 
ranks. 

On the fourteenth of October, I issued a dispensation to sixty- 
three petitioners for a new Commandery, to be located in the 
city of Charlestowu, and called Coeur de Lion Commandery. 
Of this Commandery I appointed Sirs George A. Marden, Emi- 
nent Commander, William H. Kent, Generalissimo, and William 
Patterson, Captain General. 

When the dispensation was first presented, it had the consent 
of Palestine Commandery only; I informed the petitioners 
that Boston and Chelsea both bordered on Charlestown and 
were equally near, and that all the Commanderies of Boston 
had the same territorial jurisdiction and were consequently 
equally near, and that therefore, they must have the consent of 
all the Commanderies* of Boston. This was done, and thus 
this new Commandery had to obtain the consent of seven Com- 
manderies before I could issue the dispensation. Her credentials 
are ample. Her officers are able, well tried and trusty, and her 
members sufficient for a full grown Commandery. She cannot 
but succeed. 

Finding it impossible to make official visits to Trinity and 
Natick Commanderies, I issued a special commission to E. Sir 
Alfred F. Chapman, Grand Recorder, whose report will be sub- 
mitted to you. 

To E. E, Benjamin Dean^ Grand Commander of the Grand 
Commandery of Knights T&mplars and the Appendant Orders 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Island: 

Having been honored by a commission from you, authorizing 
me to act as your Special Deputy in two special cases, I did on 
Thursday, October 5th instant, visit Trinity Commandery, 
located at Hudson, Massachusetts. 

The first assembly of that body was held, March 23d, 1871, 
and from that time to the date of my visit, they have held fifteen 
assemblies, regular and special. 

The Order of the Eed Cross has been conferred therein on 
sixteen candidates, and the Order of the Temple on thirteen. 
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The Records have been well kept, and show that the average 
attendance at each assembly has been 19^ of the number of 
petitioners for the Dispensation, to wit, 33. On the occasion 
of my visit, thirty-two Knights were in line in full Templar 
Regalia ; and the roll of attendance shows a representation from 
seven different towns. Altogether I was much pleased with the 
appearance and condition of the Commandery. The work per- 
formed was on the order of the Red Cross, and was a commend- 
able exhibition. This body needs only to continue in well doing 
to be a credit to itself and an honor to the authority which 
established it. 

On Wednesday, October 18tli instant, I visited Natick Com- 
mandery, at Natick, Massachusetts. The first assembly of that 
* body was held April 20th, 1871, and they have held to date of 
visitation, sixteen assemblies, regular and special, 

The Order of the Red Cross has been conferred therein on 
nine candidates, and the Order of the Temple on four. 

The records have been well kept and show an average attend- 
ance at each assembly, of 11^ of the number of petitioners for 
the Dispensation, to wit, 16. 

The work on the occasion of my visit, was on the Order of 
the Temple, and was very creditably rendered ; it was also very 
coiTect, according to that adopted by our Grand Commandery. 

The jurisdiction of this Commandery must necessarily be 
somewhat limited, but the location is a good and growing one, 
and, if the Knights composing this body continue to maintain 
the reputation established by thena in other grades of masonry, 
they will honorably bear the character of Knights Templars. 

I have the honor to be your most obedient servant, 



Boston, October 21, 1871. 



ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Special Deputy. 



The matter of dispensations for parades has been a very dif- 
ficult subject. And now, after having brought it before you 
and received at your hands full authority to control them, at 
the end of six months I have to present, I fear, not a very 
satisfactory record. 



# 
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The first application was from Eminent Sir Stephen S. 
Bradford, in behalf of Old Colony Commandery. That Com- 
raandery had for a number of years made an annual parade 
somewhere in the town, and they desired to continue the prac- 
tice. It seemed a simple request, yet upon a statement of my 
views, that the authority belonged to the Grand Commander, 
and was confirmed by this Grand Body, not simply that every 
Subordinate should as a matter of mere form apply for and 
receive a dispensation ; nor that the power should be exercised 
partially; and that if I authorized his Commandery to appear 
in puhlic for a mere parade, I should have to grant the same 
privilege to every other Commandery, and thus the vote of this 
Grand Commandery would become idle words, he ceased to 
press the application. « 

Application was made by Calvary and Woonsocket Command- 
eries, to celebrate St. John's Day, and was granted on the 
ground, that it was in accordance with ancient masonic usage. 
The celebration was postponed to July 7th, on account of the 
weather. 

Authority was also given to De Molay and Sutton Command- 
eries, to go to Nantucket to act as escort to the Grand Lodge 
at the celebration of the Centennial Anniversary of Union 
Lodge, and they paraded in Boston, New Bedford and Nan- 
tucket. 

I also gave a dispensation to Bethany Commandery to receive 
in public, DeWitt Clinton Commandery of Portsmouth, N. H., 
on its visit to Lawrence, on the 23d and 24th of June. 

I next received the following letter : — 

Worcester, Mass., June 24, 1871. 

To the Hon. Benjamin Dean^ — 27ie Right Eminent Grand Gomnuinder of 
Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders of Masmchusetts and Rhode 
Island : 

Right Eminent Sir and Brother : — As there was a vote passed at 
the last semi-annual meeting of the Grand Commandery relative to the 
Knights of this jurisdiction appearing on public parade in regalia of the 
order without a dispensation empowering them so to do, (the ^xact form 
of the resolve I 4o not now recollect,) and being desirous to sustain U^e 
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laws and ancient landmarks of the order, I write to ask for a dispensa- 
tion for so many of the Sir Knights of Worcester County Commandery 
as may wish to accept an invitation that has been extended to them by 
the Springfield Commandery, of Springfield, Mass., to make a part of 
their number on an excursion to Saratoga, Lake George, etc., on or about 
the 11th of July. An early reply will oblige. 

Yours fraternally, JOHN DEAN, 

Em. Com. of Worcester Co. Commandery of Knights Templars. 

This letter called forth the following : 

Boston, June 27, 1871. 
To John Dearly Eminent Commander of Worcester Co. Commandery : 

Eminent Sir : — I am in receipt of your communication of the 24th 
instant, requesting a dispensation that members of your Commandery 
may accompany Springfield Commandery on a trip to Saratoga. It 
grieves me to refuse any request the granting of which would add to the 
happiness of any; but I cannot accede to your request. These objectless 
excursions are doing more evil to the Fraternity than any other thing. 
To permit such an .excursion would be to disregard not only my own 
convictions, but the expressed will of the Grand Commandery. 

Acting upon the information contained in your application, I have 
addressed a letter of like import with this. 

Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 



Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Wiode Island. 

Office of the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., June 27, 1871. 

To Oeo. W. Bay, Eminent Commander of Springfield Commandery : 

Eminent Sir : — ^My Brother, Eminent Commander of Worcester County 
Commandery, has applied to me for a dispensation, that the members of 
his Commandery may accompany Springfield Commandery on an excur- 
sion to Saratoga. You of course are aware that the Grand Commandery 
forbade, at its last communication, all appearances as Commanderies 
in public, except for the burial of a deceased Templar, unless by a dispen- 
sation from the Grand Commander. No Commandery has a right by 
virtue of its charter to do any thing except those things authorized by it, 
and it must do those things in the place where located by the Grand 
Commandery, X should not have thought it possible for you to go with- 
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out a dispensation, and would therefore not have written this had not 
another Commandery neglected its duty. I shall, by the mail which 
receives this, refuse to Worcester County Commandery, or its members, 
the right to appear in regalia on any excarsion to Saratoga. 

Tours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 



Springfield, Mass., June 28, 1871. 

Dear Bro. Dean : — Commander Ray has just shown me this letter 
from you- In justice to him I should say that he did not nor did I know 
that the Grand Commandery had passed the vote that you allude to. It 
must have passed during half an hour's absence of mine. I have had no 
knowledge of the proposed excursion except through the papers, and 
have not advised at all in the matter. If the vote is as direct and manda- 
tory as you state, of course no dispensation can be granted, but if there 
w any power left in you to grant a dispensation, I would do it. You 
know that my views coincide with yours about public displays, &c. I 
write this to exonerate Companion Ray from all blame. Companion Ray 
will explain to you about the excursion. 

Fraternally yours, 

8HURTLEFF. 

Learning that some of the members of this body were acting 
as if in ignorance of its doings, I issued the following letter: 

Orand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Mdssa- 

ehusetts and Bhode Island. 

Office of the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., June 30, 1871. 

To our several Gommanderies^ and to all Knights Templars toithin our 
jurisdiction. 

At the last Semi-Annual Assembly of our Grand Commandery, the 
following Resolution was adopted : 

^^Besdved, That no subordinate Commandery, within the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, has any 
right to appear in public parades in Templar Costume, without first 
obtaining a Dispensation from the Grand Commander, except to attend 
masonic funerals." 

This was but a repetition, in the form of a resolution by the Grand 
Commapdery, of the Common Masonic Law applicable to the subject. 
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Each Oommandery is chartered for specific purposes, and any departure 
from, or the doing of, things not authorized by its Charter, is without 
right or authority. 

This letter is sent because some Commanderies are acting in apparent 
ignorance of this law, and that no such excuse shall hereafter exist. 

Your Commander calls upon you all to comply with cheerfulness to the 
letter and spirit of the foregoing Resolution, and to abstain from request- 
ing a Dispensation except for some purpose within the legitimate objects 
and purposes of the Masonic Institutions. 

What are such legitimate objects and purposes? Surely not street 
parades, nor journeys for pleasure from city to city, or from town to 
town. Our Institutions were founded and are maintained for nobler 
purposes. 

Founded upon the Christian religion, they encourage severer and more 
solemn duties, and teach us more serious lessons. Let us all then, with 
one accord, join in preserving its character. Let it not become degraded 
into a society for personal gratification, nor by public and objectless 
parades advertise it to the world as such. Let us rather adhere to the 
true object and purposes of the Orders, stimulate each other in every true 
masonic duty, ** that our light may so shine before men, that they, seeing 
our good works, may glorify our Father which art in Heaven." 

I am sure that I need but call each true Knight's attention to his duty. 

He will then recognize the fact that the Grand Commander's duty is to 

administer in his ofl&ce according to well-recognized masonic principles, 

and only to grant Dispensations to appear on occasions justified by such 

principles. 

Respectfully and fraternally, 

BENJAMIN DEAN, Grand Commander. 

Immediately after this, I was waited upon by the Commanders 
of Springfield and Boston Commanderies, who urged with cour- 
teous zeal, yet with great zeal, their claims for dispensations, 
the one to go to Saratoga, and the other to New York, New- 
burg, Albany, &c. I explained to them the difficulty of giving 
dispensations for mere excursions and parades, having nothing 
to do with the objects and purposes of our institution, and that 
if I yielded to one I must to another. I also argued that the 
authority was vested in me to exercise according to Masonic 
law and Masonic principles, and that I had no right to permit 
chartered organizations to travel outside entirely of the objects 
and purposes of their organization. 

I finally yielded, as you know, on the ground that before or in 
ignorance of your vote, they had fully committed themselves to 
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the excursions and had incurred expense and obligations therein. 
I at first decided to refuse, and recommend this Grand Com- 
mandery to pay all expenses incurred ; but when I discoyered 
that their cases could be stated so as not to be precedents for 
the future, I could not longer resist the appeals of proud-spirited 
men so committed to projects that to be compelled to retract 
would involve a sense of humiliation. The following letters 
tell what subsequently took place : — 

Office of Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., July Ist, 1871. 
Oeo, W. Bay^ Eminent Commander of Springfield Commandery : 

Eminent Sir: — Since your interview with me for tlie purpose of 
obtaining a dispensation for your Commandery to visit Saratoga, I have 
given the matter renewed consideration, and write in fulfilment of my 
promise to do so if I found it possible to comply with your request, 
urged with zeal but also with knightly courtesy. 

My judgment as strongly as ever condemns public parades of Masonic 
bodies as a growing evil that must be stopped. There is no warrant for 
them except in those cases where they must take place in order that we 
may perform our duties. They are unknown to Masonry except in its 
modem history in this country. 

You inform me that while in ignorance of the resolution of the Grand 
Commandery you have engaged your rooms and band, and arranged for 
an exchange of public military courtesies with the Commandery located 
at Saratoga. I yield my judgment in this instance because of the peculiar 
circumstances of the case, and of the great disappointment of the members 
of your Commandery at being unable to fulfill their engagements. 

I do it also with the statement that it is not to be taken as a precedent 
for any other cases. So long as I remain in my present office, I will only 
grant dispensations for public parades of Templars in Templar costume 
on well recognized Masonic occasions. This is an exception to the rule, 
because of the facts to which I have alluded, and because I have myself 
neglected to give that notice which would have kept you from making 
any of the engagements I have alluded to. 

There being insufficient time for you to prepare and send to me a writ- 
ten application, I treat your personal application as sufficient. 

You and your Commandery are hereby authorized to visit, as a body, 
Saratoga, and for that purpose to appear in Templar costume on that 
occasion at such times as your discretion may dictate. 

Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

BENJAMIN DEAN, Grand Commander. 
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Springfield, Mass., July 4, 1871. 

Benjamin Dean^ Grand Command£T of the Appendant Orders of Ma88a4^hu- 
setts and Rhode Island. 

Eminent Sir : — Your esteemecl favor of the 1st camedtily to Imhd, and 
was a very happy surprise. I had expected, from tlie conversation I had 
with you, that we should be obliged to forego our contemplated excursion. 
I had come, home with the full determination to abide by tJie law^ however 
disappointed we might be, and had called a meeting of my Commandei*y 
for Monday night, July 3d, to sustain me in my views, although I must 
candidly confess, it took me some time to see the matter in the right light, 
for the simple reason I was an inteiested party, but after due considera- 
tion I saw my duty in the premises very plain. I had some doubts about 
my being able to convince the Knights in my Commandery of their duty, 
for you well know how difficult it is to make two or three hundred men 
think as you do, when they are to be deprived of what they call their 
rights. I received your communication Sunday, but kept it a secret, 
being determiTied to see for myself how willing my Commandery would 
be to obey the laws and regulations of the Grand Commandery and the 
orders and wishes of the Grand Commander. Of the final result I had 
no doubt, so at the meeting of Springfield Commandery, held at their 
Asylum Monday night, July 3d, 1871, I recommended that they should 
pass a vote not to appear in public parade for any purpose, without first 
obtaining a dispensation from the Grand Commander. This motion was 
passed by an unanimous vote of nearly one hundred Knights. This was 
done wi^ui the knowledge of your communication, and I assure you I 
felt proud and happy to find them so ready and willing to do their duty 
under such peculiar circumstances. 

I am thus explicit, to show you that we intend to do right and sustain 
our good name and reeord oi forty-one years' standing. 

They also passed a unanimous vote of thanks to Grand Commander 
Benjamin Dean, for his favorable consideration of their request. 

And now, Eminent Sir, please accept my gratitude and thanks for your 
kindness and courtesy in granting this dispensation to myself and Com- 
mandery. 

Tours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

GEORGE W. RAY, Em. Commander. 
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Office of the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., July 3, 1871. 

John Dean, Eminent Commander of Worcester Co. Commandery : 

Dear Brother : — Since you were here by giving full eflect to the fact 
that Springfield Commnndery had made their arrangements and incurred 
liabilities in ignorance of the vote of the Grand Commandery, I have 
been induce<l to grant them a dispensation to visit Saratoga. Conse- 
quently menibers of your Commandery will be at liberty to join them. 

Yours sincerely, 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 



Boston, Mass., July 3, 1871. 

To Benjamin Dean^ Esq. , JR. E. Gfrand Comm/inder of the Orand Command- 
ery of Massachusetts and RJiode Island. 

Right Eminent Soi and Brother : — I am in receipt of your circular 
letter of June 30th, and heartily respond to its sentiment, still, I am under 
the necessity of applying to you for a dispensation, to enable Boston 
Commandery to make a pilgrimage to New York and Albany, returning 
by way of Fitchburg. It has long been the desire of the members of my 
Commandery to take an excursion of this kind, and before the vote, (a 
copy of which is in your circular letter,) was passed by the Grand Com- 
mandery, a committee of Boston Commandery had been appointed for 
that purpose with full powers, and had committed us to it. So .you see 
that all the proceedings of my Commandery are founded upon action 
taken before any action of the Grand Commandery. In fact, it was gen- 
erally understood before your address at the Annual Assembly, on the 
21st of June, that Boston Commandery voted unanimously in favor of the 
excursion for which I ask a dispensation. I trust you will consider our 
case as ante-dating the action of the Grand Commandery, and grant us a 
dispensation even though it should otherwise conflict with your views. 

In conclusion, let me say, that Boston Commandery has in all time 'paxt, 
and her desire is in all time to come^ to prove herself worthy to be called 
true and loyal. 

Fraternally yours, 

WILLIAM SAYWARD, 

Em. Commander Boston Commandery. 
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Office of Grand Commander, 

B08TON, Mass., July 3, 1871. 

Wni. Siii/wardy Eminent Connnander of Boaton Comniandery. 

Dear Brother : — I am in receipt of your application for dispensation 
for your Comniandery to visit New York and Albany, and to return by 
the way of Fitchburg. 

I assure you it has been difficult to reconcile my opinions of my duty 
with your desires. It can only be done by taking the view of the case as 
stated in your communication. You had initiated proceedings, and had 
appointed a committee, and were fully committed to an excursion before 
the action of the Grand Commandery upon the subject. 

For that reason only I am persuaded to accede to your request. It is 
not to be a precedent beyond the facts of your case. 

You with your Commandery are at liberty to visit the places above 
named, and to appear in public in Templar costume for that purpose, 
on such occasions as your discretion may dictate. 

Yotu's in the bonds of Knighthood, 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 

Upon application I gave a dispensation to Jerusalem Com- 
mandery to turn out and receive and escort and entertain 
Boston Commandery at Fitcliburg upon its return from its 
excursion. This followed of necessity from the giving of the 
original dispensation. I thought it right, having given the 
Boston Commandery authority to make the excursion, that I 
should do all I could to make it a success, and I commended 
Jerusalem Commandery for its enterprise in welcoming and 
entertaining her fellow Templars. 

I also gave a dispensation authorizing members of Worcester 
County Commandery to join and march in the ranks of Jeru- 
salem Commandery on that occasion. 

Hugh de Payens Commandery having, two years ago, upon 
a pilgrimage to the State of Maine, been very hospitably enter- 
tained by Trinity Commandery, of Augusta, and Trinity Com- 
mandery being about to return the visit, I gave a dispensation 
to Hugh de Payens to receive them. I also authorized by dis^p 
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pensation the Eminent Commander of Palestine Commandery, 
to permit the members of the latter Gommandery to join and 
march in the ranks of Hugh de Payens. This was on the 28th 
of September. I also gave a similar dispensation to Hayerhill 
Gommandery. 

St Paul's Gommandery, of Dover, N. H., having formerly visi- 
ted Haverhill, and been liberally entertained, they now sent an 
urgent and polite invitation to their friends, the Sir Enights of 
Haverhill, to partake of their hospitality at Dover, a short 
march in costume being a part of the programme. 

Prior to this I had some correspondence with the Eminent 
Gommander of Haverhill Gommandery, which I will now lay 
before you. The knightly conduct of Eminent Gommander 
Messer therein, made it a pleasant privilege to give him the dis- 
pensation, as an assurance that by an unintentional breach of 
law he had not lost the confidence of the Grand Gommandery. 

Office of Grand Gommandbb, 

Boston, Mass., July 3, 1871. 
To Carlos P. Messer ^ Eminent Commander of Haverhill Commandery: ' 

Eminent Sib : — I learn that you with your Gommandery, without a 
dispensation having been obtained therefor, on the twenty-third day of 
June, passed through Boston in Templar costume with a band of music, 
and tliat in the same costume you visited Portland, in the State of Maine. 
This is to command and require you forthwith to make return to me of 
your doings in the premises, and to state the reasons why you have dis- 
regarded the requirements of the Grand Commandery. 

You and your Commandery are also commanded and enjoined from 
doing any work or business except such as may be necessary to comply 
with this order, until our further orders. 

Fraternally yours, 

BENJ. DEA.N, Grand Commander. 

Haverhill, Mass., July 5, 1871. 

BigJit Eminent Benjamin Dean^ Chrand Commander of the Oraitd Gom- 
mandery of Ma,8sachusetts and Bhode Island. 

Sir: — I have the honor to say in reply to your communication of July 
3d, in relation to the action of Haverhill Commandery in observing the 
annual Afasonic festival, June ^th; the Commandery, by a vote of its 
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members, visited Portland, Maine, by way of Boston, June 22d and 33d, 
in full Templar costume. 1 did not know of the law, and had no knowl- 
edge of the late edict of the Grand body in relation to procuring a dispen- 
sation for parading on that Masonic holiday. 

I received by the same mail with your letter, an edict of the Grand 
Commandery, dated June 30th, in relation to aU parades (except funerals) 
of subordinate bodies. Had I received it a little sooner I should most 
cheerfully complied with its provisions. 

I think we have never asked for a dispensation to Celebrate this event 
before, consequently I did not think it necessary this time ; and hoping 
this explanation will be satisfactory, 

I have the honor to he truly and fraternally yours, 

0. P. MESSER, 

Eminent Commander Haverhill Commandery. 

Office of the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Mass., July 7, 1871. 
To Carlos P. Meaner ^ Eminent Commander ffaverTiiU Commandery, 

Eminent Sir : — I am in receipt of your communication of the 5th inst. 
in reply to my requisition and injunction of the 3d instant. Though 
your defence is not a good one, I shall treat it as such. You were igno- 
rant of the action of the Grand Commandery upon the subject of public 
Templar displays. Yet my predecessor had called the attention of the 
Grand Commandery to it, and at the Annual Assembly I had announced 
the doctrine that they were illegal, and that announcement had been pub- 
lished and the address containing it had been referred to a committee, 
and the address had been sent to you. It came regularly before the body 
at the Semi-Annual Assembly, and there acted upon, as stated in my cir- 
cular letter, which circular letter was written because of the action of 
your Commandery. The Resolution was not in force by virtue of that 
letter but of its own intrinsic power. It needed no such letter to give it 
force, and all are bound to know what takes place at our assemblies. 
Now I desire to call your attention to the fact that your Commandery is 
too frequently not represented at the meetings of the Grand Body. We 
are in need of the presence of all our members at our Assemblies. We 
need the aid and counsel of all. Your Commandery is an important body 
of Templars. Its numbers are large, and its example of much weight. 

I know the practice has been as you state, and when our subordinates 
were few and such excursions infrequent they were tolerated ; but now 
the subordinates are so numerous that it is necessary such excursions 
should be regulated by the Grand Commander. 

The answer you have given is hereby declared satisfactory, and the 
injunction restraining your worl^ aftd business is hereby fully reyofeed, 
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You will, however, caime both of my communications to be read to your 
Command, and cau»e them to be recorded at length on your records, and 
send to me a certified copy thereof. 

Yours in the bonds of Knighthood, 

BENJAMIN DEAN. Grand Commander. 

IlAVEiiniLL, July 10, 1871. 
Ititjht KmineiU licnjunun Dcun^ Graml Comnuuider^ <fec. 

Siu : — I have the honor to acknowledge yours of the 7th inst. , and will 
have your orders of July 7th and 3d, promulgated at the stated meeting 
of the Commandery in September, before which time we have no assem- 
bly. Do you desire a certified copy in full of those orders, or simply a 
certificate of their having been placed upon the records of the Com- 
mandery. 

Truly and fraternally youre, 

C. P. MESSER, Eminent Commander 

Haverhill Commandery. 

I am compelled now to call your attention to a case, strange- 
ly in contrast with the knightly course of Eminent Sir Knights 
Ray and Messer. 

Sir Knight, Dana Z. Smith, Captain-General of Winslow 
Lewis Commandery, on the 24th or 25th of August, called upon 
me and represented that a committee of Winslow Lewis Com- 
mandery, had made arrangements for a public parade in Lynn, 
and an excursion to Gloucester, and had engaged a hand for that 
purpose ; that E. Commander Sutton had said it would be all 
right, and they supposed he had obtained or would obtain a dis- 
pensation. I explained how impossible it would be to give a 
dispensation in such a case ; that I had been as liberal as possi- 
ble in inaugurating the policy of discountenancing such dis- 
plays. I explained the cases of Boston and Springfield Com- 
manderies, as well as the others; but this was the merest 
pleasure excursion in the world, and all they had done was with 
a full knowledge of the action of this body and in disregard of 
it. Upon being still importuned, I told him I could only act 
upon a written application from his Commander, to which I 
would reply in writing, which would save discussion and enable 
m^ correctly to present the case to the Grand Commandery. 
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On the evening of the 28th I left the city, to be absent a few 
days. Upon my return I found the following letter : 

Providence, R I., August 31, 1871. 

Dear Sir : — I received a dispatch from William Sutton, E. C, which I 
enclose you, and in reply telegraphed that you were in Newport; that they 
might parade. I also wrote him in substance, saying that I did not think 
I had under the circumstances any power, but that I did not doubt the 
propriety of the request, or your compliance with it if you could be 
reached. His telegram was, as you see, quite bare, but I presumed it had 
something to do with a Masonic funeral, in which I have since been con- 
firmed by noticing that such a funeral took place. 

Hoping that you will ratify what I have done, 

I am yours respectfully, 

N. VAN SLYCK. 
To R. E, Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander. 

The dispatch was as follows : — 

Dean is away. Please give Winslow Lewis Commandery leave to 
parade in public to-morrow. Direct answer to Salem. 

WILLIAM SUTTON, E. CJommander. 

Now, though I thought I knew that the Grand Generalissimo 
was mistaken as to the occasion of the request, yet, desirous 
that there should be no opportunity for a conflict between any 
subordinate and this Grand Body, I immediately wrote and sent 
the following letter : 

Boston, Sept. 1, 1871. 

WHMam 8utton, Eminent Gomma^nder of Winslow Lewis Commandery. 

Dear Brother: — ^I have received a letter from the R. E. Nicholas Van 
Slyck, informing me that he had by telegraph authorized you to parade 
with your Commandery. From my knowledge of the matter I do not 
think I should have given a dispensation. Still I cannot but confirm what 
my subordinate has done from the best of intentions, especially as he will 
no doubt have to bear the burdens of office for the next year. I hasten, 
therefore, to give you the necessary authority, as I know you would regret 
taking any step without it. You and your Commandery are therefore 
authorized to appear in public this day in Lynn and elsewhere, as requested. 

Yours fraternally, 

BENJAMIN DEAN, Grand Commander. 
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I afterwards received anthcntic information that, before the 
reception of the dispatch of the Grand Generalissimo, Winslow 
Ijcwis Commandery — being in session, against the protest of 
their E. Commander and Generalissimo and other loyal Knights, 
and in defiance of the vote of this body, and in a spirit of direct 
and determined insubordination — voted to make the contem- 
plated excursion. The insubordinate members, then under the 
command of Sir Dana Z. Smith, the Captain-General, in full 
costume, with banner and music, marched to the depot to take 
the cars to Lynn. At the depot they learned that the dispatch 
for E. Commander Sutton had arrived. It was opened in his 
absence and read. They then continued their journey, parading 
in Lynn and Nahant. At the latter place they took the steamer 
for Gloucester. They paraded on the thirty-first of August in 
Salem, Lynn, Nahant and Gloucester ; and on the first of Sep- 
tember in Gloucester, Rockport and Salem. E. Commander 
Sutton joined them and took command at Gloucester, then, for 
the first time, exercising the authority conferred upon him. 

My first impulse upon receiving this information was to sus- 
pend Winslow Lewis Commandery, but, upon reflection and 
conference with the Grand Master of Templars in the United 
States, I adopted a milder course and issued the following order : 



Orand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island. 

Office of the Grand Commander. 

To Sir William Sutton, Eminent Commander cf Winslow Lewis Com- 
mandery, Sir Dana Z. Smith, Captain- Oenera>l of said Commandery, and 
to all tJie Commanderies and Knight Templars within our jurisdiction : 

Greeting. 

Sir Dana Z. Smith having, without a Dispensation from the Grand 
Commander, and against the advice of his superior officers, paraded with 
said "Winslow Lewis" Commandery, and in command thereof — said 
Commandery being in Templar Costume — in Salem, Lynn and elsewhere, 
it is hereby ordered : 

That said Sir Dana Z. Smith be deposed from the office aforesaid of 
Captain General of Winslow Lewis Commandery, and he is hereby deposed 
therefi?om. 
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It i$ further Ordei-ed, That Sir Dana Z. Smith shall not exercise any of 
the rights and privileges of a Knight Templar until after the Annual 
Assembly of our Grand Commandery in October next. 

It is further Ordered, That until after said Assembly of our Grand Com- 
mandery, no Commandery shall permit said Dana Z. Smith to visit or 
enter its Council Chamber or Asylum. 

It is further Ordered, That this order be read at the head of each Com- 
mandery within our jurisdiction, and spread upon the records thereof. 

All Eminent Commanders, Officers and Members of our several Com- 
manderies will take due notice hereof, and see this order duly executed. 

Given under my hand and Seal of our Grand Commandery, this ninth 
day of September, A. D. 1871, at the City of Boston, and Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts. 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 

The facte are now before you. Our institution cannot exist, 
if proper discipline is not maintained. It is for you so to deal 
with this case, as to prevent the recurrence of any similar 
instance in the future. 

I know you will be astonished when I tell you, that notwith- 
standing the attempt to confine public parades within some 
reasonable limit,there has been so much of it during the past six 
months. One reason may be, that we have never before had 
any knowledge as to the amount of it. There have been, irre- 
spective of the displays incident to laying of the corner stone of 
the new Post Office, and the travel to and from Boston on that 
occasion, public parades in Boston, Lawrence, Haverhill, Salem, 
Lynn, Nahant, Gloucester, Rockport, Charlestown, Melrose, 
Fitchburg, New Bedford, Nantucket, Proyidence, Woonsocket 
and Springfield within our own jurisdiction, and in some of 
these places a number of times. Also, by our Commanderies 
in New York, Newburg, Albany, Saratoga, in the state of New 
York, in Portland, Maine, and in Dover, New Hampshire. 

Though the record is startling, I think the practice will 
diminish, and that the labors of yonr Commander will not 
prove fruitless. All now know that no parade in public can take 
place without a dispensation ; and I have ruled, that (except to 
fulfil previous engagements), iio dispensation shall be granted for 
a mere parade, unconnected with any masonic object. They 

17 
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cannot continue with the frequency of the past, without bring- 
ing the institution into contempt. 

The Grand Encampment of the United States placed the 
whole matter of public parades, within the control of the Grand 
Commandory. 

I think that no Commaudery should go from one Siite to 
another, without a dispensation from the Grand Commander of 
each State. If now called upon to act I shall so rule, and I 
have no doubt, that will become the established rtile. 

I duly received the following, which I now submit to you : 

Head-guarterB Qrand Commandery of Knights Templars^ State of Georgia. 

Macon, Georgia, June 20, A. D. 1871, A. O. 753. 

Eminent Sir Alfred F. Chapman^ Knight Templar^ Orand Recorder ^ Boston^ 
Mass, 

Dear Frater: — I am directed by our Right Eminent Grand Com- 
mander, George 8. Obear, to ascertain if the Grand Commandery of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island would like to establish a representation, 
as he is desirous of a reciprocation by the appointment of Grand Repre- 
sentatives. Should your Grand Commandery approve of such appoint- 
ments, please name some worthy Sir Knight in your jurisdiction, to be 
appointed Grand Representative for Georgia, near the Grand Command- 
ery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and a commission will be for- 
warded at once. If your pleasure, one will be suggested for Georgia. 

Yours with knightly courtesy, 

CHAS. R. ARMSTRONG, Grand Recorder. 



The general subject came before the Grand Encampment at 
its last session, which enacted that State Grand Commanderies 
should not exchange representatives with foreign Encampments, 
but it was understood and stated throughout the discussion, 
that there was no objection to representatives between State 
Grand Commanderies. 

From the Grand Commandery of Maryland, I have received 
the following official letter: 
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Asylum op Grand Commandery Knights Templars op Maryland, 

Baltimore, March 30th, 1871. 

To all True and Courteous Knights of our Order, be it known, That 
the Grand Commandery of Maryland was constituted on the 33d day of 
January, A. D. 1871, A. O. 753, by authority of Sir William Sewall 
Gardner, Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United States 
of America, and the said Grand Commandery of Maryland, being desirous 
of cultivating a relationship with the sister Grand Commanderies, do 
Courteously and Fraternally request the Grand Commandery of Massa- 
chusetts, to acknowledge and correspond with the Grand Commandery 
of Maryland. 

With Knightly Regards, 

FRANK I. KUGLER, 

Grand Jtecorder. 

I received the following letter ; 

Asylum op Calvary Commandery, 

Providence, R. I., Sept. 11, 1871. 

Bight Eminent Benjamin Dean, Chand Commander, <&e. 

Dear Sir : — One of our members (E. Sir Knight Doyle) at our last reg- 
ular meeting applied to us for a dimit, stating in his communication that 
he had on the previous evening been admitted to membership in Saint 
John's Commandery. 

Query. Should he have sent an official certificate from the Recorder of 
Saint John's, verifying the fact ? or could or should we claim an official 
request from Saint John's, asking us to relinquish jurisdiction ? 

My own impressions are that both the questions should be answered in 
the negative. However, the rights of Commanderies over members, or 
rather their duty in parting with members, is not very clearly defined. I 
supposed the matter was entirely within the control of the Commandery, 
a simple request being all that was necessary for their action, which might 
be taken independently of the applicant's relation to any other Command- 
ery. Is this right ? 

Yours fraternally, 

NELSON W. ALDRICH, 

Eminent Commandei*. 
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I returned the following reply : 

Boston, Sept. 13, 1871. 
NeUoti W, Aldrichy Hhnitient Cornmamler qf Calvary Commandery. 

Deau Bkotiibu;: — I am in receipt of your communication of the 11th 
instant with reference to the withdrawal of Sir Knight from your Com- 
mandery. The only irregularity I notice is the action of Saint John's 
Commandery in making Sir Knight Doyle a member while he Ib a mem- 
ber of Calvary Commandery. No Sir Knight can be a member of two 
Commanderies at the same time, and any action of Saint John's Com- 
mandery, before Sir Knight Doyle has ceased to belong to Calvary Com- 
mandery, is void. As to the rest, it is with your Commandery ; it can do 
in the premises what it sees fit. If Sir Knight Doyle applies for a dimit 
Calvary Commandery can grant it, wither without reasons on either hand. 

Yours fratenially, 

BENJ. DEAN, Grand Commander. 

A similar decision was given by M. E. Henry L. Palmer, 
while Grand Master of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. 

Nothing is more obvious than the inconsistency of active 
membership in two Commanderies at the same time. A Knight 
so situated might, by the simple black ball, stop the work in 
either body, to its prejudice. He might be tried for the same 
offence in both bodies : one might acquit and the other convict. 
These tests show the inadmissibility of any other doctrine. 

My attention has been called to a common misapprehension 
among the brethren, regarding the jurisdiction of Command- 
eries, within the city of Boston, over rejected candidates. There 
being no positive constitutional provision on the subject, it is 
not unfrequently argued that a candidate rejected in one Com- 
mandery may apply to any other having the same jurisdiction. 
This is not so; and the question arises whether it ought not to 
be established by a constitutional enactment 

I notice also that the provisions relating to the obtaining of 
dimits in order to be enrolled into another Commandery, were 
omitted — probably from inadvertence — from the Constitution 
when last adopted in a new draft. This is a subject for your 
consideration. 
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On the fourth of October I issued the following order : 

Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and Appendant Orders of Mdssa- 

ohusetts and Rhode Island, 

Office of the Grand Commandeb, 

Boston, Mass., October 4, 1871. 

To aU the Subordinate Commanderies within our jurisdiction^ Greeting': 

WhereaSy Most Worshipful William Bewail Gardner, Grand Master of 
Masons in Massachusetts, has accepted an invitation to lay, with Masonic 
Ceremonies, the Corner Stone of the new United States Post Office, in the 
City of Boston, on the 16th instant, in the presence of the President of the 
United States and Officers of his Cabinet, the Governor of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts, and the Mayor of the City of Boston, and has 
requested of me a Templar Escort, which request appears to me a fit and 
proper one to be granted,— 

It is hereby Ordered^ That our several Commanderies assemble on Mon- 
day, the 16th day of October instant, in full Templar Costume, on the 
Tremont Street Mall of Boston Common, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
and report to E. Sir Charles Adams Stott, Grand Captain General, who 
will have command of the lines. 

It is further Ordered, That Boston Commandery be detailed as Body 
Guard to the Grand Lodge, and report to M. W. W. S. Gardner, Grand 
Master, at the hour aforesaid. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, Grand Commander. 

Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, Grand Commander. 

I have since the event referred t<), issued the following gene- 
ral order of thanks : — 

Gband Commandery op Knights Templars and Appendant Orders 

OF Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

Office op the Grand Commander, 

Boston, Oct. 17, 1871. 
To aU the Commanderies and Knights Templars vrithin our jurisdiction : — 

In behalf of the Grand Commandery, the Grand Commander hereby 
extends most cordial and sincere thanks to the following named Com- 
manderies, and the members thereof, for the prompt alacrity with which 
they responded to his order that they appear and act as escort to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts on the 16th.instant, on the occasion of laying, with 
Masonic ceremonies, the corner stone of the new post office in Boston, 
namely : 

Saint John, Boston, (detailed special duty), Newburyport, Washington, 
Worcester County, Springfield, De Molay, Holy Sepulchre, Pilgrim, Pal- 
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estino, Milfonl, Calvary, Haverhill, Old Colony, Sutton, Bethany, Jerusa- 
lem, Hugh I)e Paycns, Saint Omer, Woonsocket, Connecticut Valley, 
Godfrey Do Bouillon, Joseph Warren, Narragansett, William Parkman, 
South Shore, Bristol (U. D.), Trinity (U. D.), Natick (U. D.) 

The Grand Conunandcr hereby communicates the following vote of 
thanks received by him from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts : — 

lit^ved. That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to the Right 
Eminent Sir Benjamin Dean, Grand Commander of Templars in Massa- 
chusetts and Uhode Island, for the brilliant escort furnished by the several 
Commander ies under his command to the Grand Lodge this day, and for 
the imposing character thus given to the Masonic portion of the proces- 
sion. 

The Grand Commander could not excuse himself if he permitted this 
occtision to pass without extending his own thanks to the Very Eminent 
Sir Charles Adams Stott and Eminent Sir Horace Daniels for their effi- 
cient services during the day. He congratulates you upon the splendor 
of your appearance, which received the warm commendations of the 
President of the United States, of the other Federal, State and Municipal 
authorities, and of all beholders. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, 

Grand Commander. 

Attest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Becorder, 



The manifestations of a desire to appear in public, which have 
occupied so much of your attention to-day, led me, in comply- 
ing with the wishes of the Grand Master, to make the order so 
extended. I desired the brethren to see that occasions are sure 
to arise for legitimate display, when we can have the further 
enjoyment of meeting all the brethren of the Chivalry of the 
Temple, gathered under the same banner, and return encouraged 
and inspired to our severer duties. 

The sixteenth of October, 1871, is a day to be remembered 
with pride ; not only because we were such a host arrayed in 
silver and velvet and gold, with gorgeous banners and martial 
music, as was never before presented by any single jurisdiction ; 
but because we there discharged a duty to Ancient Craft Masonry 
the foundation of all our Masonic institutions. In supporting 
her and assisting her to maintain her true supremacy among 
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the civic societies of the world, we support ourselves and enhance 
our own importance. 

Where is the other society that like ours, while pursuing the 
even tenor of its way within the seclusion of its lodge room or 
asylum, is so often invited forth to take a part in public affairs, 
not as a matter of mere display, to swell processions, but to dis- 
charge a time honored custom, descended to us from our ancient 
brethren. 

As we marched from the Common, near three thousand of us, 
in close proximity to the old Masonic Temple, I could not help 
comparing the present, with one period of our past history. 
Then as the brethren laid the corner stone of their own Temple, 
angry and scowling faces followed them, and the owners of the 
angry and scowling faces, with memorandum books and pencils 
in hand, wrote down the names of the actors, for execution and 
vengeance. 

Now, an admiring and happy people crowd to encourage us 
as we escort the Grand Master who is to lay the corner stone of 
a magnificent public edifice, with the assistance of the President 
of the United States, in the presence of the highest officers of 
the Nation, State and City. But a short time before, the mon- 
ument of the Soldiers and Sailors had been inaugurated with 
similar ceremonies, and our brethren of New York had recently 
in like manner laid the corner stone of the capitol of that state. 

This feature of real supremacy above all other societies, I 
think we should cultivate by all the aid in our power 

I duly received the following:^ 

Boston, Oct. 13, 1871. 
a, E. Sir Bn^amin Dean^ Grand Commander, 

SiK Knight : — At a meeting of Saint Bernard Commandery, held on 
Wednesday eve, Oct. 11th, the order from the Grand Body was duly read 
and referred to a committee. In behalf of that committee I would state, 
that the matter of parade has been duly considered, and as the By-Laws 
of St. Bernard Commandery require, that in all public parades its mem- 
bers shall appear mounted; and as much time would be necessary in order 
to perfect the required arrangements, I would in behalf of the committee 
request that Saint Bernard Commandery be excused from appearing in 
public on Monday next, on the occasion of laying the comer stone of the* 
government Post Office. 

Yours with Knightly Regard, 

F. LYMAN WINSHIP, J^the Committee. 
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For the reasons contairied in the foregoing commanieation, 
I excused St Bernard Commandery, its By-Laws having been 
approved by this Grand Body. Winslow Lewis Commandery 
I placed under the discretion of its Commander, said Com- 
mandery having exhibited signs of insubordination, I deemed it 
best that the Commander should have authority to forbid its 
appearing in public. 

I have received the following application, which is submitted 
for your consideration : 

Qrand Council of R. and S. Masters op Ontario, 

Toronto, Oct 19, 1871. 

Sir Knight Bet^amin Dean, Mo9t Eminent Grand Commander of Massachusetts and 

Bhode Isiand. 

Dear Sir and Most Eminent Frater : — I am instructed by the Most 
Puissant Grand Master of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters 
of Ontario to respectfully inform you that at a convention, composed of 
the representatives of the several councils of Royal and Select Masters 
meeting in Ontario, held at Toronto on the third of August, 1871, a Grand 
Council was duly formed ; and that we claim jurisdiction over the degrees 
of Royal, Select, and Super Excellent Masters, and the Red Cross or 
Babylonish Pass, for the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. (Proceedings 
are forwarded herewith.) In reference to the Province of Quebec, I may 
remark that we were particularly requested to take jurisdiction over that 
Province by Illustrious Companions from Quebec, present at the conven- 
tion. 

Being thus formed, we hope for the friendly recognition of other Grand 
Bodies, and also their kind assistance. May I, therefore, ask you to be 
good enough to aid us in our labors by supplying me with a copy of the 
Red Cross work, as we are very anxious that our Councils should have 
the correct work. 

With the kindest fraternal regards, I am, my dear sir and Most Emi 
nent Frater, 

Yours fraternally, 

DANIEL SPRY, 18« R. P. Deputy Grand Master. 



I lay before you the following oi'der. I have just received it, 
or I should myself have taken action upon it: 
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[Order No. 1.] 

Grand Encampment op Knights Templars for the United States 

OF America. 

Sir J. Q. A. FELLOWS, M. E. Grand Master. 

To aU i?ie Grand Commanders of our State Grand Commanderiea^ and the Com- 
manders of CommandeiHes holding their Charters immediately from our Grand 
Encampment^GREETING : 

Whereas^ since the adjournment of our Grand Encampment and the 
separation of its members from the Triennial Session at Baltimore the 
latter part of the present month, a most wide-spread and desolating calam- 
ity has befallen the citizens and the Sir Knights of Chicago, whose great 
city in a few short hours was laid low in the ashes. 

This great affl^ion has rendered thousands upon thousands homeless, 
and destitute. The affluent of yesterday are penniless to-day. 

The hungry must be fed, the naked clothed, and the wounded heart 
bound up by sympathizing friends, whose property has been spared these, 
terrible ravages. No sudden eftbrt like that of the destroyer will do, but 
a persistent, united one, through the cold winter before us, must be had, 
that suffering may be relieved, sorrow abated, and hope and courage 
revived, till, like Phoenix, the city, the wonder of the west and of the 
world, shall arise and be able to take care of her own children, and place 
them beyond immediate want. 

The officers named herein, immediately upon the receipt of this order, 
will take such measures as to them may seem best for the relief of the 
sufferers, and remit all collections speedily to Sir Vincent L. Hurlbut, M. 
D., Grand Generalissimo, G. E., Chicago, 111. This order has been delayed, 
owing to the fact that neither of the Grand Officers had returned to their 
homes or been able to get in communication with each other. 

Done at New Orleans, Louisiana, this 14th day of October, A. D., One 
thousand Eight hundred and Seventy-one. 

By the grand MASTER. 

Attest my hand and the Seal of our Grand Encampment, at Iowa City 
Iowa, October 14th, A. 0. 753. 

THEODORE S. PARVIN, 

Grand Mecorder, 
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I will not take your time to give a description of the wonder- 
ful pageant, on the occasion of the Triennial meeting of the 
Grand Encampment at Baltimore. It is enough to say that 
there were about 5,000 Templars with their elegant costumes, 
banners and bands of music in line at one time ; that the Gom- 
manderies had their several headquarters, some of which were 
elaborately decorated ; and music and sumptuous tables attended 
the arrival of their guests from all parts of the nation ; and 
that the wives and daughters of the brethren by their presence, 
added grace and dignity to all the entertainments. 

Throughout all this, however, the Grand Encampment con- 
tinued its labors, and your representatives by their attendance 
could but sparingly join in the pleasures that were open to all. 

The matter of most interest to you was the motion of the R. 
E. James Hutchinson, of Rhode Island, who proposed a resolu- 
tion to repeal that provision of the Constitution of the Grand 
Encampment, which recognizes this Grand Commandery as 
having jurisdiction over the two States of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island. This I opposed, representing that the Com- 
manderies of Rhode Island were opposed to the breaking up of 
this venerable Grand Body, and that I had as yet not learned 
that any except a few, and those confined to one Commandery, 
were desirous of the change ; and that the R. E. Sir Knight 
Hutchinson was the only ostensible active worker in its favor. 
This the R. E. Sir Knight denied, stating that what he had done 
he had done at the request of others. I seized upon the occa- 
sion to show how intimately connected the two States were: 
that Holy Sepulchre and Woon socket Commanderies were 
composed of members residing, some in one, and some in the 
other State ; and that I personally knew that five of the six 
Commanderies were opposed to the division ; and that I didn't 
believe that the other favored it. In my efforts I was earnestly 
seconded by the V. E. Sir N. Van Slyck, at whose motion the 
whole subject was indefinitely postponed. 

And thus ends another causeless attempt to stir up discord 
and create a disruption of this ancient Commandery. I say 
causeless, because there is no reason for the division,. There is 
no injustice done by one State to the other. Never did a Sir 
Knight fail of election because he was from Rhode Island, and 
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I know of elections because the candidates were from Rhode 
Island. There is no reason for and no desire for the change. 
This persistent and continued agitation must have its origin in 
bad blood and evil disposition. It is a studied liostility to this 
Grand Commandery. It now stands proudly at the liead of all 
the Templar organizations in the country. It ranks them all. 
It takes its stand at the head of every procession, and as all 
delight in the antiquity of the institution, its precedence gives 
pleas,ure. Shall it take its stand at the foot? Every Grand 
Commandery dates from its organization. Divided, and we 
shall for the first time have a Grand Commandery from Massa- 
chusetts and for the first time a Grand Commandery from R. 
I. At the late procession in Baltimore, Pennsylvania claiming 
to be the oldest body on the continent, had to take her stand 
according to the date of her charter. I trust we shall hear no 
more of this hostility from those who have received nothing 
but kindness at our hands. 

I intended to lay before you, a statement of all things done 
by the Grand Encampment, and had the promise of the Grand 
Recorder of a copy of all important proceedings, but they have 
not arrived. One resolution is of importance, as bearing upon 
the question just discussed, because it decided that political divi- 
sions had no effect upon the jurisdiction of Grand Commander- 
ies. It recognized the Grand Commandery of Virginia, as hav- 
ing jurisdiction over the States of Virginia and West Virginia. 

With this assembly, my official relations with this Grand 
Body cease. I have received much honor at your hands. The 
many years I have, by your kind suffrages, held various offices, 
have been happy ones. They will laden my future life with 
pleasant memories. For all this, from my heart I thank you. 
The office has not been a sinecure. I would neglect a duty if 
I failed at this time to recognize the valuable assistance of my 
associates. The ill health and public duties of Judge William 
S. Shurtleff, the V. E. D. G. C, devolved a share of his labors 
upon the others. They have been cheerfully performed. When- 
ever called upon to do any duty, the V. E. Sirs Van Slyck and 
Stott, have responded with alacrity and ability, and I now 
thank them publicly, as I have often privately. 
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Our institution cultivates true affection, esteem and confi- 
dence betwceo men. This is its charm. Our Masonic and 
Knightly friendships are most valuable. For your friendship 
and esteem, I thank you ; your kindness has won mine over 
and over again. Este perpelua 

One word more ; I came near forgetting in my haste to com- 
plete this report, our Grand Sentinel, Eben Flagg Gay. 
Apiwinted by the R.E. Winslow Lewis when Grand Master, he 
has continued to discharge his duties in an unapproachable 
manner. This morning he called and told me he could be 
Grand Sentinel no longer. It will be difficult to tind his equal. 



On motion of E, Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun, aa amended 
by Sir John Eldred, the address was referred to commit- 
tees as follows : 

1, So much as rcktts to Winslow Lewis Commandery, and the sus- 
pension of Sir Dana Z. Smith, to Sir E. Dana Bancroft, Sir Daniel E. 
Chase, Sir Edward L, Freeman, to report at this Session, 

3. So much as relates to Constitutional Amendments, to Si: 
Moore, Sir George E. Stacy and Sir William B. Blanding. 



3. So much as relates to the communication of the Oranc 
Royal and Select Masters of Ontario, to Sir William 8. Gard 
liam Sayward and Sir Abraham A. Dame. 

4. Bo much as relates to Order No. 1 , of J. Q. A. Pellowa, I 
ter of the Grand Encampment of the United States, to Sir 
Doyle, Sir John Eldred and Sir George W. Ray. 

6. So much as relates to the appointment of representati 
this Grand Commandery, to Sir W. W. Baker, Sir John A, 
Caleb Saunders. 

6. That the remainder of the address together with re 
otherGrandOfflcers, be referred to Sir William Ellison, Sir] 
gale and Sir Carlos P. Messer. 



The Committee on Charters and Dispensatioc 
ted the following report : 
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To the Ghrand Commandery of MaasachvMtts and Rhode Island. 

The Committee on Charters and Dispensations, make this report. 

That they find the records of Trinity Commandery U. D. to be in pro- 
per form, and they therefore recommend that a Charter be granted to the 
body, and the Dispensation continue in force until the Commandery be 
Constituted. The Commandery has adopted a code of By-Laws, but omit- 
ted to send them with their book of records. The Committee therefore 
recommend, that the Commandery be required to report their By-Laws 
for approval, at the semi-annual session of the Grand Commandery in 
May next. 

Natick Commandery, U. D. and Coeur de Lion Commandery, U. D., 
do not desire to be chartered at this session, and the Committee there- 
fore recommend that their Dispensations be continued in force until the 
next session of this Grand Body. 

The Committee submit the proper resolutions, and recommend their 
passage. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. T. WILSON, ) 

THOS. A. DOYLE, [ Coinmittee. 

D. W. CRAFTS, ) 

Boston, October 27th, 1871. 

JResolved^ That a Charter be and is hereby granted to Trinity Command- 
ery U. D., at Hudson. 

Besdvedy That the Dispensation granted to Trinity Commandery, be 
continued in full force until said Commandery be constituted. 

Resolved, That Trinity Commandery be and is hereby directed to report 
their code of by-laws to this Grand Commandery for approval, at its semi- 
annual session in May next. 

Resolvedy. That the Dispensations issued to Natick Commandery, at 
Natick, and Coeur de Lion Commandery, at Charlestown, be and they 
are hereby continued in full force until the semi-annual session of this 
Grand Commandery, in May next. 

On motion it was 

Yoted, That the report be accepted and the resolutions adopted. 

The B. Grand Recorder submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That this Grand Commandery extends fraternal greetings to the 
Grand Commandery of Maryland, and welcomes that body as a peer 
among the Grand Commanderies of the United States of America. 

On motion the resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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On motion of Sir John Eldred, it was 

Voted, That tlic Qrand Recorder be authorized to purchase a Fire Proof 
Safe, suitable for the preservation of the Archives of this Grand Com- 
mandery. 

On motion it was 

Votedf That the resolution offered at the Semi- Annual Assembly, (see 
foot of page 47)» be adopted. 

V. E. Sir William S. ShurtleflF oflFered the following reso- 
lution : 

WTiereas^ Templarism is an Institution founded upon the Christian 
religion and the practice of the Christian virtues, and 

Whereas^ Temperance is one of the chief Christian virtues, and is 
enjoined upon us by the Christian religion, and 

Whereas, The spreading indiscriminately before the companions who 
assemble at the banquets customary in our order, wines and intoxicating 
liquors may tempt to excess and intemperance. 

Be U therefore Beeolved, That henceforth, no wines or intoxicating 
liquors shall be furnished, or permitted to be introduced at any banquet 
given by this Grand Body. 

On motion it was 

Voted, That the preamble and resolution be adopted. 

Sir Rev. Charles H. Titus, Chairman of Committee, sub- 
mitted the following report : 



In Grand Commandbry, October 27th, 1871. 

The Committee to whom was referred the address of the 
Right Eminent Grand Commander, delivered at the Semi- 
Annual Assembly of the Grand Commandery in May last, 
would respectfully report : 

They congratulate the Grand Commandery on the informe^- 
tion given, and the eminent ability manifested in the address, 
but find no call for action on the part of the Grand Command- 
ery; the principal recommendation embraced in the address, 
relating to the restoration of the sum of flye dollars, the amount 
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formerly received from subordinates for each candidate, instead 
of three dollars as now amended, having already been brought 
before the Grand Commandery in the proposed amendment, 
offered by Past Grand Master, Right Eminent Sir William 
Ellison. 

There is also pending a resolution, offered by the same Right 
Eminent Sir Knight, which covers the order recommended by 
the Grand Commander, in relation to manuscripts of the ritual, 
or any part thereof, that may be in possession of Commanderies 
or individual Sir Knights. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES H. TITUS, ) 

A. A. DAME, >• Committee. 

WM. S. SHURTLEPP, ) 

The resolution offered at the Semi-Annual Assembly, 
proposing to amend Section 6, Article 2, of the Constitu- 
tion, (see page 63), was taken up for consideration. 

On motion it was 

Voted^ That the iBsolution be rejected. 

On motion of Sir Charles H. Titus, it was 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, with full powers, to 
obtain an engraved portrait of M. E. Sir William Bewail Gardiner, and 
that copies of the same be furnished the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, to accompany the proceedings of that 
body for the past three years. 

The R. E. Grand Commander appointed the following Sir 
Knights as that committer. 

Sir Charles H. Titus, Sir C. W. Moore and Sir Winslow 
Lewis. 

The Committee No. 4, on Grand Commander's address^ 
submitted the following report : 
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To the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

The Committee to whom was referred so ranch of the ad- 
dress of the R E. Grand Commander delivered this day, as 
relates to Order No. 1, of the Grand Master of Templars of the 
United States, concerning the relief of the Templars in Chicago, 
who have lost their property by the late disastrous conflagration 
in that city, make this their report. 

The Committee find upon enquiring, that many of the subor- 
dinates of this Grand Body have already contributed for the 
purpose contemplated in the order under consideration, and 
that the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island has ordered 
a general contribution for the same purpose, to be made by all 
the Masons within his jurisdiction ; they therefore deem it 
inexpedient for this Grand Body to make any order upon its 
subordinates, in reference to the relief of the brethren in Chi- 
cago, but they deem it proper for this Grand Body to make an 
appropriation from its funds, and they therefore recommend 
the passage of the accompanying resolution. 

EespectfuUy submitted, 

THOS. A. DOYLE, 

GEORGE W. RAY, \ Oommittee. 

JOHN ELDRED, 

Besolvedy That the sum of five hundred dollars be and the same is hereby 
appropriated for the relief of our suffering f raters in Chicago. 

On motion it was 

Voiedj That the report be accepted and the resolution adopted. 

On. motion of Sir Abraham A. Dame, it was 

Voted J That the sum of one hundred dollars be donated to the family 
of the late Sir Robert Lash. 

The Committee No. 1, on the Grand Commander's address 
submitted the following report : 



' 
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Gothic Hall, Oct. 27tli, 1871. 

Right Eminent.— The Committee to whom was referred so much of 
the R. E. Grand Commander's address, as refers to the suspension of 
Sir Dana Z. Smith, Captain-General of 'Winslow Lewis Commandery, 
Salem, have attended to the duty assigned them, and respectfully report : 

That from the evidence given to the Committee, they believe there was 
no intention on the part of Sir Dana Z. Smith to violate any order of the 
R. E. Grand Commander, or transgress any regulation of the Grand Com- 
mandery, but that his action was the result of a misunderstanding. Hav- 
ing expressed his sorrow for the occurrence, we recommend, that, for the 
best interests of our institution, he be restored to all his rights and priv- 
ileges as a Knight Templar. 



E. DANA BANCROFT, 

EDWARD 1.. FREEMAN, ]■ Committee. 

DANIEL E. CHASE, 



■1 



On motion it was 

Votedj That the report be accepted and the recommendation adopted. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced that he had 
ordered refreshments to be prepared in the Banquet Hall, 
to which he invited all present ; he then declared the 
Grand Commandery adjourned till seven and one-half 
o'clock, P. M. 



EVENING SESSION. 

The hour to which the Grand Commandery was adjourned 
having arrived, the Knights were called to order by the R. 
E. Grand Commander. 

On motion of Sir E. Dana Bancroft, the following reso- 
lution was adopted : 

Besdved, That the thanks of this Grand Commandery be given to E. 
Sir Abraham Annis Dame, for the labor so freely given by him in pre- 
paring and perfecting the lectures and ritual of the Orders of Knighthood, 
for the use of this Grand Body. 
19 
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On motion of Sir William Sewall Gardner, it was 

Voted^ That the E. Grand Treasurer be directed to honor any draft 
\\\M>u him by the V. E. Grand Treasurer of the Grand Encampment of the 
I'nited States, wliich shall not exceed a sum equal to five cents for each 
Knight enrolled as members of the several Subordinate Commanderies, at 
the last return of such (^ommanderies. 

Sir W. W. Baker, Chairman of Committee No. 5, on E. E. 
Grand Commander^s address, read from the report adopted 
by this Grand Body in 1869, passing adversely upon the 
system of representation by the appointment of represen- 
tatives, and on motion of Sir John McClellan, it was 

Votedy That the Committee be discharged from further consideration of 
the subject. 

The roll of membership was then ordered to be called, 
and it was found that the Grand Commandery was com- 
posed of 

Grand Officers, 16 

Permanent members, being Past Grand Officers, - 10 
Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies, not 

elsewhere represented, 19 

Eminent Commanders, 18 

Generalissimos, 12 

Captains General 9 

Proxies, 23 

Total number of votes, 106 

The following Knights were recognized as Proxies : 

Bir George H. Burnham, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir James 
Hutchinson, Past Grand Master. 

Sir James H. Allen, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir Newton D. 
Arnold, Captain-General. 

Sir W. W. RuGG, of St. John's Commandery, for Sir James Salisbury, 
Past Grand Generalissimo. 

Sir Charles E. Powers, of Boston Commandery, for Sir Daniel Har- 
wood, and Sir John Flint, Past Grand Masters. 

Sir John Dean, of Worcester County Commandery, for Sir Henry C. 
Willson, Generalissimo. 



■ 
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Sir S. R. Phillips, of Springfield Commandery, for Sir Peter S. Bailey, 
Captain-General. 

Sir Henry Clark, of Springfield Commandery, for Sir George T. Weaver, 
Generalissimo. 

Sir Henrt a. Pierce, of Holy Sepulchre Commandery, for Sir Charles 
A. Fales, Captain-General. 

Sir Charles E. Stacy, of Milford Commandery, for Sir Leonard Fair- 
banks, Eminent Commander. 

Sir S. C. Sumner, of Milford Commandery, for Sir James R. Davis, Cap- 
tain-General. 

Sir Samuel Wells, of St. Bernard Commandery, for Sir Charles A. 
Welsh, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Edward" W. Glover, of Hugh de Payens Commandery, for Sir 
Thomas Winship, Eminent Commander. 

Sir Francis C. Hersey, of Saint Omer Comijiandery, for Sir Benjamin 
Pope, Generalissimo. 

Sir Stafford W. Razee, of Woonsocket Commandery, for Sir Moses P. 
Roberts, Eminent Commander; Sir L. C. Tourtellot, Generalissimo; 
and Sir Edwin Aldrich, Captain-General. 

Sir MARvrN S. Fellows, of Connecticut Valley Commandery, for Sir 
William S. Severence, Eminent Commander ; Sir Charles E. Sever- 
ence. Generalissimo; and Sir E. J. Rice, Captain-General. 

Sir Charles Harris, of Joseph Warren Commandery, for Sir Samuel 
Little, Eminent Commander. 

Sir George G. Stillman, of Narragansett Commandery, for Sir J. A. 
Babcock, Generalissimo. 

V. E. Sir William S. ShurtleflF briefly addressed the Grand 
Commandery, and after thanking th^ Sir Knights for the 
courtesies they had so frequently extended to him, he now 
wished to say that he was not a candidate for oflSce. His 
health had for some time been quite poor, which, together 
with pressing and increasing oflScial duties, compelled him, 
•as a prudential measure, to take this course. Nevertheless, 
he should continue to take a lively interest in the welfare 
of the Grand Commandery, and would heartily aid, so far 
as he could, to continue its prosperity. 

K Sir Rev. John W. Dadmun also similarly addressed the 
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Grand Commandery, and stated that he had cheerfully 
served the Grand Body for four years as Grand Prelate, 
and he now wished to retire from the duties of oflSce, and 
he hoped some other person would be selected to fill his 
place. He also expressed his readiness to serve whenever 
his services would be necessary or needed. 

The hour for the election of officers having arrived, the 
R. E. Grand Commander appointed, as a committee to col- 
lect and count votes, Sir Wyzeman Marshall, Sir George W. 
Bedlow, and Sir John Eldred. 

The following were elected Grand Officers for the year 
ensuing : 

R E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Prov., R, I., Grand Commander. 

V. E. Sir Charles A. Stott, Lowell, Mass., Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir Horace Daniels, Pawtucket, R. I., Grand Generalissimo. 

B. Sir Henry Chickering, Pittsfield, Mass., Grand Captain General. 

E. Sir Rev. Geo. S. No yes, Boston, Mass., Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir Tracy P. Cheever, Chelsea, Mass., Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir John Dean, Worcester, Mass. , . . Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir William Parkman, Boston, Mass., Grand Treasurer. 

E. Sir Alfred F. Chapman, Boston, Mass., Grand Recorder. 

The Grand Commandery was formed in due array, when 
the Grand Commander elect, requested Very Eminent Sir 
Benjamin Dean, in his official capacity as Grand Captain- 
General of the Grand Encampment of the United States, to 
install the officers of the Grand Commandery of Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island, into their respective offices. 

The official obligation was administered by the E. Grand 
Prelate, and R. E. Sir Nicholas Van Slyck was duly installed 
into the high office of Right Eminent Grand Commander 
of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the 
Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and 
saluted with the honors due his rank and station. 

The R. E. Grand Commander announced the following 
appointed officers ; 
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Sir Stafford W. Razee, Woonsocket, R. I., Grand Sword Bearer. 

Sir William Sutton, Salem, Mass., . . Grand Standard Bearer. 

Sir Geobge W. Ray, Springfield, Mass., . Grand Warder. 

Sir George E. Stacy, Milford, Mass., Grand Captain of the Guards. 

Sir Edward L. Freeman, Pawtucket, R. I. \ 

Sir E. Dana Bancroft, Ayer, Mass., > Grand Lecturers. 

Sir Charles M. Avery, Chelsea, Mass. , ) 

Sir Eben F. Gay who has so long been Grand Sentinel, 
has for some time been in poor health, and no appoint- 
ment to this office was made. 

The other Grand OfBcers were then severally installed 
into their respective oflSces, by the V. E. Grand Captain- 
General, except Sir Tracy P. Cheever and Sir Edward L. 
Freeman, who were absent, and the E. Grand Prelate, who 
was impressively installed by his predecessor. 

The customary official proclamation was then made by 
E. Sir Charles Edward Powers, by order of the V. E. Grand 
Captain- General. 

E. Sir W. W. Baker, offered the following resolution 
which was unanimously adopted. 

Besdvedy That the thanks of this Grand Body be extended to R. E. Sir 
Benjamin Dean, for the wisdom, fidelity and courtesy, that has character- 
ized the administration of the duties of his office for the past two years. 

The Sir Knights were then ordered to their devotions. 
Prayer was offered by the E. Grand Prelate, Sir Rev. 
George S. Noyes, and the Grand Commandery of Knights 
Templars and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and 
Rhode Island was closed in ample form. 

A true record of the proceedings of the Special, Semi- 
Annual and Annual Assemblies. 

AUest: ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, 

Grand Recorder. 



At the ripe age of 83 years, after a Masonic life of fifty- 
nine years, 

DIED, 

PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

In 1812 he received Masonic light, was Exalted, and 
finally created a Knight Templar January 10, 1814. 

In his Lodge, he was a faithful Brother ; in his Chapter, 
a zealous Companion ; and in the Commandery he was 
distinguished as a true and courteous Knight. 

Respected in life, regretted in death. 

He was buried with Masonic honors May 11, A, D. 1871. 



PAST GRAND (iKNERALISSIMO. 

Born ;Mareh 2.3, A. D. 1800. 

Died March 27, A. D. 1871, Aged 71. 

! in Pace. 



He first received Masonic light February 5, 1844; was 
Exalted January 14, 1845, and created a Enight Templar 
April 21, 1845. 

In the East, he presided with ability; on the floor he 
labored with fidelity; and in the ripeness of years and full 
of honors, he laid him down to die, in the bright hope of a 
blessed immortality. 




Jt^ittn^kiit. 
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tSt. John's Comrnandery, 
Pabdon Clakke, 
William Walkeb. 

Boston Comrnandery. 

Jacob F. Eaton, 
Thomas Hunt, 
Thomas S. Leland, 
J. A. Lbmbkb, 
A. K. P. Welch. 
Newburyport Comrnandery. 

Geobge Giles. 

Worcester Go. Comrnandery. 
Chables a. Tenney, 
HoLLis Ball, 
James B. Blake, 
Lewis Thayeb, 
Edwabd Howe. 

De Mokiy Comrnandery. 
Geobge O. Gibson, 
Alexandeb Thompson. 
Hdy Sepulchre Comrnandery. 
Edwabd B. Williams, 
Thomas K. King, 
Geobge Sageb. 

PUgrim Comrnandery. 
Jebemiah W. Heald. 

Palestine Comrnandery. 
Joseph Lyon, 
David H. Lowe, 
Geobge W. Vose. 



Milford Comrnandery. 
Sir Jonathan C. Bbadfobd. 

St. Bernard Comrnandery. 
Sir Stephen R. Gbiggs, 
" James D. Kent. 

Calvary Comrnandery. 
Sir Thomas J. A. Gboss, 
" Damase Belivan. 

Old Colony Comrnandery. 
Sir James M. Undebwood, 
" Nathaniel T. Hunt, 
" John D. Dunbab. 

Sutton Comrnandery. 
Sir Henby H. Lumbabd. 

Winsiow Lewis Commandet^, 
Sir Abel L. Peibson. 

Jerusalem Comrnandery. 
Sir James C. Fbeeland. 

Hugh de Payens Conimandery. 
Sir A. H. Buttebs, 

J. F. LOTHBOP, 

W. C. Mobey. 



t( 



(( 



Woonsocket Comrnandery. 
Sir Bethuel A. Slocum, 
John Paine Whipple. 



t( 



Joseph Warren Comrnandery. 
Sir James Edson Adams. 



These true and courteous Knights have fallen out of our lines during 
the year past. 

At different periods they have laid them down to rest, whence they 
shall arise, to sleep no more forever. 



§i'jjanwatioH$, 
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COMMANDERIES UNDER THE JURISDICTION OF THE GRAND 
COMMANDERY OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND, 
1870-71. 



1. 


Saint John's 


Providence, R. I. 


2. 


Boston 


Boston, Mass. 


3. 


Newburyport 


Newburyport, Mass. 


4. 


Washington 


Newport, R. I. 


5. 


Worcester County 


Worcester, Mass. 


6. 


Springfield 


Springfield, Mass. 


7. 


De Molay 


Boston, Mass. 


8. 


Holy Sepulchre . 


Pawtucket, R. I. 


9. 


Pilgrim 


Lowell, Mass. 


10. 


Palestine 


Chelsea, Mass. 


11. 


MiLFORD . 


Milford, Mass. 


12. 


Saint Bernard . 


Boston, Mass. 


13. 


Calvary . . . . 


Providence, R. L 


14. 


Haverhill . 


Haverhill, Mass. 


15. 


Old Coix)ny 


Abington, Mass. 


16. 


Sutton 


New Bedford, Mass. 


17. 


Bethany . 


Lawrence, Mass. 


18. 


WiNSLow Lewis 


Salem, Maas. 


19. 


Jerusalem 


Fitchburg, Mass. 


20. 


Hugh De Pa yens 


Melrose, Mass. 


21. 


Saint Omer 


South Boston, Mass. 


22. 


Berkshire 


Pittsfield, Mass. 


23. 


WOONSOCKET 


Woonsocket, R. L 


24. 


Connecticut Valley 


Greenfield, Mass. 


25. 


Godfrey De Bouillon 


Fall .'River, Mass. 


26. 


Joseph Warren 


Boston Highlands, Mass, 


27. 


Narragansett 


Westerly, R. I. 


28. 


William Parkman 


East Boston, Mass. 


29. 


Bristol . . . ^ 


Mansfield, Mass. 


30. 


Northampton 


Northampton, Mass. 


31. 


South Shore 


E. Weymouth, Mass. 


32. 


Trinity (u. d.) . 


Hudson, Mass. 


33. 


Natick (u. d.) . 


Natick, Mass. 


34. 


CoEUR De Lion (u. d.) 


Charlestown, Mass. 



ICO 



OJ^CJANIZATION 



OF TUK 



nrand fl^omnrnnderg of ||assaci|us(it8 and Strode iBtand. 



OcTOBKU 27, 1871. 



RE. 8iR NICHOLAS VAN SLYCK, of Pkovidenck, R. L, 

Grand Commander. 

V.E. Sir CHARLES ADAMS STOTT, of Lowell, Mass., 

Deputy Grand Commander. 

E. Sir HORACE DANIELS, of Pawtucket, R.I., 

Grand Generalissimo. 

E. Sir HENRY CHICKERING, of Pittsfield, Mass., 

Grand Captain-General. 

E. Sir Rev. GEORGE S. NO YES, of Boston, ^ 

Grand Prelate. 

E. Sir TRACY P. CHEEVER, of Chelsea, Mass., 

Grand Senior Warden. 

E. Sir JOHN DEAN, of WorcesteTR, Mass., 
Grand Junior Warden. 

E. Sir WILLIAM PARKMAN, of Boston, Mass., 

Grand Treamirer. 
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E. Sir ALFRED F. CHAPMAN, of Boston, 

Orand Becorder. 

E. Sir STAFFORD W. RAZEE, op Woonsocket, R. I., 

Orand Sword Bearer. 

E. Sir WILLIAM SUTTON, of Salem, Mass , 
Orand Standard Bearer. 

E. Sir GEORGE W. RAY, of Springfield, Mass. 

Orand Warder. 

E. Sir GEORGE E. STACY, of Milford, Mass., 
Orand Captain of tlie Onards. 

Sir EDWARD L FREEMAN, of Pawtitcket, R. I., 
Sir E. DANA BANCROFT, of Ayer, Mass., 
Sir CHARLES M. AVERY, of Chelsea, Mass., 

Orand Lecturers, 



21 



162 



PAST GRAND MASTERS AND GRAND COMMANDERS 

OF THE 

(JRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



♦ Si 


r TnoMAB Smith Webb, Providence, R. I. 


1805-17 


♦ Si 


r William Wilkinson, Providence, R. I. . 


1818-19 


♦ Si 


r Henry Fowle, Boston, Mass 


1820-25 


♦ Si 


r John Carlile, Providence, R. I. ... 


1826-28 


* Si 


r John James Loring, Boston, Mass. . 


1829-31 


♦ Si 


r Robert Lash, Boston, Mass 


1832 


♦ Si 


r Edward Asa Raymond, Boston, Mass. 


1833-34 


Si 


r Abraham Ann is Dame, Boston, Mass. 


1835-36 


♦ Si 


r John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 


1837-38 


Si 


r Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. 


1839-41 • 


Si 


r John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass. 


1842-44 


♦ Si 


r John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 


1846-46 


♦tSi 


r Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass. .... 


1847 


♦ Si 


r John Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mass. 


1848-50 , 


Si 


r James Hutchinson, Providence, R. I. 


1851-53 # 


♦ Si 


r Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass. 


1854-55 ' 


Si 


r Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mass. . 


1856-57 


Si 


r WiNSLOW Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass. 


1859-59 


* Si 


r William Field, Providence, R. I. . 


1860-61 


Si 


r William Ellison, Boston, Ma.ss. 


1862 


Si 


r William Sewai^l Gardner, Newton, Mass. 


1863-64 


Si 


r Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Boston, Mass. 


1865-66 


Si 


r William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass. 


1867-68 


Si 


r Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. 

Deceased, 13; living, 11. 


1869-70 



* Deceased. 
t Died while in office as Grand Master. 
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PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS 



OP THE 



GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACUUSETIS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



* Sir Henhy Fowle, Boston, Mass. 






1818-19 


* Sir John Carlile, Providence, R. I. 






1820-24 


* Sir Peteu Guinnell, Providence, H. I. . 






1825-28 


* Sir JosiAii WiiiTAKKU, Providence, R I. 






1829-30 


* Sir Robert Lasii, Boston, Mass. 






1831 


* Sir Thomas Power, F'ramingliam, Mass. . 






1832 


Sir Abraham Annis Dame, Boston, Mass. 






1833-34 


* Sir John Hews, Canibridgeport, Mass 






1835-36 


Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. 






1837-38 


Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass. 






1839-41 


* Sir John Barrett IIammatt, Boston, Mass. . 






1842-44 


* Sir Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass. 






1845-46 


* Sir John Rufus Bradford, Boston, Mass. 






1847 


Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R. 1. 






1848-50 


* Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass 






1851-53 


Sir Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mass. 






1854-55 


Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass. 






1856-57 


* Sir William Field, Providence, R. I. 






1858-59 


Sir William Ellison, Boston, Mass. 






1860-61 


t Sir Edwin Curtis Bailey, Boston, Miiss. 






1862 


Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Boston, Muss 






1863-64 


Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass. 






1865-66 


Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. . 






1867-68 


Sir William Steele Shurtleff, Springfield, Mass. 


1869 70 


Deceased, 12; living, 11. 


• 


^ Expelled. 
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PAST GRAND GENERALISSIMOS 

OF THE 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



* 
* 
« 

« 

« 



Sir IIbnky Fowle, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Carlilb, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Pbteh Grinnell, Providence, R. I. . 

Sir John James Loring, Boston, Mass., . 

Sir Robert Lash, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Edward Asa Raymond, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Hews, Cambridgeport, Mass. 

Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

* Sir John Barrett Ham matt, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Ruel Baker, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Salsbury, Providence, R. I. 

* Sir James Rupus Bradford, Boston, Mass. 
Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R. I. 

* Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass 
Sir Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, Mass. 
Sir John McClellan, Boston, Mass. 

* Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, R. I. 
Sir Samuel Lewis, Providence, R. I. 

* Sir Charles Robbins, Boston, Mass. 
X Sir Edwin Curtis Bailey, Boston, Mass. 

Sir William Sew all Gardner, Newton, Mass. 
Sir William Wilson Baker, Boston, Mass. 
Sir Thomas Arthur Doyle, Providence, R. I 
*\ Sir Henry Butler, Providence, R. I. 
Sir WfLLiAM Bullock Blanding, Providence, R. I 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck, Providence, R. I. 

P^ceased, 15 ; living, 13. 



1805-17 

1818-19 

1820-24 

1825-28 

1829-30 

1831 

1832 

1833-34 

1835 

1836 

1837-38 

1839-41 

1842-44 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848-50 

1851-53 

1854-55 

1856 

1857 

1858-59 

1860-61 

1862 

1863-64 

1865 

1866 

1867-68 

1869-70 



1 
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PAST GRAND CAPTAINS- GENERAL 

OF THE 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



* 

* 
* 

* 






* 



Sir Jonathan Gage, Newburyport, Mass. 

Sir John Carlile, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Peter Grinnell, Providence, R. I. . 

Sir Henry Purkitt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir John James Loring, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir JosiAH Whitaker, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Jacob Amee, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Thomas Power, Framingham, Mass. 

Sir Abraham Annis Dame, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Joseph Young, Jr., Newburyport, Mass. 

Sir Gilbert Nurse, Boston, Mass. . 

Sir Charles Whitlock Moore, Boston, Mass 

Sir John Flint, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

Sir John Barrett Hammatt, Boston, Mass. 

Sir William Field, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Barney Merry, Pawtucket, R. I. . , 

Sir James Salsbury, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Samuel Fessenden, Portland, Me. 

Sir James Hutchinson, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Simon Wiggin Robinson, Lexington, Mass 

Sir WiNSLow Lewis, M. D., Boston, Mass. 

Sir Moses Richardson, Providence, R. I.. 

Sir Asa Woodbury, Wilkinsonville, Mass. 

Sir Cyrus Fisher, Providence, R. I. 

Sir James Warham Crooks, Springfield, Mass 

Sir John Blake Reed, Pawtucket, R. I. . 

Sir George Francis Wilson, Providence, R. I 

Sir William Sew all Gardner, Newton, Mass 

Sir Rev. Charles Henry Titus, Boston, Mass. 

Sir Thomas Arthur Doyle, Providence, R. I. 

Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass. 

Sir William Steele Shurtleff, Springfield, Mass 

Sir Charles A. Stott, Lowell, Mass. 

Deceased, 19 ; living, 14, 



1805-14 

1815-17 

1818-19 

1820-22 

1823-24 

1825-28 

1829-30 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 , 

1836 

1837-38 

1839-41 

1842-43 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848-49 

1850 

1851-53 

1854r^5 

1856 

1857 

1858-59 

1860-61 

1862 

1863-64 

1865-66 

1867-68 

1869-70 
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SAINT JOHN^S COMMzVNDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

CiiAKTERf October 7, 1805. 



Annual Election, First Monday of December. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Jameh Henry Allen . 
Sir Albert H. Cikiiman 
Sir Newton Darlini} Arnold 
Sir Rev. Henry Warren Ruoo 
Sir Robert Eell« Dwelly 
Sir Albert Leanoer Harris 
Sir Alfred Waterman Fisk 
Sir John Gifford Tilling hast 
Sir (fBOROB Michael Freeborn 
Sir George Henry Burn ham 
Sir George Jay Hazard 
Sir William Edward Husband •. 
Sir James Ro<jers Newton Hudson >■ 
Sir Herbert Mortimer Kimball ) 
Sir William Russell Greene 
Sir Richard Chadwick 
Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month 



Commander. 

Oeneralutsimo. 

CapUi in- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

liecorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Sta nda rd- Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of tJie Guard- 

Musicid Director. 
Sentinel. 
number of members, 320. 



• ♦Sir 

♦Sir 

*Sir 

*Sir 

*8ir 

*Sir 

*Sir 

*Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

♦Sir 

♦fSir 

♦Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 



PAST commanders. 

Thomas Smith Webb, Providence, 1802-13. 

John Carlile, Providence, 1814-16, 1820-21. 

Samuel Jackson, Providence, 1817-19, 1822-24, 1839-41, 1847-49. 

Asa Bosworth, Providence, 1825-27, 1844. 

Jesse Clark, Providence, 1828-29. 

JosiAii Whitaker, Providence, 1830. 

William C. Barker, Providence, 1831, 1850, 1857-58. 

Moses Richardson, Providence, 1832. 

James Salsbury, Providence, 1833-37, 1854-56. 

Pardon Clarke, Providence, 1838. 

Barney Merry, Providence, 1842-43. 

William Field, Providence, 1845-46. 

Cyrus Fisher, Providence, 1851-53. 

Oliver Johnson, Providence, 1859. 

Rev. Charles H. Titus, Taunton, Mass., 1860-62. 

John Shepley, Providence, 1863. 

Rev. Daniel Rounds, Jr., North Wrentham, Mass., 1864. 

Stillman White, Providence; 1865. 

Samuel S. Ginnodo, Providence, 1866. 

A. Crawford Greene, Providence, 1867-69. 

Spencer P. Read, Providence, 1870. 

Deceased, 11 ; living, 10. 



♦ Peceased. 



t Not Members of the Commandery. 
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BOSTON COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 
Charter, March 3, 1806. 

Annual Election, Third Wednesday of October. 



OFFICERS 

Sir William Sayward, . 
Sir Henry Endicott 
Sir Gideon Haynes 
Sir Rev. John Robinson . 
Sir Samuel Mason, Jr., . 
Sir Z. H. Thomas, Jr., 
Sir Edward A. White 
Sir J. Francis L(Ott8 
Sir Seranus BowEN 
Sir A. K. Bryer 
Sir James H. Upham 
Sir Joseph N. Pierce, Jr., 
Sir John L. Stephenson 
Sir Edward J. Long 
Sir Eben F. Gay 
Sir John B. IIhodes 
Sir John B. Rhodes 
Sir Fred. A. Pierce 
Regalar Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month; 



f 



E. Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- OenercU. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 

Musical Director. 

Organist. 

Sentinel. 

number of members, 461. 



*Sir 

♦Sir 

♦Sir 

Sir 

♦Sir 

♦Sir 

♦Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

fSir 

Sir 

♦Sir 

♦Sir 

Sir 

♦Sir 

♦Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 

Sir 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

Henry Fowle, Boston, 1805-23. 

Robert Lash, Chelsea, 1824. 

John J. Loring, Boston, 1825-26. 

Abraham A. Dame, Boston, 1827-29. 

Edward A. Raymond, Brookline, 1830-31. 

Thomas Power, Framingham, 1832. 

John Hews, Cambridgeport, 1833-34. 

Gilbert Nukse, Boston, 1835. 

John Flint, M. D., Boston, 1836-37. 

Charles W. Moore, Boston, 1838. 

Daniel Harwood, M. D., Boston, 1839-40, 1850-57. 

RuEL Baker, Boston, 1841. 

John B. Hammatt, Boston, 1842-43. 

WiNSLOw Lewis, M. D., Boston, 1844-45. 

John R. Bradford, Boston, 1846-47. 

Samuel Pearce, Boston, 1848-49. 

William Ellison, 1858-60. 

John K. Hall, Somerville, 1861-63. 

Wyzeman Marshall, Boston, 1864-65. 

Charles C. Dame, Newburyport, 1866. 

Charles Edward Powers, Boston, 1867-69. 

William Sayward, Boston, 1870-71. 

Deceased, 10 ; living, 12. 



t "^oX » member. 



^ 
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NEWBUKYPORT COMMANDERY, NEWBURYPORT, MASS. 

Charter, May 12, 1806. 



Annual Election, Friday succeeding full moon in September. 



OFFICERS. 



E. Sir John N. Pike 



S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 



r M0SE8 II. Fowler 
r Warren Currier 
r Jameb W. Cheney 
r William P. Sanders 
r Charles N. Ballou 
r Giles P. Stone . 
r George H. Stevens 
r Edward F. Tibbetts 
r R. M. BooDY 
r John C. Kimball 
r William H. Bayley 
r George H. Morrill 

Samuel M. Noyes 
r James W. Cheney 
r James W. Cheney 
r Samuel M. Noyes 



I 



Regular ABsemblies, Friday succeeding full 
members, 58. 



Commander. 

Genernlmim/). 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Trea-8U7*er. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of tlie Guard. 

Armorer. 
MvMcal Director. 
Organist. 
Sentinel. 

moon in each month ; number of 



J 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



* Sir Nathaniel Knapp, Newbury port, Mass., 1795-1823. 
f Sir Richard S. Spofford, M. D., Newburyport, Mass., 1824-40, 1855-62. 
Sir John N. Pike, Newburyport, Mass., 1866. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 2. 



This Encampment was instituted in 1795 ; and in May, 1808, it received 
a " Charter of Recognition." The Charter was surrendered to the Grand 
Encampment, October 12, 1840, restored October 10, 1855, and again sur- 
rendered in October, 1862, and again restored May, 1866. 
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WASHINGTON COMMANDERY, NEWPORT, R. I. 

Charter, June 7, 1814. 



Annual Election, Third Wednesday of September. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir John Eldred 
Sir George F. Crandall 
Sir Lyman R. Blackman 
Sir Henry J. Hudson 
Sir W. G. Stevens . 
Sir R. S. Franklin . 
Sir W. O. Gladding, 2d 
Sir W. J. CozzENS 
Sir Stephen Gould 
Sir John H. Harrison 
Sir John S. Coggeshall 
Sir Ray B. Tayer 
Sir William Carey 
Sir William W. Marvel 
Sir George W. Tew 

Regular Assemblies. Third Wednesdays of March, June, September and Decem- 
ber ; number of members, 86. 



Commander. 

GeneraJiaaimo. 

Captain- General, 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Becarder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standa/rd-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Qua^rd. 

Sentinel. 



PAST commanders. 

* Sir John A. Shaw, Newport, 1812-25. 

♦ Sir Isaac Stall, Newport, 1826-28. 

t Sir Kensey J. Stewart, Newport, 1853. 
Sir Nathan H. Gould, Newport, 1854-58. 
Sir John Eldred, Newport, 1859-71. 

Deceased, 2; living, 3. 



This Encampment was first chartered by the Grand Consistory of New 
York, in December, 1812. On the 7th of June, 1814, it received a Charter 
from Thomas Smith Webb, G. G. Master of the Grand Encampment of 
Knights Templars of the United States, under which it continued to work 
until June, 1828, when it ceased to exist. On the 12th of October, 1853, 
it was re-chartered by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, which Charter it now holds. 
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WORCESTER COl^'TY COMMANDERY, WORCESTER, MASS. 

Charter, June 16, 1825. 



Annuni Election, First Thursday of October. 



OFFICERS. 



E. Sir John Dean 



S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

8 
S 
S 
8 
8 
S 
8 
8 
S 



r IL C. WiLLsoN . 

r GEOR(iE F. Wood 

r Alexander Y. Thompson 

r Robert H. Chamberlain 

r Daniel 8EAORA^'E 

r J. W. Jordan 

r 8. L. Shaffer . 

r James J. Rrss 

r George W. Reeaes . 

r George Edward Smith 

r William B. White 

r W. W. Sprague 

r Justin E. Wood 

r Nathaniel G. Tucker 

r Lewis 8. Carpenter 

Regular Assemblies, First Thursday of each month ; 



Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

Captain - General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junidr Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

fhcord- Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard ^ 

Musical Directoi'. 
Sentinel. ■ 

number of members 168. 



\ 



PAST commanders. 

t Sir James Estabrook, Worcester, 1825-27, 1831-33, 1842-44, 1849, 1854. 
t Sir George Estabrook, 1828-30. 

Sir Albert Case, Boston, 1845-48. 

Sir Levi Rawson, Farnumsville, Mass., 1850-53. 

Sir Asa Woodbury, Wilkinson ville, Mass., 1855. 

* Sir Henry Earl, Worcester, 1856-57. 

* Sir Seth p. Miller, Worcester, 1858-63, 1866. 

f Sir George W. Bently, New London, Conn., 1864-65. 
Sir Henry Goddard, Worcester, 1866-67. 

Deceased, 3 ; living, 6. 



This Encampment was originally established at Holden, Mass., removed 
to Worcester, June 17, 1829; re-established at Sutton, Mass., October 20^ 
1842 ; again removed to Worcester, December 12, 1845, where it has since 
remained. 
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SPRINGFIELD COMMANDERY, SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 

Charter, June 19, 1830. 



Annual Election, First Monday of November. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir George W. Ray . 
Sir George T. Weaver . 
Sir Petp:r S. Bailey 
Sir Daniel Rkynolds 
Sir Henry M. Phillips . 
Sir James M. Porter 
Sir Edward P. Ciiapin . 
Sir Smith R. Phillips 
Sir George M. Smith 
Sir Stephen B. Hutchinson 
Sir Albert M. Day 
Sir Theodore Kellogg, Jr. 
Sir John R. Sealy 
Sir Justin D. Parks 
Sir Charles Taylor 
Sir E. W. Abbott 
Sir George D. Rollins . 
Regular Assemblies, First Monday of each month; 



Commander. 

OeTieralissimo. 

(hptain- General. 

Prekite. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Sta ndard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 
number of Members, 230. 






past commanders. 

* Sir Henry Dwight, Springfield, Mass., 1826 to Apr. 4, 1828, and Nov. 
7, 1828 to January 5, 1831. 
Sir John Newbury, Springfield, April 4, 1828 to November 7, 1828. 
Sir James W. Crooks, Springfield, 1851-52, 1854-55, 1857-59. 
Sir John B. Kirkham, Springfield, 1853. 
Sir OcRAN Dickinson, Springfield, 1856. 
Sir William S. Shurtleff,' Springfield, 1860-61. 
Sir Albert H. Kirkham, Springfield, 1862. 
Sir Isaac D. Gibbons, Springfield, 1863-64. 
Sir Daniel Reynolds, Springfield, 1865. 
Sir Albert E. Foth, Springfield, 1866. 
Sir Samuel B. Spooner, Springfield, 1867-70. 

Deceased, 5 ; living, 6. 



DE MOLAY COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS 
Charter, October 10, 1848. 



AuDual Election, Fourth Wednesday of S 



OFPICBRS. 

B. Sir HARLBOROUGn Williahb 

Sir EusHA T. Wilson 

Sir Jaubs H. Fkbeland . 

Sir Rev. Qborge B. Noybb 

Sir JoDK Mack 

Sir John H. Chester 

Sir JosEFK M. RrsaBLL . 

Str Frederick A. Pierce 

Sir Robert H. Carlktom 

Sir Wii4.iAM I. Plaisted 

Sir John P. Soole . 

Sir JoBEFH B. Hason \ 

81i William R. Cooke i 

Sir Charles A. Cox ) 

Sir Ebem F. Oai 

Sir Edward Prescott . 

Sir Howard M. Dow 

Sir Ebem F. Qat 

R^nl&r Assemblies, Fourth WedneBdajr of 



Oommnnder. 
Qeti^raimimo. 
Captain- Oenei-al. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treoitu'er. 
Beeorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Sia ndard-Bearer. 



Captains of the Ovard. 



Armorer. 
Minieal Director. 
Organiel. 
Sentinel. 
each month; ODmber of membt 



FAST COMHANDIiRe. 

• Sir Edward A. Rathord, Brookline, Maas.. 1850-Sl. 

Sir Charles W. Hoore, Boston, Mass., 1S63. 

Sir Thomas R. Lambert, D. D., ChwrlestowD, Mhss., 1 

Sir Clkmemt A. Walker, M. D., Boston, 1858-58. 

Sir William Parkmab, Boston, 1859-60. 
t Sir Edwm C. Bailkt, Boston, 1861-63. 

Sir William F. Davis, Boston, 1684-65. 

Sir JOHM W. DADMrs, 1886-67. 

Sit S. J. M. Homes, 1868-69. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 7. 
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HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY, PAWTUCKET, R. L 

Charter, September, 25, 1849. 



Annual Election, First Tuesday of October. 



OFFICERS. 



E. Sir Edward L. Freeman 

Sir J. Sewbll Read 

Sir Charles A. Fales 

Sir Edwin Clapp 

Sir Henry A. Pierce 

Sir Joseph C. Fisk . 

Sir Isaac T. Jenks . 

Sir Benjamin A. Sibley 

Sir George A. Sweet 

Sir Horace G. Aldrich 

Sir James M. Davis 

Sir Arnold F. Salisbury 

Sir James M. Bishop 

Sir Stephen F. Fisk 

Sir John F. Adams . 

Sir Jesse G. Barber 

Regular Aseemblies, Friday on or before 
167. 



Commander. 

Generdliasimo. 

Captain- General, 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Musical Director, 
Sentinel. 

each full moon; number of Members, 



past commanders. 

Sir William Field, Providence, 1849-60. 

Sir James Hutchinson, Ptovidence, 1851. 

Sir Alvin Jenks, Pawtucket, 1852-53. 

Sir Claudius B. Farnsworth, Pawtucket, 1856-59. 

Sir Sylvanus Clapp, Pawtucket, 1860-61. 

Sir Nathan P. Towne, Pawtucket, 1862. 

Sir George A. French, Pawtucket, 1863-64. 

Sir Horace Daniels, Pawtucket, 1865-67. 

Sir Bela p. Clapp, Pawtucket, 1868-69. 

Deceased, 3; living, 6. 
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PILGRIM COMMANDERY, LOWELL, MASS. 
CiiARTEii, October 10, 1855. 



Annual Election, Weilnesday after full moon in October. 



OFFICERS 



E. Sir HOCUM HOHFORD 



8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 



r Georoe W. Bedlow 
r (hiARLKH E. A. Bartlett 
r William North 
r Stephen W. Hithe 
r Henry P. Perkins 
r Jonathan P. Folsom 
r Arthur G. Pollard* 
r N. Warren Norcross 
r Asa D. Clark . 
r Frederick Frye 
r J. Victor Keyes 
r John N. Peirce 
r John C. Bi^ood 
r Edward B. Howe 
Hiram N. Hall 



;s J 
s, Jr. >• 



Organist. 
Sentinel. 
Regular AssemblieB, Wednesday after each full moon ; number of Members, 127. 



Commander. 

Generalusimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Ward-en. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Sta nda rd-Bea rer. 

Warder. 

Captains of tJie Guard. 



past commanders. 

Sir Samuel K. Hutchinson, Lowell, 1855-58. 

Sir Cadwallader F. Blanchard, Lowell, 1859-60. 

Sir William S. Gardner, Newton, Mass., 1861-62. 

Sir Joseph Bedlow, Lowell, 1863. 

Sir William F. Salmon, Lowell, 1864-65. 

Sir Samuel D. Sargeant, Binghampton, N. Y., 1866. 

Sir Charles A. Stott, Lowell, 1867. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 6, 



< 
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PALESTINE COMMANDERY, CHELSEA, MASS. 
Chabter, October 28, 1859. 





Annual Election, First 


Wednesday of October. 




OFFICERS. 




E. 


Sir Daniel E. Chase . 




Commander. 


Si 


r Charles T. Gay 




GeneraliBsimo. 


Si 


r William Pattebson 




Captain General. 


Si 


r Rev. Geobge W. Durell 




Pi^elate. 


Si 


r William D. Seeley . 




Senior Warden. 


Si 


r James S. Dillingham, Jr. 




Junior Warden. 


Si 


r Slade Lutheb . 




Treamtrer. 


Si 


r Geobge H. Mabden . 




Recorder. 


Si 


r James E. Rogebs 




Sword-Bearer. 


Si 


r HowABD F. RowE 




Sta ndard- Bearer. 


Si 


r James Tent 




Warder. 


Si 


r William F. Lovett \ 






Si 


r Chables S. Be alley > 




Captains of the Guard. 


Si 


r E. Bbazeb ; 






Si 


r Chables W. Mabden 




Ai'mm'er. 


Si 


r John Low .... 




Musical Director. 


Si 


r Tbacy p. Cheeveb . 




Organist. 


Si 


r Chables W. Mabden 




Sentinel. 


R( 


jgular Assemblies, First Wednesday of each month ; 


number of Members, 184 



PAST COMMANDEBS. 

Sir Chables A. Davis, M. D., Chelsea, 1859-60. 
Sir Chables M. Aveby, Chelsea, 1862-63. 
Sir Tbacy P. Cheeveb, Chelsea, 1864^65. 
Sir Geobge H. Mabden, Charlestown, 1866. 
Sir Chables F. Haynes, Chelsea, 1867-69. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 4. 
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MILFORD COMMANDERY, MILFORD, MASS. 
Charter, October 29, 1859. 



Annual Election, Fourth Monday of September. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir Leonard Fairbanks .... Commander. 

Sir Sullivan C. Sumner .... Generalissimo. 

Sir James R. Davis Captadn-Oeneral. 

Sir Samuel A. Fisher Prelate. 

Sir Jarvis White Senior Warden. 

Sir James M. Woods Junior Warden. 

Sir Leonard Hunt Treasurer. 

Sir Lewis Fales Recorder. 

Sir Samuel W. Heath, Jr Sword-Bearer. 

Sir Thomas C. Eastman StandardnBearer. 

Sir Eben D. Bancroft Warder. 

Sir Henry C. Skinner \ 

Sir Charles W. Shippee > ... Captains of the Guard. 

Sir Milton A. Saunders ) 

Sir John M. Wood Armorei'. 

Sir George W. Bailey Musical Direct(yr. 

Sir George W. Bailey Organist. 

Sir John M. Wood Sentind. 

Regular Assemblies, Fourth Monday of each month ; number of Members, 151. 



J 



FAST COMMANDERS. 

Sir George E. Johnson, Holliston, Mass., 1859. 
Sir Isaac Britton, Covington, Ky., 1860, 1862-63. 
Sir Edwin F. Whiting, Holliston, 1861. 
Sir William H. Phipps, Hopkinton, 1864. 
Sir George E. Stacy, Milford, 1865-67. 
Sir J. Harding Smith, Milford, 1868-69. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 5. 
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SAINT BERNARD COMMANDERY, BOSTON, MASS. 

Charter, October 38, 1859. 



Annual Election 


I, Second Wednesday in December. 


officers. 


E. Sir Charles A. Welch .... Commander. 


Sir Samuel Wells OenenUissimo. 


Sir Francis F. E>fERY 


Captain- General . 


Sir P. Adams Ames . 


Prelate. 


Sir Otis E. Weld . 


/Senior Warden. 


Sir W. n. Kennard 


Junior Warden. 


Sir C. U. CoTTiNG . 


Treasurer. 


Sir Richard Briggs 


Recorder. 


Sir Horatio Moore 


Sword-Bearer. 


Sir JoaiAH F. Gould 


Standard-Bearer. 


Sir A. T. B. Ames . 


Warder. 


Sir I. Baldwin, Jr. \ ^ 


Sir B. HuRD . . >• .... Captains of the Guard. 


Sir G. F. HuRD ) 


Sir E. F. Gay Armorer. 


Sir C. C. Wentworth Musical Director. 


Sir C. C. Wentworth Organist. 


Sir George H. Pike Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month ; number of Members, 


81. 





PAST COMMANDERS. 



Sir William W. Baker, Boston, 1859-61. 
Sir P. Adams Ames, Boston, 1862-63. 
Sir Henry Mulliken, Brookline, 1864-66. 
Sir F. Lyman Winship, Allston, 1867-68. 



23 
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CALVAl^ COMMANDERY, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 

Charter, May 22, 1860. 



Annual P^lection, First Tuesday in December. 



OFFICERS 

E. Sir Nelson W. Aldrich . 
Sir Nicholas Van Slyck 
Sir John P. Luther .... 
Sir Rev. Daniel C. G. Anderson 
Sir Isaac H. Saunders .... 
Sir Samuel F. Hilton .... 
Sir James W. Bullock .... 
Sir Joshua M. Addeman 
Sir William G. Luther 
Sir William H. McCormick . 
Sir Joseph E. Spink .... 
Sir Eugene D. Burt 
Sir Levi S. Salisbury 
Sir John Millar 
Sir Edwin Baker 
Sir Charles T. Little . 
Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month ; 



Commander. 

Oeneraliffsimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Trea,»urer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bea rer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Organist. 
Sentinel. 

number of Members, 187. 



J 
f 



\ 



* Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 
Sir 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

Henry Butler, Providence, 1860-62. 
Thomas A. Doyle, Providence, 1863. 
Levi L. Webster, Providence, 1864. 
William B. Blanding, Providence, 186t5. 
Edwin J. Nightingale, Providence, 1866. 
Charles R. Dennis, Providence, 1867. 
James M. Pendleton, Westerly, 1868. 
Thomas Phillips, Jr., Providence, 1869-70. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 7. 



/" 



179 



HAVERHILL COMMANDERY, HAVERHILL, MASS. 
Charter, October 36, 1863. 



Annual Election, Second Tuesday of October. 



OPPICERB. 

E. Sir Carlos Page Messer . 

Sir Nathan Swett Kimball 

Sir David Barnard Tenney 

Sir Hiram Smart, Jr.. 

Sir Benjamin Addison Sawyer 

§ir Dexter Blanchard Vickery 

Sir William Allen Brooks . 

Sir Francis Jewett Stevens 

Sir Alvah Wiiittier 

Sir Charles Samuel Chase . 

Sir Charles Tappan Chase . 

Sir Benjamin Flint Leighton ) 

Sir Benjamin Franklin Darling f 

Sir Horace Mann Wightman 

Sir James Waylin Poland Smith 

Regnlar Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month ; 



Commander, 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior- Warden. 

Junior- Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer, 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Sentinel. 

number of Members, 127, 



PAST commanders. 

* Sir George W. Chase, Haverhill, Mass., 186»-66 
Sir James E. Gale, 1867-69. 

Deceased, 1 ; living, 1. 
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OLD COLONY COMMANDERY, ABINGTON, MASS. 

Charter, May 5, 1864. 



Annual Election in April. 



OFFICERS 

E. Sir Stephen S. Bradford 
Sir Horatio F. Copeland 
Sir Amos S. Stetson 
Sir James F. Cox " 
Sir Franklin P. Harlow 
Sir Baalis Sanford, Jr. . 
Sir Benjamin S. Nash 
Sir Erastus M. Nash 
Sir Edwin W. Whiting . 
Sir Anthony Dike . 
Sir Samuel N. Dyer, Jr. 
Sir James H. Cooper 
Sir J. F. Richmond 
Sir Bradley S. Bryant 
Sir Joseph S. French 
Sir William H. Davis 
Sir Joseph F. French 

Regular AssemblieB, Mondaj next following the full 
of Members, 139. 



Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
GapUtirL' General. 
Prelat£. 

Senior- Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standi! rd- Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Miisicnl Director. 
Sentinel. 

of every moon ; number 



f 

1 



J 



i 



PAST commanders. 



Sir William W. Whitmarsh, Neponset, Mass., 1864-65. 

Sir Samuel B. Thaxter, Abington, 1866-68. 

Sir Zachariah L. Bicknell, East Weymouth, 1869-71. 



18X 



SUTTON COMMANDERY, NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 

Charter, May 5, 1864. 



Annual Election, First Thursday in December. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir John A. Lee 

Sir Abraham H. Howland^ Jr. 

Sir William W. Arnold 

Sir Wanton T. Drew 

Sir Gardner T. Sanford 

Sir Thomas B. Tripp 

Sir Jacob B. Hadley 

Sir H. Wilder Emerson 

Sir W. E. Mason 

Sir Joshua B. Winslow . 

Sir William T. Soule 

Sir H. G. Howland 

Sir R. S. Jenkins 

Sir H. G. PoMROY 

Sir W. A. Searell 

Sir C. F. FoLGER 

Sir William A. Searell 

Regular ABsemblies, First Thursday ot each month ; 



Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- General. 

m 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standard- Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Organist. 
Sentinel. 

number of Members, 156. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



Sir John B. Baylies, New Bedford, 1864-67. 
Sir A. H. W. Carpenter, New Bedford, 1868-70. 
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BETHANY COMMANDERY, LAWRENCE, MASS. 
Charter, October 28, 1864. 



Annual Election, Last Tuesday in September. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir D. Frank Robinson 
Sir Caleb Saunders 
Sir John Haigh* 
Sir James H. Kibber 
Sir G. M. Stoddard 
Sir A. A. Currier . 
Sir RuFus Reed 
Sir P. B. Robinson . 
Sir George F. Talbot 
Sir George W. Chandler 
Sir Thomas Leyland 
Sir William Smith 
Sir Chase Philbrick 
Sir Melvin Beal 
Sir E. Frank Page . 
Sir G. W. Waterhouse 
Regular Assemblies, Last Tuesday of each month ; 



I 



Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword- Bearer. 
Standard- Bearer. • 
Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 

number of Members, 118. 






J 



j 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



Sir Pardon Armington, Lawrence, Mass., 1864-65 
Sir WiLLAM H. Jaquith, Lawrence, 1866-68 
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WIN8L0W LEWIS COMMANDERY, SALEM, MASS. 

Charter, May 5, 1865. 



Annual Election, Third Thursday of October. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir William Sutton Comtnander. 

Sir George H. Peirbon Generalimmo. 

Sir Dana Z. Smith GapUiin General. 

Sir John B. Hill Prelate. 

Sir Levi Preston Senwr Warden. 

Sir John Shaw, 2d. Junior Warden. 

Sir James Kimball Treasurer. 

Sir Israel S. Lee Recorder. 

Sir Oeorge Tapley Stoord-Bearer. 

Sir John Meacom Standard- Bearer. 

Sir Tristam T. Savory Warder. 

Sir Samuel T. Plummer \ 

Sir Irving Stone . V . . . . Captains of the Guard. 

Sir Herbert T. Con ant ) 

Sir Jacob Young Organist. 

Sir William L. Batchelder . . Sentinel. 

Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month ; number of members, 147. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

Sir William Sutton, Peabody, Mass., 1865. 
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JERUSALEM COMMANDERY, FITCHBURG, MASS. 

C'harter, May 6, 1865. 



Annual Election, Third Thursday of 


September. 


OF F ICE R8. 




E. Sir Sullivan W. Huntley . . 


Cotmnander. 


Sir Albert D. Fessenden .... 


Generalimmo. 


Sir John W. Kimball 


Captain- General. 


Sir Rev. Henry L. Jones .... 


Prelate. 


Sir Merrill Carleton 


Senior Warden. 


Sir Alfred M. Adams 


Junioi' Warden. 


Sir Charles J. Billings 


Treasurer. 


Sir Charles A. Morgan . . . • 


Recorder. 


Sir George Wheelock 


Sword-Bearer. 


Sir Francis Sheldon 


Standard-Bearer. 


Sir George V. Barrett 


Warder. 


Sir Jonas A. Marshall j 




Sir John Q. Peabody >-.... 


Captains of the Guard 


Sir J. F. D. Garfield ) 




Sir Joseph Pierce 


Armm^er. 


Sir Edward J. Grossman * . 


Idvsical Director. 


Sir Edward J. Grossman .... 


Organist. 


Sir Joseph Pierce 


Sentinel. 


Regular Assemblies, Third Thursday of each month; 


number of Members, 114 






PAST commanders. 



Sir Edmund Dana Bancroft, Groton Junction, 1865-66. 
Sir John Burney, Fitchburg, 1867-68. 
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HUGH DE PA YENS COMMANDERY, MELROSE, MASS. 

Charter, October 27, 1865. 



Annual Election, Second Wednesday of September. 



OFFICERS 



E Sir Thomas Winship 



S 
S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 



J. D. Parker 
George F. Clapp 
Rev. J. F. Powers 
Henry C. Cutter 
M. P. Sweetser 
Moors Patee 
P. D. Walbridge 
W. A. Carlton . 
George Wyckoff 
E. W. Glover 
C. A. Whitemore 
C. H. Nichols 
H. H. D. Gushing 
H. E. Robinson . 
Daniel Russell 
H. L. Putnam 



Commander. 
OeneraXisiimo, 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Becorder. 
Sword-Beai'er. 
Standard-Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of (fie Guard. 

Armorer. 
Organist. 
Sentinel. 



Regular Assemblies, Second Wednesday of each month ; number of Members, 
225. 



PAST commanders. 



Sir LoRiNG L. Fuller, Maiden, Mass., 1865-66. 
Sir Frederick J. Foss, Maiden, Mass., 1867-68. 
Sir John B. Norton, Charlestown, Mass., 1869-71. 



24 



186 



SAINT OMER COMMANDERY, SOUTH BOSTON, MASS. 

Charter, October 27, 1865. 



Annual Election, Third Monday of October. 



J 



OFFICERS. 



E. Sir Charles H. White 
Sir Benjamin Pope . 
Sir Joseph Winsor . 

S 

s 



s 

8 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 



r Edward H. Brainard 

r George H. Johnston .... 
r George W. Kingsman .... 

r Walter E. Hawes 

r Francis C. IIersey 

r William B. Wilber .... 

r John F. Kennard 

r Charles W. McLellan 

r Elisha F. James \ 

r Samuel B. Conley [• . 

r Manning C. Davy ) 

r William D. Rockwood .... 

Regular Aspemblies, Third Monday of each month ; 



Commander. 
Oenei'cUisHimo. 
Captain- Oeneral. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
' Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword-Bearer. 
Standard- Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of the Quard. 

Sentinel. 
number of Members, 73. 



PAST commanders. 



i 



Sir Benjamin Dean, Boston, Mass., 1865-66. 

Sir Duncan McB. Thaxter, M. D., Boston, Mass., 1867-68. 

Sir N. A. Apollonio, Boston, Mass., 1869. 
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BERKSHIRE COMMANDERY, PITTSFIELD, MASS. 
Charter, December 32, 1865. 



Annual Election, Second Monday in October. 



OPPICER8. 

E. Sir H. S. Russell 

Sir JosiAH Carter . 

Sir S. H. Almy 

Sir J. C. Pa^iker 

Sir Lebbeus Scott . 

Sir William D. Artell 

Sir William H. Murray 

Sir Clark F. Hall . 

Sir George C. Dunham . 

Sir George W. Adams 

Sir D. C. MuNYAN, . 

Sir H. Chickering 

Sir D. A. Clary 

Sir I. D. Ferry 

Sir J. C. Parker. 

Regular Assemblies, Second Monday of each month ; 



Commander. 

Oeneralmsimo, 

Captain- General, 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer . 

Warder. 

Captains of the Ouard. 

Sentinel. 
number of Members, 62. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



Sir Lorenzo H. Gamwell, Pittsfield, Mass., 1866-67. 
Sir Henry Chickering, Pittsfield, Mass., 1868-70. 
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W00N80CKET COMMANDERY, WOONSOOKET, R. I. 

Charter, May 8, 1867. 



Annual Election in October. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir F. G. Jillson Commander. 

Sir M. P. Roberts Oenerafinsirno. 

Sir L. C. TouRTELLOT (7aplain- General. 

Sir Edwin Aldrich Prelate. 

Sir L. D. Jenckes Senior Warden. 

Sir C. W. Faixott Junior Warden. 

Sir Allen Thayer* Treasurer. 

Sir W. E. Parker Recorder. 

Sir Charleh Nourse Sword- Bearer. 

Sir Dr. H. W. Stillman .... Standard- Bearer. 

Sir Joshua E. Blood Warder. 

Sir Nathan Dawley \ 

Sir H. M. Grout >-.... Captains of the Guard. 

Sir R. O. Cooke ) 

Sir John Hackett Sentinel. 

Regular Assemblies, Second Tuesday of each month ; number of Members, 76, 



J 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



Sir Emerson Goddard, Woonsocket, R. I., 1867. 

Sir Ira W. Arnold, Woonsocket, R. I., 1868. 

Sir Stafford W. Razee, Woonsocket, R I., 1869, 
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GODFREY DE BOUILLON COMMANDERY, FALL RIVER, MASS. 

Charter, October 30, 1868. 



Annual Election, Third Wednesday in October. 



OPPICERS. 

E. Sir Robert C. Brown 

Sir John B. Whitaker . 

Sir Charles E. Case 

Sir Henry Paddock 

Sir George A. Ballard 

Sir Charles E. Gifpord 

Sir James Davis 

Sir Daniel E. Chace 

Sir Alpred H. Hartley 

Sir William M. Almy 

Sir John P. Henry . 

Sir Frederic K. Hill 

Sir James C. Ramsey 

Sir Silas Williams 

Sir William Preston 

Regular Assemblies, Third Wednesday of each month ; 



Commander. 
Oeneralissimo. 
Captain- General. 
Prelate. 

Senior- Warden. 
Junior- Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword- Bearer. 
Standard- Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Sentinel. 

number of Members, 79. 



PAST COMMANDER. 

Sir Robert Henry. Fall River, 1868. 
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CONNECTICUT VALLEY COMMANDERY, GREENFIELD, MASS. 

Charter, October 30, 1867. 



Annual Election, First Tuesday of November. 



OFFICERS 

E. Sir W. S. Severance 
Sir C. E. Severance 
Sir E J. Rice . 
Sir M. 8. Fellows . 
Sir Hiram O. Smith 
Sir JoiTN A. Clark . 
Sir George A. Allen 
Sir C. F. Foster 
Sir George Wilby . 
Sir William E. Dudley 
Sir George Pierce, Jr. 
Sir Thomas N. Austin 
Sir Charles Keeth 
Sir David Hunter 
Sir R. S. Prichard . 
Sir W. T. Davis 
Sir W. T. Davis 
Sir R. S. Prichard . 
Regular Assemblies, First Tuesday of each month ; 



Commander. 
Generalissimo. 
Captain- Getieral. 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword- Bearer. 
Stand/ird- Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of tJie Guard. 

Armorer. 
Musical Director. 
Organist. 
Sentinel. 

number of Merabere 81. 



PAST commanders. 



Sir Wendell T. Davis, Greenfield, Mass., 1867-68. 

Sir Rev. Peter Voorhees Finch, Greenfield, Mass., 1869-70 
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JOSEPH WARREN COMMANDERY, BOSTON HIGHLANDS, Mass. 

Chakter, January 1, 1869. 



Annual Election in October. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir James C. Tucker 
Sir Samuel Little . 
Sir William Hobbs 
Sir John T. Harris, Jr. 
Sir George Moulton 
Sir John F. Newton 
Sir Francis J. Ward 
Sir Byron A. Pollard 
Sir Horace G. Tucker 
Sir JuDSON Baldwin 
Sir Ebenezer Adams 
Sir Daniel W. Jones 
Sir Charles Harris 
Sir George R. Emerson 
Sir William H. Gerrish 
Sir William H. Gerrish 
Sir Elbridge Gerry Scott 

Regular AsBemblies, First Monday of each month ; 



Commander. 

Oeneralmimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

TredHurer. 

.Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bea rer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Ovard. 

MuHvcdl Director. 

Organist. 

Sentinel and Armorer. 

number of members, 76. 



PAST COMMANDER. 

Sir James C. Tucker, Boston, 1869-70. 
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NARRAGANSETT COMMANDER Y, WESTERLY, R. I. 

Charter, June, 1869. 



Annual Election, Second Monday in June. 



OFFICERS. 

E. Sir George G. Stillman 
Sir J. Alonzo Babcock 
Sir A. N. Lewis 
Sir Thomas H. Peabody 
Sir Joseph Dews 
Sir C. W. Marston . 
Sir Thomas H. Browning 
Sir Samuel H. Cross 
Sir E. H. Knowles . 
Sir Horace Brightman 
Sir A. A. Crandall 
Sir George C. Stillman 
Sir Henry B. Gavitt 
Sir R. F. Lattimer 
Sir James Stillman 
Sir Thomas M. Place 
Regular Assemblies, Second Monday in each month ; 



Commander. 

Oeneralissimo. 

Captain - General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard-Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Otiard. 

Organist. 
Sentinel. 
number of members, 29. 



i 

1 



i 



PAST commander. 

Sir James M. Pendleton, Westerly, R. I., 1869-70. 



i 
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WILLIAM PARKMAN COMMANDERY, EAST BOSTON, MASS. 

Charter, May 12, 1870. 



Annual Election, Second Monday in June. 



OFFICERS 



E. Sir Seth C. Ames 
Sir Albert B. Barrett 
Sir Edson C. Chamberlin 
ir Philander Nutter 
ir William J. Ellis 
ir Benjamin Albee 
Elisha Pote 
Edward H. Morse 
George F. Hosea 
Thomas Shaw 
William Waters, Jr 



S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 



s 
s 
s 
s 

8 

s 
s 



r 

r 

r 

r 

r 

r J. Hiram S. Pearson 

r Henry Kenney, Jr. 

r Isaac McAllister 

r Samuel W. Gleason 

r William Dutemple . 

r William Dutemple . 

r Samuel W. Gleason 



I 



Commander. 

Generalissimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden, 

Treasurer, 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Armorer. 
Musical Director. 
Organist. 



Sentinel. 
Regular Assemblies, Second Thursday of each month ; number of Members, 60. 



past commander. 
Sir Seth C. Ames, M. D., East Boston, Mass., 1870. 
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BRISTOL COMMANDERY, MANSFIELD, MASS. 



Charter, Mat 28, 1870. 



OFFICERS 



i 



E. Sir Charles E Smith 



S 
S 

s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 
s 

8 
8 
S 

8 
S 



r Daniel B. Whittier 
r Daniel H. Smith 
r Samuel S. Ginnodo , 
r Freeman J. Sawyer 
r John B. Maintien 
r William Graves 
r Eliphalet Smith 
r Henry F. Day . 
r William B. Crocker 
r William H. Thomas 
r John Q. Lynch 
r O. 8. Thayer 
r Thomas Schofield 
r Charles H. Sawyer 



Commander. 

Oeneralimm/>. 

Captain- Oeneral. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

SiJDord'Bearer. 

Standard' Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of tJie Guard. 

Sentinel. 



Stated Meetings, Friday on or before full moon. 
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NORTHAMPTON COMMANDERY, NORTHAMPTON, MASS. 



Chabter, June 2, 1870. 



OFFICERS 



E. Sir David W. Crafts 
Sir Charles S. Pratt 
■^ii George S. Phelps 
Sir JosiAH H. Prindle 
Sir Joseph C. Williams 
Sir Aaron C. Barton 
Sir Ansel Wright, Jr. 
Sir Edward C. Crafts 
Sir William C. Pomeroy 
Sir Smith Carr 
Sir Timothy P. Lyman 
Sir Ira H. Stevens 
Sir Robert R. Mayers 
Sir Charles H. Taynten 
Sir Christopher Clarke 
Sir John A. Prentiss 



Commander. 

Generalimmo. 

Captain General. 

Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Becorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bea/rer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard, 

Musical Director. 
Sentinel. 



Annual AssemblieB, Second Monday in October ; Stated Meetings, Second Mon^ 
da^ in each month. 
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SOUTH SHORE COMMANDERY, WEYMOUTH, MASS. 



Chartbr, Junb 9, 1870. 



OFFICERS 



E. Sir Z. L. BiCKNELL 
Sir George W. Fay 
Sir E. Waters Burr 
Sir William Humphrey 
Sir Andrew J. Gavey . 
Sir Thomas H. Humphrey 
Sir Prescott Lathrop . 
Sir U. H. Pratt 
Sir Alanson A. Holbrook 
Srr Alvah Raymond, Jr. 
Sir Richard V. Mekchant 
Sir Charles Simmons 
Sir C. H. Newton 
Sir S. M. S. Pratt 
Sir Andrew J. Randall 



I 



Commander. 

Generalmimo. 

Captain- General. 

Prelate. 

Senior- Warden. 

Junior Warden. 

Treasurer. 

Recorder. 

Sword-Bearer. 

Standard- Bearer. 

Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Sentinel. 



Stated Meetings, Monday on or before the full inoon. 
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TRINITY COMMANDERY, HUDSON, MASS. 



OFFICERS 



E. Sir Frederick J. Foss 



S 

s 
s 
s 
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r Nathan S. Chamberlaen 
r William E. C. Worcester 
r William H. Moulton 

r WiLLARD HODGHTON 

r Marshall P. Rogers 

r Edmund M. Stowe . 

r John F. Cotting 

r William F. Trowbridge 

r Henry Wilkins 

r Charles E. Hall 

r Lyman T. Jefts 

r B E. Ball 

r Luman Morse 

r Phillip E. Mill ay 




Commander. 
Oeneralissimo. 
Captain General, 
Prelate. 

Senior Warden. 
Junior Warden. 
Treasurer. 
Recorder. 
Sword Bearer. 
Standard Bearer. 
Warder. 

Captains of the Guard. 

Sentinel. 



Stated Meetings, Thursday on or after full moop. 
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NATICK COMMANDERY, NATICR, MASS. 



OFFICERS. 

Sir Jameb H. Parker, Commander. 



COEUR DE LION COMMANDERY, CHARLESTOWN, MASS. ] 



OFFICERS 



Sir George H. Harden, .... Commander, 

Sir William H. Kent, Generalissimo. 

Sjr William Patterson, .... Captain- General, 
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RECAPITULATION. 

« 

The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island is 
composed of 

Grand Officers (Sentinel excluded) 16 

Past Grand Officers (permanent members, excluding present Grand 
Officers) .43 

Past Commanders of Subordinate Commanderies (permanent mem- 
bers not included in enumeration of past or present Grand Offi- 
cers, or present Commanders) 91 

Commanders, Generalissimos, and Captains-General of 31 Subordi- 
nate Commanderies, 93 

Total, . . . 243 

Whole number of Knights affiliated with Subordinate Command- 
eries, 4,266 
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MAINE ENCAMPMENT, PORTLAND, MAINE. 
Charter, March 17, 1821. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 



(While under the jurisdiction of* the Grand Encampment of Massachu- J 

setts and Rhode Island.) { 

Sir Rev. Solomon Silas. Sir Joseph M. Gerrish. ' 
Sir Thomas S. Bowles. Sir Samuel Fessenden. 



Maine Encampment ceased to be under tlie jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, October 10, 1849. In 
1854, it was removed from Portland to Gardiner, where it is now located. 



♦ ♦ ♦- 



VILLAGE ENCAMPMENT, GREENWICH, MASS. 
Charter, June 16, 1826. 



PAST COMMANDERS. 

* Sir EzEKiEL L. Bascomb, 1825. Sir John Warner, 1827. 

Sir Rev. Lucius R. Paige, D. D., 1826. Sir Rev. Joshua Flagg, 1828. 



The Charter of this Encampment was declared forfeited by a vote of 
the Grand Encampment, at a Special Assembly held February 28, 1838. 
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KNKiHTaTEMPLARS AND APPENDANT ORDERS 



OF MASSACHUSETTS AND RHODE ISLAND. 



ARTICLE I.— GRAND COMMANDERY. 

STYLE AND TITLE. 

Section 1. — The style and title of this Body is " The 
Grand Commandery of Knights Templars and the Append- 
ant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode Island." 

JURISDICTION. 

Sect. 2. — Its jurisdiction extends over the territorial 
limits of Massachusetts and Rhode Island. 

POWERS. 

Sect. 3. — In it alone is vested the right and duty, which 
it cannot delegate, to superintend and govern all Command- 
eries of Knights Templars and the Appendant Orders 
within this jurisdiction. 
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It has exclusive power to grant Dispensations and War- 
rants for forming and opening Commanderies of the above 
Orders, and to extend or revoke the same. 

*It enacts statutes and issues edicts, and amends and 
repeals the same. 

It censures, suspends, and erases Councils and Com- 
manderies, and holds any of their members amenable for 
any violation or neglect of its statutes and edicts. 



It has supreme authority, throughout this jurisdiction, in 
all matters pertaining to Templar Masonry, subject only to 
the ancient landmarks of the Order, and the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 

MEMBERS. 

Sect. 4. — It shall consist of a Grand Commander, Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Grand Generalissimo, Grand Cap- 
tain-General, Grand Prelate, Senior Grand Warden, Junior 
Grand Warden, Grand Treasurer, Grand Recorder, Grand 
Sword-Bearer, Grand Standard-Bearer, Grand Warder, 
Grand Captain of the Guards, Grand Sentinel, — ex-offidis; 
of all Past Grand Commanders, and Grand Masters, Past 
Deputy Grand Commanders, and Deputy Grand Masters, 
Past Grand Generalissimos, and Past Grand Captains-Gene- 
ral of this Body ; of the Commanders, Generalissimos, and 
Captains- General, for the time being, of all subordinate 
Commanderies under this jurisdiction ; and of all Past Com- 
manders of such subordinates, so long as they are members 
of Commanderies under this jurisdiction, in good standing. 

The above-named Present and Past Officers (the Grand 
Sentinel excepted), and Representatives and Past Com- 
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maiiders of subordinate Commanderies, are the only voters 
in this Grand Commandery. 

A permanent member has but one vote in his own right 
as such, and but two in any case. 

ATTENDANCE AND PROXIES. 

Sect. 5. — Each of the oflScers named in the preceding 
section, save and except Past Commanders and the Grand 
Sentinel, being unable to attend the Assemblies in person, 
shall have the power to appoint a proxy, who shall be enti- 
tled to all the rights and privileges of his constituent, 
except that of taking his rank in Grand Commandery. 

Such proxy must, at the time of his service, be a mem- 
ber of the same subordinate Commandery as his principal, 
and a Templar of not less than three years' standing, and 
must present a properly authenticated certificate of his 
appointment. 

OFFICERS, election, AND TITLES. 

Sect. 6. — The first nine oflScers shall be chosen by 
written ballot ; the others, by appointment of the Grand 
Commander. 

No Knight is eligible to any oflSce in this Grand Com- 
mandery, unless he be a member of some subordinate 
Commandery, and a Templar of not less than three years' 
standing. 

The oflScers thus chosen shall serve until their successors 
have been installed. The title of the Grand Commander 
is "Right Eminent;" that of Deputy Grand Commander, 
" Very Eminent ;" of the other Grand OflScers, "Eminent." 



CONSTITUTION OF THE GRAND COMMANDEBY. 



Sect. 7. — Tliiw Gratid Commandery shall assemble in 
October and May "f each year, at such time and place as 
the presiding; officer shall appoint, — in October, tor the 
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Commandery under Dispensation once in three months, and 
every chartered Commandery annually, and cause a report 
of the same to be made at the Annual Assembly of this 
Grand Commandery. 

It is the duty of the Grand Treasurer to report to the 
Grand Commander or presiding ofBcer, whenever and as 
often as there shall be a surplus of one hundred dollars in 
the treasury, not subject to any appropriation already 
made ; and to invest the same by and with the advice of 
the first two officers. 

It is the duty of'' the Grand Recorder, annually, to com- 
municate to .the Grand Recorders of all State Grand Com- 
manderies, and to the Grand Recorder of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States of America, a list of all 
the Grand Officers of this Grand Commandery, and all such 
other matters as the Right Eminent Grand Commander 
shall deem to be for the general good of the Order, or use- 
ful for their information. 

The other duties of the above ofiicers, and the duties of 
the other officers, are such as are traditionally appropriate 
to their offices, and such as may be required of them by 
this Grand Commandery and the Grand Commander. 

NEW COMMANDERIES. 

Sect. 9. — Dispensations for forming and opening new 
Commanderies, upon the petition of not less than nine 
Knights Templars residing within the jurisdiction, may be 
issued by the Grand Commander during recess of the 
Grand Commandery only. — Dispensations so issued to be 
offeree only until the succeeding stated Assembly of this 



208 CONSTITUnON OP THE GRAND COMMANDERT. 

Body, unless continued by vote thereof: provided, however, 
that no Dispensation shall be issued without the consent 
of the Commandery nearest to the place where the new 
one is to be located ; and, if in that town or city there is 
more than one, the consent of all shall be obtained. 

Charters shall be granted by vote of the Grand Com- 
mandery alone, and at a Stated Assembly. 

A Commandery formed within this jurisdiction, without 
a Dispensation or Charter, as above provided, shall be 
deemed illegal ; and all communication between Command- 
eries under this jurisdiction, and the members of such ille- 
gal ones, is hereby strictly forbidden. 

FEES FOR DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

• 

Sect. 10. — The fees for a Dispensation are forty dollars 
to the Grand Commandery, and three dollars to the Grand 
Recorder; and, for a Charter, sixty dollars to the Grand 
Commandery, and seven dollars to the Grand Recorder; 
and, for a Charter without a previous Dispensation, one 
hundred dollars to the Grand Commandery, and ten dollars 
to the Grand Recorder. In no case shall a Dispensation 
or Charter be issued, until the required fees shall have 
been paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

GRAND FUND. 

Sect. 11. — One tenth of the unincumbered funds of this 
Body, at its Annual Assembly in October, 1859, and one 
tenth of its present and future income, shall be set apart, 
and shall form a "Grand Fund;" the interest only of which 
shall be expended, for charitable and other purposes, at 
the discretion of this Grand Body : provided, however^ that 
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no portion of the interest shall be expended for any pur- 
pose whatever, until the principal shall amount to five 
thousand dollars. The unexpended income of the fund, 
and all donations to the same, shall be annually added to 
the principal. Until this fund shall amount to five thou- 
sand dollars, it shall not be in knightly faith to diminish 
the rate of increase as provided above. 

The Grand Commander, Grand Treasurer, and Grand 
Recorder, shall be a Committee, to be styled "The Grand 
Fund Committee," whose duty it shall be to attend to the 
safe and profitable investment of this fund. They shall 
also make a detailed report, in writing, of its condition at 
each and every Annual Assembly in October. A failure 
so to do shall render them inelligible to re-election for the 
ensuing year. 



a? 
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ARTICLE II.— SUBORDINATE COMMANDERIES. 

Section 1. — Every subordinate Commaiidery shall con- 
sist of a Commander, Generalissimo, C«aptain- General, Pre- 
late, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, 
Sword-Bearer, Standard-Bearer, and Warder, and such 
other officers and members as may be found convenient. 

ASSEMBLIES. 

Sect. 2. — Every subordinate Commandery shall assemble 
at least quarterly for improvement and business. 

JURISDICTION. 

Sect. 3. — Every subordinate Commandery shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction in receiving applications for, and 
conferring the Orders of Knighthood over, all territory 
lying nearer the usual travelled routes to its place of 
meeting than to that of any other Commandery ; provided, 
that any Commandery may waive this jurisdiction in favor 
of any person desirous to apply to any other Commandery. 

officers: election and duties. 

Sect. 4. — The first eight officers shall be elected by 
written ballot : the others may be appointed by the Com- 
mander at the pleasure of the Commandery. The officers 
thus chosen shall serve until their successors shall have 
been installed. The title of the Commander is "Eminent." 
The Commander of a subordinate Commandery has it in 
special charge to see that the By-Laws of his Commandery 
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and this Grand Constitution are duly observed ; that accu- 
rate records are kept, and just accounts rendered; that 
regular returns to this Grand Commandery are made annu- 
ally ; and that the annual dues are promptly paid. He 
calls special Assemblies of his Commandery at pleasure ; 
and it is his duty, with his Generalissimo and Captain- Gen- 
eral, to attend all Assemblies of this Grand Commandery. 

The duties of the other officers are such as are tradition- 
ally appropriate, and such as may be assigned them by the 
Commandery or the Commander. 

OBLIGATION. 

Sect. 5. — The officers of every subordinate Commandery 
before installation, and every candidate upon admission, 

« 

shall take the following obligation, viz : '" I , do 

promise and vow that I will support and maintain the Con- 
stitution of the Grand Commandery of Knights Templars 
and the Appendant Orders of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, and the Constitution of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States of America." 

ANNUAL RETURNS. 

Sect. 6. — Every subordinate Commandery shall make a 
return to the Grand Recorder of this Grand Commandery, 
on or before the tenth day of October, annually, of the roll 
of its officers and members, of all candidates for the Orders, 
accepted or rejected ; and shall pay to this Grand Com- 
mandery five dollars for every Knight created, and an 
annual fee of three dollars. 

ORDERS, FEES, AND RULE OF SUCCESSION. 

Sect. 7. — No subordinate Commandery shall confer the 
Orders of Knighthood for a less sum than thirty dollars, 
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nor on any person who shall not have regularly received 
the several degrees of E.A., F.C., M.M., M.M.M., P.M , M. 
E.M., and R.A.M., ; and no candidate for the Orders shall 
be balloted for, unless he shall have stood proposed at 
least fourteen days, unless a Dispensation therefor shall be 
obtained from the R. E. Grand Commander. The Orders 
shall be conferred in the following succession, viz : — 1. 
Knight op the Red Cross ; 2. Knight Templar ; 3. Knight 
OP Malta. 



SOJOURNERS. 

Sect. 8. — It is not regular for a subordinate Command- 
ery to confer the Orders of Knighthood upon any sojourner 
from any State or place in which there is a Commandery 
regularly established, except by consent of the Command- 
ery having jurisdiction. Any Commandery which violates 
this regulation shall be subject to knightly discipline, and 
be required to pay, on demand, to the Commandery having 
jurisdiction, the amount of fees received. 

Any Commandery may, however, take cognizance of the 
conduct of sojourning Knights. 



questions. 

Sect. 9. — In every Assembly of Knights, all questions, 
except of the admission of candidates and members, and of 
matters specially reserved by the By-Laws, shall be de- 
cided by a majority vote, — the presiding oflScer, if a mem- 
ber, being entitled to one vote, and, in case of a tie, to the 
casting vote. 
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COSTUME. 

Sect. 10. — The costume of this Grand Commandery and 
its subordinates is such as is, from time to time, approved 
by this Grand Body. 

OPENING AND CLOSING. 

Sect. 11. — All Councils and Commanderies should be 
opened and closed in due and ancient form ; and Command- 
eries with devotion. 

AMENDMENTS. 

Sect. 12. — This Grand Constitution may be altered or 
amended by vote of two-thirds of the members present at 
any Annual Assembly in October. 
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CONSTITUTION. 



ARTICLE FIRST. 

OF THE GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Section 1. — How Constituted. 

The Grand Encampment of Knights Templars of the 
United States is constituted as follows : — 

The Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Gen- 
eralissimo, Grand Captain- General, Grand Prelate, Grand 
Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Recorder, Grand Standard-Bearer, Grand Sword- 
Bearer, Grand Warder, Grand Captain of the Guard ; like- 
wise, all Past Grand Masters, all Past Deputy Grand Mas- 
ters, all Past Grand Generalissimos, and all Past Gran(* 
Captains- General of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States; likewise, all Grand Commanders, all Past Grand 
Commanders, all Deputy Grand Commanders, all Grand 
Generalissimos, and all Grand Captains- General of each 
State Grand Commandery that acknowledges the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States Grand Encampment. Each of the 
individuals above enumerated shall be entitled, when pres- 
ent, to one vote in all the proceedings of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States ; likewise, the first three 
28 
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offices of each Commandery that holds its Charter imme- 
diately from the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

These, or as many of them as may be- present at any 
meeting of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
shall be entitled collectively to one vote. 

AU officers of the late General Grand Encampment shall 
rank and have all the privileges of members of equal rank 
as provided for herein. 

No person shall be eligible to any office in the Grand 
Encampment of the United States, unless he shall be at 
the time a member of some subordinate Commandery under 
the general or immediate jurisdiction of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 

Section II. — Proxies. 

The first four officers named in Section I. of this Article ; 
likewise, the first four officers of all State Grand Command- 
eries ; likewise, the first three officers of all subordinate 
chartered Commanderies held under the immediate juris- 
diction of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
may appear and vote by proxy ; said proxies being at the 
time of service members of subordinate Commanderies, 
and producing a properly authenticated certificate of their 
apppointment. 

Section III. — Titles. 

The title of the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment 
of the United States is Most Eminent Orand Master of 
Knights Templars; that of the Deputy Grand Master, Right 
Eminent ; of the remaining officers of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, Very Eminent. 
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Section IV. — Meetings. 

The stated Meetings of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States shall occur triennially, at . such time and 
place as may have been previously designated by the 
Standing Committee (see Art. IV. Sec. 4. Rule 5,) and 
approved by the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

Special Meetings may be called by the Most Eminent 
Grand Master at his discretion ; and it shall be his duty, 
upon the requisition of the majority of the State Grand 
Commanderies, to him directed in writing, to call special 
Meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

The Grand OflScers shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors shall be duly elected and installed. 

At the Stated Meetings of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States, there shall be reviewed and considered 
all the official reports of its officers, and of the State Grand 
and subordinate Commanderies for the preceding three 
years; they shall proceed to elect by ballot the several 
officers of the Grand Encampment of the United States, 
save and except the Prelate and Captain of the Guard, 
who shall be appointed by the Grand Master at the open- 
ing of the Triennial Sessions (see Art. Sec. 5) ; to adopt 
such rules and edicts as may be necessary for the good of 
the Order ; to examine the accounts of the Grand Secretary 
and Grand Recorder ; to supervise the state and condition 
of the finances, and adopt such measures in relation thereto 
as may be necessary to increase, secure, and preserve the 
same, and also to insure the utmost punctuality on the 
part of every accounting officer, in the safe keeping and 
paying over the funds and property of the Grand Encamp- 



220 CONSTITUTION OP THE 

« 

ment ; to grant or withhold Warrants, Dispensations, and 
CharterH for all new State or subordinate Commanderies 
(see Art. II. Sec. 1, and Art. III. Sec. 1) ; for good cause 
to revoke pre-existing Warrants, Charters, or Dispensa- 
tions ; to assign the limits of the State Grand Command- 
eries, and settle all controversies that may arise between 
them ; and finally, to consider and do all matters and things 
appertaining to the good, well-being, and perpetuation of 
the principles of Templar Masonry. 

No business shall be transacted at the called meeting 
save that which was specified in the original summons. 

At every meeting, all questions shall be determined by 
a majority of votes, the presiding officer being entitled to 
one vote. In case the votes are equally divided, he has 
the casting vote. This Grand Encampment being a legis- 
lative body, acknowledging no superior, admits an appeal 
to be taken by any member from the decision of the chair, 
on any question under consideration therein ; provided, 
however, that such appeal shall not be maintained unless 
two-thirds of all the members present shall vote therefor. 
That right is adopted for this Grand Encampment alone, 
and is not to be construed as establishing a precedent for 
the guidance of any other Masonic Body. 

Section V. — Duties of the Officers. 

1. The Grand Master. — It is the prerogative and duty 
of the Grand Master generally to exercise, as occasion 
may require, all the rights appertaining to his high office, 
in accordance with the usages of Templar Masonry. And, 
as a part thereof, he shall have a watchful supervision over 
all the Commanderies, State and subordinate, in the United 
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States, and see that all the constitutional enactments, rules, 
and edicts of the Grand Encampment are duly and promptly 
•observed, and that the dress, work, and discipline of Tem- 
plar Masonry everywhere are uniform. 

Among his special duties and prerogatives are the fol- 
lowing :^- 

To appoint the Prelate and Captain of the Guard, at the 
Triennial Meetings of the Grand Encampment. (See Art. 
I. Sec 4.) 

To call Special Meetings of the Grand Encampment of 
the United States. (See Art. I. Sec. 4.) 

To visit and preside at any Commandery, Grand or subor- 
dinate, in the United States, and give such instructions and 
directions as the good of the Institution may require, 
always adhering to the ancient landmarks. 

To cause to be executed, and securely to preserve or 
keep, the official bonds and securities of the Grand Treas- 
urer and Grand Recorder. (See Art. IV. Sec. 3). 

To grant letters of Dispensation during the recess of the 
Grand Encampment, for the institution of new Command- 
eries (See Art. III. Sec. 1), such Dispensations, to be in 
force no longer than the next Triennial Meeting of that 
Body, and promptly to notify the Grand Recorder of the 
issuing of said Letters of Dispensation. 

To approve and grant Warrants during the recess of the 
Grand Encampment, for the institution of State Grand Com- 
manderies in States,^ Districts, or Territories where the 
same have not been heretofore established. (See Art. II. 
Sec. 1.) 

To manage and control the contingent fund. (See Art. 
IV. Sec. 1.) 

2. The Deputy Grand Master. — The Deputy Grand 
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Master, in the event of the death, removal, or physical in- 
competency of his superior, shall act as the Grand Master. 
At all other times he shall perform such duties as may be 
assigned him by the Grand Encampment or the Grand 
Master. 

3. The Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain-Gen- 
eral. — In the absence of their respective superiors, the 
Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain- General shall 
severally act as Grand Master, in order, according to rank. 
At all other times they shall perform such duties as may 
be assigned them by the Grand Encampment, or such as 
are traditionally appropriate to their respective stations. 

4. The Grand Treasurer. — The Grand Treasurer, 
unless otherwise directed by the Grand Encampment, shall 
invest, from time to time, all such moneys as may come to 
his hands, belonging to the Grand Encampment, over and 
above the sum of three hundred dollars, in such way as he 
may judge most to the interest of the Grand Encampment, 
but subject to call on thirty days' notice. And the same 
shall be at his command on the first day of September pre- 
ceding the Triennial Meeting of the Grand Encampment. 
He shall render to the Grand Encampment, at its Triennial 
Meetings, a true and perfect account of his doings in this 
respect, together with an account of all moneys received, 
the earnings thereon accrued from investments, and the 
amounts disbursed by him during the vacation ; likewise a 
copy of the same to the Grand Master, by the first day of 
September preceding the Triennial Meeting, to the end 
that the Grand Master may make such suggestions on 
account thereof as he may deem necessary. 
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He shall pay all drafts drawn upon the contingent fund 
by the Grand Master. (See Art. IV. Sec. 1.) 

He shall carefully preserve, and render from time to 
time, as ordered, an inventory of all property belonging to 
the Grand Encampment intrusted to his keeping. 

5. The Grand Recorder. — The Grand Recorder shall 
collect and receive all the revenues of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, and pay over the amount to the Grand Treasurer 
whenever it reaches the sum of one hundred dollars. He 
shall render annually to the Grand Master and to the Grand 
Treasurer copies of his accounts of all moneys received 
and expended by him — naming the sources from which 
they were received — ^bringing up said accounts to the first 
day of September ; likewise to the Grand Encampment, 
triennially, a general account of the same. He shall for- 
ward to each newly constituted Commandery, immediately 
upon receiving official notice that a Dispensation has 
issued, a copy of this constitution, together with whatever 
rules and edicts are in force. 

He shall report to the Grand Encampment, on the second 
day of each Triennial Meeting, the names of those Com- 
manderies working under the immediate juris,diction of 
the Grand Encampment, which have not complied with 
the requisition (See Art. III. Sec. 4) to furnish him with 
its fall triennial, historical, and financial returns for the use 
of the Grand Encampment. 

He shall report annually, on the first day of September, 
to the Grand Master, the names of those Commanderies, 
working under the immediate jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment, which have not complied with the requisi- 
tion (see Art. III. Sec. 4) to furnish him with its full annual, 
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historical, and financial returns for the use of the Grand 
Master. 

He shall open and keep a " Book of Templar Masonry," 
in which shall be entered, in appropriate columns, the fol- 
lowing subjects : — 

A. — A Register of Commanderies, to contain, — 

1. The date of issuing of every Warrant, Dispensation, 
and Charter for a Grand or subordinate Commandery, 
granted by authority of the Grand Encampment since its 
origin. 

2. The roll of officers of the Grand Conclave of the 
Royal, Exalted, Religious, and Military Order of Masonic 
Knights Templars in England and Wales, together with 
the roll of Encampments, oflScers, and members of the Prov- 
incial Grand Conclave of Canada. 

B. — A Register of Membership , to contain, — 

1. The roll of officers of the Grand Encampment, with 
their terms of service, &c., &c., since the origin of the 
same. 

2. The roll of officers and members of each Grand and 
subordinate Commandery, now working under the juris- 
diction of the Grand Encampment, with all the current 
changes resulting from removals, dismissions, suspensions, 
expulsions, and deaths. 

C. — Historical Data, tending to lighten up the history 
of Templar Masonry in the United States. 

Likewise, to collect and in orderly volumes bind a copy 
of all the Proceedings of the Grand Encampment since its 
organization; together with copies of By-Laws, impres- 



GRAND ENCAMPMENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 225 

sioiis of seals, Proceedings of State Grand Commanderies, 
&c., &c., and to make a triennial report of his official acts. 

6. The Remaining Officers. — The duties of the re- 
maining officers of the Grand Encampment are such as are 
traditionally appropriate to their respective stations, or 
such as may be assigned them by the Grand Encampment. 

The Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand 
Generalissimo, and the Grand Captain- General are sever- 
ally authorized to visit and preside in any Commandery of 
Knights Templars throughout the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Encampment, and to give such instructions and directions 
as the good of the Institution may require, always adher- 
ing to the ancient landmarks. 

In the event of the absence of all the four principal offi- 
cers of the Grand Encampment, the Past Grand Officers, 
according to rank and seniority of service, shall be empow- 
ered to preside. 

The Grand Treasurer and the Grand Recorder shall sev- 
erally give bond and security, in such form and to such an 
amount, but not less than double the estimated triennial 
receipts by either, as shall from time to time be deter- 
mined by the Grand Master, who shall judge and approve 
the sufficiency of such bonds and securities, and who shall 
keep and preserve the same. 

Any Grand Officers — save as above excepted — coming 

into receipt of moneys or property belonging to the Grand 

Encampment shall forthwith remit the same to the Grand 

Eecorder. 
29 
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ARTICLE SECOND. 

OF THE STATE GRAND COMM ANDERIES. 

Section 1. — How Constituted. 

Whenever there shall be three or more subordinate char- 
tered Commanderies instituted or holden under this Con- 
stitution, in any one State, District, or Territory, in which 
a Grand Encampment has not been heretofore formed, a . 
Orand Commandery may be formed, after obtaining the 
approval of the Grand Master or the Grand Encampment. 
Its jurisdiction shall be the territorial limits in which it is 
holden. 

A State Grand Commandery consists of the following 
members : — ^ 

Grand Commander, Deputy Grand Commander, Grand 
Generalissimo, Grand Captain. General, Grand Prelate, 
Grand Senior Warden, Grand Junior Warden, Grand Treas- 
urer, Grand Recorder, Grand Standard- Bearer, Grand 
Sword-Bearer, Grand Warder, and Grand Captain of the 
Guard ; likewise, all Past Grand Commanders and Grand 
Masters, all Past Deputy Grand Commanders and Deputy 
Grand Masters, all Past Grand Generalissimos, all Past 
Grand Captains- General, of the same Grand Commandery, 
so long as they remain members of the subordinate Com- 
manderies under the same territorial jurisdiction ; likewise, 
the Commander, Generalissimo, and Captain- General of 
each subordinate Commandery, working under th^e same 
Grand Commandery ; likewise, all Past Commanders of the 
subordinate Commanderies, working under the same Grand 
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Commanderies, so long as they remain members of subor- 
dinate Commanderies under the same territorial jurisdic- 
tion. 

Each of the individuals enumerated in this section shall 
be entitled, when present, to one vote in all the proceed- 
ings of the State Grand Commandery. 

No person shall be eligible to any office in the State 
Grand Commandery, unless he shall be at the time a mem- 
ber of some subordinate Commandery, working under the 
same Grand Commandery. 

The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island is recognized as holding jurisdiction over both 
those States. 

Section II. — Proxies. 

Any officer specified in Section I. of this Article, save 
and except Past Commanders, may appear and vote by 
proxy, said proxy being, at the time of service, a member 
of the same subordinate Commandery as his principal, and 
producing a properly authenticated certificate of his ap- 
pointment. 

Section III. — Titles. 

The title and designation of the Grand Commander of a 
State Grand Commandery is Bight Eminent; that of Dep- 
uty Grand Commander, Very Eminent ; of the remaining 
oflScers of the Grand Commandery, Eminent, 

Section IV. — Meetings. 

The Stated Meetings of a State Grand Commandery shall 
occur annually, at such time and place as said Grand Com- 
mandery, in its discretion, may direct, 
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Special Meetings may be called by th 
mandiT, at his diecretion. 

The several Grand Officers shall hold tl 
offices until their successors shall be duly 
stalled. 

At the Stated Meetings of each Grand 
there shall be reviewed and considered 
reports of its officers and of the subordinate 
within its jurisdiction for the preceding yet 
proceed to elect by ballot the several officer 
Commandery (See Art. II. Sec. 1,); to ad 
and edicts, subordinate to the Constitutior 
Encampment of the United States, as may h< 
the good of the Order; to examine the a< 
Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder ; to 
state and condition of the finances, and ado 
ures in relation thereto as may be necessai 
secure, and preserve the same, and also 
utmost punctuality on the part of every ace 
in the safe keeping and paying over the fu 
erty of the Grand Commandery ; to grant or 
pensations and Charters for all new Comt 
good cause to revoke any pre-existing Char 
sation; to assign the limits of subordinate 
within its own jurisdiction, and settle all cor 
may arise between them. And finally, to c( 
all matters and things appertaining to the go 
and perpetuation of Templar Masonry, but 
dinate to the Grand Encampment of the Uni 

No business shall be transacted at the o 
Bave that vrhich was specified in the orig 



GRAND ENCAMPMENT OP THE UNITED STATES. 229 

At every meeting, all questions shall be determined by 
a majority of votes, the presiding officer for the time-being 
being entitled to one vote. In case the votes are equally 
divided, he shall also give the casting vote. No appeal 
shall lie to the Grand Commandery from the decision of 
the Grand Commander. 

Section V. — Duties of its Officers. 

1. The Grand Commander. — The Grand Commander 
of a State Grand Commandery shall have a watchful super- 
vision over all the subordinate Commanderies under his 
jurisdiction, and see that all the constitutional enactments, 
rules, and edicts of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, and of his own Grand Commandery, are duly and 
promptly observed. 

He shall have the power and authority, during the recess 
of his Grand Commandery, to grant Letters of Dispensa- 
tion to a competent number of petitioners, nine or more, 
residing within his jurisdiction, and possessing the consti- 
tutional qualifications empowering them to form and open 
a Commandery ; such_Dispensations to be in force no longer 
than the next Annual Meeting of his Grand Commandery. 
But no Letters of Dispensation for constituting a new Com- 
mandery shall be issued, save upon the recommendation of 
the Commandery in the same territorial jurisdiction nearest 
the place of the new Commandery prayed for. 

He may call Special Meetings of his Grand Commandery 
at his discretion. (See Art. IL Sec. 4.) 

He may visit and preside at any Commandery within the 
jurisdiction of his Grand Commandery, and give such in- 
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fitructions and directions as the good of the Institution may 
reipiire, hut always adhering to the ancient landmarks. 

It is his duty, either in person or by proxy, to attend all 
meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

2. Thb Deputy Grand Commander. — The Deputy Grand 
Commander, in the event of the death, removal, or physi- 
cal inccmipetency of his superior, sliall act as the Grand 
Commander. At all other times he shall perform such 
duties as may be assigned him by the Commandery or the 
Grand Commander. 

It is his duty, either in person or by proxy, to attend 
all meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. 

3. Grand Generalissimo and Grand Captain- General. 
In the absence of their respective superiors, the Grand 
Generalissimo and Grand Captain- General shall severally 
act as Grand Commanders, in order^ according to rank. At 
all other times they shall perform such duties as may be 
assigned them by the Grand Commandery, or such as are 
traditionally appropriate to their respective stations. 

It is their duty, either in person or by proxy, to attend 
all meetings of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States. 

4. The Grand Recorder. — The Grand Recorder shall 
make an annual communication to the Grand Recorder of 
each of the other Grand Commanderies ; likewise to the 
Grand Master and the Grand Recorder of the Grand En- 
campment of the United States; said communication to 
embrace the roll of Grand Officers and such other matter 
as may conduce to the general good of the Order. He 
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shall also regularly transmit to the Grand Master and 
Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States copies of all the By-Laws and Regulations adopted 
by his Grand Commandery. 

The duties of the remaining officers, as well as those 
above specified, shall be such as are traditionally appropri- 
ate to their respective stations, or allotted to them by the 
Grand Commandery, and corresponding, as near as may be, 
to those of the corresponding officers of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the United States. 

In the event of the absence of all the four principal offi- 
cers of the Grand Commandery, the Past Grand Officers, 
according to the rank and seniority of service, shall be 
empowered to preside. 

ARTICLE THIRD. 

OF SUBORDINATE 00 MM ANDE RIES. 

Section 1. — How Constituted. 

Each State Grand Commandery shall have exclusive 
power to constitute new Commanderies within its jurisdic- 
tion. During the recess of the Grand Commandery, the 
Grand Commander shall have power to grant Letters of 
Dispensation to a competent number of petitioners, nine or 
more, possessing the constitutional qualifications, and 
residing within its territorial jurisdiction, empowering 
them to form and open a Commandery for a term of time 
not extending beyond the next Stated Meeting of the 
Grand Commandery. 

The Grand Encampment of the United States shall have 
exclusive power to constitute new Commanderies within 
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any State, District, or Territory wherein there is no State 
Commandery regularly formed under the authority of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States. During the 
recess of the Grand Encampment, the Grand Master , shall 
have the power to grant Letters of Dispensation to a com- 
petent number of petitioners, nine or more, possessing the 
constitutional qualifications, and residing within said unap- 
propriated State, District, or Territory, empowering them 
to form and open a Commandery, for a term of time not 
extending beyond the next Stated Meeting of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States. 

A subordinate Commandery consists of the following 
members : — 

The Commander, Generalissimo, Captain- General, Pre- 
late, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Recorder, 
Standard-Bearer, Sword-Bearer, and Warder ; likewise, as 
many members as may be found convenient for work and 
discipline. 

Each of the individuals enumerated in this section shall 
be entitled, when present, to one vote in all the proceed- 
ings of the subordinate Commandery. 

Section II. — Titles. 

The title and designation of the Commander of a subor- 
dinate Commandery is Eminent, 

Section IIL — Meetings. 

The Stated Meetings of a subordinate Commandery shall 
occur at least semi-annually, at such time and place as mp-y 
be specified in the Charter, or designated in the By-Laws 
of the Commandery. 



GKAKD ENCAMPMENT OP THE UNITED STATES. 233 

Special Meetings may be called by the Commander, at 
his discretion. 

The several officers shall hold their respective offices 
until their successors be duly elected and installed. 

No business shall be performed at the called meetings 
save that which was specified in the original summons. 

At every meeting, all questions shall be determined by 
a majority of votQS, the presiding officer for the time being 
being entitled to one vote. In case the votes are equally 
divided, he shall also give the casting vote. No appeal 
shall lie to the subordinate Commandery from the decision 
of the Commander. 

Section IV. — Duties of the Officers. 

The Commander. — The Commander has it in special 
charge to see that the By-Laws of his Commandery are 
duly observed, as well as the Constitution, rules, and 
edicts of the State Grand Commandery, and of the Grand 
Encampment of the United States ; that accurate records 
are kept, and just accounts rendered; that regular returns 
are made to the Grand Encampment or Commandery annu- 
ally ; and that the annual dues are promptly paid. 

It is his duty, together with the Generalissimo and Cap- 
tain-General, either in person or by proxy, to attend all 
meetings of his Grand Encampment or Commandery. 

The Recorder. — It shall be the duty of the Recorder of 
every subordinate Commandery, working under the imme- 
diate jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, to report annually to the Grand Recorder of the 
Grand Encampment of the United States, up to the first 

day of August, the roll of his officers and members, and the 
30 
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working roll of his Commandery ; and to accompany the 
Hanie with the amount of dues to the Grand Encampment 
of the United States. For failure herein, the Commandery 
HO offending shall be subject to knightly discipline. 

In the event of the absence of all the three principal 
officers of the Commandery, the Past Commanders, accord- 
ing to rank and seniority of service, shall be empowered to 
preside. 



ARTICLE FOURTH. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 1. — Fees, Dues, and Finances. 

The fee for instituting a new Commandery shall not be 
less than ninety dollars. 

For every Knight Templar created in any Commandery, 
holden by Dispensation or Charter whilst under the imme- 
diate jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of the United 
States, there shall be paid two dollars into the treasury of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States. 

The Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment of the 
United States shall receive ten dollars as his fee for each 
Charter issued, and five dollars for endorsing, under the 
seal of the Grand Encampment of the United States, the 
extension of a Dispensation. 

The State Grand Commanderies, respectively, shall pos- 
sess authority, upon the institution of new Commanderies 
within their respective jurisdictions, to require from the 
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several Commanderies within their respective jurisdictions 
such proportions of the sums received by them for confer- 
ing the Orders, likewise such sums, in the form of annual 
dues from their respective members, as may be necessary 
for supporting the Grand Commandery. 

No subordinate Commandery shall confer the Orders of 
Knighthood for a less sum than twenty dollars. 

There shall be a contingent fund of three hundred dol- 
lars placed to the credit of the Most Eminent Grand Master, 
on the books of the Grand Treasurer, at the close of each 
Triennial Session ; out of which the Grand Master shall 
reimburse himself fof his necessary cash expenses in the 
performance of his constitutional duties, and make a trien- 
nial report of the same to the Grand Encampment. 

There shall be appropriated at each Triennial Session of 
the Grand Encampment of the United States, a sufficient 
sum, to be used by the Grand Kecorder, to meet the cur- 
rent expenses of the Secretariat, of which he shall render 
an account at the succeeding session. 

Section II. — General Regulations. 

1. No Commandery, Grand or subordinate, shall confer 
the Orders of Knighthood upon any one who is not a regu- 
lar Royal Arch Mason, according to the requirements of 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States. 

2. The rule of succession in conferring the orders of 
Knighthood shall be as follows : 1. Knight of the Red Cross; 
2. Knight Templar, and Knight of Malta. 

3. Every Commandery, working in a State, District, or 
Territory where there is a Grand Commander^, shall have 
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a Dinpensation or Charter from said Grand Commandery. 
And no Commandery hereafter to be formed or opened in 
8uch St^ite, District, or Territory, shall be deemed legal 
without such a Charter or Dispensation. All Masonic com- 
munication as a Templar is interdicted between any Com- 
mandery working under the general or special jurisdiction 
of this Grand Encampment or any member thereof, and any 
Commandery or member of such that may be formed, 
opened, or holden in such State, District, or Territory, 
without such Charter or Dispensation. 

It shall be deemed irregular for any Commandery to con- 
fer the Orders of Knighthood, or either of them, upon any 
sojourner whose settled place of residence is within any 
State, District, or Territory in which there is a Command- 
ery regularly at work, until the consent of the Command- 
ery having territorial jurisdiction is first obtained. In the 
event of the violation of this interdict, the Commandery so 
offending shall be subject to knightly discipline, and may 
be required, upon demand, to pay over to the Command- 
ery thus defrauded the amount of fees received for such 
admission. 

The oiBcers of every Commandery, Grand and subordi- 
nate, before entering upon the exercise of their respective 
oflSces, shall take the following obligation, viz: "I (A. B.) 
do promise and vow that I will support and maintain the 
Constitution of the Grand Encampment of Knights Temp- 
lars of the United States of America." 

The Grand Master of this Grand Encampment may issue 
his proxy to any Knight Templar in regular standing, 
authorizing him to constitute a subordinate Commandery 
which has received a Charter ; and any Commandery thug 
constituted shall be deemed regularly constituted, 
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Section III. — Amendments. 

The Grand Encampment shall be competent, upon the 
concurrence of three-fourths of its members present, at 
any Stated Meeting, to revise, amend, and alter this Consti- 
tution : provided one day's notice of such motion to amend 

be given, and a particular time be set to take the vote 
thereon. 

In all other cases, any proposed amendment shall lay 
over until the next Stated Meeting of the Grand Encamp- 
ment, when a concurring vote of two-thirds shall be neces- 
sary to adopt such alteration, amendment, or revision. 

Section IV. — Rules of Order. 

Rule I. — After the ceremony of opening the Grand 
Encampment, it shall be the duty of the Grand Recorder 
to read the minutes of the last Triennial Session, unless 
such reading be dispensed with ; and at the resumption of 
business in each successive sitting, the minutes of the pre- 
ceding one shall also be read. 

Rule 2. — A Committee on Credentials, consisting of 
three Sir Knights, shall be appointed by the Grand Master, 
to report at the opening of the next sitting. 

Rule 3. — After the report of this committee, the Grand 
Master, the Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Generalis- 
simo and the Grand Captain- General will successively read 
the report of their doings during the preceding three years. 
These reports shall be referred to the Standing Committee 
on the Doings of the Grand OflScers, who may recommend 
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the appointment of such parts thereof to special, or to such 
other of the standing committees, as they may deem neces- 
sary. 

Rule 4. — ^The Standing Committees shall be — 

1. A Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers. 

2. A Committee on Finance. 

8. A Committee on Dispensations and New Commanderies. 
4.* A Committee on Unfinished Business. 

5. A Committee on Grievances. 

6. A Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

7. A Committee to designate the place of the next Triennial Meeting. 

The report of these committees shall be heard in order, 
except the last one, which shall report on the last day of 1 

the meeting of the Grand Encampment. 

Rule 5. — While the several committees are preparing 
their reports, the new business may be acted upon ; and if 
any subject is brought forward requiring a reference to 
any standing or special committee, it shall be so referred 
forthwith. All committees shall make it a point to report 
as soon as convenient after their appointment. 

Rule 6. — No Sir Knight shall be allowed to speak more 
than once upon the same subject, except to explain the 
meaning of some of his remarks, unless it be by special 
permission of the Grand Encampment first obtained. 

Rule 7. — The Grand Encampment shall proceed to the 
election of officers for the ensuing three years immediately 
after the opening of the first sitting, on Thursday follow, 
ing the commeucement of the Triennial Meetings, 



OBAKD EHCAMPMENT OP THE UNITED BTATEB. 239 

Rule 8, — It shall be the duty of the Grand Master, at 
each Triennial Meeting, if time permit, to cause an exem- 
plification of the work appertaining to the Orders of Knight- 
hood to be exhibited before the Gi-and Encampment ; and 
also to correct officially all irregnlaritiea and discrepancies 
that exist. 



In testimony wliereof I liare cniised 
the seal at tbe Grand Encamp- 
ment to be livruuntu affixed. 

Dated at the City of Cinciouati, this 
first day of November, A. D. l^ST, 
and of tbe Order 749. 



JOHN D. CALDWELL, 

Or and Recorder. 
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